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What will you celebrate this year?
“Christmuss” or Jesus Day? Christ’s birthday
celebration has become too commercial and
frantic. Every year it seems that it becomes
more difficult to truly commemorate God’s
gift of his Son to the world. One writer I read
said that “the battle for the soul of Christmas
ended a long time ago, and cultural forces
won.” That’s clear when Christmas trees fill
homes and apartments in Japan, a country
where 2% of the population is Christian.
Maybe part of the problem is that a purely
spiritual Christmas has never existed. When
the Roman Empire converted to Christianity
in the fourth century, Christians established
Christmas by linking it to pre-existing midwinter celebrations. Many northern cultures
coped with winter by looking forward to
feast and merriment marked by lights and
greenery that reminded them that the darkness would end and life would begin again.
“Christmuss” as we know it began in earnest
with the publication in 1823 of Twas the
Night Before Christmas, the development of
the Santa Claus figure, and the big push for
family togetherness. None of the more recent
elements of Christmas - the songs, the movies, the gifts – has anything to do with Christianity. Songs such as Deck the Halls, We
Wish You a Merry Christmas and Jingle Bells
have no religious content. You would be similarly hard-pressed to find religious messages
in the classic Christmas movies, whether It’s
a Wonderful Life or A Christmas Story or A
Miracle on 34th Street. It is time to stop pretending that “Christmuss” the cultural winter
celebration is about the birth of Christ.
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What are we
Christians to
do? We certainly need to
get beyond
talking about
“the meaning
of Christmas” as being kind to
one another, celebrating the values of family
and love, and letting generosity triumph over
selfishness and greed. These are certainly
admirable themes, even biblical. Thank
goodness “Christmuss” extols them lest it
become one giant shop-a-thon. But we need
to move beyond such a cultural, secular
Christmas.
How can we make it a truly religious holiday
and not collapse in an exhausted and mildly
resentful heap on Christmas morning? I think
we could start by lighting Advent candles
and reading daily devotions to prepare ourselves for the real celebration. We should
sing carols such as Joy to the World, Silent
Night and O Little Town of Bethlehem and
think about their meaning. And on Christmas
Eve and on Christmas Morning we need to be
in God’s house hearing and pondering the
Lukan account of Jesus’ birth and the marvelous plan God has executed for our eternal
salvation. Maybe we even need to bake a
birthday cake for baby Jesus and sing
“Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus.”
I think we all appreciate the burst of festive
energy to get us through winter. And who
doesn’t enjoy fudge and eggnog? But Christ(Continued on page 3)
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To help everyone
attend the Advent
Carols and Readings Service on
Thursday, December 4th, we are
serving supper at
Mt. Olive from
5:30 to 6:45 p.m. that evening.
What a great way to begin the Advent season sharing a meal with your Mount Olive family
and friends!
We plan to have a smorgasbord of hearty soups
and sandwiches as well as desserts to polish off
the meal.
I know you're out there...all you great cooks,
closet gourmet chefs and kitchen cowboys...it's
time to show off your latest recipe!
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Two Sunday Morning Bible Classes
Pastor Jank’s class is doing a four-week
Advent Bible Study on Comfort and Joy
during the month of December. This study
looks closely at Isaiah 40:1-11, a familiar
Advent text.
A second Bible class continues its focus on
Marriage: God’s Design for Intimacy. This
class is led by Lois Barr and meets in the
south section of the Fellowship Hall.

Even if Betty Crocker and the Pillsbury dough
boy are your best friends, that's okay, too.
There will be no charge for the meal. If you
would like to make a donation toward Christmas
Gift Cards for Mount Olive families, that would
be appreciated.
If you would like to bring a crock-pot of soup or
a dessert or if you would like to lend a hand with
preparation, serving, or everybody’s favorite clean-up,
mas is Jesus Day. Let’s be
please contact
intentional to celebrate it in
Galen Behr at
a way that sends that mes402-453-6733
sage to those around us.
or 402-9812667.
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr
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Christmas Service,
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Sunday, Dec. 21st, at 4:00 p.m.

Refreshments served afterwards.
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We remember in prayer

We remember in prayer

...Rick Barr, Amber
Brown, Arnie Jacobson, Sandra Kyle,
Rod Lorang, Robbie
Moffett, Carol
McGrath, Don Weihe,
Debbie Wismont,
Rich Wismont and
Irene Yeck.

...Rick Barr, Amber
Brown, Arnie Jacobson, Sandra Kyle,
Rod Lorang, Robbie
Moffett, Carol
McGrath, Don Weihe,
Debbie Wismont,
Rich Wismont and
Irene Yeck.

...the family and friends
of Donna Wegner that
mourn her death.
...the ministry of Aman
and Amel Hamid in
their work as POBLO
missionaries in metro
Omaha and the Peace
International Center at
44th & Grover.
...the English Language
Learning (ELL) classes
at Mount Olive and the
teachers, greeters, and
coordinator, Marsha
Behr.
...the depressed, the discouraged, the unem(Continued on page 10)

Page 4

C H U R C H

December is a good time to remember with a card some of
our congregational members who have limited mobility.
Elvira Frazer
4656 Willit St.
Omaha, NE 68152-1955
Gloria Lee HighHawk
C/O St. Joseph Villa
2305 S 10 St
Omaha, NE 68108
Doyle Peterson
C/O Florence Home
7915 N 30 St #212
Omaha, NE 68112

Would you like to help
decorate the church with a
poinsettia this year? The cost
is $11.50. Use the sheet on
the table in the narthex to
sign up by December 14.
Please indicate whether you
would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.

Betty Sorensen
C/O Brighton Gardens
9220 Western Ave.
Omaha, NE 68114
Harry Sorensen
12008 N 40 St
Omaha, NE 68112
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Thank You

Thank you to Lorraine Irwin, Nancy Jacobson and
Barb Stacy for helping with
the November Messenger.
Thank you to Lorraine Irwin for taking the finished
newsletter to the downtown
post office every month.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Pearl Wiley
who assists in the church
office on Fridays and to
Rosalie Soodsma who also
lends a hand in the church
office when needed.
- Teresa Kuti
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Advent Wreath

Plan to use an Advent
wreath in your home with
four candles. This will visually assist you in marking
the four weeks of Advent
waiting that precedes the
celebration of Christ’s incarnation. If you haven’t
already done so, please
pick up an Advent devotional book that is available one per family.
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POBLO
We continue to assemble a
few bags of groceries for
Aman and Amel Hamid
to use in their work with
families who are in need.
Items they can use are:
sugar, salt, tea, rice, flour,
cooking oil, dried beans,
jam, no sugar peanutbutter, cookies, juice.
Please no canned vegetables or macaroni and
cheese. A receptacle for
such foodstuffs is in the
north hallway.
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Youth Group

OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD

Youth Group

OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD

Parents, if you need to get away
from the kids to do some shopping, house work or just need a
break, plan to leave your kids at
Mount Olive on Sunday, December 7th. The Youth Group will provide lunch, snacks and
activities from 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. so you can get away for
a few hours. Parents may drop off their children at the church
for an hour, two hours, or for the whole time. There will be an
adult present to help with any difficulties, but the youth will
play and watch the children. There is not a set fee for this service but rather a free-will donation is requested. Registration
is encouraged but walk-ins are welcome! Please R.S.V.P. on
the sign up sheet or by contacting Kristi Townsend at townsend.kristi@gmail.com, (402) 457-9611 or by joining the Facebook event and leave a comment with the number of kids
attending.

Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2014 our missionaries
abroad are:
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The Mount Olive Book Club met on Monday, December 1st, at the home of Jill
Clausen. We held our annual cookie exchange and discussed the book “Pearl in
the Sand” by Tessa Ashfar.

Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
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Our January meeting will be January 5th.
We will discuss the literary classic “A
Wrinkle in Time” by Madeline L'Engle.
We would love for you to be a part of our
group! Make plans to join us.

Concordia English Center
Sharon Owens
174 Rud de Pequim
Com. Bldg. Kong Fat 6 A-B
Macau, SAR China
smomacau@yahoo.com
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“The Word became flesh and
dwelt among
us” (John 1:14).
God became
man; he took on
human flesh, so
that men would
once again
dwell with God.
In the fullness
of time, the Son
of God from
eternity became
a part of history
to be born under
the law in order
to redeem those
under the law.
Christ came
from heaven
above to earth
below for us
men and for our
salvation. He
who knew no
sin became sin
so that we
would be declared righteous in God’s sight. He was defiled so that we would be cleansed. He was
born so that we would not die, and He died
for us so that we would live in Him. He took
upon Himself everything that rightfully belongs to us—sin and death—and in exchange
gave to us everything that rightfully belongs
to Him—righteousness, life, and the status as
the sons of God.
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This is what we celebrate in Advent and at
Christmas. We celebrate the coming of our
Lord to save us from sin, death, and hell. We
celebrate that God in Christ cared for us in
body and soul, for He came not only to reconcile us to the Father by taking away our
sin, but also to redeem us from death and hell
so that we would live with Him in His kingdom, which has no end.
In a sermon on Acts 6 for St. Stephen’s Day,
preached on December 26, 1522, Martin Luther said this: “From this story we learn in
the first place how a Christian community
should be constituted. In addition, we have a
true pattern of spiritual government that the
apostles here provide. They care for souls,
occupy themselves with preaching and prayer, and yet also see to it that the body is cared
for; for they suggest several men who are to
distribute the goods, as you have heard. Thus
the Christian rule is concerned for the people
in body and soul, so that no one suffers
want . . . that all were richly fed and well
cared for in both body and soul.”
And this is one reason we give to the church.
We give so that people will see the church
not just as a place that cares for souls, that
forgives sins, but also a place that cares for
the body. For the church is a place of mercy.
It is a place where we inhale God’s mercy
and lovingkindness through the Word and the
Sacraments for the forgiveness of our sin.
And it’s a place where we exhale the mercy
we received there in love and service to our
neighbor. The church cares for both the body
and the soul.
(Continued on page 10)
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HOSPICE &
PALLIATIVE
CARE
This article is provided by Mount Olive Health
Ministry.

December marks National Hospice/
Palliative Care Month, a time to raise
awareness about care for people coping with
serious and life-limiting illness. Every year,
more than 1 1/2 million patients receive care
in U.S. hospices, which offer pain management, symptom control, psychosocial support, and spiritual care for them and family/
friends.

A LITTLE BACKGROUND INFO
The term “hospice” (from the same root
word as “hospital” and “hospitality”) can be
traced back to medieval times when it referred to a place of shelter and rest for weary
or ill travelers on a long journey. The word
was first applied to specialized care for dying patients by physician Dame Cicely Saunders, who began her work with the terminally ill in 1948, and eventually went on to create the first modern hospice – St. Christopher Hospice – in a residential suburb of
London.
Dr. Saunders introduced the idea of specialized care for the dying to the U.S. during a
1963 visit to Yale University. Her lecture to
medical students, nurses, social workers and
chaplains about the concept of holistic hospice care showed dramatic differences in the
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terminally ill patients and their families before and after symptom control care was initiated... that means, quality of life for as long
as one lives...
When hospice care in the U.S. was established (in the 1970s), cancer patients made up
the largest percentage of hospice admissions.
Today, cancer diagnoses account for less than
half of all hospice admissions. Since less than
25% of U.S. deaths are now caused by cancer, other terminal conditions – heart disease,
lung disease, stroke or coma, kidney disease,
liver disease, dementia, HIV/AIDS and others
account for the majority of hospice admissions.
PALLIATE (fr. Latin palliatus, pp. of palliare
to cloak or conceal) 1. To reduce the violence of
(a disease); to ease (symptoms) without curing the
underlying cause;
2. to moderate the intensity palliative/palliation

WHAT IS HOSPICE/PALLIATIVE
CARE?
Hospice care – considered the model for quality, compassionate care for people facing a
life-limiting illness or injury – involves a
team-oriented approach to expert medical
care, pain management, and emotional and
spiritual support expressly tailored to the patient’s needs and wishes. Support is provided
to the patient’s loved ones as well. At the core
of hospice and palliative care is the belief that
each of us has the right to die pain-free and
with dignity, and that our families and friends
need – and will receive – the necessary support to allow us to do so.
WHAT SERVICES ARE PROVIDED?
In most cases, care is provided in the patient’s
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1963 visit to Yale University. Her lecture to
medical students, nurses, social workers and
chaplains about the concept of holistic hospice care showed dramatic differences in the
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terminally ill patients and their families before and after symptom control care was initiated... that means, quality of life for as long
as one lives...
When hospice care in the U.S. was established (in the 1970s), cancer patients made up
the largest percentage of hospice admissions.
Today, cancer diagnoses account for less than
half of all hospice admissions. Since less than
25% of U.S. deaths are now caused by cancer, other terminal conditions – heart disease,
lung disease, stroke or coma, kidney disease,
liver disease, dementia, HIV/AIDS and others
account for the majority of hospice admissions.
PALLIATE (fr. Latin palliatus, pp. of palliare
to cloak or conceal) 1. To reduce the violence of
(a disease); to ease (symptoms) without curing the
underlying cause;
2. to moderate the intensity palliative/palliation

WHAT IS HOSPICE/PALLIATIVE
CARE?
Hospice care – considered the model for quality, compassionate care for people facing a
life-limiting illness or injury – involves a
team-oriented approach to expert medical
care, pain management, and emotional and
spiritual support expressly tailored to the patient’s needs and wishes. Support is provided
to the patient’s loved ones as well. At the core
of hospice and palliative care is the belief that
each of us has the right to die pain-free and
with dignity, and that our families and friends
need – and will receive – the necessary support to allow us to do so.
WHAT SERVICES ARE PROVIDED?
In most cases, care is provided in the patient’s
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L U T H E R A N

home (hospice care is also provided in freestanding hospice centers, hospitals, nursing
homes and other long-term care facilities) to
patients of any age, religion, race, or with any
life-limiting (“terminal”) condition. Typically, a family member serves as the primary
caregiver and helps make decisions for the
terminally ill person. Members of the hospice
staff -- a multi-disciplinary team – include the
patient’s personal physician, a hospice physician or medical director, nurses, home health
aides, social workers, clergy or other counselors, therapists as needed, and trained volunteers). Hospice staff makes regular visits to
assess the patient and provide care in addition
to that of the family. The goals include:
 managing pain and symptoms
 assisting with the emotional and spiritual
aspects of dying
 providing needed drugs, medical supplies
and equipment
 teaching and coaching family on caring
for the patient
 make short-term inpatient (hospital, nursing home) care available when pain or
symptoms become too difficult to manage
at home, or the caregiver needs respite
time
 providing bereavement care and counseling to surviving family and friends
IT’S ABOUT HOW YOU LIVE
Hospice care for more than 1.65 million
Americans and their families every year...
and that number is growing
 The focus is on caring, not curing
 Hospice is not about “giving up”, nor is it
a form of euthanasia or physician-assisted
suicide
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Hospice provides the care that Americans
have said they want: 88% of polled adults
state they would prefer to die in their
homes, free of pain, surrounded by loved
ones
94% of families who had a loved one
cared for by hospice rated the care as
very good to excellent
Hospice care is not limited to six months
of service: the terminally ill patient has a
prognosis of six months or less, but if
their disease progresses more slowly than
expected, there is not a six month limit to
hospice care services; a patient in the final phase of life may receive hospice care
for as long as a physician certifies that he
or she requires continued intervention
under Medicare Hospice Benefits, two 90
-day periods of care (a total of six
months) are followed by an unlimited
number of 60-day periods, during which
hospice staff will assess and document
continued or changing needs

WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME?
Now is the best time to learn more about hospice... although end-of-life issues are difficult
for most of us to discuss, it’s the best way for
family members to share their wishes before
it becomes a reality. Advance care planning
is making decisions about the care you would
want to receive if you become unable to
speak for yourself: get information, share
your personal values with loved ones, decide
what treatments you would or would not
want, and complete an Advance Directive!
For more information, go to…
http://www.nhpco.org/about/hospice-care
www.caringinfo.org
www.nhdd.org/public-resources
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ployed, and the
lonely in our church
family and our community.

The church is not so heavenly minded that it forgets those in need
on earth. In fact, it cares for the needs of this body and life precisely
because it is heavenly minded. We seek to do what God has done
for us. The church is so ordered that it does both.
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...our need to march
to a different drummer in this season of
excess and empty
merry-making.

Giving to the church is a responsibility given to those who are the
church. This can sometimes be difficult. But it is also a great joy. For
in giving to the church we are giving back to God for His use for others what He has first given to us. In giving to the church, we participate in God’s work here in time for all eternity. In giving to the
church, we who are heavenly minded do what God has done for us:
dwell with those who live in a fallen world and care for them in both
body and soul. Let us, then, in this most joyous season of the church
year, dwell not on the struggles in giving, but rather on the joy set
before us in caring for body and soul as God in Christ has done for us.
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
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