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How do you live the day after? 
That is a question not only for a 
person who has experienced a 
great loss. If someone you love 
dies, how do you live your life 
now? 

 

It’s also a question for someone 
who has experienced any great 
event in his life, good or bad. 
How do you live the day after 
your wedding? What do you do 
after your ship has come in? 
I’ve often thought of what it must be like for 
a United States President the day after he 
leaves office. Life must be pretty mundane 
for him away from the most powerful levers 
on the planet. 
 

We are post-Easter people. How do we live 
the day after that Day? What a joyous day 
that Day was. Such celebration. Glowing fac-
es. Exuberant singing. Powerful preaching. 
Christ’s saving work vindicated. Death de-
feated. Satan overcome. Solid hope for eter-
nity. Now what? 
 

Every day for us Christians is the day after 
Easter Day. Christ’s victory is complete. Our 
ultimate future is secure. Now we live and 
wait. We live knowing the outcome of our 
human story. Christ’s resurrection victory has 
made that evident. Though we live, we shall 
die. Though we die, yet we shall live again. 
And so will all those who die in confidence 
and trust in Jesus Christ, Lord and God. 
 

We get distracted. Or worse yet, we forget. 
We take our eyes off the prize Christ won for 
us, the victory He shares with us. The day 
after the Day becomes a return to routines, to 

life as a random succession of temporary vic-
tories and defeats, to an alternation between 
joys and disappointments. 
 

God has set us into the family of His people, 
the Church. We gather weekly to help each 
other to not get distracted or to forget. We 
help each other remember what great things 
God has done for us when Jesus died on the 
cross for our sins, but was raised from the 
grave on the third day. What freedom we 
now have to live as His holy people. We en-
deavor to display the attitudes and actions of 
the One to whom we belong. 
 

It is the Holy Spirit’s work to take the things 
of Christ and make them real and present for 
us (John 16:15). It is the Holy Spirit’s power 
at work in us that enables us to live as post-
Easter people. We believe that the Holy Spir-
it works through the Means of Grace (God’s 
Word, Baptism, Lord’s Supper) to feed our 
faith and keep it growing. That is what we 
gather around each Sunday morning. God 
wants to live in us and through us. Death is 
temporary. We are heaven-bound people. We 
live every day grateful for our Christ-won 
destiny and practicing our servant lifestyle.  
 —Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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To secure an interim pastor to serve upon Pastor 

Jank’s retirement and then to select a new  
permanent pastor, a Call Committee has been 
formed. The group consists of Max Williams; 

chairman, Galen Behr, Jill Clausen, Melissa Lorang, Rachel Misiolek, Mark Sorensen, and 

Mike Townsend, Jr. We pray that God, the Holy Spir it will guide them in their  work; 
God, the Son will unite them in their duties; and that God, the Father will help them in bringing 
the best candidate to Mount Olive. 

The annual Florence Days 

Parade will be held    
Saturday, May 11. The 
parade will start at 1:00 
p.m. The theme of the  
parade is “Mardi Gras in 

Florence.”  After a year’s 
hiatus, the 
Mount  
Olive   
Popcorn 
Team has 
been 
training 
hard and 
will be 
setting up 
on the 
green 
space 
between the 
Family Fare and the     
parade route along 30th 
Street. We will be handing 
out cups of popcorn/
m&m’s/raisins and VBS   

(Continued on page 10) 

 

Dear members of Mount Olive, 
 

 Last July 2018, I communicated to Nebraska District 
President Richard Snow my intention to retire effective June 
30, 2019. I informed the leaders of Mount Olive at the same 
time. After 45 years as your pastor, it is time to relinquish my 
duties among you and shift more of my hours and effort to 
assist my wife, Suzan, in caring for our seven grandchildren, 
six of whom are ages four and younger.  
 

 I retire with a heavy heart. It has been my great joy 
and privilege to walk with you through your joys and sorrows 
and proclaim Christ crucified and resurrected to you.  
 

 Our Parish Planning Council has put an orderly plan 
into place to provide pastoral leadership after my departure. 
An intentional interim pastor will be called to serve for       
approximately one year. This provides a good transition for a 
congregation such as ours after a long pastorate. Then Mount 
Olive should be ready to call a pastor from a list of candidates 
provided by our Nebraska District President.  
 

 This time of change will be challenging to us all, but it 
also provides new opportunities for growth. May God enable 
us to continue carrying out our congregational motto: Caring, 
Sharing and Serving in Christ’s name. 
 

—Pastor Roland A. Jank, Jr. 
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The Mount Olive Book Club will meet Tuesday, May 14th, at the 
home of Bonnie White. Liz Matson will provide dessert. Our 
choice for our next Book Club read is One True Thing by Anna 
Quindlen. 
 

Ellen Gulden is enjoying her career as a successful magazine 
writer in New York City when she learns that her mother, Kate, 
is dying of cancer. Ellen’s father insists that she quit her job and 
return home to become a caregiver. A high-powered career wom-
an, Ellen has never felt she had much in common with her moth-
er, a homemaker and the heart of their family. Yet as Ellen be-
gins to spend time with Kate, she discovers many surprising truths, not only about herself, but 
also about the woman she thought she knew so well. Later, when Ellen is accused of the mercy 
killing of her mother, she must not only defend her own life but make a difficult choice -- ei-
ther accept responsibility for an act she did not commit or divulge the name of the person she 
believes committed a painful act of love. (Omaha Public Library) 
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The Women’s Bible Study group began 
studying Liz Curtis Higgs’ “Really Bad Girls 
of the Bible.” Who exactly are the “Really 
Bad Girls” of the Bible? Trust me ladies, 
these girls are not “good examples.” They 
are more like “terrible warnings!” 

 

We ordinarily meet the first and third Tues-
day of the month. Our next meeting is Tues-
day, May 7. We generally start at 6:00 p.m. 
and try to wrap things up by 7:30 p.m. If 
you’ve been wanting to check out our Wom-
en’s Bible Study, this is a great opportunity. 
 

No worries if you cannot slide in right at 
6:00…we usually start off with a connect 
question. Each lesson stands on its own, so if 
you miss a night…you’re still okay. If you 
want more information, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me…Dixie Gerhart 402-602-

3252 (daytime) and 402-453-6707 (evening).  

SAVE THE DATE 

 

�All ladies that have ever attended the 
Women’s Bible Study… 

 

�All ladies who have thought about        
attending the Women’s Bible Study… 

 

�All ladies that just want the night off 
from making dinner for the family… 

 

Are invited to an “end of the year” get     
together at Dixie Gerhart’s house (8215 N. 
46th St.) on Tuesday, May 21, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Chef Chuck will grill some burgers and hot 
dogs for us, plus we’ll have salads, chips, 
appetizers and desserts. 
 

Please come for an evening of food, fellow-
ship and fun!! 
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Tax-Wise Stewardship for 2019 

and Beyond 

 

April 15 has come and gone. Your income 
taxes are all filed – or maybe not. ☺ Many 
folks found that the increase in the 2018 
“standard deductions” made taking the 
standard deduction more beneficial than 
itemizing. Glass half-empty people are feel-
ing they lost their charitable deductions. 
Glass half-full people realize that the gov-
ernment gave them an additional deduction 
for contributions they didn’t even pay out. 
For you glass half-empty people there are 
still some ways to save on your taxes. 
 

Charitable Donations from an IRA 

This is one of the best ways to reduce taxes 
if you are old like me. The April 5, 2019, 
Kiplinger Tax Letter explains it like this: 
 

“People age 70½ and older can transfer 
up to $100,000 annually from IRAs di-

rectly to charity. The gifts count as all or 

part of your required minimum distri-

bution. But you’re not taxed on them, 

and they’re not added to your adjusted 

gross income. You must be at least 70½ 

on the date of the gift. If you turn 70½ on 
Aug. 4, for example, you’ll have to wait 

until Aug. 4 or later to do the transfer to 
get the break. Here’s how to report it on 

your 1040: Include the total amount of 
distributions shown on Form 1099-R on 
line 4a of the 1040 return. Then subtract 

the amount that was transferred directly 
to charity and report the remainder…

even if it’s $0…on line 4b. Write “QCD” 
next to line 4b so IRS knows why the  
numbers don’t match.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to 
have your 
IRA custo-
dian transfer your gift (by ACH, wire trans-
fer, or check) directly to Mount Olive or oth-
er designated charity. Contact our Treasurer, 
Bonnie White, for  transfer  information. 
 

Donate Appreciated Securities 

If you have been blessed to be able to save 
and wise enough to invest well, you may 
have some securities (stocks, mutual funds, 
ETFs, etc.) that have gone up in value. You 
can transfer securities (make an “in-kind” 
gift) to Mt. Olive or other qualified charita-
ble organizations. Even if your donation 
doesn’t get you above the standard deduc-
tion, you still won’t have to pay taxes on 
your capital gain. (Don’t donate securities 
which are worth less than your cost basis. 
Sell them, and take the loss as a reduction in 

your income.) Contact our Treasurer, Bon-

nie White, to learn how to make an in-

kind transfer of securities. 
 

NOTE. Sorry, but we have to say this:  

Mt. Olive does not provide tax, legal or 

accounting advice. This article is for infor-

mational purposes only, and is not intend-

ed to provide, and should not be relied on 

for, tax, legal or accounting advice. Con-

sult your own tax, legal and accounting 

advisors before engaging in any transac-

tion. 

—Max Williams 
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Judy Rath, Barb Stacy 

and Linda Williams for 
helping with the March and 
April Messenger.  
 

Thank you to Barb Stacy 

for taking the finished 
newsletter to the down-
town post office.  
 

A special thank you to 
Rich Wismont who takes 
care of all of the church’s 
recyclables. 
 

Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for  weekly 
lending a hand in the 
church office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

The next Very Merry   

Unbirthday luncheon 
will be Wednesday, May 
8. We are eating at the 
Jim & Jennie’s Greek 
Village, 3026 North 90th 
Street. Let’s meet in the 
church parking lot at 
11:30 a.m. and car pool. 
Please rsvp to Barb    

Stacy at 402-453-7049 
or Bonnie White at      
402-676-7334. 

Mt. Olive Lunch 
Group 

Thank you to all who 
made meals and shared 
them with Bill Pugh after 
his recent hospitalization. 
It was much appreciated.  

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

Thank You The men’s group contin-
ues to meet weekly on 
Wednesday evenings from 
6:00-7:30 p.m. for Bible 
study, prayer, fellowship 
and service work. If you 
have questions or would 
like to participate, please 
contact Tim Lorang.  

Men’s Group 

The Church Office will be 
closed Monday, May 27th, 
in honor of Memorial 
Day. It will re-open Tues-
day at 10:00 a.m. 

Memorial Day 
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In Ministry 
With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 
 

...Neve Anson,        

Marjorie Eastman, 

Mary Hogue, Neena 

Kraemer-Solberg, 

Rod & Karen 

Lorang, Liz Matson, 

Bill Pugh, Kathy 

Rawson, Frank     

Sabatka, Emily 

Standley and Bud 

Witt. 
 

...Gary and Chris Ja-

cobson and all who 
mourn the death of our 
sister in Christ, Nancy. 

 

...Stella Katherine, in-
fant daughter of Josh 

and Sarah Callahan, 

who was baptized 
April 20th. 

 

...Melissa Lorang who 
mourns the loss of her 
grandmother, Delores 

Horst. 
 

...Chelsea Standley and 
Rick Anderson who 
were joined in       
marriage April 20. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Mount Olive's Scholarship 
Committee is pleased to 
announce that a $1,000 
scholarship will be availa-
ble to eligible students or 
prospective students. The 
scholarship will be for the 
2019-20 academic year. 
Go to out webpage (http://
www.mountoliveomaha.c
om/scholarship-appl  

Scholarship 

� Chance Seefus 

from Concordia 

High School. 

� Austin Wegner 

from Omaha North 

High School. 

Mount Olive hosted our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt on 
Sunday, April 14th. 130 
people from Mount Olive 
and our surrounding 
neighborhood enjoyed 
beautiful weather, food, a 
bounce house and close to 
2,500 candy and prize 
filled eggs! Many thanks 
to the following men’s 
group members who filled 
1,700 eggs with candy: 
Galen Behr, Josh Calla-

han, Dustin Hogue, Rog-

er Perrigo and Mike 

Townsend, Jr. Thank 
you to Becky Hurt for 
providing another 700 
filled eggs she stuffed on 
her own. Thank you to 
Mike, Sr. and Connie 

Townsend for  picking up 
the bounce house and 
placing the yards signs 
throughout the neighbor-
hood. Many thanks to Dix-

ie Gerhart for  making 
and hanging the banners/
signs displayed throughout 
the church property and 
Sarah Callahan for  tak-
ing care of advertising the 
event in the Florence Mer-
chant. Thank you to     

Teresa Kuti, Melissa 

Lorang, Max Williams 
and other members who 
shared the event on social 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Marjorie Eastman, 

Mary Hogue, Neena 

Kraemer-Solberg, 

Rod & Karen 

Lorang, Liz Matson, 

Bill Pugh, Kathy 

Rawson, Frank     

Sabatka, Emily 

Standley and Bud 

Witt. 
 

...Gary and Chris Ja-

cobson and all who 
mourn the death of our 
sister in Christ, Nancy. 

 

...Stella Katherine, in-
fant daughter of Josh 

and Sarah Callahan, 

who was baptized 
April 20th. 

 

...Melissa Lorang who 
mourns the loss of her 
grandmother, Delores 

Horst. 
 

...Chelsea Standley and 
Rick Anderson who 
were joined in       
marriage April 20. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Mount Olive's Scholarship 
Committee is pleased to 
announce that a $1,000 
scholarship will be availa-
ble to eligible students or 
prospective students. The 
scholarship will be for the 
2019-20 academic year. 
Go to out webpage (http://
www.mountoliveomaha.c
om/scholarship-appl  

Scholarship 

� Chance Seefus 

from Concordia 

High School. 

� Austin Wegner 

from Omaha North 

High School. 

Mount Olive hosted our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt on 
Sunday, April 14th. 130 
people from Mount Olive 
and our surrounding 
neighborhood enjoyed 
beautiful weather, food, a 
bounce house and close to 
2,500 candy and prize 
filled eggs! Many thanks 
to the following men’s 
group members who filled 
1,700 eggs with candy: 
Galen Behr, Josh Calla-

han, Dustin Hogue, Rog-

er Perrigo and Mike 

Townsend, Jr. Thank 
you to Becky Hurt for 
providing another 700 
filled eggs she stuffed on 
her own. Thank you to 
Mike, Sr. and Connie 

Townsend for  picking up 
the bounce house and 
placing the yards signs 
throughout the neighbor-
hood. Many thanks to Dix-

ie Gerhart for  making 
and hanging the banners/
signs displayed throughout 
the church property and 
Sarah Callahan for  tak-
ing care of advertising the 
event in the Florence Mer-
chant. Thank you to     

Teresa Kuti, Melissa 

Lorang, Max Williams 
and other members who 
shared the event on social 

(Continued on page 8) 
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and print media. Thank you to Galen and Marsha Behr, Judy 

Rath and Rich and Debbie Wismont for  allowing us to use 
their yards for signage. A huge thank you to Ray Hogan for 
securing the use of a hot dog roller and for shifting into high 
gear along with Ron Hurt to hook up a generator to run the 
hot dog roller when we ran into electricity issues. Without it, 
we would have been forced to eat a lot of cold hot dogs! 
Thank you to the Easter Bunny for coming and making the 
littles smile and all who helped set up, hide over 3,000 eggs 
and clean up: Dixie Gerhart, Aryanna Hogue, Becky Hurt, 
Ron Hurt, Mckoy Kosch, Roger Perrigo, Mike Townsend, 

Sr., Kailyn Townsend, Kamree Townsend, Kristi Town-

send and Rich Wismont. THANK YOU! Finally, thank 
you to our Mount Olive members who prayed for, invited 
guests, and came to the event to interact with our neighbors! 
If I have missed anyone, please forgive me. We look forward 
to making next year’s event bigger and better. We pray that 
while visiting with our neighbors, God will be glorified 
through our efforts.  
 – Tim Lorang, Director of Evangelism  

(Continued from page 7) 
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Nominees for Mt. Olive Leadership 2019-21 

On Sunday, May 19th, the Voters’ Assembly will be voting on a slate of nominated             
candidates. If elected, they will serve from June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2021. If you would like to 
submit additional name(s) for consideration, please call the church office (402-455-8700) on 
or before May 5th. 
 

Executive Director– Victor Padron 

Assistant Executive Director - Betsy Kosch 

Treasurer - Bonnie White 

 

Board of Christian Education 

Director - Suzan Jank 

Sunday School Coordinator - Melissa Lorang 

Youth Coordinator - Kristi Townsend 

 

Board of Church Properties 
Director - Jill Clausen 

Indoor Coordinator - Roger Perrigo 

Outdoor Coordinator - Josh Callahan 

 

Board of Evangelism 

Director - Tim Lorang 

Visitor Welcome & Follow-Up Coordinator - Mike Townsend, Sr. 

Community Outreach Coordinator - Gloria Sorensen 

 

Board of Lay Ministry 
Director - Mikale Townsend, Jr. 

Lay Ministers: Galen Behr, Mark Sorensen and Paul Whitmore 

 

Board of Parish Fellowship/Public Relations 
Director - Sarah Callahan 

Special Events/Small Groups - Jamie Jank 

Kitchen Coordinator - Dustin Hogue 

 

Board of Stewardship 

Director - Max Williams 

Financial Secretary - Peggy Posey 

Health Ministry - Victor Padron, Jody Wells-Padron 
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Little Free Pantry 

 

We have an ongoing collection for 
our “Little Free Pantry.” This small 
cabinet with non-perishable food 
items, paper goods, and other items 
sits outside of Mount Olive. It is 
accessible 24 hours per day to any-
one. The pantry has made a huge 
impact to the hungry in our neigh-
borhood. It is emptied most days. Please consider putting a 
couple of extra items in your grocery cart for donation.  
 

You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in 

the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  
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 Mount Olive is help-
ing to support two mis-
sionaries and their families 
who live abroad. We re-
member them periodically 
in our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue to 
support them financially 
with your regular gifts. 
Information about their 
work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday wor-
ship. May it serve as an 
encouragement for your 
continued interest and sup-
port. For the year 2019 our 
missionaries abroad are:  

Julie Lutz 

PO Box 803 

Mt. Hagen, 

Western Highlands 
Province 

Papua New Guinea 
Julie.lutz@lcms.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 

information. Luckily we have some Mardi Gras 
odds and ends left over from a few years back. 
Using those items will make our “booth” look 
really festive. A few “still a kid at heart”  
volunteers are needed to hand out popcorn 
and visit with parade attendees. A few 
“genuine” kids would be welcome also. If 

this sounds like an event you would like to      
participate in, (please be there a bit before 1:00 p.m.), please 
let me know. Dixie (that’s my name and popcorn is my game) 
Gerhart. My daytime phone is 402-602-3252 and my night 
time phone is 402-453-6707.  

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Thank you to all of my Mt. Olive Family and friends for all of 
your encouragement, support and kindness for my First   
Communion. Special thanks to my family and Pastor Jank. 
Thank you for all of my cards and first communion gifts. 
Your thoughtfulness really means a lot to me. 

Thank you, 

Nelson Kosch 
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