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The weeks before Christmas bring a time of joyful preparation to our homes,
our communities, and our churches. As people who are waiting to welcome the
Lord Jesus once again, we make a priority of making His way straight in our
lives. The many competing voices and sounds of the season may seek to
distract us, but we know what our priorities are to be. We are listening for a
specific sound—the sound of the good news of the coming Savior! With the
hymnwriter we joyfully say, “Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me
aside, And help me to receive You This blessed Adventtide.” LSB 354:4
PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

INVOCATION
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RINGING OF THE CARILLON
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Rachel Misiolek
Organist

WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Stand

Stand

GATHERING

GATHERING

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.
INVOCATION
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LIGHTING OF THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

LIGHTING OF THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us
with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. Grant this through
Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
HYMN

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us
with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. Grant this through
Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
HYMN

Come, O Lord, We Wait in Hope

Come, O Lord, We Wait in Hope
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us in Your
beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our failure
to follow Him, and our reluctance to bear the cross.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship and of the
Means of Grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, our evasion of responsibility
in Your service, and our imperfect stewardship of Your gifts.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God.
Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others through us, that we
have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in condemnation, grudging in
forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, and unwilling to help our neighbors as
we ought.
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. Create in us
clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us.
Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and
ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
May the God of peace sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit, soul, and body
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who
calls you is faithful, and He will do it.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
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O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us in Your
beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our failure
to follow Him, and our reluctance to bear the cross.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship and of the
Means of Grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, our evasion of responsibility
in Your service, and our imperfect stewardship of Your gifts.
Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God.
Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others through us, that we
have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in condemnation, grudging in
forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, and unwilling to help our neighbors as
we ought.
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. Create in us
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Green 23

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

O Lord, how shall I meet you, How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, My hope, my hearts, delight!
Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly All that may please you best.

O Lord, how shall I meet you, How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, My hope, my hearts, delight!
Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly All that may please you best.

Your Zion strews before you Green boughs and fairest palms;
And I, too, will adore you With joyous songs and psalms.
My heart shall bloom forever For you with praises new
And from your name shall never Withhold the honor due.

Your Zion strews before you Green boughs and fairest palms;
And I, too, will adore you With joyous songs and psalms.
My heart shall bloom forever For you with praises new
And from your name shall never Withhold the honor due.
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Green 23

I lay in fetters, groaning; You came to set me free.
I stood, my shame bemoaning; You came to honor me.
A glorious crown you give me, A treasure safe on high
That will not fail or leave me As earthly riches fly.

I lay in fetters, groaning; You came to set me free.
I stood, my shame bemoaning; You came to honor me.
A glorious crown you give me, A treasure safe on high
That will not fail or leave me As earthly riches fly.

Love cause your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling, That led you to embrace
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race.

Love cause your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling, That led you to embrace
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race.

Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, Who sit in deepest gloom,
Who mourn your joys departed And tremble at your doom.
Despair not; he is near you, There, standing at the door,
Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.

Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, Who sit in deepest gloom,
Who mourn your joys departed And tremble at your doom.
Despair not; he is near you, There, standing at the door,
Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

APOSTOLIC GREETING

KYRIE

KYRIE

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation

Congregation

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sit

Sit

WORD

WORD

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON
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FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Good news of impending healing, restoration and transformation.

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Good news of impending healing, restoration and transformation.

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim
the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort
all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I
will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be
known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see
them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim
the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort
all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I
will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be
known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see
them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
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PSALM 126

(antiphon v. 5)

PSALM 126

(antiphon v. 5)

Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
Cantor: When the Lord restored the fortunes of | Zion,* we were like | those who
dream.
Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* and our tongue with | shouts
of joy;
Cantor:then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for
them.”* The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,* like streams in the | Negeb!
Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for | sowing,* shall come home
with shouts of joy, bringing his | sheaves with him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor:Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!

Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
Cantor: When the Lord restored the fortunes of | Zion,* we were like | those who
dream.
Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* and our tongue with | shouts
of joy;
Cantor:then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for
them.”* The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,* like streams in the | Negeb!
Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for | sowing,* shall come home
with shouts of joy, bringing his | sheaves with him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor:Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!

SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Joyful admonitions and blessings grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Joyful admonitions and blessings grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and
he will do this.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and
he will do this.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
Stand

Stand
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way before
you. (Matthew 11:10)

Cantor: I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way before
you. (Matthew 11:10)

HOLY GOSPEL

HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:6-8, 19-28
John the Baptizer, a witness to the true light.

John 1:6-8, 19-28
John the Baptizer, a witness to the true light.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had
been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the
one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him,
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had
been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the
one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

Sit
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Sit
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SERMON

SERMON

Witness To The Light

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Witness To The Light

Stand

Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding

John 1:6-8, 19-28

HYMN OF THE DAY

Tune: Merton (735)

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding

Tune: Merton (735)

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear it say.
“Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!”

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear it say.
“Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!”

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies.

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies.

See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n;

See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n;

So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near.

So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near.

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son
With the ever-living Spirit While eternal ages run!

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son
With the ever-living Spirit While eternal ages run!

NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

9

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
. . . together with Your Son and Your Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

. . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
. . . together with Your Son and Your Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God and with one another by
greeting those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be
with you.”

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God and with one another by
greeting those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be
with you.”

Sit

Sit

MEAL

MEAL

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
arranged by John Ferguson

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Choir

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
arranged by John Ferguson

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim That God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever!
10

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim That God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever!
10

Choir

For the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him, And the hills bow down to greet him!

For the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him, And the hills bow down to greet him!

Straight shall be what long was crooked, And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord Now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken.

Straight shall be what long was crooked, And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord Now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken.

OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS

SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven.…
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(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven.…
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INVITATION

INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

Sit

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.
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The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the bridegroom near;
Go forth as he approaches With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand.
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The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before him Their diadems of gold.
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Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free!
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DISMISSAL

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Introduction and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2014, copyright © 2014 Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission. Lighting of the Third Advent Candle, Gospel Acclamation text, and Offering Prayer are from Sundays and
Seasons 2015, copyright © 2014 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. O Lord, How Shall I Meet You is in the public domain. Kyrie,
Psalm Tone #2, Gospel Acclamation tune, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer ending and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship
copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. Psalm 126 is
from the Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia Liturgy License
#000010765. Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding and Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers are in the public domain. Scripture readings are from
the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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N E X T S U N D A Y – Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B): 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5 (19-29);
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

N E X T S U N D A Y – Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B): 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5 (19-29);
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

 ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 

 ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Shelby Poitra
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CLARINET --------------------------------------------------------------------- Taylor Thomas
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS --------------------------------------------- Doug and Dory Worrall
LECTOR --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Marsha Behr
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 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR-------------- 10:20 A.M.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS REHEARSAL ---- 10:20 A.M.
FINAL ADULT INFORMATION CLASS -------- 3:30 P.M.
CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M.
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M.
WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR-------------- 10:20 A.M.
HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS REHEARSAL ---- 10:20 A.M.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE ----------- 4:00 P.M.

— During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead one
Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall. He is teaching a new Advent four-week study called
Comfort and Joy. Today’s theme is the “Presence of Christ.” A second Bible Class, Marriage:
God’s Design for Intimacy, led by Lois Barr resumes today in the south section of the
Fellowship Hall. Please join us in the study of God’s Word.

ADULT BIBLE CLASSES
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
— This afternoon marks the end of the fall Adult Information
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Class. A Spring class is planned to begin on Sunday afternoon, February 8.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve (Wednesday) 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day (Thursday)

Class. A Spring class is planned to begin on Sunday afternoon, February 8.
10:00 A.M.

the back table. Please do not use them until 2015.
— Would you like to help decorate the church with a poinsettia this year? The
cost is $11.50. Use the sheet on the table in the narthex to sign up. Today is the last day.
Please indicate whether you would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.
SS CHRISTMAS SERVICE — The Sunday school will be presenting ʽTwas The Night Before
this year for our Children’s Christmas Service on December 21st, at 4:00 p.m. All children
are needed to make this a success. We practice during the Educational Hour every Sunday
until the 21st. Please help our efforts by having your children here each week.
AUTOMATIC GIVING — Simply Giving is a safe and secure way to make your Sunday
morning offerings convenient and consistent through preauthorized withdrawal from your
checking account at no extra cost. Your giving continues even if you can’t be here. Pick up
a Simply Giving brochure from Victor Padron or from the Church Office.
NEWCOMER VISITOR TEAM — Max and Linda Williams
OUR MISSIONARIES — We invite your continued prayerful and financial support of our
missionaries abroad: Julie Lutz and family in Papua, New Guinea (medical missionary), and
Sharon Owens and family in Macau (evangelist). Remember in prayer also our missionaries
to Muslim immigrants here in metro Omaha: Aman and Amel Hamid.
THANK YOU — Well that was a lot of fun! The Advent Carols and Readings Soup and
Sandwich Supper was a rousing success! Twelve delicious soups, eight decadent desserts,
tons of set-up, serving and clean-up help and a great turn-out! Galen and I are so grateful to
everyone who made soup or desserts and the kitchen-full of helping hands. Many thanks to
Bev Allen, Marsha Behr, Ruth Benish, Cindy Childers, Marge Eastman, Mark Flemmer,
Aman Hamid, Laura Hogan, Ron and Annette Hurt, Sarah Jank, Suzan Jank, Jody WellsPadron, Judy Rath, Gloria Sorensen, Barb Stacy, Mike Steckelberg, Mike and Connie
Townsend, Bonnie White, Linda Williams and Irene Yeck. -Galen Behr and Dixie Gerhart
POINSETTIA

2015 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2015 on
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Praying For Our Parish in 2014
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.
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