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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 

 

7301 N 28th Ave. office: 402.455.8700  
Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

God, I pray for all who are lonely in this season, or exhausted, or grieving. Give them the 
courage of Mary as you fill them with the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Rev. Dr. William G. Moorhead Rachel Misiolek 

Vacancy Pastor             Organist 

The Third Sunday  
Of Advent 

In our Advent preparations today, John the apostle and evangelist adds his testimony 
along with John the Baptist, holding before us the joy of Jesus as the light who gives 
to all who receive Him and believe in His name the right to become children of God. 
Because of our Lord’s continual supply of grace by His Word and Sacraments, we are 
enabled with Him to “greatly rejoice in the L;<=”; for by His Spirit of righteousness 
we lead lives of holiness of faith. This holiness continually rejoices in the Lord, prays, 
and give thanks in all circumstances. With John the apostle and John the Baptist, we 
rejoice, always prepared by faith to welcome and worship our Lord and Savior, who 
comes to us daily with healing and deliverance. 
 

 

Because of the increase in COVID-19 cases all congregational singing has been 
removed from our worship. To reduce particle transmission please stay seated 
throughout the service and maintain a minimum six foot distance from others. 

 

 

P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R R I L O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Enter God’s Presence. 

December 13, 2020 
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

 

O P E N I N G  P R A Y E R  

 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that 
You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

L I G H T I N G  O F  T H E  A D V E N T  W R E A T H  

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
the light no darkness can overcome. 
Let Your light scatter the darkness 
and illumine Your Church. 

 

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation 
for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts 
as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we 
may serve our neighbors in need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 
coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

Behold, the true light has come into the world. Let us enter into His presence, 
confessing our sins and receiving His forgiveness. 
Lord God, 
our heavenly Father, hear us as we confess the darkness of our 
waywardness and sin, especially our reluctance or refusal to rejoice, pray, 
or give thanks amid the troubles we have brought upon ourselves. Make us 
truly repentant, that we may receive the holiness of faith in our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the forgiveness of our sins. Amen. 
The true light has come. To all who receive Him, He makes to be the children of 
God. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as your called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in 
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Good news of impending health, restoration, and transformation. 
 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he 
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the 
year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting 
of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they 
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery 
and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among 
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. (NRSV) 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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P S A L M  1 2 6  

 

Lector: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of 

joy; 
Lector: then they said among the nations, “The L;<= has done great things for them.” 

The L;<= has done great things for us; we are glad. 
 Restore our fortunes, O L=>?, like streams in the Negeb! 
Lector: Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! 
 He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home 

with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Joyful admonitions and blessings grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 
 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 
will do this. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  (spoken) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

Lay Minister: I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way 
before you. (Matthew 11:10) 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
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H O L Y  G O S P E L  

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

John the Baptizer, a witness to the true light. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the 
way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with 
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. (NRSV) 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
 

S E R M O N  

 

Righteousness for ALL Text: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 

N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is 
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

Let us pray for . . Let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Into your hands, O Lord, . . . Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Generous God, 
You have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless 
all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your 
blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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S A N C T U S  (spoken) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup . . .hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit, . . the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
All praise and glory are yours, . . .one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven: Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

I N V I T A T I O N  

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 
Amen. 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread 
and wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public 
witness to your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited 
to join us at the Lord’s Table. 
 
Please stay masked as you come forward when directed to do so. Avoid kneeling or 
touching the communion rail. At the Pastor’s direction remove the seal and eat the 
bread, flip the cup, remove the seal and drink the wine. Dispose of cup and seals in 
containers provided. 
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  Instrumental 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G  

 

P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

When departing the Sanctuary please allow the pews in the back to leave first. 
Use side aisles as needed to maintain social distancing and avoid 
congregating in the hallways. 
 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

D I S M I S S A L  

 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

P O S T L U D E  

 

To reduce particle transmission please take your bulletins with you. 
Lighting the Advent Wreath, Gospel Acclamation verse, Offering Prayer and Dismissal are from Sundays and Seasons Year B 2021 
©2020 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission. Welcome, Lighting the Advent Wreath, Confession and Absolution is from Creative 
Worship for the Lutheran Parish Series B Quarter 1 ©2020 Concordia Publishing House. Preface, Sanctus, and Eucharistic Prayer are 
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. Scripture 
Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. 
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  — The Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B): 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 Psalm 89:1-5; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

 

 AQQRQSRTU VRSW W;<QWRX T;=YZ  

LDE MFGFHIJ> ----------------------------------------------------- Mikale Townsend, Jr. 
LJKI=> ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Dixie Gerhart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Go Forth With God’s Blessing To Serve. 
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TLFH WJJM DI M=NGI OOFPJ  

T;=YZ W;<QWRX -------------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
 H[Y\SW YT= M[=R]YSR;T C;^TQ[\RTU 

 A=^\S BR_\[ C\YQQ/Z;;a -------------- 10:20-11:20 A.M. 
 C;TbR<aYSR;T C\YQQ ---------------------------- 10:30 A.M. 
M;T=YZ CW^<]W ObbR][ C\;Q[= 

W[=T[Q=YZ BR_\[ SS^=Z -------------------------------------- 10:00 A.M. 
 MR=V[[c W;<QWRX -------------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
F<R=YZ LRb[ LRT[ S]<[[TRTU 

S^T=YZ W;<QWRX -------------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
 A=^\S BR_\[ C\YQQ/Z;;a -------------- 10:20-11:20 A.M. 
 C;TbR<aYSR;T C\YQQ ---------------------------- 10:30 A.M. 
  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES — Adult Bible Class and Fellowship will 
take place today in Luther Hall. Pastor Moorhead will discuss the Gospel. It can also 
be joined via a Zoom meeting. The link to do that is: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/3912069426 Meeting ID is 391 206 9426. Wednesday Morning Bible Study is 
offered live in Luther Hall and recorded and available on our YouTube and 
Facebook sites. Women’s Bible Study are cur rently studying Ruth. Children’s 

Sunday School is currently on hold. For  more information on any of these 
groups please see the monthly newsletter, The Mount Olive Messenger. 

OVERFLOW SEATING — If our worship space looks too crowded for your comfort, ask 
an usher or Max Williams to stream the service live for you in Luther Hall. 

HOLY COMMUNION — We are now using pre-packaged bread and wine. If you would 
like to commune without consuming alcohol please speak to an usher or the Lay 
Minister. 

SPECIAL DAYS THIS WEEK — Wedding Anniversaries: 12/18 Bill & Elaine Witt. 
Birthdays: 12/13 Jill Clausen, 12/15 Gideon Rager. 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE — As positive cases of COVID-19 rise in the Omaha area we 
encourage you to worship with us remotely. Sunday Worship will continue but if 
you have symptoms, are in contact with anyone with symptoms, or are in a high risk 
category please stay home and follow along on our YouTube channel (see below for 
more information). We will not sing any part of the service. Wednesday night 
services will continue. Please do not use the coat racks. 

LIFELINE SCREENING — Life Line Screening will be offered on Friday, December 18th 
at Mount Olive. Pre-registration is required at 1-888-653-6450 or 
www.lifelinescreening.com. For questions, please contact a member of the Health 
Ministry board. 

POINSETTIAS — Would you like to help decorate the church with a poinsettia this year? 
The cost is $15. Use the sheet on the table in the narthex to sign up by December 13. 
Please indicate whether you would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.  
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MITTEN TREE — Please bring cold weather items to be distributed in January. They may 
be placed on the tree in the back of church. 

YOUTUBE — Sunday services and other videos will be available on the Mount Olive 
YouTube channel. Subscribe to our channel (Mount Olive Lutheran Church Omaha) 
on YouTube or by visiting our Facebook page. Our YouTube channel can also be 
found at https://www.youtube.com/MountOliveLutheranChurch.  

WINTER WEATHER-In case of inclement weather please check Facebook, our church 

website, or local news stations to see if normal operations or worship services are 
affected. 

HYMNS FOR THE WEEK 

These hymns are listed so you are able to continue your worship at 
home during the week. 

 

LBW 23-O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

LBW 35-Hark, the Glad Sound! 
LBW 37-Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! 
LBW 198-Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
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December 13, 2020 (B)                                          THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Praying for Our Parish in 2020 

Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

 December 14 

Cindy Wilbanks 
 December 17 

Amanda Flemmer 
 


