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Every October, many Protestants celebrate the work of reform-
ers who brought about much-needed change in the Christian 

church. At the center of their contributions were four teachings: 
 

• Scripture alone: The supremacy of the Bible as the surest 
guide for faith and life. 

 

• Grace alone: The supremacy of God’s undeserved love. God 
counts us “right” with him when we accept his free gifts of for-

giveness and salvation. 
 

• Faith alone: The supremacy of faith. Only by believing and 
trusting in God’s promises, and through no works or achieve-

ment of our own, do we receive eternal life. 
 

• The priesthood of all believers: Christians are “members of 
one another” (Ephesians 4:25, NRSV). In God’s eyes, Chris-

tians are all on the same level. We each have a ministry to fulfill 
to one another and to people outside the faith. Martin Luther 

said we’re “reciprocally and mutually one.”  
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October, 2020 

 

Another Top Ten list. But not a Top Big Ten list. In random, unprioritized order. 

1. Mount Olive's 93rd anniversary is October 19. We'll celebrate on the 18th. 
2. Reformation Day is always October 31. We'll observe the 503rd on October 25. 
3. Our annual stewardship emphasis is coming up. Follow my lead and example. 
4. Thank you for taking us in, showing us around, answering our questions, responding 
to our requests, and helping us get settled and feeling welcomed. We have transferred 
our membership to Mount Olive and have become voters. We have begun fulfilling a 
financial pledge. We feel comfortable. 
5. Thanks, too, for nominating me for another term as your 
Omaha North Circuit Visitor (2021-2023). I will attend Dis-
trict's annual Circuit Visitor retreat in Schuyler October 1-2 as 
part of my current term's responsibilities. 
6. I love preaching and teaching. Please join me for worship 
and study on Sunday mornings and for study on Wednesday 
mornings. I enjoy the interaction you bring both mornings. 
7. The District Pastors' Conference is October 19-20. More on 
that later. 
8. Thanks to your staff, leaders, and volunteers for all you do. 
You all handle your responsibilities very well. 
9. The day of my installation was very enjoyable. Our family 
was here, as well as some friends, Nebraska District President 
Richard Snow, and a couple of area pastors and a Sudanese 
missionary. 
10. The search for our next pastor continues. Maybe in 4-6 
weeks we'll have started working on the list of names approved 
by both President Snow and Mount Olive voters, D.v. 
(D.v.=Deo volente=God willing) 

Pastor Bill Moorhead 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 10:00-3:00* see page 5 
Church Secretary: Jill Clausen 
Organist/Choir Director/Worship Planner: Rachel Misiolek 
Part-Time Vacancy Pastor: The Rev. Dr. William G. Moorhead 
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr. 
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Mount Olive’s Call Committee 
submitted a list of nominees for 
call to the district president on 
September 8th. This list was com-
piled with suggestions from indi-
vidual members of the congrega-
tion. On September 24th we re-
ceived a list of 16 candidates for 
call. Along with their names we were given a three page document completed by their district 
president and a ten page questionnaire filled out by the individual pastor. The call committee 
met via Zoom on Sept 29th. and will meet in person October 8th to discuss our next steps. A 
condensed packet of information will be available on the bulletin board outside the church of-
fice for anyone who would like the names of the men that have been nominated. Over the up-
coming months the members of the committee will carefully review all information we have 
obtained as well as other information we gather about our prospective call candidates. On be-
half of the Call Committee I ask for each member and friend of this congregation to pray for 
the members of the committee, the candidates, those advising them and our future pastor and 
their family. 

-Mike Townsend, Jr. 

Call Committee Chairman 

Directory of Lay Ministry 

 

Lutheran Family Services CARES Assistance 

 

Mount Olive already supports Lutheran Family Services (LFS) through our "Bringing Christ to 
All the World" tithe. LFS has applied for and received a grant under the CARES Act that ena-
bles LFS to serve Nebraska individuals and families whose lives have been affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The financial assistance from this fund may be used to cover the follow-
ing: 

• Overdue rent or mortgage to avoid eviction or foreclosure 

• Utility costs to prevent shutoff 

• Basic needs items, including groceries, formula, diapers, personal hygiene products, and 
household cleansers 

• Purchase of one smartphone and/or tablet per household to enable telehealth access or for 
school-aged youth to access online school platforms. 

If you know of anyone who might need any of the above help in Omaha or anywhere in the 
State of Nebraska, please assist them by downloading and referring them to one of the infor-
mation sheets available in both English or Spanish. Go to their website for more information: 
https://www.lfsneb.org/CARESFund/. 
                 -Max Williams 

Director of Sewardship 
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New Hours at 
Omaha Public Libraries 

 

Some exciting news! Omaha Public Library 

locations are reopening to the public after an 

extended closure due to the impact of  
COVID-19. By the time you read this, eight  
locations will be open, including the Florence 

Branch library at 2920 Bondesson St, with  
four locations (Saddlebrook, W. Clarke 

Swanson, South Omaha, and W. Dale Clark Main Library) opening at dates yet to be 
determined. 
 

OPL branches will be open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., and Friday & Saturday, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Three locations (Millard Branch, Milton R. Abrahams Branch and, soon, W. 
Dale Clark Main Library) will offer Sunday hours, 1-5 p.m. 
 

Visit omahalibrary.org or call 402-444-4800 for more information. Health and safety 
guidelines are in place, so plan ahead for a safe and successful visit. Curbside pickup of 
holds will be offered at all locations upon reopening and items can be returned in outdoor 
book drops for guests who would prefer not to come inside. 

Women's Bible Study will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month...next meetings 
are Wednesday, October 14 and Wednesday, October 28. We will practice social distancing, but 
dear ladies, please do not feel obligated to attend…please do not compromise your safety. 
I have found a Bible study about Ruth that looks good..."The Girl's Still Got It." It is by that same 
gal that did the "Bad Girls of the Bible" studies, Liz Curtis Higgs. The study includes a DVD 
with Liz providing so much more information about the verses we are studying…plus some hu-
mor. I think we could all use a little levity these days. 

You are not required to read. You may chime in and take part as little or as much as you want. 
We generally start at 6 p.m. and try to wrap things up by 7:30 p.m. You are welcome to head in 
after Wednesday night worship if you are attending that. 

If you’ve been wanting to check the Women’s Bible Study out…this is a great opportunity. 

No worries if you cannot slide in right at 6…we usually start off with a "get to know you" ques-
tion. Each lesson stands on its own, so if you miss a night…you’re still okay. If you want more 
information regarding the study, please do not hesitate to contact me at 402-453-6707. 
                    -Dixie Gerhart 
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As some of you may know, 
Brian & Amie Rikke' s son 
(David) and daughter-in-law 
(Sarah) suffered a house fire. 
What the fire and water did 
not damage, the smoke fin-
ished off. They will be living 
with Brian and Amie for the 
next few months. We would 
like to offer help by holding a 
door offering on October 4 
and 11. We hope to get some additional help from 
Thrivent. Whether you donate at church or mail an offer-
ing in please make your check payable to Mount Olive 
and note for "David & Sarah Rikke Fund". 

The Mount Olive Book Club will meet Tuesday, October 
13th at 7:00. To allow social distancing we will hold our 
meetings at church for at least the first few months. Bon-
nie White will provide dessert. New members are always 
welcome. We borrow Book Club bags from the Omaha 
Public Library so there is no cost. You can come every 
month or once in a while. 
 

This month’s book is It Is Well with My Soul:The Ex-
traordinary Life of a 106-Year-Old Woman by Ella Mae 
Cheeks Johnson. An African American centenarian who 
saw W. E. B. Du Bois speak in 1924 and attended Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s inauguration in 2009 shares wisdom 
from a life well lived during a crucial period in American 

history. 
Ella Mae Cheeks Johnson was an inspirational, dynamic, and one-of-a-kind woman, whose or-
dinary life was nothing less than extraordinary throughout the course of her 106 years. A gradu-
ate of Case Western Reserve University, Ella Mae was the child of former slaves and experi-
enced the best and worst of the past century in America—from the Jim Crow era and the Great 
Depression to the inauguration of President Barack Obama in 2009, which she memorably at-
tended. Through it all, she endured—and thrived—by adhering to the example of the Good Sa-
maritan: the belief that compassion is the key to the good life and offering to help without ex-
pecting payback brings its own rewards. In It Is Well with My Soul, Ella Mae Cheeks Johnson 
shares her insights on living a long and enjoyable life and her hopes for the future (Book re-
view from Amazon.com).  

If you have any questions please contact Liz Matson, Peggy Posey or  Bonnie White. 

Effective October 1, church office 
hours will be 10:00-3:00 Monday -
Thursday. I may still come in on an 
occasional Friday for a delivery or to 
complete a task. If you have a pasto-
ral need you may call Pastor Moor-
head directly at 402-651-2239 or one 
of our Lay Ministers. Messages left 
on the church voicemail will be re-
sponded to the following week. Nor-
mal hours will resume once we have a 
permanent pastor or coronavirus re-
strictions have lifted.  

-Jill Clausen 

Church Secretary 



CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Our church was founded October 19, 1927. My 
father, Jerry Zulfer, was born October 25, 1936. 
He has been a member of this congregation all 
his life. His grandparents, uncles, aunts and par-
ents were all involved in the early years of 
Mount Olive. 
 

My dad’s earliest memories of Mount Olive 
took place at the old church building at 30th 
and Mormon. My grandparents thought the best 
way to get their four boys to behave during the 
worship service was to sit in the front pew. My 
dad vividly remembers Pastor Ollenburg looking down at him from the pulpit (maybe that is why 
he always sits in the back of the church now?). 
 

Sunday School was held in the church basement. The classes were separated from each other by 
bedsheets hanging from the ceiling. The Bible story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego was not 
hard to visualize when you had a fiery furnace roaring nearby. Sunday School was held year round 
and every Christmas Eve the children of the congregation were given a gift bag that held an orange, 
walnuts and some candy. 
 

A yearly church picnic was held in the summer in the church yard. After building the new church 
the picnics were at Miller or Fontenelle Park. 
 

My dad guesses he was about 7 or 8 years old when he started serving as an usher. World War II 
was going on and most of the men of the congregation were in the military. The fun part about ush-
ering was ringing the church bell at the beginning of the service. That was one church job that the 
kids really liked! 
 

The idea that the congregation is a church member’s family was literally true in his case. His grand-
parents, Henry and Ida Abels had eight children and those that stayed in the Florence area were in-
volved in the church. He had cousins as Sunday School and Confirmation classmates and aunts as 
Sunday School teachers. Some of his other Sunday School teachers were Miss Ardith VanZago 
(Clanton), Miss Betty Henninger (Sorensen) and Miss Lorraine Friederich (Laible). 
 

Without a doubt, the most exciting event was the construction of a new church building. My uncle 
was the last person confirmed in the old building and evidently my grandmother pulled some 
strings because my dad was the first person to be confirmed in the new building. My dad remem-
bers this because as a Zulfer he was expecting to be the last person called, not the first! 
 

Let me know if you enjoyed this look back. 
-Jill Zulfer Clausen 

Church Historian 
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We remember in 

Prayer- 
 

...Neve Anson, Rod & Ka-
ren Lorang, Carol 
McGrath, Rosalie 
Soodsma & Irene Yeck. 

 

...William Kowalik, who 
is serving with the 82nd 
Airborne at Ft Bragg, 
NC. 

 

...Pastor Bill Moorhead 
who serves as our part-
time pastor. 

 

...our Intentional Interim 
Pastor Glenn Meyer, who 
received a call to serve in 
Illinois. 

 

...our Mount Olive Call 
Committee as they con-
tinue their work. 

 

...all who are affected by 
the Coronavirus.  

 

...our members and friends 
who are unable to join us 
at worship. 

 

...our future pastor and his 
family. 

 

...The pastors, staff and 
members of our North 
Circuit congregations, 
schools, and preschools.  

 

 

 Mount Olive is 
helping to support two 
missionaries and their 
families who live 
abroad. We remember 
them periodically in 
our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue 
to support them finan-
cially with your regular 
gifts. Information 
about their work is 
shared on the north hall 
bulletin board and in 
our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an en-
couragement for your 
continued interest and 
support. For the year 
2020 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

Julie Lutz 

PO Box 803 

Mt. Hagen, 

Western Highlands 
Province 

Papua New Guinea 

Julie.lutz@lcms.org 

 

Rev. David & 

Mrs. Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.
org 

Friday Night Flix 

is now ……... 

Thursday Afternoon  
Matinees! 
With so many of us “staying 
safe at home”, maybe a little 
entertainment in a relatively 
“safe” environment would be 
welcome. We will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall, keeping safe 
by socially distancing. Mark 
your calendars for Thursday, 
October 8 and Thursday, Octo-
ber 22 for 2 P.M. shows. Our 
first movie will be "Wonder", 
based on R.J. Palacio's 2012 
book which was a New York 
Times Bestseller. “Wonder” 
tells the incredibly inspiring 
and heartwarming story of Au-
gust Pullman, a boy with facial 
differences who enters the fifth 
grade, attending a mainstream 
elementary school for the first 
time. The 2017 movie stars 
Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson, 
Jacob Tremblay and Mandy 
Patinkin. If you have any ques-
tions, comments or movie sug-
gestions please call Dixie Ger-
hart at 402-

453-6707. 
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Thanks to Mikale Townsend, Jr. and Mark Sorensen for their de-
voted work in providing a livestream of our Sunday worship ser-
vice and Fellowship Hour. They have also enabled us to host 
many meetings and other events through Zoom. Once the service 
has been streamed it is available to watch any time on our 
YouTube channel. It can be found by typing Mount Olive Luther-
an Church Omaha in the search box on YouTube or at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UC3HE6an5bZa1Ba0sQRIJCmQ. 
Anyone interested in helping out with this process is welcome to 
contact Mark at 402-210-8630. It is pretty easy and a few more 
volunteers would allow a rotation of workers.  
 

Thank you to Kristi Townsend for faithfully managing the Mount 
Olive Prayer Chain. Kristi has done this job behind the scenes for 
many years. Prayer requests can be emailed to Kristi at : 
townsend.kristi@gmail.com or contacting her by phone at 402–

457-9611. If you would like to join the prayer chain, you may do 
so by contacting Kristi. 

 

Thank you to the following for 
assembling and preparing the 
September Messenger: Dixie 
Gerhart, Becky Hurt, Judy 
Rath, Barb Stacy and Linda 
Williams.  
 

Thank you Barb Stacy for taking 
the Messenger to the post office. 
 

 

 

Many thanks to those who have 
agreed to serve on the Call 
Committee. They are Galen 
Behr, Josh Callahan, Jill 
Clausen, Melissa Lorang, Ra-
chel Misiolek, Amie Rikke, 
Mark Sorensen, Paul 
Whitmore, Max Williams and 
Mikale Townsend, Jr. 
(Chairman). Please keep them in 
your prayers. 
 

GIVE BLOOD  GIVE LIFE 

 

The Red Cross would like to thank 
everyone who came to the  
September 19th Blood Drive at 
Mount Olive. They collected 19 
pints of blood which will help save 
57 lives.                 -Bonnie White 

Thanks to Amie and Brian Rikke for 
not only gathering the church’s re-
cycling but also making sure that the 
building is sanitized after each use. 
This adds up to multiple visits every 
week. Thank you for your diligence 
in keeping us safe.  
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 Updated! Project Hope is preparing for Thanksgiving. 
Annually they provide Thanksgiving baskets for clients. 
The baskets include ingredients to prepare a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal. Because of Covid-19 the Project 
Hope director has broken up the basket filling tasks into 
smaller segments spread over more of the churches. 
Mount Olive has been asked to help by donating 200 
spice cake mixes and 200 15 oz. cans of pumpkin. We 
have been told that both these items may be hard to find. 
You can contribute carrot cake mix and 15 oz. jars of 
applesauce instead. If you are able to contribute, please 
place your grocery items in the box marked Project 
Hope in the church lobby (near the restrooms). You can 

also contribute financially by going to the Project Hope website at www. ProjectHopeOma-
ha.org or by putting an offering in the plate marked “Project Hope Thanksgiving”. Items will 
be delivered to Project Hope on November 2. Please contact Victor Padron with any questions. 

Blood Pressure Screening will resume the 
month of October at Mount Olive, the first 
and 3rd Sundays, after worship and before 
adult Sunday School in the church library 
(*note the new location). Also, if you have 
any health concerns or questions, I’m always 
available for that, too. 
Flu season is upon us, and it’s time for a 
yearly flu shot. With very few exceptions, 
everyone 6 months and older should receive a 
flu vaccine. If you received one late last sea-
son, you need one this fall as well. Now is the 
time as it takes a couple weeks for immunity 
to build after receiving it.                                       October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
In the U.S., 1 in 8 women will develop breast cancer in her lifetime. In 2020, an estimated 
2,620 men will be diagnosed with breast cancer. Breast cancer is the most common cancer in 
American women, after skin cancer. 
The good news about breast cancer trends is in recent years there has been a reduction in fe-
male breast cancer incidence in women aged 50 and older. Death rates have also declined, in 
part due to better screening, early detection, increased awareness and continually improving 
treatment options. 
The American Cancer Society recommends women with average risk to have the choice of 
starting annual mammograms at ages 40-44. Women 45-55 should have yearly mammograms, 
ages 55 and above should have mammograms every other year. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 9) High risk women include those with a parent, sibling or child with a 
breast cancer diagnosis or those with the BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene. High risk individuals 
should discuss with their physicians what recommendations they have and follow those. 
Most insurances cover mammograms. Individuals without insurance can contact area mammo-
gram providers and inquire about free or reduced cost mammograms as these are available 
here in Omaha. All providers of mammograms have a free or reduced program. 
 

The Coronavirus is still a concern for  us. Please continue to follow all CDC recommenda-
tions and the Nebraska State Health Department guidelines. The virus prefers dry conditions. 
There is an increased risk this fall as we turn our furnace on in colder weather and have de-
creased humidity. Also, we tend to gather indoors more. As we enjoy cooler weather, open 
your windows for fresh air to circulate in your home. 
Get fresh air and sunshine, exercise, eat a balanced diet, practice stress reduction. 
 

CDC recommendations are: 
• Wear a mask 

• Practice social distancing, 6 feet minimum 

• Practice hand washing and use hand gel frequently 

• Watch for symptoms: fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
fatigue, muscle/body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea. 

• Call 911 immediately if you have trouble breathing, persistent pain or pressure in chest, 
new confusion, inability to stay awake, blueness in your lips or face. 

If you have fever, cough or other symptoms or if you think you might have been exposed to 
the Coronavirus, call your healthcare provider.  

-Amie Rikke 

Parish Nurse 

 

Learning from Autumn Leaves 

 

Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying the intricate shapes and God’s creative, 
colorful displays. Despite its deterioration, the foliage reveals splendor — mere months after 
bursting out in spring and providing summer shade. 
 

I often think I’m like an autumn leaf. Through many seasons, God has transformed me from a 
self-absorbed person to one who trusts his steadfast promises. Winter is approaching for me 
too. Yet the Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect God’s goodness and beauty. During the 
autumn of my life, I pray that God helps me embrace changing seasons while reflecting his 
love and light to all. 
 

—MaryAnn Sundby 
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Special days in 

October 
B a p t i s m s  

Tracy Viles - 1 

Loureine Whitwer - 1 

Bonnie White - 2 

Addison Wheeler - 6 

Hailey Standley - 9 

Ray Hogan, Jr. - 10 

Alea Wegner - 10 

Alex Wegner - 10 

Adela Jank - 12 

Justin Corcoran - 14 

Keh’Lani Hatten  14 

Sarah Webb - 14 

Jaymee Corcoran - 15 

Jaxton Corcoran - 16 

Sharon McDonald - 19 

Diana Kinney - 22 

Michael Steckelberg 24 

Klara Jank - 25 

Eleanor Misiolek - 25 

Tom Trusty - 27 

Colton Seefus - 28 

Kenzee Wheeler - 30 

Madalynn Wheeler- 30 

B i r t h d a y s  
Robert Frazer - 1 

Colton Seefus - 1 

Bonnie White - 2 

Austin Wegner - 4 

Isabelle Nordaker - 7 

Dean Hinsley - 9 

Hailey Standley - 9 

Bob Wegner - 9 

Kara Kowalski - 11 

Randy Johnson - 13 

Karen Lorang - 13 

Sharon McDonald - 14 

Tim Wegner - 15 

Jacob Markham - 18 

Timothy Worrall - 23 

 

Ray Hogan, Jr. - 25 

Jerry Zulfer - 25 

Mckoy Kosch - 27 

Mike Townsend, Sr. 28 

Betsy Kosch - 29 

Jeff Misiolek - 29 

A n n i v e r s a r i e s 
Mikale & Kristi Townsend, Jr. 4 

Jerry & Stephanie Markham 9 

Robbie & Tamra Moffett, Sr. 10 

 

William & Cindy Wilbanks 10 

Tom & Pat Trusty 12 

Keith & Debbie Fly 27 
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 WBC D E F G  AH H I J K L J M I  

Date Worship Communion 

September 2 5 5 

September 6 51 50 

September 9 4 4 

September 13 56 52 

September 16 5 5 

September 20 56 52 

September 23 6 6 

September 27 54 50 

Total 242 229 

Weekly Average 60 57 

September 30 5 5 

SICNFJO  SMEIKPQI  FBC  OMHBRIC  

Lay Minister - Galen Behr 

Lector - Marsha Behr 

Acolyte - Alexis Brown 

Cantor - Mark Flemmer 

Altar Guild  Barb Stacy 

D i r e c t o r y  C o r r e c t i o n s  

Please make the following updates to the 2020 Directory: 
 

Mark Sorensen, 12630 N 60 ST, Omaha, NE 68152-1015 

 

Contact the church office with any corrections or updates. 
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