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Welcome to worship on this second Sunday of Advent! We gather to anticipate the
joy of God’s coming — at Bethlehem, in our hearts and at the end of days.
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Throughout the ages, God has sent messengers with special messages for His
people. Many centuries before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah told of how
God would comfort His people. The ministry of Jesus was announced by the
strong spoken messages of John the Baptizer in the wilderness. After the
ascension of Jesus, written messages such as those of Peter, John, Paul, and
James encouraged the first Christians into ongoing lives of faith and witness.
Through His Word, the timeless messages of God come to us anew each week
and in each changing season of the Church Year.
PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.

INVOCATION
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RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Stand

Stand

GATHERING

GATHERING

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.
INVOCATION
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LIGHTING OF SECOND ADVENT CANDLE

LIGHTING OF SECOND ADVENT CANDLE

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle
within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness.
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have
welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and
whose day draws near.
Amen.
HYMN
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Come, O Lord, We Wait in Hope

Come, O Lord, We Wait in Hope
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy
name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
Assured of God’s great mercy, let us confess together that we, by our heedless
thoughts, careless words, and loveless deeds, have sinned against our gracious
God and deserve His punishment now and eternally.
Almighty God, we repent of our sins in thought and in word and in deed.
Be merciful to us and for the sake of Jesus grant us Your forgiveness so
that, as Your redeemed people, we may find rest in You and with
refreshed hearts serve You in time and in eternity.
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

GATHERING HYMN

Green 29

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

Green 29

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim That God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever!

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim That God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever!

For the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him, And the hills bow down to greet him!

For the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him, And the hills bow down to greet him!

Straight shall be what long was crooked, And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord Now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken.

Straight shall be what long was crooked, And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord Now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
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KYRIE

KYRIE

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation

Congregation

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (same as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sit
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WORD

WORD

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 40:1-11
Good news of God’s coming to a people in exile.

Isaiah 40:1-11
Good news of God’s coming to a people in exile.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she
has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and
hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she
has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and
hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places
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a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And
I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the
Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And
I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the
Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM 85

(antiphon v. 9)

Cantor: Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* that glory may dwell | in
our land.
Cantor: Lord, you were favorable | to your land;* you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin.
Cantor:You withdrew | all your wrath;* you turned from your hot | anger.
Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* and put away your
indignation | toward us!
Cantor:Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* Will you prolong your anger to all
gener- | ations?
Will you not revive | us again,* that your people may re- | joice in you?
Cantor:Show us your steadfast love, | O Lord,* and grant us your sal- | vation.
Let me hear what God the | Lord will speak,* for he will speak peace to
his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.
Cantor:Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* that glory may dwell | in
our land.
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Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* righteousness and peace kiss each
| other.
Cantor:Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* and righteousness looks down |
from the sky.
Yes, the Lord will give | what is good,* and our land will yield its | increase.
Cantor:Righteousness will go be- | fore him* and make his foot- | steps a way.
Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* that glory may dwell | in
our land.
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SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

2 Peter 3:8-14
Waiting and hastening the day of God.

2 Peter 3:8-14
Waiting and hastening the day of God.

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow
about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that
is done on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be dissolved in this
way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a
new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are
waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or
blemish.

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
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new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
Stand

Stand

7

7

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: Prepare the way | of the Lord.* All flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God.
(Luke 3:4, 6)

Cantor: Prepare the way | of the Lord.* All flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God.
(Luke 3:4, 6)

HOLY GOSPEL

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 1:1-8
John the Baptizer, baptizing and preaching.

Mark 1:1-8
John the Baptizer, baptizing and preaching.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written
in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written
in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

Sit

SERMON

Sit

SERMON
Stand
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HYMN OF THE DAY

On Jordan’s Banks

HYMN OF THE DAY

Green 36

On Jordan’s Banks

Green 36

On Jordan's banks the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!

On Jordan's banks the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!

Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.

Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.

We hail you as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward;
Without your grace we waste away Like flow'rs that wither and decay.

We hail you as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward;
Without your grace we waste away Like flow'rs that wither and decay.

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, And make us rise to fall no more;
Oh, let your face upon us shine And fill the world with love divine.

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, And make us rise to fall no more;
Oh, let your face upon us shine And fill the world with love divine.

All praise to you, eternal Son, Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit, evermore.

All praise to you, eternal Son, Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit, evermore.

NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant our supplications.
. . . through You Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant our supplications.
. . . through You Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God and with one another by
greeting those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be
with you.”

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God and with one another by
greeting those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be
with you.”

Sit

Sit

MEAL

MEAL

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING
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Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Choir
text by Charles Wesley, musical setting by Jonathan Strommen Campbell

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Choir
text by Charles Wesley, musical setting by Jonathan Strommen Campbell

Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Born thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit Raise us to thy glorious throne.
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OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERING PRAYER

O God,
we return to You only what You have first entrusted to us. Receive these
tithes, offerings and commitment cards for 2015, symbols of the joy we find
in serving You; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

O God,
we return to You only what You have first entrusted to us. Receive these
tithes, offerings and commitment cards for 2015, symbols of the joy we find
in serving You; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS

SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven.…
INVITATION

(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven.…
INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

DISTRIBUTION

Sit

DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with, and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
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statements and give it to an usher.
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Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story:
Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word!
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God’s people, see him coming: Your own eternal king!
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His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:
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Psalm 85, Psalm Tone #2, Gospel Acclamation tune, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer ending and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran
Worship copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. On
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Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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N E X T S U N D A Y – Third Sunday of Advent (Year B): Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126;
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Praying For Our Parish in 2014
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS REHEARSAL ---- 10:20 A.M.
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
YOUTH GROUP TO BABYSIT ---------------- 11:30 A.M.
ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M.
CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M.
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M.
ALL BOARDS MEETING ------------------------ 7:00 P.M.
WORSHIP ------------------------------------------9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS REHEARSAL ---- 10:20 A.M.
FINAL ADULT INFORMATION CLASS -------- 3:30 P.M.

TODAY

-

WEDNESDAY

-

THURSDAY
SUNDAY

-

ADULT BIBLE CLASSES

— During the Christian Education Hour, Pastor Jank will lead one
Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall. He has begun a new Advent four-week study called
Comfort and Joy. Today’s theme is the “Pardon of Christ.” A second Bible Class, Marriage:
God’s Design for Intimacy, led by Lois Barr will resume next Sunday in the south section of
the Fellowship Hall. Please join us in the study of God’s Word.
DEATH — Donna Wegner, our sister in Christ, died at her home on November 27. Her
memorial service was held at Mount Olive this past Wednesday. “Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from now on.” (Rev. 14:13)
BABYSITTING — Parents, plan to leave your kids today from 11:30 to 3:00 p.m. The Youth
Group will provide lunch, snacks and activities. A free-will donation is requested. Walk-ins
are welcome! Questions? Contact Kristi Townsend at (402) 457-9611.
STEWARDSHIP — The 2014 Stewardship Campaign entitled Joyful Giving is ending. Please
return your pledge form for 2015 after prayerfully deciding your cheerful response to God’s
blessings. Your pledge envelope may be returned to the box in the narthex. We dedicate
your promises today.
POINSETTIA — Would you like to help decorate the church with a poinsettia this year? The
cost is $11.50. Use the sheet on the table in the narthex to sign up by December 14. Please
indicate whether you would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.
THIS ADVENT — Plan to use an Advent wreath in your home with four candles. This will
visually assist you in marking the four weeks of Advent waiting that precedes the
celebration of Christ’s incarnation. An Advent devotional book is available one per family.
SS CHRISTMAS SERVICE — The Sunday school will be presenting ʽTwas The Night Before
this year for our Children’s Christmas Service on December 21st, at 4:00 p.m. All children
are needed to make this a success. We will practice during the Educational Hour every
Sunday until the 21st. Please help our efforts by having your children here each week.
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