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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 

 

7301 N 28th Ave. office: 402.455.8700  
Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

No matter what brings you here or what you’re facing, take heart: “The LORD is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1).  

 

The Rev. Dr. William G. Moorhead Rachel Misiolek 

Vacancy Pastor Organist 

The Sixteenth Sunday  
After Pentecost 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the 
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no 
matter what time of the day they begin to work. In baptism we receive the grace of 
God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy 
we are all beggars. 
 

P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

 

To reduce particle transmission please stay seated throughout the service and 
maintain a minimum six foot distance from others. 

 

 

 

I N V O C A T I O N  

 

O P E N I N G  P R A Y E R  

 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.  

We Enter God’s Presence. 

September 20, 2020 
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C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
Have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We 
pass judgement on one another before examining ourselves. We place our 
own needs before those of neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again 
to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear  the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of † Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live 

in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 

O P E N I N G  H Y M N  

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness WOV 771 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
    All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.      Refrain 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
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A P O S T O L I C  G R E E E T I N G  

 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

 

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 55:6-9 

God’s ways are far beyond our understanding. 
 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the 
wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to 
the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

P S A L M  2 7 : 1 - 9  

The Lord Is My Light 
 

 Verse 1-Choir members from their pews 
 Verses 2, 3, 4-Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

 

Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

Living is Christ and dying is gain. 
 

I want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me has actually helped 
to spread the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole 
imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ; and 
most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by my 
imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear. 
for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
this will turn out for my deliverance. It is my eager expectation and hope that I 
will not be put to shame in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, 
Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by death. 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard 
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pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is 
far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting 
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 
suffering for him as well— since you are having the same struggle that you 
saw I had and now hear that I still have. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

Congregation –refrain, Cantor-verse 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Open our | hearts, O Lord,* to give heed to what is said | by your Son. 
 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Matthew 20:1-16 

The parable of the vineyard workers. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 

[Jesus said:] “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five o'clock he went out and 
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found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here 
idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about 
five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the 
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and 
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to 
do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” (NRSV) 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
 

S E R M O N  

 

 Run the Race Text: Hebrews 12:1-3 

  1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such hostility against 
himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart (NRSV) 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

 

Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives 
the prize? Run in such a way that you may win it. Athletes exercise self-control 
in all things; they do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable 
one. So I do not run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air; but I 
punish my body and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself 
should not be disqualified. (NRSV) 
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H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

 

Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling  LBW 381 

 

 Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, "Who will go and work today? 

 Fields are white and harvests waiting, Who will bear the sheaves away?" 

 Loud and long the master calls you; Rich reward he offers free. 
 Who will answer, gladly saying, "Here am I. Send me, send me"? 

 

 If you cannot speak like angels, If you cannot preach like Paul, 
 You can tell the love of Jesus; You can say he died for all. 
 If you cannot rouse the wicked With the judgment's dread alarms, 
 You can lead the little children To the Savior's waiting arms. 
 

 If you cannot be a watchmen, Standing high on Zion's wall, 
 Pointing out the path to heaven, Off'ring life and peace to all, 
 With your prayers and with your bounties You can do what God demands; 
 You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet's hands. 
 

 Let none hear you idly saying, "There is nothing I can do," 

 While the multitudes are dying And the master calls for you. 
 Take the task he gives you gladly; Let his work your pleasure be. 
 Answer quickly when he calls you, "Here am I. Send me, send me!" 

  

A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

Drawn together in the compassion of God, . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
All these things. . . Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

Instrumental Interlude. 
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P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

 

S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

You are indeed holy, . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, . . . Your holy church now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven: Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

I N V I T A T I O N  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Amen. 
 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 
the Lord’s Table. 
 

Please stay masked as you come forward when directed to do so. Avoid kneeling or 
touching the communion rail. At the Pastor’s direction remove the seal and eat the 
bread, flip the cup, remove the seal and drink the wine. Dispose of cup and seals in 
containers provided. 
 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  
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Lord of All Hopefulness LBW 469 

 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labors, and give us we pray, 
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
Be there at our homing, and give us we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

O Living Bread from Heaven LBW 197 

 

 O living Bread from heaven, How well you feed your guest! 
 The gifts that you have given Have filled my heart with rest. 
 Oh, wondrous food of blessing, Oh, cup that heals our woes! 
 My heart, this gift possessing, With praises overflows! 
 

My Lord, you here have led me Within your holiest place, 
And here yourself have fed me With treasures of your grace; 
For you have freely given What earth could never buy, 
The bread of life from heaven, That now I shall not die. 
 

 You gave me all I wanted; This food can death destroy. 
 And you have freely granted The cup of endless joy. 
 My Lord, I do not merit The favor you have shown, 
 And all my soul and spirit Bow down before your throne. 
 

Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened With heav’nly food, while here 
My course on earth is lengthened, to serve will holy fear. 
And when you call my spirit To leave this world below, 
I enter, through your merit, Where joys unmingled flow. 
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We Go Forth With God’s Blessing To Serve. 

Salvation unto Us Has Come LBW 297 

 

Salvation unto us has come By God's free grace and favor; 
Good works cannot avert our doom, They help and save us never. 
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; 
He is our mediator. 
 

Theirs was a false, misleading dream Who thought God's law was given 

That sinners might themselves redeem And by their works gain heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright To bring the inbred sin to light 
That lurks within our nature. 
 

And yet the Law fulfilled must be, Or we were lost forever; 
Therefore God sent his Son that he Might us from death deliver. 
He all the Law for us fulfilled, And thus his Father's anger stilled  
Which over us impended. 
 

Faith clings to Jesus' cross alone And rests in him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, With love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; Works serve our neighbor and supply 

The proof that faith is living. 
 

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by his grace; All glory to his merit. 
O triune God in heav'n above, You have revealed your saving love; 
Your blessed name we hallow. 
 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G   

 

P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

When departing the Sanctuary please allow the pews in the back to leave first. 
Use side aisles as needed to maintain social distancing and avoid congregating 
in the hallways. 
 

B E N E D I C T I O N  
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C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

On Our Way Rejoicing ELW 537 

 

On our way rejoicing Gladly let us go. 
 Christ our Lord has conquered; Vanquished is the foe. 
 Christ with-out, our safety; Christ with-in, our joy; 
 Who, if we be faithful, Can our hope destroy? 

 

Refrain:  On our way rejoicing; As we forward move, 
  Hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 

 

 Unto God the Father Joyful songs we sing; 
 Unto God the Savior Thankful hearts we bring; 
 Unto God the Spirit Bow we and adore,  
 On our way rejoicing Now and evermore.          Refrain 
 

D I S M I S S A L  

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

P O S T L U D E  

 

To reduce particle transmission please take your bulletins with you.  
 

As We Gather, Confession and Absolution and Gospel Acclamation verse text are from Sundays and Seasons Year A 2020 © 2019 
Augsburg Fortress. Gospel Acclamation refrain, Gospel Acclamation verse tune, Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer, Invitation and Lamb 
of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling, Lord of All Hopefulness tune, 
O Living Bread from Heaven, Salvation unto Us Has Come tune and On Our Way Rejoicing are in the Public Domain. The Lord Is My 
Light © 1973 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission. Great Is Thy Faithfulness © 1923 ren. 1951, Hope Publishing Company; 
Lord of All Hopefulness text © 1931 Oxford University Press; Salvation unto Us Has Come text © 1941 The Lutheran Hymnal Used by 
permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Scripture Readings are from  the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 
by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. Artwork (c) Laura 
R. Norton, www.lettersaloft.com  
 

N E X T  S U N D AY  — The 17th Sunday after Pentecost-Pr. 21 (Year A): Ezekiel 18:1-4, 
25-32; Psalm 25:1-10; Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18; Matthew 21:23-27 

 

 

 

 APPQPRQST UQRV WW�PVQX TWYZ[  

LIJ MKLKMNOP ------------------------------------------------------------- Paul Whitmore 
LOQNRP --------------------------------------------------------------------- Mark Sorensen 

CILNRP -------------------------------------------------------------- Rev. Roland Jank, Jr. 
AQRSJNO ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Albert Hogue 
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TTKM WOOU IN MRVLN OSKWO  

TWYZ[ WW�PVQX --------------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
 AY\]R BQ^]_ C]ZPP/ZWWb -------------- 10:20-11:20 A.M. 
 CWScQ�bZRQWS C]ZPP ---------------------------- 10:30 A.M. 
W_YS_PYZ[ BQ^]_ SR\Y[ -------------------------------------- 10:00 A.M. 
 MQYU__d WW�PVQX -------------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
 WWb_S’P BQ^]_ SR\Y[ ---------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
S\SYZ[ WW�PVQX --------------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 
 AY\]R BQ^]_ C]ZPP/ZWWb --------------- 10:20-11:20A.M. 
 CWScQ�bZRQWS C]ZPP ---------------------------- 10:30 A.M. 
 MOMMOLXOP APNKQSOM DVO 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS — Today’s flowers are given in honor of Abigail Hagen’s thirtieth 
birthday. 

OVERFLOW SEATING — Our service is also being streamed in Luther Hall for anyone 
who would prefer more social distancing. 

HOLY COMMUNION — We are now using pre-packaged bread and wine. If you would 
like to commune without consuming alcohol please speak to an usher or the Lay 
Minister. 

SPECIAL DAYS THIS WEEK — Anniversaries: 9/21 Justin & Ashley Corcoran; 9/22 Ron 
& Annette Hurt, 9/25 Jerry & Delores Wille; Birthdays: 9/22 Adela Jank, 9/24 
Roger Perrigo, 9/25 Ruth Benish, 9/26 Emily Johnson. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR — Adult Bible Class and Fellowship will take place 
today at 10:20 in Luther Hall. It can also be joined via a Zoom meeting. The link to 
do that is:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3912069426 Meeting ID is 391 206 9426. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS — Confirmation class meets on Sundays from 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
Any questions should be directed to Galen Behr at 402-981-2667. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS — Pastor Moorhead offers a Wednesday morning 
Bible Study in Luther Hall at 10:00 A.M. All are invited. Please bring your own 
Bible. 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE — In addition to our regular Sunday service, an 
evening worship service with Holy Communion is now available every Wednesday 
at 6:00 p.m. 

DEVOTIONALS AND MAGAZINES — We receive many publications that are available to 
the congregation. Devotional items such as Daily Devotions (for families), Our 
Daily Bread and Portals of Prayer are available on the table at the back of the 
church. We have received notification that Hope-Full Living has been purchased by 
another company and will resume publication. Also available on the bulletin board 
and brochure rack outside the church office are Lutheran Life, Lutheran Witness, 
.LWML Quarterly, New Horizons, The Lutheran Journal, The Lutheran Layman, 
The Lutheran Message among many others. Please help yourself. 
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MEN’S GROUP — The Men’s Group will begin meeting soon. Contact Tim Lorang at 
402-578-8338 for details. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY — Back by popular demand! Women’s Bible Study met on 
Wednesday, September 9th and will meet again on September 23. We are switching 
to the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. You are not required to read. You may 
chime in and take part as little or as much as you want. We generally start at 6 p.m. 
and try to wrap things up by 7:30 p.m. If you’ve been wanting to check the 
Women’s Bible Study out, this is a great opportunity. No worries if you cannot slide 
in right at 6, we usually start off with a connect question. If you want more 
information regarding the study, please do not hesitate to contact Dixie Gerhart at 
402-453-6707. 

PROJECT HOPE THANKSGIVING — Mount Olive has been asked to help donate 200 
spice cake mixes and 200 15oz. cans of pumpkin. If you have difficulty finding 
pumpkin, you mays substitute a 15 oz. jar of applesauce. Please place your grocery 
items in the box marked Project Hope in the lobby of the church (near the 
restrooms). You can also contribute financially by going to the Project Hope website 
at www. ProjectHopeOmaha.org or by putting an offering in the plate marked 
“Project Hope Thanksgiving”. Contributions will be delivered November 2nd.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL — At this time the decision has been made to postpone the beginning 
of Sunday School until Sunday, November 1. This corresponds with what Omaha 
Public Schools is doing. Any changes will be publicized in the bulletin, weekly e-
mail and monthly newsletter. 

CHOIR POSTPONED — Due to Covid-19 the choir season will be postponed. A tentative 
start date of November has been set. 

YOUTUBE — Sunday services and other videos will be available on the Mount Olive 
YouTube channel. Subscribe to our channel (Mount Olive Lutheran Church Omaha) 
on YouTube or by visiting our Facebook page. Our YouTube channel can also be 
found at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3HE6an5bZa1Ba0sQRIJCmQ 
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September 20, 2020 (A)                THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Praying for Our Parish in 2020 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

 September 21 
Mark Sorensen 

 September 24 
Kaylee (Fly) Smith 

Nicholas Fly 

 


