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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 

 

7301 N 28th Ave. office: 402.455.8700  
Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

Lord Jesus, I lay my worries and distractions before you. Help me open my heart to 
you in unburdened praise and worship. 

 

Rev. Glenn Meyer Rachel Misiolek 

Intentional Interim Pastor Organist 

We Enter God’s Presence. 

The Fourth  
Sunday in Lent 

It’s said that darkness is nothing more than the absence of light. Darkness and 
blindness are words often used throughout Scripture to describe our sinfulness—the 
absence of the true Light. In our continued Lenten journey, we prepare our hearts for 
the dark afternoon of Good Friday at the cross. Yet even in that darkness, Jesus Christ 
brings the light of life. In our times of spiritual blindness and comfort in the darkness 
of this world, we gather again today to see His light through our vision of Spirit-given 
faith, that our eyes may look to Him who is the light of the world—the light no 
darkness can overcome. 
 

W E L C O M E  Please fill out the attendance register sheet. 
 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

 
 

Stand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I N V O C A T I O N  
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C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Awake, O Sleeper Blue 745 

Verses 1 and 4 

 

Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light. 
So learn his love, its length and breadth, its fullness, depth and height. 
 

For us Christ lived, for us he died, and conquered in the strife. 
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life. 
 

A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we remain in darkness without Your light, 
and we walk in blindness if You do not lead. Even in our times of comfort in 
the darkness and times of willful blindness, You shine Your light of truth and 
call us Your children of light that we may see and live in Your grace. Help us 
to acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for all Your blessings, and with 
eyes of faith look to You always that we serve You and others in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Isaiah 42:14-21 

God’s patience with His people and promise of new light. 
 

For a long time I have held my peace, I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor, I will gasp and pant. I will lay waste 
mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbage; I will turn the rivers into 
islands, and dry up the pools. I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, 
by paths they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before 
them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I will 
do, and I will not forsake them. They shall be turned back and utterly put to 
shame— those who trust in carved images, who say to cast images, “You are 
our gods.” Listen, you that are deaf; and you that are blind, look up and see! 
Who is blind but my servant, or deaf like my messenger whom I send? Who is 
blind like my dedicated one, or blind like the servant of the Lord? He sees 
many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not 
hear. The Lord was pleased, for the sake of his righteousness, to magnify his 
teaching and make it glorious. (NRSV) 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Ephesians 5:6-21 

Awake from sleep, live as children of light. 
 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be 
associated with them. For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are 
light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 
good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.” Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 
making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord 
in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be subject to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. (NRSV) 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  M E S S A G E  

"Was Blind But Now I See" 
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H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Green 448 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see. 
 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 
’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

John 9:1-41 

Jesus heals a man who was born blind. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so 
that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him 
who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as 
I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat 
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's 
eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those 
who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept 
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the 
man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made 
the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 



7  

 

God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said 
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been 
blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who 
had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this 
is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now 
he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; 
for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is 
of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been 
blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 
sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are 
his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the 
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born 
blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered 
him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found 
him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is 
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” 
And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that 
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some 
of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 
are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”(NRSV) 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
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S E R M O N  

 A Drama of Blindness and Sight  Text: John 9:1-41  

Stand 
 

A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

 With the whole church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

Blessed Lord, You give sight to the blind, You open the ears of the deaf, and 
You make the lame to walk. Hear the prayers of Your people on behalf of all 
people as they have need. 
 

In the darkness of sin and its death, we cry to You, O Lord. Open our ears by 
Your Word, our minds by Your Spirit, and our hearts by Your grace, that we 
may know and be thankful for all the blessings You have given to us in Christ, 
our Lord, especially the gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. Strengthen us in 
faith, that we may serve You with all our body, mind, soul and strength. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Bidden by Your Word, we pray to You, O Lord, on behalf of Your Church and 
all Your people in every place. Give to us good pastors and servants of Your 
Word who will preach the full counsel of Your Word and serve us with Your 
Sacraments. Raise up many more to serve as church workers, and bless those 
who are preparing for full-time church work, and those currently doing Your 
work, including our current pastor, congregational leaders and task force. 
Guide and lead them and us all during this pandemic so that in all things we 
may honor You and give help and encouragement to those in need. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Defended by Your grace, we ask You, O Lord, to provide us with good and 
faithful leaders who will honor the cause of justice in our land, preserve the 
precious gift of liberty, and protect the lives of those least able to defend 
themselves. Bless the members of our armed forces and protect them as they 
defend us, and grant Your blessing to all emergency workers who come to our 
aid in time of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Knowing Your healing will and gifts, we pray You, O Lord, to remember the 
sick in their afflictions, to calm those troubled in mind, and to keep steadfast 
the dying especially Neve Anson, Marilyn Beig, Ruth Benish, Jill Clausen, 
Marge Eastman, Mary Hogue, Annette Hurt, Bri McMahon, Kathleen Rawson, 
Frank Sabatka, and Max Williams. Give peace and patience to all affected by 
the coronavirus and grant strength and continuing good health to all of our 
medical workers. Show us Your gracious will, O Lord, and sustain those who 
are afflicted in body or mind until that day when You will bestow upon us new 
bodies fit for the eternal life You have prepared for us in Christ. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Mindful of Your promise, we ask You, O Lord, to comfort those who grieve 
and to build up those who mourn with the sure and certain hope that is ours in 
Christ for the resurrection. Remembering the faithful who have died in Christ, 
we pray You to bring us at last to be with them in Your nearer presence, 
looking forward to that day when we shall join in the marriage supper of the 
Lamb in His Kingdom without end. Lord, in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

All these things, O Lord, we pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, asking 
You to grant our prayers not for our sake but for the sake of Him alone. Teach 
our hearts to be content with Your will and to trust that You will answer us 
with what is best for us and at the right time for our need. So do we pray, 
giving testimony of our confidence in Your gracious favor in Christ by 
answering with one voice.  
Amen. 
 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R   

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
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B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N 

God, Whose Almighty Word Green 400 

Verses 1 and 4 

 

 God, whose almighty word Chaos and darkness heard 

And took their flight:  
Hear us, we humbly pray, And where the Gospel day  
Sheds not its glorious ray, Let there be light! 
 

Holy and blessed three, Glorious Trinity,  
Wisdom, love, might! 
Boundless as ocean’s tide, Rolling in fullest pride, 
Through the earth, far and wide, Let there be light! 

 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Introduction is from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2020 © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Confession and Absolution is from 
Lutheran Service Book. Awake, O Sleeper © 1980 Augsburg Fortress. Prior song used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099 
Amazing Grace and God, Whose Almighty Word are in the public domain. Scripture Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, used by permission. 
All rights reserved. Artwork (c) Laura R. Norton, www.lettersaloft.com  

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  — The Fifth Sunday in Lent (Year A): Ezekial 37:1-1; 
 Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 

 

 AOOPOQPRS TPQU WVWOUPX TVYZ[  

A??@?A@BC M@B@?ADE ------------------------------------------------ Mikale Townsend, Jr. 
AFFGHIJB@?A? -------------------------------------------- Mark Flemmer, Liz Matson 

LDFAGE ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Liz Matson 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) — All church events are cancelled or open only to essential persons. 
Pastor Meyer, the assisting lay minister, and the organist will provide a live stream of Sunday 
morning worship. Please do not come to the church building. The church office will continue to 
operate as usual: 10:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M. Questions regarding the virus may be directed to our 
Parish Nurse, Amie Rikke, who has undergone training specific to the virus. She can be reached 
at 402-740-1987. Pastoral needs may be directed to Pastor Meyers at 402-580-2929 or one of the 

 

We Go Forth With God’s Blessing To Serve. 
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Lay Ministers. 
LENTEN WORSHIP — Going forward there will be a Midweek Lenten message broadcast to 

our Youtube channel on Wednesdays. Our Youtube channel can be found on our website or 
Facebook page or at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3HE6an5bZa1Ba0sQRIJCmQ 

LENTEN ALMS — Our Lenten Alms are being earmarked this year to provide financial 
assistance to our former POBLO missionaries, Aman and Amel Hamid. Aman broke his 
spine in a work-related accident last year, spending several months immobilized in traction. 
He is now doing rehab, but still unable to work. Please mail your Alms offerings to Mount 
Olive. In the memo section of your check, write Alms and your envelope number if you 
wish to help this family. 

THRIVENT 50% MATCH - Thrivent will add a dollar for every 2 dollar directed to Mount Olive 
through Thrivent from now until June 30 (until Thrivent has donated $1 million). 
Instructions will be provided in the next Mount Olive Weekly email. 

30 HOUR FAMINE — The Mount Olive Youth Group has postponed the 30 Hour Famine. 
Please speak to Dustin Hogue or Kristi Townsend if you have questions. 
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March 22, 2020 (A)   THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Praying for Our Parish in 2020 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

 March 23 

Eli Hagen 

 March 26 

Benjamin Anderson 

Henry Hagen 

 


