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Volume LIII 
Number 2 
 
February 2015 

Lenten Living 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18, this year. Christians 
have observed this season of the church year since the fourth    
century. It’s traditionally a time of reflection, penitence and     
spiritual renewal before Easter.  
 
During Lent, some Christians give up something that hinders their 
relationship with God. Others do something extra for their spiritual 
growth or make a special sacrifice. The key is to make Lent a 
memorable season of sincere spiritual growth — a time that can set 
the tone for the rest of the year.  

Please join us 
 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 18 
 

Ash Wednesday Dinner, 5:30 P.M. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 P.M. 
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If you were telling someone what you con-
sider the greatest benefits and joys of being a 
Christian, what would you include? Without 
hesitation, I would say my Christian faith 
provides meaning and purpose for life. This 
is a great gift that we often take for granted. 
 
A man was walking by a work site. He asked 
one of the workers what he was doing. He 
replied that he was a bricklayer and this job 
afforded him the income to provide for his 
family. A second worker was asked the same 
question. His reply was that he was a fore-
man supervising a work crew to accomplish a 
worthwhile task. Further, it afforded him 
enough income to buy a few beers and party 
on the weekends. A third man’s answer was 
that he was helping build a cathedral where 
God’s people would gather in the presence of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. Quite 
different perspectives! 
 
Thoughtful people search for significance in 
their daily lives. The options they choose can 
be family, volunteer work, humanitarian 
causes, and love of country. As good as these 
things might be to stave off emptiness and 
despair, they easily become false solutions. 
They lack the perspective of eternity and ulti-
mate truth. 
 
Some counter the meaningless of their exist-
ence by busying themselves with life. They 
immerse themselves in the wealth of pleas-
ures that western culture has to offer. They 
champion a cause or an institution. They act 
as if everything makes sense and counts. But 
it is all a delusion. 
 
Read Ecclesiastes chapter 2. Solomon weighs 

the possibility 
that experienc-
ing pleasure is 
the key to a 
meaningful life. 
He evaluates 
wisdom as a 
source of 
meaning. He 
considers work or a career for purpose and 
meaning in life. But each of these options 
Solomon declares to be inadequate and final-
ly a failure. His conclusions remind us of the 
final futility of life lived apart from God’s 
purposes. 
 
And what are those purposes? “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 

it; and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the air and over 

every living thing that moves upon the 

earth” (Genesis 1:28). “Go . . . and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded 

you” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
 
These are God’s explicit directions to us. 
They provide great comfort and purpose in 
our living. We don’t have to wonder why we 
are here, or what we are supposed to be do-
ing. We are God’s creatures to fulfill the 
tasks God has given us within his creation. 
These tasks are tied to the relationships and 
responsibilities associated with our place in 
God’s world. We are forgiven sinners who 
have the high calling to lead others to the 
Lord and Savior of us all—Jesus Christ. 
 

—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr 
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The Parables of Lent 
MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES 
 

Jesus’ parables are treasures waiting to be mined. In Lent es-
pecially, the parables carry strong connections to Jesus’ Pas-
sion, cross and resurrection.  
 
Each service in this year’s Midweek Lenten Worship focuses 
on a biblical parable that connects to Lenten themes. Sermons 
reveal that within each parable’s plot is woven a unique mes-
sage about what we receive through the crucified Christ. You 
can take the message with you to enrich your own story of 
faith in Jesus as you journey through Lent. 
 
This year our midweek Lenten emphasis will be on The     

Parables of Lent. Join us starting on Ash Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18, at 7:00 p.m. and continuing every Thursday during 
Lent. The topics will be: 

 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

(Luke 18:9-14), Wednesday, February 18, 7pm 

The Sower and the Seed (Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23),  

Thursday, February 26, 7pm 

The Hidden Treasure and the Priceless Pearl (Matthew 

13:44-46), Thursday, March 5, 7pm 

The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), Thursday, March 
12, 7pm 

The Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16),  

Thursday, March 19, 7pm 

The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), Thursday, March 26, 
7pm 

Lenten Devotional 
 
A special Lenten devotional 
book, The Parables of Lent, 
will be available one copy/
family. These devotions by 
Dean Nadasdy will show us 
how Jesus speaks to us in 
parables. We will learn 
through some of the most 
well-known and beloved 
parables of Scripture and 
relate the events described 
there to the events of Lent 
we experience - repentance, 
forgiveness, sacrifice and 
everlasting love - helping us 
to apply the divine messages 
of these stories to the story 
of our life in Christ. 

Adult Bible Class 
 
Beginning on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 15, during the Adult 
Bible Class Pastor Jank 

will be discussing The Para-
bles of Lent. This six-week 
Lenten Bible study follows 
the themes of The Parables 

of Lent worship series. Each 
session will be related to 
biblical parables interwoven 
with the Lenten themes of 
receiving justification, the 
Word, the Treasure, mercy, 
grace and forgiveness. 
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Youth Group Hosting 
Valentine Date Night 
Babysitting 
 
The Youth Group is hosting a 
babysitting night for parents wanting 
to enjoy a date night. Bring the little ones down to Mount Ol-
ive on Friday, February 13, from 5:30 - 9:00 P.M. You can 
bring them for part of the time or all of the time, you decide. 
A free-will donation is requested. All proceeds to benefit the 
Youth Group. Dinner will be served. Kids will enjoy pizza, 
oreo cookies, fruit snacks, and juice. They will have fun 
watching movies, playing hide and seek in the church with the 
teens and more!  
 
Registration encouraged but walk-ins are welcome! 
 
Please R.S.V.P. by February 10th to Kristi Townsend at 
townsend.kristi@gmail.com or call (402) 457-9611 or join the 
Facebook event and comment with number of kids attending. 
 

30 Hour  
Famine  
Lock-in 
 
On Friday, February 20, from 6:00 p.m. to Saturday, February 
21, at 10:00 a.m. the Youth Group will be participating in the 
30 Hour Famine lock-in. There will be tons of activities, the 
ever-popular TRIBE game, and community service ideas to 
make 30 hours of fasting a breeze. 
 
You can donate by giving to a youth group member, placing 
your donation in the offering plate on Sunday morning or 
online at https://youth.worldvision.org/index.cfm?
fuseaction=donate.team&teamID=6699 

Mount Olive's 
LWML group, 
COSMO, 
meets on the 
third Monday 
of the month 
throughout the 
school year. 
All Mount Ol-
ive women are 
welcome to 
join us.  
 
In December we started a 
Bible Study titled Yours Are 

the Hands of Christ by 
James C. Howell. Lois 

Barr suggested it and it has 
been very powerful. This 
study guide has opened our 
eyes to what Christ has 
done for us and what we 
should be doing for others. 
First Corinthians tells us 
“Now you are the body of 
Christ.” As that body, we 
must use our bodies to serve 
others.  
 
In December we also held a 
“bake-less” bake sale to 
raise money to fund our 
holiday food baskets which 
are given to those in need. 
If you know someone that 
could use a little help with 
their groceries, please con-
tact the church office and 
Teresa Kuti will pass that 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Don’t miss 
Friday Nite 
Flix!! 
 
Please join your fellow 
Mount Olivers on Friday 
night, February 20, at 7:30 
p.m. In honor of Valentine’s 
Day, we will be showing the 
movie “French Kiss.” This 
1995 comedy/drama/
romance stars Meg Ryan, 
Kevin Kline and Timothy 
Hutton. Kate flies to France 
to confront her straying fian-
cé, but gets into trouble 
when the charming crook 
seated next to her uses her 
for smuggling. 
 
Popcorn and movie candy 
will be provided. Circle the 
date!  

-Dixie Gerhart  
(402-602-3252) 

Make your way down to Mount Olive for midweek Lenten 
dinners, starting Ash Wednesday, February 18. Meals are 
served from 5:30 to 6:30 to make it easier for families to at-
tend the 7:00 p.m. Lenten service. These meals do not put a 
bite on your wallet because we only charge enough to cover 
our expenses. We do need your help, however, to put the din-
ners on. Ten to twelve volunteers are needed each night, to 
serve, man the cash box or everybody’s favorite - KP. Sign 
up today and avoid the rush! We also need dessert makers. If 
you know how to turn on an oven, we can use you. Please 
check out the table in the narthex. Thank you. 

Galen Behr, Kitchen Coordinator 
402-453-6733 evening, 402-981-2667 daytime 

Lenten Dinner Time 

The Mount Olive Book Club will meet Mon-
day, February 2, at the home of Lois Barr. 
Carol Childers will provide dessert. We will 
discuss A Man Called Blessed by Bill Bright 
and Ted Dekker. This is a sequel to the book 
The Blessed Child which we read in 2013.  
 
This is a review from Google books: 
One man holds the key to finding the ark of the 
covenant. In this sequel, Rebecca Soloman leads a team deep 
into the Ethiopian desert to hunt the one man who may know 
the final resting place of the Ark of the Covenant. But Islamic 
fundamentalists fear that the Ark’s discovery will compel 
Israel to rebuild Solomon's temple on the very site of their 
own holy mosque in Jerusalem. They immediately dispatch 
Ismael, their most accomplished assassin, to pursue the same 
man, but the one in their sights is no ordinary man. His name 
is Caleb, and he is also on a quest--to find again the love he 
once embraced as a child. The fate of a million souls rests in 
the hands of these three. 

Our next meeting will be 
Monday, March 3, at Bon-

nie White's house. Liz 

Matson will bring dessert. 
We will discuss Sarah’s 

Quilt by Nancy Turner. 

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 5 

Don’t miss 
Friday Nite 
Flix!! 
 
Please join your fellow 
Mount Olivers on Friday 
night, February 20, at 7:30 
p.m. In honor of Valentine’s 
Day, we will be showing the 
movie “French Kiss.” This 
1995 comedy/drama/
romance stars Meg Ryan, 
Kevin Kline and Timothy 
Hutton. Kate flies to France 
to confront her straying fian-
cé, but gets into trouble 
when the charming crook 
seated next to her uses her 
for smuggling. 
 
Popcorn and movie candy 
will be provided. Circle the 
date!  

-Dixie Gerhart  
(402-602-3252) 

Make your way down to Mount Olive for midweek Lenten 
dinners, starting Ash Wednesday, February 18. Meals are 
served from 5:30 to 6:30 to make it easier for families to at-
tend the 7:00 p.m. Lenten service. These meals do not put a 
bite on your wallet because we only charge enough to cover 
our expenses. We do need your help, however, to put the din-
ners on. Ten to twelve volunteers are needed each night, to 
serve, man the cash box or everybody’s favorite - KP. Sign 
up today and avoid the rush! We also need dessert makers. If 
you know how to turn on an oven, we can use you. Please 
check out the table in the narthex. Thank you. 

Galen Behr, Kitchen Coordinator 
402-453-6733 evening, 402-981-2667 daytime 

Lenten Dinner Time 

The Mount Olive Book Club will meet Mon-
day, February 2, at the home of Lois Barr. 
Carol Childers will provide dessert. We will 
discuss A Man Called Blessed by Bill Bright 
and Ted Dekker. This is a sequel to the book 
The Blessed Child which we read in 2013.  
 
This is a review from Google books: 
One man holds the key to finding the ark of the 
covenant. In this sequel, Rebecca Soloman leads a team deep 
into the Ethiopian desert to hunt the one man who may know 
the final resting place of the Ark of the Covenant. But Islamic 
fundamentalists fear that the Ark’s discovery will compel 
Israel to rebuild Solomon's temple on the very site of their 
own holy mosque in Jerusalem. They immediately dispatch 
Ismael, their most accomplished assassin, to pursue the same 
man, but the one in their sights is no ordinary man. His name 
is Caleb, and he is also on a quest--to find again the love he 
once embraced as a child. The fate of a million souls rests in 
the hands of these three. 

Our next meeting will be 
Monday, March 3, at Bon-

nie White's house. Liz 

Matson will bring dessert. 
We will discuss Sarah’s 

Quilt by Nancy Turner. 



M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 6 

Thank You 

Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win, Nancy Jacobson, 
Barb Stacy, and Bonnie 

White for helping with the 
January Messenger.  
 
Thank you to Lorraine Ir-

win for taking the finished 
newsletter to the downtown 
post office every month.  
 
A special thank you to Rich 

Wismont who takes care of 
all of the church’s recyclables. 
 
Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for weekly lend-
ing a hand in the church 
office. 

 
- Teresa Kuti 

  

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-
9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

We continue to assemble a 
few bags of groceries for 
Aman and Amel Hamid 

to use in their work with 
families who are in need. 
Items they can use are: 
sugar, salt, tea, rice, flour, 
cooking oil, dried beans, 
jam, no sugar peanut-
butter, cookies, juice. 
Please no canned vegeta-
bles or macaroni and 
cheese. A receptacle for 
such foodstuffs is in the 
north hallway. 

POBLO 

Gathering of Alms 

As part of your Lenten dis-
cipline, we encourage indi-
viduals and families to fast 
one meal each week during 
Lent. Bring the money you 
would have spent for that 
meal and put it into a spe-
cial envelope that is availa-
ble inside the Sunday bul-
letin during Lent. Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebras-
ka, Lutheran World Relief 
and Concordia University, 
Seward, will receive the 
Lenten alms.  
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In Ministry 

With God’s 

People 
 
We remember in prayer 
 

...Rick Barr, Robert 

Degner, Gloria Lee 

HighHawk, Paul 

Kosch, Neena Kraem-

er-Solberg, Rod 

Lorang, Carol 

McGrath, Peggy Pos-

ey, Barbara Sherill, 

and Don Weihe. 

 
...Becky Day and Sha-

ron McDonald who 
have recently joined 
our congregation. 

 
...the ministry of Aman 

and Amel Hamid in 
their work as POBLO 
missionaries in metro 
Omaha and the Peace 
International Center at 
44th & Grover. 

 
...the English Language 

Learning (ELL) classes 
at Mount Olive and the 
teachers, greeters, and 
coordinator, Marsha 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Adult Information 
Class 

Our 15-week Spring Adult 
Information Class will 
begin on Sunday, February 
8, at 3:30 p.m. This two-
hour class is for those who 
are interested in the Chris-
tian faith, for those who 
are relatively new to the 
Christian walk, and for 
those who have been life-
long Christians. No matter 
where you are in your faith 
journey, God yearns to get 
closer to you. To register, 
please call the church of-
fice at 402-455-8700. You 
can also find registration 
forms inside the Sunday 
bulletin. Fill out the regis-
tration form and drop it in 
the offering plate. 

Valpo Sunday 

On Sunday, February 1, we 
will be praying for Val-
paraiso University, an in-
dependent Lutheran school 
in northeastern Indiana 
with five different colleges 
besides a graduate division. 
Valparaiso belongs to a 
small and distinctive group 
of schools that consistently 
earns national recognition 
for the quality of its aca-
demic programs. We have 
four Mt. Olive members 
who have benefitted from a 
Valpo education. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries has been committed to Bringing 

Christ to the Nations—and the Nations to the Church 

through media and congregational outreach efforts for more 
than 75 years through its flagship radio program The Lu-

theran Hour®, which is on KFAB (1110 AM) on Sunday 
mornings at 6:30 a.m. Each year, LHM reaches 50 million 
people in 42 nations on six continents, through a variety of 
culturally-relevant means, from one-on-one witnessing to 
radio programming to print materials. 
 
We will take up a special collection on Sunday, February 22, 
for this cause. Visit www.lhm.org to read about the lives 
changed through involvement of people like you.  

In Ministry 

With God’s 

People 
 
We remember in prayer 
 

...Rick Barr, Robert 

Degner, Gloria Lee 

HighHawk, Paul 

Kosch, Neena Kraem-

er-Solberg, Rod 

Lorang, Carol 

McGrath, Peggy Pos-

ey, Barbara Sherill, 

and Don Weihe. 

 
...Becky Day and Sha-

ron McDonald who 
have recently joined 
our congregation. 

 
...the ministry of Aman 

and Amel Hamid in 
their work as POBLO 
missionaries in metro 
Omaha and the Peace 
International Center at 
44th & Grover. 

 
...the English Language 

Learning (ELL) classes 
at Mount Olive and the 
teachers, greeters, and 
coordinator, Marsha 

(Continued on page 11) 
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OOOURURUR                                    

MMMISSIONARIESISSIONARIESISSIONARIES   

AAABROADBROADBROAD   
 
 Mt. Olive is helping to 
support two missionaries 
and their families who live 
abroad. We remember them 
periodically in our public 
prayer. We ask that you 
continue to support them 
financially with your regu-
lar gifts. Information about 
their work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an encour-
agement for your continued 
interest and support. For the 
year 2015 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

Box 803 

Mt. Hagen,  

Western Highlands Province 

Papua New Guinea 
lutz.travel@gmail.com 

 
Concordia English Center 
Sharon Owens 
174 Rud de Pequim 
Com. Bldg. Kong Fat 6 A-B 
Macau, SAR China 
smomacau@yahoo.com 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
36th Biennial Convention 

Des Moines, IOWA 
June 25-28, 2015 

 

All women are invited to attend. Interested or questions? Pick 
up a Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly by the Sunday School 
desk or talk to Jody Wells-Padron or Marcia Steckelberg. 
Early registration opens February 1. Regular registration 
opens March 15. Check out www.lwml.org for more infor-
mation on this unforgettable event that you won’t want to 
miss. 

Mission U 202 

The Suburban Outreach  
Congregation 

 

Saturday, April 25 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

Light lunch served 
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You Are Invited 
Okay, this is not the marriage feast but it is an 
important forum for learning about and guid-
ing Mount Olive’s work for Christ’s King-
dom here in our neighborhood and beyond. I 
am sure you would be horrified if a report 
came out after a Voters’ Meeting that Mount 
Olive would be closing (for whatever reason 
– you fill in the blank). Still, at November’s 
Voters’ Assembly, the one where members 
annually approve the budget for the coming 
year, only Pastor Jank and twelve members 
were present. 
 
We appreciate that there is a high level of 
trust in our congregation. Pastor has a 40 
year history with us, one that has demonstrat-
ed his honesty and integrity. Mount Olive 
also has a constitution and bylaws that pro-
vides for the orderly conduct of business and 
proper management of funds. We have been 
blessed with leaders that undertake to uphold 
those standards. 
 
At the same time, you are invited and called 
upon to know what is happening in our con-
gregation and to take part in ensuring that we 
at Mount Olive are doing what we should to 
support the mission of bringing Christ to all 
the world. Join us for the Voters’ Meeting on 
February 8th, at 11:30 a.m. in Luther Hall. 
Your presence will be an encouragement to 
your brothers and sisters in leadership roles in 
the congregation. It is our hope that learning 
about the work of our various boards will be 
an encouragement to you. Voice your con-
cerns, express your support. Better yet, join 
us as kingdom workers here at Mount Olive! 

Here are the details from our Constitution and 
Bylaws: 

Section 1 – Eligibility 

Any communicant member of this congre-
gation, both male and female, who has pub-
licly affirmed his/her baptismal covenant, 
shall be eligible to apply for Voting Mem-
bership. Such application shall be made at a 
regular Voters’ Meeting of the congrega-
tion. Upon affirmation by the applicant of 
his intention to fulfill such duties as are 
required of a Voting Member to the best of 
his ability, he shall be accepted as a Voting 
Member with all the rights and privileges 
pertaining thereto. He shall be required to 
sign the official copy of the Constitution 
and Bylaws of the congregation at the time 
of his acceptance into Voting Membership. 
 
Section 2 – Privileges and Duties of Vot-

ing Members 
It shall be the privilege and duty of a Vot-
ing Member of this congregation to: 
A. Conscientiously and prayerfully exercise 
his right of suffrage in all measures that 
will advance the work of Christ’s Kingdom 
both locally and in the church-at-large. 
B. Willingly serve in any office or capacity 
for which his talents and abilities equip 
him. 
C. Faithfully attend all meetings of the Vot-
ing Membership. 
D. Assist with wholehearted diligence in 
administering the temporal and spiritual 
affairs of the congregation. 
E. Encourage, by personal example, friend-
ly interest, and judicious counsel, all eligi-
ble communicant members to consider seri-
ously accepting the responsibilities and 
privileges of Voting Membership. 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Today is truly a day to pray, praise, and give 
thanks! In 2010 you overwhelming passed, by 
98%, a resolution in support of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod’s engagement in the 
global fight to end malaria deaths in sub-
Saharan Africa. The LCMS in partnership with 
Lutheran World Relief and with the support of 
the United Nations Foundation began engaging 
districts, congregations, and schools in this un-
precedented campaign. The Lutheran Malaria 
Initiative launched publicly in the fall of 2011. 
By July of 2012, 100% of LCMS districts were 
actively engaged in the Lutheran Malaria Initi-
ative, a first for any Synod-wide initiative. By 
March of 2013 participation had reached 26% 
toward our 30% participation goal, again an-
other first. Today we can proudly say we ex-
ceeded our participation goal by having 33% of 
congregations and schools participating across 
synod. Together as Synod we have raised over 
$7 million dollars to allow our church partners 
to conduct quality malaria education, preven-
tion, treatment programming, and most im-
portantly, all in close proximity to the gospel. 
But none of this would be possible without 
your prayers and support.  
 
In 2010 a child died from malaria every 30 sec-
onds. In just four years time we (LMI as part of 
the global fight to help end malaria deaths) 
have cut the number of deaths in half. Howev-
er, there are still one child every 66.5 seconds 
(approximately 1,300 daily) from a disease that 
is completely preventable and treatable! In 

June 2013, the 
World Health 
Organization 
announced that 
we have made 
“huge, but frag-
ile” progress in 
the fight to end 
malaria deaths. 
Thank you for 
helping us fin-
ish strong! Ac-
tive fundraising 
for the Lutheran 
Malaria Initia-
tive officially 
ended on April 
25, 2014, World 
Malaria Day. 
The LCMS will 
still receive gifts 
for the LCMS 
malaria project 
until all of the 
programming is 
complete or 
malaria deaths 
have ended. In the coming years, LMI pro-
gramming will continue until all of the funding 
is depleted.   
 
LMI is has conducted programming in Tanza-
nia, Mali, Uganda, Kenya, Nigeria, Liberia, 
and Ethiopia.  We have also begun preliminary 

(Continued on page 14) 

THE LIGHT 

TOUCH 
 

You know you are growing 
old when . . .  
 

� You get winded     
playing cards. 

� You sit in a rocking 
chair and can’t get it 
going. 

� The gleam in your eye 
is from the sun hitting 
your bifocals. 

� A dripping faucet  
causes an uncontrolla-
ble bladder urge. 

� You turn out the lights 
for economic, rather 
than romantic reasons. 

� You need glasses to 
find your glasses. 

� Your knees buckle, but 
your belt won’t. 

� Your teeth sink into a 
steak and stay there. 

� Everything hurts, and 
what doesn’t hurt, 
doesn’t work! 

From the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod President 
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Sunday, January 11, Becky Day was baptized in the 
name of the Holy Trinity and became our sister in 
Christ. Becky lives in an apartment at 6739 North 24th 
Street, graduated from Omaha South High School, and 
now provides child care for her sister’s two children. 
She reads her Bible every day and enjoys her two dogs. 
Welcome, Becky. 
 
Also on January 11, Sharon McDonald was received 
by affirmation of baptism. She was raised in the Ro-
man Catholic Church and joins Mount Olive after com-
pleting our fall Adult Information Class. She worked 
for a time at our local Baker’s store on 30th Street and 
is now retired. Her husband Arthur and she have lived 

at 2871 Martin  
Avenue for 22 years. She is mother to three children and 
three stepchildren and enjoys playing computer games and 
search word games. After serious surgery two years ago, 
Sharon was determined to find a new church home and 
started attending Mount Olive without an invitation. We  
welcome her into our congregational family. 

Becky Day, Sharon McDonald 

Behr. 
 
...all those struggling with 

depression. 
 
...our upcoming Adult In-

formation Class that be-
gins February 8, those 
who are being invited to 
attend, and those in our 
circle of influence who 
need to be invited. 

(Continued from page 7) 
information on to us.  
 
This spring we will again 
sponsor an Easter Book and 
Bible drive for Project 
Hope. You may donate ei-
ther new or gently used 
Christian books or Bibles or 
make a monetary donation. 
Starting in mid-February, a 
box will be in the back of 
church for books. Monetary 
donations marked “Project 
Hope book drive” may be 
placed in the offering plate. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Jill Clausen. 
 
The North Zone Spring 
Rally will be held Sunday, 
April 19th, at St. Mark’s. 
The speaker will discuss the 
prison outreach ministry 
going on in Omaha. 
 
Our next meeting will be 
February 16th at 6:30 p.m. 
Jill Clausen will lead the 
Bible study and Suzan 

Jank will provide refresh-
ments. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS 

This article is provided by Mount Olive Health 

Ministry. 

In the September and October Messengers, 

we talked about Emergency Preparedness. 

In September we covered the #1 thing you 

need to do which is “Be Informed.” In Oc-

tober we discussed the #2 way we can re-

spond in an emergency situation which is to 

have a plan. This month we will cover the 

#3 of Emergency Preparedness and that is 

to make an Emergency Kit. 

 

If a disaster strikes your community, you 
may not have access to food, water or utili-
ties (gas, electricity) for some time. Take 
steps now to prepare an emergency supply 
kit so you’re ready when something hap-
pens. Each of us should have emergency kits 
for home, office, school and/or vehicles. We 
never know where we’ll be when a disaster 
strikes! 
 
TIPS: 

� Consider storing two weeks’ worth of 
food supplies: you may be able to use 
many of the canned, boxed or bagged 
goods already in your cupboard or pan-
try.  

� Store at least a 3-day supply of water for 
each member of your household – that’s 

a gallon of water per person per day (may 
need a 7-10 day supply!) 

� Remember your pets, or persons with 
special needs for certain foods, water, 
medications, etc. 

� Learn where your gas, electric, and water 
shut-off locations are and how/when to 
turn them off. 

 
AN EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT is a col-
lection of basic items that you may need dur-
ing an emergency – good to involve everyone 
who would use the kit, including children, in 
assembling it! Use the following checklist as 
a guide 

� WATER: 1 gallon per person per day 
(drinking, sanitation) 

� NON-PERISHABLE FOOD: canned, 
boxed, ready-to eat in small containers; 

dry foods like pasta, rice, manual can 
opener; infant formulas, pet food 

� RADIO: battery powered or hand crank 
with NOAA Weather band with tone 
alert; extra batteries 

� FLASHLIGHT: with extra batteries (or 
hand-crank)  

� FIRST AID KIT: with basic first aid 
booklet 

� WHISTLE: to signal for help (FLARES 

are a bonus!) 

� DUST MASKS: (or cotton bandana to 
wear over face to help filter the air) 

� MOIST TOWELETTES, GARBAGE 

BAGS, PLASTIC TIES: for personal 
hygiene; diapers for infants/toddlers  

� WRENCH and/or PLIERS: to turn off 
utilities (do you know where your water, 
gas, electrical shut-offs are, and how to 
use them?) 

Make An Emergency Kit 
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opener; infant formulas, pet food 

� RADIO: battery powered or hand crank 
with NOAA Weather band with tone 
alert; extra batteries 

� FLASHLIGHT: with extra batteries (or 
hand-crank)  

� FIRST AID KIT: with basic first aid 
booklet 

� WHISTLE: to signal for help (FLARES 

are a bonus!) 

� DUST MASKS: (or cotton bandana to 
wear over face to help filter the air) 

� MOIST TOWELETTES, GARBAGE 

BAGS, PLASTIC TIES: for personal 
hygiene; diapers for infants/toddlers  

� WRENCH and/or PLIERS: to turn off 
utilities (do you know where your water, 
gas, electrical shut-offs are, and how to 
use them?) 

Make An Emergency Kit 
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� LOCAL MAPS 

� CELL PHONE: with charger 

� MEDICATIONS, EYEGLASSES, 

CONTACT LENSES  

� PLASTIC SHEETING and DUCT 

TAPE to shelter-in place 

� WATER PURIFICATION TABLETS 

(available at sports supply stores for 
camping) or HOUSEHOLD CHLO-

RINE BLEACH (one part bleach plus 
nine parts water make a disinfectant solu-
tion; 16 drops of bleach per gallon of wa-

ter sanitizes water for drinking) 

� MATCHES in waterproof container 

� BLANKETS/TARPS/TENT for 
warmth, shelter 

� IMPORTANT FAMILY DOCU-

MENTS: copies of driver’s license or 
other ID; insurance policies; social secu-

rity cards; birth certificates; marriage/

death records; credit cards; recent income 

tax returns; mortgage or rental receipts; 

employment paycheck stubs; deeds to 

properties; recent stock/bond reports; sav-

ings, checking account books 

� CASH in small denominations (a disaster 
may disrupt power, closing banks and 
ATMs for indefinite periods of time) 

� SMALL TOOL SET and shovel to dig a 
fire pit or latrine 

 

Here’s a sample... use a footlocker or 30-
gallon trash can; check supplies at least every 

six months, and replace as needed (easy if 
you label each food, water, medication item 
with an expiration date!); place in a cool, ac-

cessible location, raise it off the ground 
(cinder blocks work well) 
 

TOP LEVEL 

� batteries 

� flashlight 

� first aid kit 

� portable radio 
 
MID LEVEL 

� dry food (pasta, rice) 

� manual can opener 

� canned food 

� water purification tablets 

� food/water for pets 
 
BOTTOM LEVEL 
� blankets 
� tarp 
� extra clothing, shoes 
� pre-moistened towelettes 
� personal hygiene items (toilet paper, fem. 

hygiene products, plastic bags) 
 
OTHER SUPPLIES kept separately, but 
easily located and retrieved in an emergency: 

� extra batteries 

� eyeglasses/contact lenses/hearing aids/
syringes 

� medications (7-day supply- note expira-

tion dates!) 

� fire extinguisher, tools 

� tent/sleeping bags 

� cooking gear (camp stove, saucepan, skil-
let) 

 
For more information, go to… 

http://emergency.cdc.gov/preparedness/kit/

disasters/ 

http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit 

http://www.redcross.org/prepare/location/home-

family/get-kit 
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These Sunday School students had  
perfect attendance in January.  
Congratulations!! 

Easton Kosch, Sam Lorang — Pre-school 
 
Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Reagan 

Wegner — PreK 
 
Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend—

1st/2nd/3rd 
 
Robbie Moffett, Jr. — 6th/7th/8th 
 
Desirae Greenhagen, Kelsea Townsend — 

High School 

new members 

Becky Day: 6739 N 24th St., Omaha NE 68112, 402-612-6752 

Sharon McDonald: 2871 Martin Ave., Omaha NE 68112 402-614-6643 

D I R E C T O R Y  C H A N G E S 

capacity building discussions with partner 
churches in Madagascar and Kenya, as well 
with the potential of adding additional coun-
tries as districts and congregations continue to 
send in their gifts. Thank you to the congrega-
tions, schools and members of the LCMS for 
your very generous and heartfelt support. You 
are helping to restore health, and inspire hope 
in the people of sub-Saharan Africa and are 
providing the opportunity to hear about 
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection for our 
sins. 
 
Please continue to pray for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ who suffer the devastating 

loss of a child every 66.5 seconds. Thank you 
for all you do to help future Christ’s mission 
and reach out with Christ’s hand of witness 
and mercy, here in our lives together. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank our partners at 
Lutheran World Relief, the United Nation 
Foundation for their support, the Council of 
Presidents for their leadership, and you…our 
congregations, schools, and faithful donors 
who have prayed for the Lutheran Malaria 
Initiative, gave gifts in support of program-
ming, and helped our church partners to reach 
out with Christ’s hand of Witness and Mercy 
here in our lives together. 

-President Matthew C. Harrison 

(Continued from page 10) 
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