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Epiphany is about light and darkness, Magi and gifts, believers and enemies of 

the kingdom of God. But mostly, it is about the Son of God Incarnate. Jesus is 

the light of the world—for the people of Israel who had the light of the world 

to point them to the manger and for the Gentile kings who were led there by 

the light of a star. This is the miracle of the promise: it is not for the few, but 

for the whole world. Jesus draws to Himself people from among all the 

divisions, nations, and ethnicities of the world. This was long foretold but 

often forgotten. There is only One who unites the world. His light draws us 

from the darkness of our sin, unbelief, earthly divisions, and differences to 

become one people in His light. In response, we sing, “I want to walk as a 

child of the light.” 

 
P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E  Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

 

Stand 

W E L C O M E  T O  

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H 
 

7301 North 28th Avenue 

Omaha, Nebraska 68112-2816 
 

Sunday Worship ........................................................... 9:00 A.M. 

Education Hour ........................................................... 10:20 A.M. 

Church Office – 402-455-8700 ................... FAX – 402-455-8701 

Email: MountOlv@msn.com Website: mountoliveomaha.com 
 

Happy New Year, and welcome to worship!  

May God restore and bless us as we praise his name together. 

 

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

January 4, 2015 
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  (based on John 1)  

In Christ is life; the life which is the light of the world. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

A man was sent from God whose name was John. He came as witness to the 

light that all might believe. 

He was not the light but bore witness to the light. 

Now the true light which enlightens the world has come. 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Whoever follows Him will never 

walk in darkness but will have the light of life. 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world and through Him God has manifested the 

fullness of His saving glory. 

But we have loved the darkness instead of the light and we are afraid of 

the light, because it exposes our sin. 

Whoever lives by the light, welcomes the light, so that what we have done is 

exposed and what God has done to redeem us is plainly revealed. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Together we confess: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a holy people, 

belonging to God by Baptism and faith, that you may declare the praises of 

Him who called you from the darkness of sin and death to the marvelous light 

of forgiveness and life. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the � Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

G A T H E R I N G  
 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Rise, Shine, You People! 

 

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

Our human story; God in Him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

With grace unbounded. 

 

See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 

He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 

Now are forgiven. 

 

Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

To all the world go out and tell the story 

Of Jesus’ glory. 

 

Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 

His new creation. 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 
K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

4  

 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Rise, Shine, You People! 

 

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

Our human story; God in Him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

With grace unbounded. 

 

See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 

He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 

Now are forgiven. 

 

Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

To all the world go out and tell the story 

Of Jesus’ glory. 

 

Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 

His new creation. 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 
K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 



5  

 

Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 
H Y M N  O F  P R A I S E  

Angels We Have Heard on High Green 71 

 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain: Glo----ri-a in ex-cel-sis Deo;  

  Glo----ri-a in ex-cel-sis Deo;  

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  

 

Refrain: Glo----ri-a in ex-cel-sis Deo;  

  Glo----ri-a in ex-cel-sis Deo;  

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 
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F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Nations come to the light of God’s presence. 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 

you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 

the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall 

come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes 

and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall 

come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 

arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the 

nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 

camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 

bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

P S A L M  7 2 : 1 - 1 1  (antiphon v. 18)  

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Blessèd be the Lord, the God of | Israel, * who alone does | wondrous things. 

Cantor: Give the King your justice, | O God,* and your righteousness to the | royal Son! 

 May he judge your people with | righteousness,* and your poor with | 

 justice! 

Cantor: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,* and the hills, in | 

 righteousness! 

 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the 

 children of the | needy,* and crush the op- | pressor! 

Cantor: May they fear you while the | sun endures,* and as long as the moon, 

 throughout all gener- | ations! 

 May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,* like showers that 

 wa- | ter the earth! 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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Cantor: In his days may the righteous | flourish,* and peace abound, till the moon | be 

 no more! 

 May he have dominion from | sea to sea,* and from the River to the 

 ends | of the earth! 

Cantor: May desert tribes bow down be- | fore him* and his enemies | lick the dust! 

 May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him | tribute;* 

 may the kings of Sheba and Seba | bring gifts. 

Cantor: May all kings fall down be- | fore him,* all nations | serve him! 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;  

 As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor: Blessèd be the Lord, the God of | Israel,* who alone does | wondrous things. 

 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Ephesians 3:1-12 

The Gospel’s promise extends to all. 

 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace 

that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 

revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you 

to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations 

this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to 

his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become 

fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant according to 

the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of his power. 

Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 

bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 

created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 

variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried 

out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and 

confidence through faith in him.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 
Stand 
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G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cantor: We have observed his star at its rising, and have come to | worship him. (Matt 

2:2) 

 

 
H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Matthew 2:1-12 
The magi come to worship the Christ Child. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 

come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 

my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 

from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 

found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
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that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in 

a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 
Sit 

 
S E R M O N  

 
Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Green 76 

 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s own truth and light,  

Aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,  

Our Lord and Master, You have won Our hearts to serve You only! 

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, All victorious, Rich in blessing!  

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 

Come, heav'nly bridegroom, light divine, And deep within our hearts now shine;  

There light a flame undying! In your one body let us be  

As living branches of a tree, Your life our lives supplying.  

Now, though daily Earth's deep sadness May perplex us And distress us,  

Yet with heav'nly joy you bless us. 

 

Left:  Lord, when you look on us in love, At once there falls from God above 

 A ray of purest pleasure. Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood, 

 Refresh our souls with heav’n-ly food. You are our dearest treasure! 

 Let Your mercy Warm and cheer us! O draw near us! For You teach us 

 God’s own love through You has reached us. 
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Right:  Almighty Father, in Your Son You loved us, when not yet begun 

 Was this old earth’s foundation! Your Son has ransomed us in love 

 To live in Him here and above: This is Your great salvation. 

 Alleluia! Christ the living, To us giving Life forever, 

 Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 

 
Cantor: What joy to know, when life is past, The Lord we love is first and last, 

 The end and the beginning! He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

 Transport us to that happy place Beyond all tears and sinning! 

 Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness! We are yearning 

 For the day of your returning. 

 

Oh, let the harps break forth in sound! Our joy be all with music crowned, 

Our voices gaily blending! For Christ goes with us all the way — 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! His love is never ending! 

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation! Exultation! Tell the story! 

Great is he, the King of glory! 

 
N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

. . . trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. Jesus Christ is the light of the world; the light no darkness can 

overcome. In Your light do we have hope.  
 

S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God and with one another by 

greeting those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be 

with you.” 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 
 

M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

The Kings Mark Flemmer 

text and music by Peter Cornelius, tr. H.N. Bate, music arranged by K. Lee Scott 
 

Three kings from Persian lands afar To Jordan follow the pointing star: 

And this the quest of the travelers three, Where the newborn King of the Jews 

may be. 

Full royal gifts they bear for the King; Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

The star shines out with a steadfast ray; The kings to Bethlehem make their way, 

And there in worship they bend the knee, As Mary’s child in her lap they see; 

Their royal gifts they show to the King, Gold, incense, myrrh and their offering. 

O earthly child, lo, to Bethlehem The kings are trav’ling, travel with them! 

The star of mercy, the star of grace Shall lead thy heart to its resting place. 

Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; Offer thy heart to the infant King, 

Offer thy heart! 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Good and loving God, 

we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 

riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 

shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P R E F A C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn: 

 
S A N C T U S  
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E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

You are indeed holy, . . . until he comes. 
 

 

 

 

Therefore, O God, . . . to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, . . . with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those . . . almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands)  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

The bread of God comes down from heaven. Come, eat, and live. 

Amen. 
Sit 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest Green 40 

 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Blue 649 

 

Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning Green 84 

st. 1 - cantor 
 

Stand 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G  

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

S E N D I N G  
 

We Go Out into the World on God’s Mission. 
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C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

Arise, Your Light Has Come! Blue 652 

 

Arise, your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey; 

Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today. 

 

Arise, your light has come! Fling wide the prison door; 

Proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor. 

 

Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born, 

Bind up the broken-hearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

 

Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the wind, God’s pow’r will make us strong. 

 
D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 

Introduction and Confession and Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2014, copyright © 2014 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission. Rise, Shine, Your People copyright © 1974 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Used by permission of 

OneLicense.net #A708099. Kyrie, Psalm Tone #4, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer Endings and Lamb of God are from 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 

license #14075-LIT. Angels We Have Heard on High is in the public domain. Psalm 72 is from Lutheran Service Book copyright © 

2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia Liturgy License #000010765. Gospel Acclamation text and 

Offering Prayer are from Sundays and Seasons 2014 copyright © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Gospel Acclamation 

is from Renewing Worship Liturgies copyright © 2004 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress license #14075-LIT. O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright copyright © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission of 

OneLicense.net #A708099. Arise, Your Light Has Come! copyright © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission of OneLicense.net 

#A708099. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – The Baptism of Our Lord (Year B): Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29;  

 Romans 6:1-11; Mark 1:4-11 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ----------------------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Jr. 

ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------- Arnie Jacobson 

CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Lois Barr 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS -------------------------------------------Gary and Nancy Jacobson 

LECTOR -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dixie Gerhart 

VOCAL SOLO ------------------------------------------------------------------ Mark Flemmer 
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������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 
TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

 - BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

MONDAY - MT. OLIVE BOOK CLUB ----------------------- 7:00 P.M. 

TUESDAY - MEN’S BIBLE STUDY/RICK BARR------------ 7:00 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 

 - CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 

THURSDAY - ALL BOARDS ------------------------------------- 7:00 P.M. 

SUNDAY - WORSHIP ------------------------------------------9:00 A.M. 

 - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  ANNUAL GIVING RECORDS AVAILABLE 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — Don McGuire, a speaker from Christian Heritage will be present for the 

first half of our Adult Bible Class time in the Fellowship Hall. If time remains, our normal two 

Bible Classes will then resume, one of which is an Open Forum with Pastor Jank. Grab a cup of 

coffee and join us.  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY — The Men’s Bible Study will resume this Tuesday, at 7:00 p.m. The 

study on Proverbs will be continued. All men are invited. Questions? Contact Rick Barr at 

402-740-3172. 

OUR MISSIONARIES — We invite your continued prayerful and financial support of our 

missionaries abroad: Julie Lutz and family in Papua, New Guinea (medical missionary), and 

Sharon Owens and family in Macau (evangelist). Remember in prayer also our missionaries 

to Muslim immigrants here in metro Omaha: Aman and Amel Hamid. 

Praying For Our Parish in 2015 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

January 4 

Ryan Flemmer 

January 7 

Aaron Ridner 

Brittany Willmore 

Dalton Willmore 

January 10 

Robbie Moffett, Jr. 

Alexia Moffett 

January 10 

Jessica Moffett 

Gideon Rager 

 

January 4, 2015 (B) EPIPHANY 
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