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It’s Friday, but Sunday’s Comin’. I first 
ran across those words in a book by Anthony 
Campolo. They have stuck with me. 
 

It’s Friday, Jesus was nailed dead on a cross, 
but Sunday’s coming. 
 

It’s Friday, the disciples are running in every 
direction like sheep without a shepherd, but 
Sunday’s coming. 
 

It’s Friday, Pilate’s strutting around washing 
his hands because he think he’s got all the 
power and the victory, but Sunday’s coming. 
 

It’s Friday, Satan’s doing a little jig saying “I 
control the whole world,” but Sunday’s coming. 
 

It often feels like Good Friday, but then 
comes Easter Sunday. The angel, like daz-
zling lightning, rolled the stone away ex-
claiming: “He is not here! He is risen!” 

 

The troubles of this life can sometimes over-
whelm us. It can seem as if all is dark and 
there is no way out. When we are young, we 
often live in the moment. We enjoy health 
and “fun.” The adult world seems a long 
ways off. But as we get much older, the prob-
lems we face seem bigger and the solutions 
appear elusive. Our bodies, that we never 
even thought about when we were younger, 
start to show signs of wear and tear. Our frus-
trations increase and our abilities to change 
things for the better are quite limited. It is 
then that we 
need to remem-
ber that our Lord 
Jesus suffered 
and died for us, 
but then rose 

from the dead. He now offers us the riches of 
forgiveness of sins, heaven and joy that are 
not dependent on outward circumstances. 
 

If you know your World War II history, you 
know how critical D-Day was. That was 
when the Allied forces crossed the English 
Channel and landed on the beaches of Nor-
mandy. The Nazi army arranged itself along 
the French beachhead and tried to drive the 
Allied forces back into the sea. The Nazis 
knew that whichever side was victorious on 
that day would eventually win the war. As it 
turned out, they were right. The Allies pre-
vailed and established a beachhead from 
which they moved forth to reclaim Europe 
from Nazi domination. There were many 
months of fighting and bloodshed that fol-
lowed D-Day, but the final victory over the 
Nazis finally became a reality. 
 

Good Friday was our D-day. God’s Son Jesus 
confronted the awesome powers of darkness 
in the most crucial battle in cosmic history. 
When that terrible Friday had ended, it 
looked as though the demonic host had tri-
umphed and our Jesus was defeated in a bor-
rowed tomb. But that was Friday. Three days 
later Jesus rolled back the stone and emerged 
victorious. That means the decisive battle had 
been fought and won on God’s D-Day. Our 
ultimate victory has been declared and our 
day-to-day struggles now will not change the 
final outcome. 
 

There’s always darkness before the dawn. 
Join us in observing the Great Three Days. 
But then comes Sunday, Easter Day, the day 
of rejoicing. It is the start of our eternal victo-
ry celebration. 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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Midweek Lenten WorshipMidweek Lenten WorshipMidweek Lenten WorshipMidweek Lenten Worship    
 

Our midweek Lenten worship services continue as we look 
through some of the most familiar teaching of Jesus from his   
Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew chapters 5-7.   
We then relate those teachings to the events surrounding 
Christ’s life, death and resurrection. Throughout the process 
we will see that the cross itself is the ultimate sermon on the 
mount for our journey of faith through life. Remember our 
midweek services begin at 7:00 p.m. Join us. 
 

Judge NotJudge NotJudge NotJudge Not Thursday, April 4 

Build on RockBuild on RockBuild on RockBuild on Rock Thursday, April 11 

The Golden RuleThe Golden RuleThe Golden RuleThe Golden Rule Maundy Thursday, April 18 

Don’t miss breakfast on 
Easter morning, April 21, 
beginning at 7:45 a.m. The 
Youth Group is hosting 
this fundraiser for youth 
activities here at Mount 
Olive. The suggested cost 
is $5 for adults, $3 for 
children under 12, and $15 
for families.  
 

Easter breakfast dates/
times: 
 

• Saturday, April 20, 
9:30 a.m., Youth 
Group Easter     
Breakfast set up 

• Sunday, April 21, 7 
a.m., Youth Group 
reports to church for 
food prep for Easter 
Breakfast 

 

Sunday, April 21, 7:45 
a.m., breakfast is served! 

Sunday, April 14 

1 to 3 p.m. 
 

Save the date for our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Sun-
day, April 14, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. (Please note that it 
will be held here at Mount Olive.) There will be a 
bounce house, egg hunt, an Easter skit and gifts. Enjoy 
hotdogs, chips, water and juice. This is an excellent op-
portunity to invite families in the neighborhood to get to 
know our church family! Volunteers are needed. Please 
talk to Tim Lorang about how you can help.  
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What Easter does 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing and life-giving 

for his followers. But, as Henry Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s 
“joyful news … does not change the contemporary world.” On 

earth, we still must deal with sin, pain, death and brokenness.  
And “still before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. 
What Easter does, though, is provide Christians with “the  
spiritual power to do the work, accept the discipline and make  
the sacrifice.”  

 

By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our worldly troubles with  
joy, peace and hope. His resurrection assures us that trials, tears and suffering are  
only temporary, while eternal victory and life with Jesus are permanent. 
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The Mount Olive Book Club 
will meet Tuesday, April 
9th, at the home of Peggy 
Posey. Bonnie White will 
provide dessert. The book 
we will discuss is Rose Har-
bor In Bloom by Debbie 
Macomber. Since moving to 
Cedar Cove, Jo Marie Rose 
has truly started to feel at 
home, and her neighbors 
have become her closest friends. Now it’s springtime, and Jo 
Marie is eager to finish the most recent addition to her inn. In 
memory of her late husband, Paul, she has designed a beauti-
ful rose garden for the property and enlisted handyman Mark 
Taylor to help realize it. She and Mark don’t always see eye-

to-eye—and at times he seems far removed—yet deep down, 
Jo Marie finds great comfort in his company. And while she 
still seeks a sense of closure, she welcomes her latest guests, 
who are on their own healing journeys.  
 

Our final meeting before our summer break will be Tuesday, 
May 14. Please speak to Liz Matson or Gloria Sorensen for 
more information. 

The next Very Merry   

Unbirthday luncheon will 
be Wednesday, April 10. 
We are eating at the new 
The Rustic Inn, 116 
South 14 Street, Ft Cal-
houn (just 10 miles north 
on Hwy. 75). Let’s meet 
in the church parking lot 
at 11:30 a.m. and car 
pool. Please rsvp to Barb 
Stacy at 402-453-7049 
or Bonnie White at     
402-676-7334. 
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In Ministry 
With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 
 

...Mary Hogue, Nancy 

Jacobson, Teresa 

Kuti, Rod & Karen 

Lorang, Bill Pugh, 

Kathy Rawson, 

Frank Sabatka, Emi-

ly Standley and Bud 
Witt. 

 

...our youth confirmation 
class - Albert Hogue, 
Aryanna Hogue and 
Austin Wegner. 

 

...Josh and Sarah Calla-
han, and their  infant 
daughter, Stella Kathe-
rine. 

The Women’s Bible Study group has enjoyed studying Liz 
Curtis Higgs’ “Bad Girls of the Bible” and “Slightly Bad Girls 
of the Bible.” We decided that we would finish Liz’s trio of 
books and begin “Really Bad Girls of the Bible” on Tuesday, 
April 2.  
 

Who exactly are the “Really Bad Girls” of the Bible? Please 
join us on Tuesday and find out! We ordinarily meet the first 
and third Tuesday of the month. We are skipping Tuesday, 
April 16, because it is Holy Week. Next meeting will be Tues-
day, May 7. We generally start at 6:00 p.m. and try to wrap 
things up by 7:30 p.m. If you’ve been wanting to check the 
Women’s Bible Study out…this is a great opportunity. 
 

No worries if you cannot slide in right at 6:00…we usually 
start off with a connect question. Each lesson stands on its 
own, so if you miss a night…you’re still okay. If you want 
more information regarding the study, please do not hesitate 
to contact me…Dixie Gerhart 402-602-3252 (day number) 
and 402-453-6707 (night number).  

Spring Work Day 

Thank you to those who joined us March 23rd. So much was 
accomplished-we filled the dumpster and had a lot of fun 
and fellowship while doing it! Thanks to Amber, Abie, 
Stephanie and Alexis Brown, Galen Behr, Dixie Gerhart, 
Ron and Annette Hurt, Tim, Noah and Sam Lorang,  
Judy Rath, Rich Wismont and Jerry Zulfer. Special 
thanks to Jim Sorensen who not only spent the morning 
working with us but also provided juice and doughnuts.  

The Board of Church Properties 

Jill Clausen, Roger Perrigo 
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Barb Stacy and Bonnie 
White for  helping with 
the March Messenger.  
 

Thank you to Barb Stacy 
for taking the finished 
newsletter to the down-
town post office.  
 

A special thank you to 
Rich Wismont who takes 
care of all of the church’s 
recyclables. 
 

Thank you to Rosalie 
Soodsma for  weekly 
lending a hand in the 
church office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 
Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

Many thanks to Ron Hurt 
for putting in all of the 
hard work landscaping 
around the church and 
getting everything ready 
for Spring.  

Many Thanks! 

Don’t forget about the Lit-
tle Lutheran Bags that the 
COSMO/LWML group 
has put together for chil-
dren ages 2-5 to use dur-
ing worship. They can be 
found on the hooks under 
the mailboxes (across 
from the restrooms). After 
service, please return the 
items to the bag (except 
for the coloring sheets) 
and leave in the pew or 
hand to an usher. 
 

Many thanks to Jill 
Clausen for  equipping 
the area with a book rack 
with great children’s 
books. There is quite a  
selection that kids can 
choose from to take into 
worship.  

For Kids 

“We are Easter people 
living in a Good Friday 
world.” 

—Barbara Johnson  
 

“Easter is more than a day, 
an event, a remembrance. 
It is a way of life.” 

—Michael Marsh  
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Gathering of Alms 

As part of your Lenten dis-
cipline, we encourage indi-
viduals and families to fast 
one meal each week during 
Lent. Bring the money you 
would have spent for that 
meal and put it into a spe-
cial envelope that is availa-
ble inside the Sunday bul-
letin during Lent. Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebras-
ka, Lutheran World Relief 
and Concordia University, 
Seward, will receive the 
Lenten alms.  

Would you like to donate a 
lily to decorate the altar for 
Easter? The cost is $10. 
You can either take the lily 
home with you after Easter 
services or donate the lily. 
Please sign up no later than 
April 14. The sign up sheet 
is available in the narthex 
on the back table.  

Easter Lilies 

Health Ministry 

Mount Olive’s Health Min-
istry supplies have been 
sorted and stored in a new 
location. Thank you, Judy 
Rath, for  handling this 
job during clean-up day. If 
you are in need of crutches, 
wheelchair, wheelchair 
pad, commode, walkers 
with or without seats, adult 
diapers, canes, transfer 
board, or toilet attachment 
handles, you are welcome 
to check these items out at 
no cost. They are being 
stored under the stairway 
in the west entrance of the 
church. Please leave your 
name and phone number, 
and the item you are bor-
rowing on the sign-up 
sheet that is taped inside 
the door.  

The Symbols 

of Easter 
 

The Tomb 

The symbol of Christ’s 
resurrection is the tomb. 
Usually in paintings it is 
shown with the stone at 
one side rolled away from 
the opening and an angel 
guarding the entrance. It 
portrays for us the true 
meaning of Easter and 
explains why its story has 
such importance to all 
Christians. For as the cross 
is the symbol of suffering 
and the death of Christ, 
the empty tomb symboliz-
es the Risen Lord and all 
the joy with which Easter 
Day is celebrated. 
 

The Palms 

At the time of Jesus, 
palms were a sign of vic-
tory. They were often giv-
en to winners of contests 
of strength or skill. The 
fulfillment of the Old Tes-
tament prophecy of Zecha-
riah also signified Jesus as 
the Messiah. “Lo, your 
king comes to you; trium-
phant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on an 
ass.” (Zechariah 9:9) 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 7 

Gathering of Alms 

As part of your Lenten dis-
cipline, we encourage indi-
viduals and families to fast 
one meal each week during 
Lent. Bring the money you 
would have spent for that 
meal and put it into a spe-
cial envelope that is availa-
ble inside the Sunday bul-
letin during Lent. Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebras-
ka, Lutheran World Relief 
and Concordia University, 
Seward, will receive the 
Lenten alms.  

Would you like to donate a 
lily to decorate the altar for 
Easter? The cost is $10. 
You can either take the lily 
home with you after Easter 
services or donate the lily. 
Please sign up no later than 
April 14. The sign up sheet 
is available in the narthex 
on the back table.  

Easter Lilies 

Health Ministry 

Mount Olive’s Health Min-
istry supplies have been 
sorted and stored in a new 
location. Thank you, Judy 
Rath, for  handling this 
job during clean-up day. If 
you are in need of crutches, 
wheelchair, wheelchair 
pad, commode, walkers 
with or without seats, adult 
diapers, canes, transfer 
board, or toilet attachment 
handles, you are welcome 
to check these items out at 
no cost. They are being 
stored under the stairway 
in the west entrance of the 
church. Please leave your 
name and phone number, 
and the item you are bor-
rowing on the sign-up 
sheet that is taped inside 
the door.  

The Symbols 

of Easter 
 

The Tomb 
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fulfillment of the Old Tes-
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the Messiah. “Lo, your 
king comes to you; trium-
phant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on an 
ass.” (Zechariah 9:9) 

(Continued on page 10) 



 
 Mount Olive is help-
ing to support two mis-
sionaries and their families 
who live abroad. We re-
member them periodically 
in our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue to 
support them financially 
with your regular gifts. 
Information about their 
work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday wor-
ship. May it serve as an 
encouragement for your 
continued interest and sup-
port. For the year 2019 our 
missionaries abroad are:  

Julie Lutz 

PO Box 803 

Mt. Hagen, 

Western Highlands 
Province 

Papua New Guinea 

Julie.lutz@lcms.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 
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Little Free Pantry of 

Mount Olive 
 

We have an ongoing collection for our 
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabi-
net with non-perishable food items, 
paper goods, and other items sits out-
side of Mount Olive. It is accessible 
24 hours per day to anyone. The    
pantry has made a huge impact to the 
hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please 
consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart 
for donation.  
 

You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in 

the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  
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Dear MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
 

Congratulations on your enrollment into the Dil-
lons/Bakers Food Stores Community Rewards 
Program. Your participants may begin enrolling 
upon receipt of this email. 
You have been assigned a new NPO (Non-Profit 
Organization) number HN945. Please refer to this 
number in all future correspondence. For member 
instructions about how to enroll go to: http://
www.mountoliveomaha.com/bakers 
 

Once logged into your Bakers Food Stores account 
you can search for MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH either by name or HN945 and then 
click Enroll. New users will need to create an ac-
count which requires some basic information, a 
valid email address and a rewards card. * 

 

*Customers must have a registered Bakers Food 
Stores rewards card account to link to your organi-
zation. If a member does not yet have a Bakers 
Food Stores rewards card, they are available at the 
customer service desk at any Bakers Food Store. 
 

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your 
organization until after your participants register 
their rewards card. Participants must swipe their 
registered Bakers Food Stores rewards card or use 
the phone number that is related to their registered 
Bakers Food Stores rewards card when shopping 
for each purchase to count. 
 

Thank you! 
Community Rewards Department 

Youth Group — 30-Hour Famine 
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Myrene Abels: her  room number  at Bickford Assisted Liv-

ing has changed to 202.  

 

Direc tory  Changes  

Eleanor Misiolek—Preschool 

 

Ben Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek—PreK & K 

 

Sam Lorang—1st/2nd/3rd 

 

Alexis Brown, Nelson Kosch, Noah Lorang, 

Kamree Townsend—4th/5th/6th 

 

Kailyn Townsend—Jr./Sr. High 

These Sunday School students had 
perfect attendance in March.  

 

Congratulations!!  

Good Friday 

This is the day when we remember the suffering and sacri-
fice of our crucified Lord. It seems strange to us that this 
day should be called “Good,” but when we consider that 
the manifestation of God’s great love and salvation 
through the resurrection of Easter would not have hap-
pened without the crucifixion of Friday, we can see how it 
could be called “Good.” 

 

The Cross 

The symbol of Christ’s crucifixion is the cross. It signifies 
that Christ died for us and that no sacrifice he could make 
was too great.  

(Continued from page 7) Bible Quiz 

After Jesus raises Lazarus from 
death, what does his family do 
to thank Jesus?  

 

A. They host a dinner for him.  
B. Martha serves the meal.  
C. Mary anoints Jesus’ feet 
with an extravagant amount of 
expensive perfume.  
D. All of the above.  
 

(see John 12:1-3) answer D 
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