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THE BOOK OF ACTS       July-August 2020 

A Bible Study Reviewing Lessons Learned From the Experiences of the Early Church Facing 

Persecution in a Pre-Christian Era that may be Applied to the Present Day Church Facing Opposition in 

a Post-Christian Era that is quickly taking on the Mannerisms and Belief Systems of a Pre-Christian Era:  

In other words, “What Can We Learn From Acts That Applies to Today?” 

Main Resource: The Holy Bible  (The Lutheran Study Bible - ESV - 2009 CPH) 

Author: Luke 

Date Written: 60-62 AD 

Purpose: To link the Gospel of Jesus and the service of the 12 apostles with the missionary work of the 

apostle Paul.   

(p. 1820) “Luke seems very concerned to demonstrate that Christianity is no threat to the Roman Empire 

and that Christians are loyal citizens.  He is not shy in recording the fact that the Gospel 

brought controversy, whether among Jews in Jerusalem or Gentiles in Ephesus.  Yet Luke 

wants the reader to understand that, when carefully examined by Roman officials, Christians 

are innocent of any charges of rebellion.  Christians spread their doctrine throughout the 

known world and even to the capital of Rome without resorting to violence, even though they 

were often persecuted.” 

Where today are Christians trying to convince governments that they, the Christians, are not a threat to 

the government, but instead can be a source of loyal citizens and a blessing to the nation? 

Introduction: “Reading Acts p. 1828” 

 “The world turned upside down”  Acts 17:6, “”These men who have turned the world upside 

down have come here also……” 

1. Those who have recently watched the Broadway Play: Hamilton: What bar song were the British 

soldiers singing as they marched away in defeat after the battle of Yorktown? 

 

2. How did the world seem to be turned upside down for the faithful Pharisee trained work-

righteous Jewish believer? 

a. Messiah has come? – suffered death? – has risen again? – Messiah also to save the 

Gentiles? – without circumcision? – without the customs of the Law? 

i. Luke 24:13-27  “was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 

enter into His glory?  And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He 

interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” 

 

b. The preaching of salvation through Jesus, confirmed by the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

“turned the world upside down” 

 

c. How is our world, as Christians, turned upside down?  And what do we do about it? 
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3. Luke, in Acts, continues the story of Jesus’ work in and through the apostles and other disciples.  

Acts records the progress of God’s mission to reach the ends of the earth with the promise of 

forgiveness and everlasting life in Christ – a mission that continues today as the Lord works 

through His Church. 

 

Acts 1:1-5  The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day 

when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 

had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
4 And while staying (eating) with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will 

be baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 

Acts 1:6-11  The Ascension 
 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 

own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he 

had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken 

up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

Overlap with Luke 24:44-52 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for 

[and] the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 

upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 

The Ascension 
50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed 

them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 

 

Key Verses: 

Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

Luke 24:44-47, (see above) 

 

Application from these portions of God’s Word for the Church today: 


