C H U R C H

MountOliveOmaha.com

L U T H E R A N
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The address is 12652 County Road 36, Blair, NE, 68008. If
you would like directions, please check out the flyer on the
north hallway bulletin board. If you get lost, please call
402-253-7324.

O L I V E

At 10:00 P.M. “Big Bob’s Fireworks choreographed to Music
Extravaganza” will begin. Come for the food or fir ewor ks
or both! All are welcome.

7301 N 28 Ave Omaha, NE 68112

Grilling will start at 6:00 P.M. with hotdogs, brats, buns,
chips, salads, plates, utensils, condiments, ice water and
lemonade, all provided. You are invited to bring a bag of
chips or dip, or a dessert to share if you like. There will be a
DJ with music and karaoke.
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You won’t want to miss the annual Independence Day
celebration held at the Kosch’s residence on Wednesday,
July 3, 2019, from 5:30—10:30 p.m. to celebrate Independence Day. Mount Olive and all of its family, neighbors, and
friends are welcome to join in. There will be bounce houses
for the kids, a bonfire, trampoline, horseshoes, chicken rides,
swing sets, and lots of food.
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Fifty years ago only 5% of United States babies were born outside of marriage. Today at
least 30% are. In fact, 70% of all AfricanAmerican babies and 50% of all Hispanic
babies are born outside of marriage. You may
ask why is this?
It is because our society has been changing,
and not for the better. A whopping 84% of
Americans say their highest goal is to enjoy
life as much as possible. And 67% of those
people self-identify as Christians! Our world
is turning increasingly inward. Screens of all
sizes draw us more and more into ourselves
and away from others. God’s will for us His
creatures is less and less held high as the
standard for behavior. Instead, consenting
adults can do whatever they want to do when
it comes to marriage, sexual relationships,
living together outside of marriage, and rearing children. Obviously, children are the ones
who suffer the most in all of this.
June is the month we are encouraged to think
of fatherhood because we celebrate Father’s
Day on the third Sunday of the month. God
has given us a design for marriage and the
family and parental roles in that family. Genesis 2 tells us: “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is
not good that the man should be alone; I will
make him a helper as his partner.’ . . . So the
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man, and he slept; then he took one of his
ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And
the rib that the Lord God had taken from the
man he made into a woman and brought her
to the man. Then the man said, ‘This at last is
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; . . .
Therefore a man leaves his father and his
mother and clings to his wife and they be-
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come one flesh.” Ephesians 6 tells us:
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to
anger, but bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord.” The pattern is set,
the design is clear, the role of a man and a
father is defined for us by our Creator. It may
be challenging at times to follow, but we men
ask God to help us carry out this vocation.
A 1994 study in Switzerland, published in
2000, found that if the father goes to church
regularly, the children are likely to attend
regularly when they grow up. If the father
does not attend, regardless of what the mother does, the children are likely not to attend
church when they grow up.
The magazine Touchstone has reported: “In
short, if a father does not go to church, no
matter how faithful his wife’s devotion, only
one child in 50 will become a regular worshipper. If a father does go regularly, regardless of the practice of the mother, between
two-thirds and three-quarters of their children
will become churchgoers (regular and irregular). If a father goes but irregularly to church,
regardless of his wife’s devotion, between a
half and two-thirds of their offspring will
find themselves coming to church regularly
or occasionally.”
The message is clear. We fathers and grandfathers have a critical responsibility. A godly
father is a great gift to a wife and to his children. We thank God for the great example
many of us have had in our fathers who
showed us the way.
—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr.
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We say thanks to God for all those who offered their musical abilities to enhance our worship
at Mount Olive during the past nine months. We are particularly mindful of the Adult Choir
members who rehearse weekly so they can energize our singing and help lead our praise and
thanksgiving to God. Thank you to Galen Behr, Sarah Callahan (cantor ), Mark Flemmer
(cantor), Suzan Jank, Paul Kosch, Melissa Lorang (cantor ), Liz Matson, Jody Padron,
Victor Padron, Peggy Posey, Lynne Ridner, Dan Schreiber (cantor ), Rosalie Soodsma,
Gloria Sorensen, Mark Sorensen and Kailyn Townsend. Rachel Misiolek ser ves faithfully
as accompanist. The choir will reassemble to sing on June 30. It will resume normal rehearsals
on Wednesday, September 4.
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Welcome to Brian and
Amie Rikke. They live in
Raven Oaks at 8605 North
57th Street and are the
parents of two sons, who
both live in Omaha. The
Rikkes met in San Antonio, Texas, although Amie
grew up in Omaha and
graduated from the Omaha
Methodist School of Nursing program. After many
years of working for the
CHI and Alegent system
here in Omaha in quality
control, Amie is now
working as a Nurse Surveyor for the Nebraska
Department of Health and
Human Services. She has
joined our Health Ministry
team here at Mount Olive
and enjoys reading, sewing and gardening. Brian
grew up in Minnesota and
presently works in janitorial service for ABM
cleaning banks. He is gifted in fixing things.
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Vacation Bible School
Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the
World is the theme of this summer’s Vacation Bible School. Look forward to
Galaxy snacks, Blast-Off games, Marvelously Made music and Bible stories that
show how Jesus saves us. Several positions will need to be filled, so please prayerfully consider
when asked to help.
To register your children, grandchildren, friends, neighbors,
classmates, etc., call the church office at 402-455-8700. You
will also find VBS registrations forms as a bulletin insert beginning June 30.
There is no cost to participate. Children ages 4 years to 6th
grade are welcome.
- Jody Wells-Padron
Vacation Bible School, Director

Retirement Dinner
A Retirement Dinner and Celebration will be held Sunday,
June 30, at the Scoular Ballroom, 2027 Dodge St. Attendance
is by reservation only. Reservation cards must be received by
Monday, June 10.
There are two levels of on-site parking, with entrances from
Dodge or Douglas Streets. There are 6 handicap parking stalls
in the Dodge Street parking area. This lot is connected to the
lower (Douglas Street) lot. The main doors have a circular
drop off area and the handicap accessible entrance and ramp
is to the right of those doors. We will also have church members directing traffic in the parking lot.
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VBS Staff
Members
Needed
Staff members are needed
for VBS this year. We
need people of all range of
skills. Can you teach children? Do you like to play
games? Do you have limited time and can’t stay
the whole evening? We
need all of you to make
this year’s VBS a success!
If you would like to help,
please call Jody WellsPadron at 402-453-1045.
If you volunteer early, you
will get a free t-shirt that
fits! This year’s staff
training session will be
Sunday, July 14, at 11:30
A.M. A light lunch will be
provided.
As always, we need behind-the-scenes folks to
provide the items needed
for snacks as well as to
bake cookies. The list will
begin running in the bulletin on July 7.
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Thank You
Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with
the May Messenger.
Thank you to Barb Stacy
for taking the finished
newsletter to the downtown post office.
A special thank you to
Rich Wismont who takes
care of all of the church’s
recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly
lending a hand in the
church office.
— Teresa Kuti

Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain
If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at

Thank you for all the
cards, prayers and
inquires about my wellbeing. It is truly appreciated.
—Marge Eastman
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Mt. Olive Lunch
Group

Mt. Olive Lunch
Group

The next V ery Merry
Unbirthday luncheon
will be Wednesday, June
12. We are eating at
Longhorn Steakhouse,
7245 Dodge St. Let’s
meet in the church parking lot at 11:30 a.m. and
car pool. Please rsvp to
Barb Stacy at
402-453-7049 or
Bonnie White at
402-676-7334.
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Blood Drive

townsend.kristi@gmail.com

Thank You
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The Red Cross thanks all
of the donors who helped
in the collection of 9 units
of blood at the drive at
Mount Olive Lutheran
Church on May 4th. I will
add my thanks too.
Together, you saved 27
lives!
—Bonnie White
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Congratulations to this year’s confirmands, Austin Wegner
and Aryanna Hogue, pictured here with Galen Behr and
Pastor Jank. “Be faithful until death, and I will give you
the crown of life.” -Revelation 2:10
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In Ministry
With God’s
People

In Ministry
With God’s
People

We remember in prayer
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...Neve Anson,
Marge Eastman,
Mary Hogue, Rev.
Roland Jank, Sr.,
Rod & Karen
Lorang, Bill Pugh
and Emily Standley.
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...Amie and Brian
Rikke who joined our
congregation June 2.
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...our youth catechumens
-Aryanna Hogue and
Austin Wegner that
they would remain
faithful to Christ and
to His church in the
years ahead.
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...our Vacation Bible
School July 22-26.
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...our zeal to reach the
unchurched of our community with Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.
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Courtyard Jazz at
Pacific Hills

Courtyard Jazz at
Pacific Hills

All concerts start at 7 p.m.:
June 9 — Jorge Nila and the
Jazz Ninjas
July 14 — Robert Glaser and
Urban Delight
August 18 — Michael Lyon
Quartet (hamburger and
hot dog social at 5:30 p.m.)
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Church Office
Secretary
Retires
Teresa Kuti, our longtime chur ch
office secretary, is retiring after nearly
17 years of answering the phone, greeting knocks at the door,
preparing all of our church publications, sending out weekly
announcements, serving as office manager, and lending a
kind, listening, caring ear to many who stopped by the church
office during the week. She has counted Mount Olive members as her family even though she attends St. Philip Neri
Catholic Church in Florence. Because Teresa grew up in this
part of Omaha, she has known our neighborhood very well.
We thank her for her many years of faithful service, She will
be greatly missed. Teresa has been attending classes to earn a
nursing degree and we wish her well in the next chapter of her
life. We encourage you to express your appreciation to her
before the end of June.
-Pastor Jank

Mount Olive is helping to support two missionaries and their families
who live abroad. We remember them periodically
in our public prayer. We
ask that you continue to
support them financially
with your regular gifts.
Information about their
work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship. May it serve as an
encouragement for your
continued interest and support. For the year 2019 our
missionaries abroad are:
Julie Lutz
PO Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
Julie.lutz@lcms.org
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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Hidden Members
St. Paul likens the church
to a body in 1 Corinthians
12. He says we are all
members of one body.
The body has many different parts–hands, feet, ears,
eyes, and so forth. Ears are
for hearing, not seeing.
Eyes are for seeing, not
walking. Each member of
the body has a different
capability, so each member
has a different job.
St. Paul very tactfully describes some body members that do the body’s
very necessary “dirty
work”. He says that in covering or hiding these members, we actually give them
greater respect and honor.
This is the fourth in a
series of articles about
“hidden” members at Mt.
Olive. Most of the time,
you won’t see them in front
of the congregation. They
don’t serve to be thanked
or publicly recognized.
They serve because they
love Jesus, and they love
their neighbors here at Mt.
Olive.
Thank God for them and
the work they do!
Board of Stewardship
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Behind the Scenes:
Worship Preparation & Administration
It’s been far too long since we have taken you “Behind the
Scenes” at Mount Olive. There’s no way that our Church Secretary can do all the administrative tasks and worship preparation in the time we allow for her part-time job. For this article, we’d like for you to guess who is on the team that supplements and assists our Secretary in more everyday work that
goes on “behind the scenes”.
Weekly
This team:
• prints and folds the children’s bulletin;
• logs attendance and offerings;
• maintains our pews,
 replenishes attendance registers,
 replenishes communion cards,
 sharpens/replaces pew pencils,
 cuts and restocks scratch paper,
 refills hand sanitizers, and
 clears left-over clutter; and
• stuffs inserts into bulletins.
Monthly/Quarterly/Annually
The team also folds and inserts the District Newsletter into
the weekly bulletin, cuts sticker tabs for the Messenger, and
stamps our church name into devotional materials. When the
Stewardship Board needs help, the team labels contribution
envelope boxes and folds giving statements. (She also assists
the separate Messenger team who will be featured later.)
Who’s on the Team?
Well, this is a one-person team – and she also sometimes
serves as our substitute organist. It’s Rosalie Soodsma!
Do you have someone you would like to nominate as a
“hidden member?” Contact Max Williams.
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Eleanor Misiolek—Preschool

Eleanor Misiolek—Preschool

Ben Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek, Addison Wheeler—
PreK & K

Ben Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek, Addison Wheeler—
PreK & K

Samuel Lorang, Aurora Wismont—1st/2nd/3rd

Samuel Lorang, Aurora Wismont—1st/2nd/3rd

Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Kamree Townsend—4th/5th/6th

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in May.
Congratulations!!
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Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Kamree Townsend—4th/5th/6th
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perfect attendance in May.

Directory Changes
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Dalton Wilmore: 4924 S. 149 St, Omaha, NE 68137-1457
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A hearty thanks to our Sunday School staff for the
last nine months: Galen Behr, Jill Clausen, Dixie
Gerhart, Suzan Jank, Betsy Kosch, Melissa
Lorang, Rachel Misiolek, Anne Wegner and
Bonnie White. God has used your effor ts to
accomplish many things and for that we say
thanks to God.

A hearty thanks to our Sunday School staff for the
last nine months: Galen Behr, Jill Clausen, Dixie
Gerhart, Suzan Jank, Betsy Kosch, Melissa
Lorang, Rachel Misiolek, Anne Wegner and
Bonnie White. God has used your effor ts to
accomplish many things and for that we say
thanks to God.

-Board of Christian Education

-Board of Christian Education

Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are
in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 12:13
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Congratulations!!

