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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 

 

7301 N 28th Ave. office: 402.455.8700  
Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

Psalm 90 begins: “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.” A beloved 
hymn echoes: “O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.” 

Welcome, as we worship God, our eternal home and shelter. 
 

The Rev. Dr. William G. Moorhead Rachel Misiolek 

Vacancy Pastor             Organist 

TwentyTwentyTwentyTwenty----Fourth Sunday After Fourth Sunday After Fourth Sunday After Fourth Sunday After     
Pentecost (Pr. 28)Pentecost (Pr. 28)Pentecost (Pr. 28)Pentecost (Pr. 28)    

We read today about three servants. Two were good and faithful. One was evil and 
faithless. Two enter into the joy of their master. One does not. Our Lord has entrusted 
us with many good and gracious gifts and sends us into the world to make disciples 
and multiply the gifts we have received. Yet, it is not our own work that leads us into 
the joy of our Master; rather, it is our Master’s work on our behalf. Jesus’ saving work 
of death and resurrection brings us into the joy of our Master. 
 

P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

 

To reduce particle transmission please stay seated throughout the service and 
maintain a minimum six foot distance from others. 

 

 

 

 

I N V O C A T I O N  

 

O P E N I N G  P R A Y E R  

 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

We Enter God’s Presence. 

November 15, 2020 
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C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

 

Our heavenly Father has done wonderful things for us. He has given us more 
than we could ever ask for or imagine. Yet, there have been times when we have 
been ungrateful for God’s gifts, times when we have been lazy and selfish with 
what He has given us, times when we have been unfaithful servants. Yet, our 
heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Heavenly Father, 
we confess that we have not been faithful with all of the good gifts You have 
given us. We have sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have 
failed by our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we 
might be restored as Your servants. 
 

God hears your confession and has promised to be with you always. Almighty 
God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As your called and ordained servant of Christ 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen. 
 

 

O P E N I N G  H Y M N  

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light WOV 649 

 

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.  
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 
 

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
    The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father.
 Refrain 

 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 
 Refrain 
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A P O S T O L I C  G R E E E T I N G  

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Zephaniah 1:7-16 

Sin without repentance will lead to destruction. 
 

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has 
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. And on the day of the 
Lord’s sacrifice I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who dress 
themselves in foreign attire. On that day I will punish all who leap over the 
threshold, who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. On that day, 
says the Lord, a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second 
Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. The inhabitants of the Mortar wail, for all 
the traders have perished; all who weigh out silver are cut off. At that time I 
will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest 
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not 
do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great 
day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the 
Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a 
day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness 
and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and 
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. (NRSV) 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

P S A L M  H Y M N  

O God, Our Help in Ages Past LBW 320 

 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home. 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten, as a dream Dies at the op'ning day. 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Be alert for the day of the Lord. 
 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There 
is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and 
be sober; for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk get 
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God 
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may 
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as 
indeed you are doing. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Abide in me as I a | bide in you;* those who abide in me | bear much fruit. 
(John 15:4, 5) 
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H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Matthew 25:14-30 

The parable of the talents. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 

[Jesus said:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, 
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one 
who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 
made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made 
two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug 
a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master 
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 
two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received 
the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh 
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 
scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on 
my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” (NRSV) 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
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S E R M O N  

 

 Buried Talents Text: Matthew 25:14-30 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

 

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending LBW 408 

 

God, whose giving knows no ending, From your rich and endless store: 
Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, Costly cross, grave's shattered door, 
Gifted by you, we turn to you, Off'ring up ourselves in praise; 
Thankful song shall rise forever, Gracious donor of our days. 
 

Skills and time are ours for pressing Toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
All at peace in health and freedom, Races joined, the Church made one. 
Now direct our daily labor, Lest we strive for self alone; 
Born with talents, make us servants Fit to answer at your throne. 
 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, Gain through pow'rs your grace conferred; 
Ours to use for home and kindred, And to spread the Gospel Word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, As we heed Christ's ageless call, 
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, Serving you by loving all. 

 

A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

Dear heavenly Father . . Let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Into Your hands . . . Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
Amen 
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O F F E R T O R Y  

Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LBW 381 

 

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, "Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting, Who will bear the sheaves away?" 

Loud and long the master calls you; Rich reward he offers free. 
Who will answer, gladly saying, "Here am I. Send me, send me"? 

 

If you cannot be a watchman, standing high on Zion’s wall, 
Pointing out the path to heaven, Off’ring life and peace to all. 
With your prayers and with your bounties You can do what God demands; 
You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet’s hands. 

 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Merciful Father,  

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

P R E F A C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, . . All honor and glory, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven: Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

I N V I T A T I O N  

Come to the banquet for all is now ready. 
Amen. 
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 
the Lord’s Table. 
 
Please stay masked as you come forward when directed to do so. Avoid kneeling or 
touching the communion rail. At the Pastor’s direction remove the seal and eat the 
bread, flip the cup, remove the seal and drink the wine. Dispose of cup and seals in 
containers provided. 
 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness WOV 771 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
    All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.      Refrain 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ WOV 754 

 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy; 
Bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 

Refrain: Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,  
    Pass the Word around: loaves abound! (repeat refrain) 

 

Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, 
Teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express. 
 Refrain 

 

Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) ev’rywhere! 
 Refrain 
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Come, You Thankful People, Come LBW 407 

 

Come, you thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home.  
All is safely gathered in Ere the winter storms begin;  
God, our Maker, does provide For our wants to be supplied.  
Come to God's own temple, come, Raise the song of harvest home.  
 

All the world is God's own field, Fruit unto his praise to yield.  
Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown.  
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear.  
Lord of harvest, grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be.  
 

For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take his harvest home,  
From his field shall in that day All offenses purge away,  
Give his angels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast  
But the fruitful ears to store In his garner evermore.  
 

Even so, Lord, quickly come To your final harvest home.  
Gather all your people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin,  
There, forever purified, In your garner to abide.  
Come with all your angels, come, Raise the glorious harvest home.  

 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G  

 

P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

When departing the Sanctuary please allow the pews in the back to leave first. 
Use side aisles as needed to maintain social distancing and avoid congregating 
in the hallways. 
 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

We Go Forth With God’s Blessing To Serve. 
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C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses LSB 667 

 (Wojtkiewiecz) 
Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending, 
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending; 
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us— 

With grace precede us. 
 

You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory! 
Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story; 
Past, present, future— You, the same forever— 

You fail us never! 
 

D I S M I S S A L  

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

P O S T L U D E  

To reduce particle transmission please take your bulletins with you. 
 

 

Welcome, Confession and Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish Series A Quarter 4 ©2020 Concordia Publishing 
House. Gospel Acclamation verse is from Sundays and Seasons ©2019 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission. Kyrie, Gospel Acclamation 
refrain, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. O God, Our Help in Ages Past, Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling, and Come, Y ou 
Thankful People, Come are in the Public Domain. I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light text copyright © 1970 Celebration admin. The 
Copyright Co. God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending Text: © 1961, Ren. 1989 The Hymn Society (Admin. Hope Publishing 
Company) Great Is Thy Faithfulness Tune: © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Text: © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Co. 
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Tune: © 1975 Hope Publishing Company Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Company Saints, See 
the Cloud of Witnesses Tune: © 1975 Hope Publishing Company Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Company Used by permission of 
OneLicense.net #A708099. Scripture Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. Artwork (c) Laura R. Norton, 
www.lettersaloft.com  
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  — Christ the King Sunday (Year A): Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; 
Psalm 95:1-7a, 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Matthew 25:31-46 

 

 AQQRQSRTU VRSW WXYQWRZ TX[\]  

LIJ MKLKMNOP ------------------------------------------------------------- Mark Sorensen 

LOQNRP ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams 
CILNRP ------------------------------------------------------------------ Kailyn Townsend 

AQRSJNO --------------------------------------------------------------------- Grant Wegner 
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TTKM WOOU IN MRVLN OSKWO  

TX[\] WXYQWRZ --------------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
 H^\_SW \T[ M^[R`\SRXT CXaTQ^_RTU 

 A[a_S BRb_^ C_\QQ/ZXXe -------------- 10:20-11:20 A.M. 
 CXTfRYe\SRXT C_\QQ ---------------------------- 10:30 A.M. 
W^[T^Q[\] BRb_^ SSa[] -------------------------------------- 10:00 A.M. 
 MR[V^^g WXYQWRZ -------------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
 WXe^T’Q BRb_^ SSa[] ---------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 

TWaYQ[\] TWaYQ[\] M\SRT^^ W����� ---------------------- 2:00 P.M. 
SaT[\] WXYQWRZ --------------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
 A[a_S BRb_^ C_\QQ/ZXXe -------------- 10:20-11:20 A.M. 
 CXTfRYe\SRXT C_\QQ ---------------------------- 10:30 A.M. 
 D^`^eb^Y M^QQ^TU^Y AYSR`_^Q Da^ 

  

ALTAR FLOWERS — Are given by Amie and Brian Rikke in honor of their 34th 
wedding anniversary.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES — Adult Bible Class and Fellowship will 
take place today in Luther Hall. Pastor Moorhead will discuss the Gospel. It can also 
be joined via a Zoom meeting. The link to do that is: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/3912069426 Meeting ID is 391 206 9426. Wednesday Morning Bible Study is 
offered live in Luther Hall and recorded and available on our YouTube and 
Facebook sites. Women’s Bible Study are cur rently studying Ruth. Children’s 

Sunday School is currently on hold. For  more information on any of these 
groups please see the monthly newsletter, The Mount Olive Messenger. 

OVERFLOW SEATING — If our worship space looks too crowded for your comfort, ask 
an usher or Max Williams to stream the service live for you in Luther Hall. 

HOLY COMMUNION — We are now using pre-packaged bread and wine. If you would 
like to commune without consuming alcohol please speak to an usher or the Lay 
Minister. 

SPECIAL DAYS THIS WEEK — Anniversaries: 11/15 Brian & Amie Rikke, 11/18 Chad 
& Kelsea Shulewitz, Steve & Gloria Sorensen, 11/19 Mike & Carol McGrath. 
Birthdays: 11/15 Victor Padron. 

PASTORAL CALL LIST — The Call Committee has selected four individuals to 
interview. Their names and a short biography is printed out and on the table in the 
narthex. Please take a copy. 

PROJECT HOPE — Thanks to all who contributed, we met our goal of providing 200 
cake mixes and cans of pumpkin to Project Hope. 

STEWARDSHIP — The annual Stewardship emphasis takes place throughout November. 
Please complete a new “My Resume for Jesus” which is an updated time and talent 
survey and 2021 pledge form. Forms may be placed in the Pledge Box in the back of 
the church, given to an usher or mailed to the church office. We will be collecting 
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them through the month of November. Please contact Director of Stewardship, Max 
Williams with any questions. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON MATINEE — With so many of us "staying safe at home," 
maybe a little entertainment in a relatively "safe" environment would be welcome. 
On Thursday, November 19th, we will be screening the movie "Wonder." “Wonder” 
tells the incredibly inspiring and heartwarming story of August Pullman , a boy with 
facial differences who enters the fifth grade, attending a mainstream elementary 
school for the first time. The 2017 movie stars Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson, Jacob 
Tremblay and Mandy Patinkin. Questions, comments, movie suggestions call Dixie 
Gerhart...402-453-6707 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE — Annual Thanksgiving Day Worship will be Thursday, 
November 26th at 10:00A.M. 

YOUTUBE — Sunday services and other videos will be available on the Mount Olive 
YouTube channel. Subscribe to our channel (Mount Olive Lutheran Church Omaha) 
on YouTube or by visiting our Facebook page. Our YouTube channel can also be 
found at https://www.youtube.com/MountOliveLutheranChurch.  

WINTER WEATHER-As winter weather is unpredictable, please keep in mind that 
church operations may be impacted. Monday through Thursday, if conditions are 
difficult, call the church office before stopping by to make sure the office is open. 
Likewise, if it seems possible that worship may be cancelled due to weather 
conditions, check one of the following sources for notification-Mount Olive’s 
Facebook page or Mount Olive Weather Notification Group on Facebook, our 
website www.mountoliveomaha.com, a special edition of our Mount Olive Weekly 
email or local news stations. Remember that your safety is more important than your 
attendance. Please speak to Mikale Townsend, Jr. or one of the other lay ministers if 
you have questions. 
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November 15, 2020 (A)                TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Praying for Our Parish in 2020 

Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

November 15 

Gary Jacobson 

November 15 

Robbie Moffett, Sr. 
November 15 

Judy Rath 

 November 17 

Emily Johnson 


