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Lord, where my spirit feels dry, breathe new life into me as you did to the 
bones in Ezekiel’s vision.  

Rev. Glenn Meyer Rachel Misiolek 

Intentional Interim Pastor Organist 

We Enter God’s Presence. 

The Fifth  
Sunday in Lent 

Long before Jesus’ death and resurrection, God made clear to His people that death 
would not have the last word. As Ezekiel was inspired to write of the dry bones of 
death having life breathed into them, it would foreshadow the future for God’s people 
through the One who conquered death and grave once for all. In a world of death and 
decay, we are sustained in our journey now until the resurrection of all flesh through 
Jesus Christ, our life-giving Lord and Savior. 
 

W E L C O M E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N V O C A T I O N  

 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
Most merciful God,  
 

We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Christ, the Life of All the Living Green 97 

 

Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ, yourself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe: 
Through Your suff’ring, death and merit Life eternal I inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, Dearest Jesus unto You. 
 

You have suffered great affliction And have borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, fully to atone for me; 
For You chose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, Dearest Jesus unto You. 
 

Then, for all that bought my pardon, For the sorrows deep and sore, 
For the anguish in the garden, I will thank You evermore; 
Thank You for the groaning, sighing, For the bleeding and the dying, 
For that last triumphant cry, Praise You evermore on high. 
 

 

A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, Your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of Your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all of our days, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The dry bones of Israel brought to life. 
 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me 
all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 
dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, 
you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O 
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and 
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I 
prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was 
a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, 
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”. (NRSV) 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Romans 8:1-11 

Living by the spirit of Christ. 
 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 
and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 
do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, 
he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law—indeed it cannot, and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in 
the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body 
is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you. (NRSV) 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  M E S S A G E  

“In Christ: Set Free and Made Alive!" Text: Romans 8:1-2 
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 H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart Green 325 

Verses 1, 2 

 

Lord, thee I love with all my heart; I pray thee, ne’er from me depart; 
With tender mercy cheer me. Earth has no pleasure I would share, 
Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare If though, Lord, wert not near me. 
And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in thee can nothing shake. 
Thou art the portion I have sought; Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord,  
Forsake me not! I trust thy Word. 
 

Yea, Lord, ’twas thy rich bounty gave My body, soul, and all I have  
In this poor life of labor. Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place  
May glorify thy lavish grace And serve and help my neighbor. 
Let no false doctrine me beguile, Let Satan not my soul defile. 
Give strength and patience unto me To bear my cross and follow thee. 
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord,  
In death thy comfort still afford. 

 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

John 11:1-45 

The sign of the raising of Lazarus from the dead. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message 
to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us 
go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there 
not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely 
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to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad 
I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him.” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” When she 
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up 
quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly 
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said 
to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 
you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many 
of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. (NRSV) 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
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S E R M O N  

"A Glorious Hope and Promise" Text: Ezekiel 37:1-14  

 
A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

 With the whole church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

We come, O Lord, with the dry bones of our broken hopes and disappointed 
dreams. Bind us up in Christ, that we may learn to pray with confidence, 
trusting in Your mercy to supply us with all things needful to us and to our 
salvation.  

 

Almighty God, everlasting Father, You saw Israel in their despair and raised 
them up to hope by placing Your Spirit upon them. Join us together with the 
communion of saints in Christ, even though we must for a time stand apart. 
Raise us up from our weariness and grant us Your Spirit, that we may be strong 
in faith, bold in witness, holy in life and steadfast in hope. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

O eternal Lord, Your Son has given us the new birth of water and the Word and 
planted faith in us, that we might be Your own children. Bless Your Church, 
and supply her with able and caring pastors to nurture us in Your Word. Raise 
up faithful church workers, including our leaders at Mount Olive and our task 
force who serve us in Your name. Wherever we are, help us to remember that 
we are Your people, Your Church. Help us in all our vocations and locations to 
be Your people who are active in showing Your love and compassion to all.  
Keep Your Church in Your mercy, that she may believe without fear and love 
without limit even now. Lord, in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

O God of power and might, You hold in Your hand all the might of man. Give 
to us good government and faithful leaders who will heed Your Word and 
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pursue righteousness and justice. Bless and defend us against all destruction, 
especially from this deadly pandemic, and teach us to be patient and faithful 
citizens of this land, using ourselves and our resources wisely for the good of 
all. Lord, in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

O merciful Lord, Your Son shed tears for Lazarus, whom He loved. Grant 
Your compassion, patience and endurance to all who suffer illness, who are 
troubled in mind or whose time on earth is short. Spare us from death now, but 
give us courage and comfort far stronger by Your power over death. Eternal 
God, You carry the grief of those who mourn and remember all who die in 
Christ. Give comfort to the grieving and peace to the dying, and give that same 
comfort and peace to us who live in the shadow and fear of death, that we 
would neither live nor grieve as people without hope but trust in You at every 
hour. Hear all our prayers, especially on behalf of Neve Anson, Marge 
Eastman, Mary Hogue, Annette Hurt, Bri McMahon, Kathleen Rawson, Frank 
Sabatka, Max Williams and for all those we name in our hearts. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
 

O gracious God, You daily and richly grant us all things we need for this body 
and life. Bless our labors, and grant us wisdom to use the fruits of those labors 
wisely and well, for the care of our families, for the poor in their needs, and for 
the support of Your work in this congregation. Preserve us from fear and greed 
as we live and work alone, and turn us instead in love toward our neighbors 
however distant. Lord, in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

O blessed Lord, Your Word continues to go forth and bear good fruit. Bless the 
missionaries planting churches near and far, bless those churches with whom 
we partner in the worldwide work of the Gospel, and bless the congregations 
now struggling to fulfill Your bidding and do what You have called them to do 
in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

O Lord, God Almighty, through Your Son You have kept the promise of the 
ages and rescued us from sin. You have raised up the dry bones of a people 
captive to death and made us alive in Christ forever. Sustain us in this hope, 
that we may endure the tests, trials and troubles of this life and be ready when 
our Savior comes again in His glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R   

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N 

Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart Green 325 

Verse 3 

 

Lord, let at last thine angels come, To Abr’hams bosom bear me home, 
That I may die unfearing; And in its narrow chamber keep  
My body safe in peaceful sleep Until thy reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me, That these mine eyes with joy may see, 
O Son of God, thy glorious face, My Savior and my fount of grace. 
Lord Jesus Christ, My prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
And I will praise thee without end! 
 

 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Introduction is from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2020 © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Confession and Absolution is from 
Lutheran Service Book. Christ, the Life of All the Living and Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart are in the public domain. Scripture 
Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, used by permission. All rights reserved. Artwork (c) Laura R. Norton, www.lettersaloft.com  

 

 

 

 

 AMMNMONPQ RNOS WTUMSNV TTWXY  

A@@A@BACD MACA@BEF ---------------------------------------------------------Mark Sorensen 

AGGHIJKCA@B ------------------------------------------------------------ Mark Flemmer 
LEGBHF -------------------------------------------------------------------------Mark Sorensen 

 

 

 

 

We Go Forth With God’s Blessing To Serve. 



11  

 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) — All church events are cancelled or open only to essential persons. 
Pastor Meyer, the assisting lay minister, and the organist will provide a live stream of Sunday 
morning worship. Please do not come to the church building. The church office will be closed 
and Jill will work from home. Questions regarding the virus may be directed to our Parish 
Nurse, Amie Rikke, who has undergone training specific to the virus. She can be reached at 402-

740-1987. Pastoral needs may be directed to Pastor Meyers at 402-580-2929 or one of the Lay 
Ministers. 

LENTEN WORSHIP — Going forward there will be a Midweek Lenten message broadcast to 
our Youtube channel on Wednesdays. Our Youtube channel can be found on our website or 
Facebook page or at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3HE6an5bZa1Ba0sQRIJCmQ 

LENTEN ALMS — Our Lenten Alms are being earmarked this year to provide financial 
assistance to our former POBLO missionaries, Aman and Amel Hamid. Aman broke his 
spine in a work-related accident last year, spending several months immobilized in traction. 
He is now doing rehab, but still unable to work. Please mail your Alms offerings to Mount 
Olive. In the memo section of your check, write Alms and your envelope number if you 
wish to help this family. 

THRIVENT 50% MATCH - Thrivent will add a dollar for every 2 dollar directed to Mount Olive 
through Thrivent from now until June 30 (until Thrivent has donated $1 million). 
Instructions will be provided in the next Mount Olive Weekly email. 

30 HOUR FAMINE — The Mount Olive Youth Group has postponed the 30 Hour Famine. 
Please speak to Dustin Hogue or Kristi Townsend if you have questions. 
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March 29, 2020 (A)   THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Praying for Our Parish in 2020 

Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

March 29 

Cathy Corcoran 

Doug Pollock 

Emily Standley 

March 30 

Chris Jagasits 
Destiny Prine 

Misty Prine 

 April 1 

Janet Zulfer 
April 2 

Beth Anderson 

Ruth Benish 

Sarah Callahan 


