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Our Creator and Lord, from You all things 
come and to You are all things directed. 

Provide for our nation faithful leaders who 
will hear and heed Your law, protect and de-
fend the citizens, preserve the precious gift 
of liberty, and inspire us to use our freedom 
honorably. Make us mindful of the heritage 
our forebears have given to this land, and 
guide us to be faithful in our stewardship of 

all the resources You have provided. 

So if the Son 
sets you FREE, 
you will be 

FREE indeed.  
 

John 8:36 



M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 2 

From Pastor Meyer’s Desk:               July, 2020 

 

Different and unexpected describes much of what we have exper ienced 
in our country, community, church and homes over the past several 
months. When faced with such ‘turmoil’ we have basically two choices: be 
frozen in fear or embrace the uncovered and new opportunities to live and 
share the hope and promise that is ours in Jesus and His Word! 
 

I am proud of the fact that Mount Olive has not stood idle during this time 
of Covid-19. 

 

…..We have conducted an outdoor prayer service that around 25 attended, a service that neighbors of 
the church have told us that they would like to see us do again, and more often. (An idea for some-
thing once a month either outside or inside, depending on weather, to which all the neighborhood is 
personally invited?) 
 

…..We have started a weekly Wednesday evening, 6 pm, informal worship service that is meeting a 
need for some members who are not comfortable coming to church as part of a larger crowd on Sun-
day morning during this pandemic. Our last two Wednesdays had attendance of 10 & 5, but of those 
attendees, I have been specifically asked to continue to provide this opportunity for worship and the 
receiving of the Lord’s Supper. Our Lay Minister Paul has been a huge help in making these possi-
ble. 

 

…..We continue to offer the Lord’s Supper after the Sunday Worship Service till 10:15 am (and also 
from 11 am – Noon) and have now made the Lord’s Supper part of the closing of the Wednesday 
night service. 

 

…..We found a way to conduct our Town Hall Meeting and present the report of the Interim Task 
Force. When the newly formed Call Committee gathers the recent ‘Pastoral Expectations’ survey of 
members and sends their call information material to the district office, this will set in motion having 
our Pre-Call Meeting with District President, Rev. Rich Snow and the ‘official’ gathering of names 
of pastoral candidates for our Call List. 

 

***THIS PART OF THE PROCESS WILL TAKE SOME ADDITIONAL TIME, BE PA-
TIENT!!!  President Rich Snow will be contacting district presidents for information on vari-
ous pastors and waiting for their replies as he puts this list together.  Know that a process, that 
is already slow, has NOT been made any faster by the pandemic!*** 

 

**Again, names of pastoral candidates are NOT gathered UNTIL we have our pre-call meeting 
with President Rich Snow** 

…..We, as a congregation, have ministered in some unique and extra-ordinary circumstances, and 
God has been praised and people have been encouraged and comforted in the hope and promise that 
is offered to all in Jesus.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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In accordance with Mount Olive’s by-laws the Board of Lay Ministry is forming a Call Com-
mittee to proceed with the next steps of calling a new pastor. The call committee will begin by 
compiling the data received from both the Interim Task Force and the congregation self study 
forms that were returned. This information will then be given to our district president, Rev. 
Richard Snow. President Snow will review the information along with any names forwarded as 
candidates and put together a list of potential pastors for our congregation. The committee will 
then use materials provided from the district to learn about the candidates and consider how 
each would fit into God’s plan for Mount Olive. This process will take several months. Pastor 
Meyer will complete the terms of his contract in mid-August. We will then be served by a 
part-time called or vacancy pastor and/or supply preachers. Once our list of candidates is nar-
rowed down to one to three names the committee will further interview the candidates, listen to 
and observe their preaching content and delivery, meet their families and ultimately offer a call 
to serve our congregation. The Board of Lay Ministry and the Call Committee ask the mem-
bers and friends of Mount Olive to pray that wisdom, discernment and God’s guidance be with 
all involved in the process and continued prayers for our next resident pastor and their family. 

-Mike Townsend, Jr. 

Directory of Lay Ministry 

The family of Pastor Roland Jank, Sr. of Omaha, NE will honor his July 
14th 100th birthday with a card shower. Pastor Jank is currently a resi-
dent of Immanuel Fontenelle Home in Omaha and has been a member of 
Mount Olive since 2004. Birthday wishes may be sent to: Pastor Roland 
Jank, Sr., c/o Immanuel Fontenelle Home, 6809 N. 68th Plaza Room 
234,Omaha, NE 68152-2117. 
 

Pastor Jank, Sr. served as pastor of a dual parish in Amherst and Sumner, 
NE after graduating from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in 1945. Then 
from 1956-1971 he was the sole pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Has-
tings, NE. Next he moved to eastern Iowa where he pastored a two-point parish in Guttenberg 
and McGregor, Iowa from 1971-1978. His final call was as associate pastor at Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, Columbus, NE from 1978-2004. 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Our church secretary, lay ministers, leaders, musicians and several volunteers have been very instru-

mental in these responses. My admiration and thanks is extended to them all! 

 

…..We have worked very hard to try to maintain contact with one another as members and 
friends of Mount Olive. I am only one of several who are part of this ongoing effort. Most of the 
contacts are maintained through the telephone, but Zoom and various forms of video chats have 
also been used. If you or someone you know has been overlooked, please get in touch with the 
church office and we will work to get in touch with you. Also, let the church office know if you 
would like to be part of this effort in maintaining contact with one another. In this way we seek to 
encourage and lift up one another in the love of Christ during this ongoing challenging time of 
masks and social distancing. 

 

As I write this, I am in the midst of finalizing some of the things that we want to see take place in 
my last seven weeks with you as your Intentional Interim Pastor. Things like: 
- Call Committee up & running; 
- member contact circles; 
- confirmation boot camp; 
- pre-call meeting with District President; 
- taking steps to help facilitate a smooth transition as we all go forward in God’s grace. 

 

There will likely be a ‘vacancy pastor’ for a time, we pray that it is a short time. Yet, we all know 
that the current pandemic has interfered with our ‘normal’ processes and though we will do what 
we can to keep moving forward, the ‘time’ of various things will be in God’s good and gracious 
hands. 

 

“Don’t Be Afraid” has been a part of several of the readings and messages that we have heard 
and shared at church over the last several weeks. As we go forward, God is saying to us all, as 
His people of faith, “Don’t be afraid!!!” God assures us that He will continue to be with us, as we 
move forward in His grace. 
 

“Don’t Be Afraid” to trust God and follow where Jesus leads you in continuing, expanding and 
starting new ministries. You have some awesome resources, gifts and talents here at Mount Olive. 
By God’s grace and blessing, you are a caring, welcoming spiritual family in Christ.  Thanks to 
God, you are also able to state something that many congregations cannot, “We are financially 
stable.” And, you are in a GREAT location for children ministry and other ministries that are ur-
gently needed in the North Omaha area. We praise God for His blessings and we thank God for 
the many, many people who continue to faithfully bring forth their gifts of thanksgiving to God in 
support of the work and ministry that takes place here and through the church of Mount Olive. 
 

“Don’t Be Afraid” to continue to move forward, on the foundation of God’s unchanging Word, 
but ministering to ever changing situations in our ever-changing community. At the same time, 
don’t be surprised at a push to make everything just like it was in the past. We were a congrega-
tion very set in our ways, yes, wanting some different results in some areas (Continued on page 6) 
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“Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one 
of these.” 

Matthew 6:28 

 

 

Flowers beautify the sacred space 
of our church, and are a gift to 
God and those who attend our 
worship services. This is a beau-
tiful way to glorify God and give 
thanks for special people or 
events in our life. Mount Olive 
Altar Guild has traditionally 

offered the opportunity to 

purchase flowers for the altar and 
is delighted to offer this practice 
once more. 
 

 

 

Flowers will be provided by Janousek Florist who has agreed to deliver flowers to the church on 
Fridays at no additional cost (normal delivery is $15.00). The flowers will be placed behind the 
altar for worship on Sunday and then may be taken with you after the service. You may request one 
or two bouquets, and specify a color or particular flower you would like included. A minimum or-
der is $30 and the cost may increase with customization. The sign-up sheet is the hallway between 
the sanctuary and the education building. 
 

Flowers may be placed in honor or in memory of someone, or to celebrate a birthday, anniversary 
or in recognition or honor of someone’s achievement. For dedication information to be published in 
the Sunday bulletin the day an arrangement is placed, it should be submitted to the church office no 
later than noon on Wednesday before the arrangement is to be displayed. 
 

You may also make a monetary donation to the Mount Olive Flower Fund to provide flowers on a 
Sunday that has not been reserved. A contribution to the Flower Fund is a meaningful way to honor 
or remember a loved one. Please call the church office at 402-455-8700 with any questions. 

 

-Mount Olive Altar Guild 
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(Continued from page 4)  (like community outreach) but not looking to change a thing. 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has been terrible in how it has affected so many lives, no question about 
it, and it’s not over yet by a long shot! Yet, one possible blessing of this pandemic (when we look 
back months and years from now) may be that it forced us to be open to necessary change that 
may help us be more effective ambassadors for our Lord going forward. 

 

It is possible, that your next resident pastor may be pleasantly surprised at how open you have 
become in responding to his ideas and passions as you together, listen to one another, dream 
together, and do the ministry for which God is calling and bringing you together. 
May you all take to heart God’s Word as you go forward in His grace and direction:  

 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

I commend all of you who have found creative ways to continue to gather  for  worship (in 

your homes and at church) and grow in the reading and study of God’s Word. I applaud all those 

who have stepped up in various ministry efforts, even in the midst of this pandemic.  

 

“Well Done Good and Faithful Servants” 

 

Be not afraid! Trust in the Lord, and follow where He continues to lead you. 

 

Your interim pastor and forever brother and fellow servant in Christ, 

 

Pastor Meyer 

 

PS: In case you were wondering, my last Sunday with Mount Olive is scheduled for August 16, 

2020. This was the original commitment and plan that we had made, together, one year ago. 

Frankly, things look as good as we could have hoped, at this time, and I and the leadership of 

Mount Olive see no reason to extend my call to serve with and among you. What is coming 

next for me, is still unknown at this time, but that is not unexpected. That’s part of how it often 

goes for an Intentional Interim Pastor. 

 

In the meantime, we all still have work to do! And that work continues for us all until the day 

that God calls us to heaven! 

KEEP PRAYING, especially keep your  next resident pastor  and his family in your  pray-

ers as God prepares him for the move (whether he yet knows it or not) and God prepares you to 

receive, welcome, and work with him without any reservation. 

In anything good that takes place, remember ‘To God Be The Glory!…. Great Things HE 

Has Done!” 



M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 7 

We remember in 

Prayer- 
 

...Neve Anson, Becky 
Day, Marge Eastman, 
Sue Hirsh, Ray Hogan, 
Mary Hogue, Rod & 
Karen Lorang, Carol 
McGrath, Emily Stand-
ley, & Amy Zook. 

 

...our sister in Christ 
 Linda Williams, who 
mourns the death of her 
brother. 

 

...William Kowalik, who 
is serving with the 82nd 
Airborne at Ft Bragg, 
NC. 

 

...our Mount Olive Call 
Committee as they they 
begin their work. 

 

...all who are affected by 
the Coronavirus through-
out the world. May all 
healthcare workers know 
of God’s healing work 
being done through them.  

 

...the person that God is 
preparing to be the next 
permanent pastor here at 
Mount Olive. 

 

...our Mount Olive family 
as we move forward with 
God’s plan for us. 

 

 
 Mount Olive is 
helping to support two 
missionaries and their 
families who live 
abroad. We remember 
them periodically in 
our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue 
to support them finan-
cially with your regular 
gifts. Information 
about their work is 
shared on the north hall 
bulletin board and in 
our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an en-
couragement for your 
continued interest and 
support. For the year 
2020 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

Julie Lutz 

PO Box 803 

Mt. Hagen, 
Western Highlands 
Province 
Papua New Guinea 
Julie.lutz@lcms.org 

 

Rev. David & 

Mrs. Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.
org 

 

Dear Mount Olive Friends and 
Family, 
 

Due to the World Wide 
COVID-19 Pandemic, we un-
fortunately will not be able to 
hold our annual Fourth of July 
celebration this year. We want 
all of friends and families to 
stay safe, stay healthy and 
please stay positive. We thank 
you for your support over the 
years and we hope to enjoy 
spending time with all of you 
next year-July 2021. 
 

God’s Blessings, 
 

The Wegner, Kosch and 
Hogue Families 
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 To my Mount Olive 

Family, 
 

Thank you all for the 
cards, kindness and phone 
calls sent my way follow-
ing the death of my broth-
er Jim. Your actions are so 
very much appreciated. 

 -Bev Allen 

Thanks to Amie & Brian Rikke. Not only do they collect the church’s recycling, they have 
been making sure our areas are being properly sanitized. 

Change to Building Access 
 

Effective June 28, 2020 entry to the building’s north door will be controlled by access cards. If you 
currently have or will need access to that door, please speak to me to set up a time to get your card 
and instructions. You may also stop by during church office hours (Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m.) for a card. Please call ahead to be sure I am here. The security system will still need to 
be armed/disarmed as before. The west door will still be locked/unlocked by key. As always, if you 
do use the west door, be sure to disarm the security system at the pad by the north door. You will 
still need your key to access any locked doors within the building. Feel free to contact me at 402-

650-5962 or 402-455-8700 with any questions. 
     -Jill Clausen 

Director of Church Properties 

Thank you to Mikale 
and Kristi Townsend, 
Jr. for  all of the time 
and effort they have 
dedicated to making it 
possible for Mount Ol-
ive to broadcast our 
Sunday worship ser-
vices. It has truly been 
a blessing to many peo-
ple. 

 

The Ultimate Destination 

Few things are better than the first day of a long-awaited vacation. The excitement of reaching our 
destination, the anticipation of fun-filled adventures, the freedom to relax and lay down our bur-
dens for a while — we’ll pay good money for that. But it’s a fleeting pleasure. Before our bags are 
even unpacked, the clock has already begun counting down to when we’ll have to return to the 
pressures of everyday life. It won’t always be so. One day, we’ll lay down our burdens for good. 
When we reach our ultimate destination, God our Father will welcome us. Our loved ones, long 
gone, will gather to celebrate. And every day of this breathtaking adventure will be like the first 
because time will no longer rule over us. The best vacations are just a shadow of what God has in 
store for his children. 
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Stewardship During COVID-19 
Saint Paul praised God for the congregation at Corinth with 
these words from 2 Corinthians 9:12-15:  
“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of 
the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of 
thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that ac-
companies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in 
their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of 
the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for  
his indescribable gift!” 
 

I can say the same about you, the people of God at Mount Olive. Through the end of May, our wor-
ship offerings are down by only about 6% compared to May 2019. Our savings are covering the 
shortfall. 
 

To account for God’s generosity in 2019, in February 2020, the Voters authorized an additional 
$6,550 for ministries outside our congregation. Therefore, the Parish Planning Council authorized 
donations of $4,000 for Project Hope and $2,550 for Together, Inc. Hopefully, this will assist them 
in their vital work during this time of added food shortages and homelessness.  
 

Several of you have recently joined our electronic offering program, Joyful Response. Thanks to 
the generosity of Lutheran Church Extension Fund, we now able to offer recurring and one-time 
giving options with the Give+ app for your mobile phones. (You can view all of our giving options 
on our website at mountoliveomaha.com/giving-options. Check out this page just to see it. It’s our 
first attempt at a slide show on our website.) 
 

We have made a number of changes due to the pandemic. We are: 
• counting offerings only twice per month;  
• not reporting to you on your pledges this year (Your pledges were always made to the Lord, not 

to Mount Olive, anyway.); 
• only routinely sending offering statements by email (However, you may always request that a 

statement be emailed to you by contacting our Financial Secretary, Peggy Posey [402-960-8022 
or peggyleeposey@gmail.com].); and  

• probably making some mistakes in matching offerings with envelopes numbers due to the inex-
perience of your truly as a Counter. (Please let us know if you find a mistake on your offering 
statement.) 

•  

Let me know if you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns. 
-Max Williams 

Director of Stewardship 

402-455-7382; m_wms@knowisinc.com 
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Around our building… 

The areas of our worship space and the fixtures within it all have a special name, purpose and 
meaning. 
Baptismal Font and Paschal Candle-are at the base of the steps leading up to the altar to 
symbolize baptism as one’s entrance into the church. The baptismal font holds the water for 
baptism. The paschal candle is used at baptisms, funerals, and during the Easter Season to re-
mind us that Christ rose from the dead. The word “paschal” comes from the Greek word for 
Passover and refers specifically to the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection. 
Chancel-the elevated area at the front of the church where the altar is located. This is the area 
where we meet God. By being front and center, it reminds us that the purpose of worship is to 
praise, honor and be with God. 
Altar– the altar is the chief focal point of the church building. It is a table for the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper. Here heaven and earth are united as the body and blood of Jesus are giv-
en under the elements of bread and wine for our forgiveness and where the prayers of God’s 
people are offered on behalf of the church and the world. 
Pulpit-the stand on the right side of the aisle. It is larger and is normally used for the reading 
of the Gospel and the sermon. However, the Gospel in particular can be read from either the 
lectern, the pulpit (if it is the text for the sermon), or in the center of the church amongst the 
people. 
Lectern-the stand on the left side of the aisle. It is smaller and can be used for all the Scripture 
readings. 
Sanctuary Candle-the dark red light near the altar. It has a candle that burns continuously as a 
reminder that God is always present.—Article reprinted courtesy of Concordia Lutheran 
Church, Nashville, TN. 
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B i r t h d a y s  

A n n i v e r s a r i e s 

B a p t i s m s  

Special days in 

           July 

Tim & Melissa Lorang 2 

Roland & Suzan Jank, Jr. 13 

Bob & Anne Wegner 25 

Marjorie Eastman - 2 

Rome Motiejaitis - 3 

Madison Webb - 4 

Rita Wiley - 5 

Yo Tierney - 7 

Margaret Wille - 7 

Roland Jank, Jr. - 11 

Steven Kowalski - 12 

Roland Jank, Sr. - 14 

Alexis Brown - 20 

Charly Peterson - 20 

Dan Hurt - 21 

Evelyn Misiolek - 21 

Rosemary Block - 22 

Verdell Adler - 24 

Amber Brown - 25 

Frank Sabatka - 29 

Gloria Sorensen - 31 

Michael Wegner - 1 

Mary Hogue - 5 

Mark Wegner - 5 

Rita Wiley - 5 

Dustin Hogue - 6 

Stephanie Rager - 6 

Dan Hurt - 7 

Helen Norris - 8 

Linda Williams  - 11 

William Witt - 11 

 

Justin Corcoran - 12 

Desirae Greenhagen 12 

Chance Seefus - 12 

Matt Williams - 12 

Ron Hurt - 13 

Gloria Sorensen - 13 

Galen Behr - 14 

Roland Jank, Sr. - 14 

Jessica Moffett - 14 

Judy Rath - 14 

 

Barbara Sherrill - 19 

Ashley Spracklin - 19 

Aaron Ridner - 20 

Yo Tierney  - 22 

Sara Embree - 24 

Cindy Childers - 25 

Lynne Ridner - 25 

Roger Wilson - 25 

Susan Worrall - 30 
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Sunday Worship Communion 

June 3 5 5 

June 7 45 41 

June 10 24 5 

June 14 42 34 

June 17 10 8 

June 21 36 31 

June 24 5 5 

June 28 37 29 

Total 204 158 

Average 26 20 

Lay Minister - Mark Sorensen 

Lector - Marsha Behr 

Altar Guild - Barb Stacy 

SGHI JKL  SMNGOPQG  FRH  JPQS  

WRH T N J U  AV V G K O W K M G  

Please make the following corrections to the 2020 Directory: 
 

Soodsma, Rosalie: Remove-Transferred to Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Omaha, NE 

 

Contact the church office with any corrections or updates. 

D i r e c t o r y  C o r r e c t i o n s  


