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This year our midweek Lenten worship services will take us 

through some of the most familiar teaching of Jesus from his   

Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew chapters 5-7.   

We will then relate those teachings to the events surrounding 

Christ’s life, death and resurrection. In the process we will see  

that the cross itself is the ultimate sermon on the mount for our 

journey of faith through life. 

 

We challenge you to join us in training to be a more faithful     

follower of Jesus during this season of Lent. Remember that      

our midweek services begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Blessed Are You Blessed Are You Blessed Are You Blessed Are You  Wednesday, March 6 

Salt and LightSalt and LightSalt and LightSalt and Light Thursday, March 14 

Prayer and FastingPrayer and FastingPrayer and FastingPrayer and Fasting Thursday, March 21 

Do Not WorryDo Not WorryDo Not WorryDo Not Worry Thursday, March 28 

Judge NotJudge NotJudge NotJudge Not Thursday, April 4 

Build on RockBuild on RockBuild on RockBuild on Rock Thursday, April 11 

The Golden RuleThe Golden RuleThe Golden RuleThe Golden Rule Maundy Thursday, April 18 
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When you think of the word “training,” what 

do you think of? I suppose the first thing 

would be sports. For example, training to run 

a marathon or a half-marathon. If you want to 

do well in a sport, you will have to do certain 

things over a period of time to prepare. You 

may have to do some things you wouldn’t 

normally do in a certain sport, such as lift 

weights, in order to get stronger. The strong-

er you are, the better you will perform when 

it counts. 

 

But there are other things you for which you 

might train as well. You might train to be a 

teacher or police officer, or a fire fighter. 

Have you ever thought about training to be a 

follower of Jesus? His twelve disciples 

trained with Him for three years before He 

sent them out as His apostles. People who are 

going to be baptized as adults are trained in 

what Christians believe. That is true also for 

youth who are in confirmation classes in 

preparation for the day of affirming their 

baptismal covenant (Confirmation Day). It is 

true for all Christians, especially in a season 

of the church year we call Lent. 

 

Lent started out as a period of forty days dur-

ing which people were intensely trained in 

the Christian faith so that they could be bap-

tized at the Vigil of Easter (the night before 

Easter Day). Some of that training included 

things we don’t usually think of as part of our 

Christian faith. People would fast, which 

means going without food or something else, 

as a part of their training. This is something 

like lifting weights if you are a swimmer or 

marathoner. It would be crazy to think you 

had to use weights while swimming or run-

ning, but using the weights before you swim 

or run will make you stronger for when you 

actually 

are in the 

water or out 

running. 

Learning to 

say “no” to 

something 

you like is 

a way to 

strengthen 

your will power to say 

“no” to temptation 

when it comes along. 

Saying “no” to sin is, of course, part of being 

a follower of Jesus. Fasting, like lifting 

weights, helps train us because it is hard to 

do. 

 

Another way we train is by following exam-

ples. We may watch a training film or video 

that shows us moves or skills an expert uses. 

A coach or a trainer may actually demon-

strate those moves or skills himself so we can 

practice them ourselves. During the Lenten 

season, and especially during our midweek 

services, we study Jesus’ Passion. This is the 

story of His suffering and death on the cross. 

That helps us to appreciate what He has done 

for us and how hard it was to do it. We think 

about His journey to the cross as long and 

hard in Lent, because it helps us to love Him 

more and to want to be like Him. It also helps 

us to get through difficult times in our lives 

by following His example.  

 

Please make a special effort to train with us 

at Mount Olive during this Lenten season 

that begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. 

Your Easter season celebration will be richer 

for it. 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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March is a busy month for the Board of 

Church Properties. The floors in Luther 

Hall and the North Entry/Lobby will be 

stripped and waxed. We will need help with 

the following: 

 

Sunday, March 17th-Following the 

Christian Education Hour we will need to 

move chairs, tables and the partition to 

provide as much clear floor as possible. 

 

Monday, March 18th-Luther Hall and the kitchen will be inaccessible. 

 

Tuesday, March 19th-The entire building will be closed, including the church office. 

Keep in mind that you cannot enter the north doors without stepping on tile and you can-

not enter other doors without access to the alarm system. 

 

Please plan accordingly so the company we have hired can work efficiently and do the best job 

possible. 

 

Saturday, March 23rd 9:00 to noon-Church Work Day 

 

If you are available, please consider coming to help spruce our building up. We are     

hosting both the North Circuit Prayer Vigil on March 29th and Pastor's retirement on June 

30th and would like the building to be in great shape. I will be renting a large dumpster for 

work day and those who help on the 23rd will be allowed to use the dumpster (as space 

allows) for personal items. 

 

Many stray items have been left throughout the building-on coat 

racks, file cabinets, and flat surfaces. If any of these items    

belong to you or you use them, please remove them or speak 

to me. Likewise, if you know of an area that needs atten-

tion, please let me know. You may leave a note in my 

mailbox at church, email me at paulandjill@cox.net or 

call me at 402-650-5962 or 402-592-2593. 

 

Thanks, 

Jill Clausen 

Director of Church Properties 
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The Mount Olive Book 

Club will meet Tuesday, 

March 12th, at the home 

of Bonnie White. Gloria 

Sorensen will provide 

dessert. The book we 

will discuss is Behind the 

Scenes at the Museum by 

Kate Atkinson. Ruby 

Lennox begins narrating 

her life at the moment of 

conception, and from 

there takes us on a whirl-

wind tour of the twentieth century as seen through the eyes of 

an English girl determined to learn about her family and its 

secrets. Kate Atkinson's first novel is “a multigenerational 

tale of a spectacularly dysfunctional Yorkshire family and 

one of the funniest works of fiction to come out of Britain in 

years” (The New Y ork Times).  

 

Our next meeting will be April 9 at the home of Peggy Posey 

and Bonnie White will provide dessert. The dates for our up-

coming meetings are April 9 and May 14. Please speak to Liz  

Matson or  Gloria Sorensen for  more information. 

Please join your fellow Mount Olive movie buffs on Friday night, 

March 8, at 7:00 p.m. (NEW TIME!!) We will be showing the movie 

“The Gods Must Be Crazy.” This 1980 South African comedy film 

was written and directed by Jamie Uys. Financed only from local 

sources, it is the most commercially successful release in the history 

of South Africa's film industry. 

 

The tribal people in a remote African desert live a happy life, but it is 

all torn to pieces when a Coca-Cola bottle falls from a plane. With 

the villagers fighting over the strange foreign object, tribal leader, Xi, 

decides to take the bottle back to the gods to restore peace. His jour-

ney to the “end of the world” eventually has him crossing paths with 

(Continued on page 10) 

 The next Very Merry   

Unbirthday luncheon will 

be Wednesday, March 

13. We are eating at the 

new Perkins, 2545 Ab-

bott Plaza. Let’s meet in 

the church parking lot at 

11:30 a.m. and car pool. 

Please rsvp to Barb Stacy 

at 402-453-7049 or   

Bonnie White at 402-

676-7334. 
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In Ministry 
With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 
 

...Mary Hogue, Nancy 

Jacobson, Rod & Ka-

ren Lorang, Bill 

Pugh, Kathy Rawson, 

Frank Sabatka, Emi-

ly Standley, Austin 

Wegner and Max 

Williams. 
 

...Al Wegner and his 

family who grieve the 

loss of his dad. 
 

...our youth confirmation 

class - Albert Hogue, 

Aryanna Hogue and 

Austin Wegner. 
 

...our congregational 

effectiveness in bring-

ing the Gospel to the 

hurting of our commu-

nity. 

 

...the upcoming Omaha 

North Circuit Prayer 

Vigil, March 29. 

 

...our nominating com-

mittee - Galen Behr, 

(Continued on page 10) 

Lenten Devotional Material 
 

A special Lenten devotional book, Sermon on the Mount, is 

available one copy/family. Devotions for each day of Lent 

will amplify our midweek Lenten service themes from   

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. For families with children 

ages 5-12, Jerusalem Journey is available. This will allow 

your child to read a short devotion and Bible passage for 

each of the 40 days of Lent and mark each day by applying 

a colorful sticker to an easy-to-assemble centerpiece.  

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
 

Beginning on Sunday morning, March 3, we will begin a 

six-session Bible study that will help us better understand 

the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount from the 

context of His suffering, death, and resurrection. This study 

will coordinate with our midweek Lenten worship.  

 

Ash Wednesday, March 6 
 

Our Lenten journey begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6. 

Join us before the service for Italian Fare of pasta, bread-

sticks, salad and desserts served at 5:30 p.m. A freewill of-

fering will be taken. Please note that this will be the only 

Lenten meal served this year.  

  Sermon  
 Mount ON 

THE 
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Barb Stacy and Bonnie 

White for  helping with 

the February Messenger.  

 

Thank you to Barb Stacy 

for taking the finished 

newsletter to the down-

town post office.  

 

A special thank you to 

Rich Wismont who takes 

care of all of the church’s 

recyclables. 

 

Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for  weekly 

lending a hand in the 

church office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

If you have a prayer       

request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

Daylight Savings 

Daylight Savings Time 

begins Sunday, March 10. 

Be sure to “spring for-

ward” and set your clocks 

one hour ahead on Satur-

day night March 9. 
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He was the quarterback on the first champi-

onships St. Francis, Humphrey won in foot-

ball, and now he is a hall of famer. Paul 

Kosch is among two coaches, 14 players 

and one contributor named to the Nebraska 

2019 Eight-Man Football Hall of Fame. He 

will be inducted during ceremonies Saturday, 

June 15, at The Tom Osborne Family Sports 

Complex in Hastings. The hall of fame is 

presented by the Nebraska Eight-Man Foot-

ball Coaches Association and sponsored by 

Pinnacle Bank of Nebraska. Induction cere-

monies will be held at halftime of the 42nd 

Annual Sertoma Eight-Man All-Star Game 

played at Hastings College. Kickoff for the 

game will be 6 p.m. 

 

Kosch said he got a call from Bob 

McEvoy, of Clarkson, last week about his 

induction. “My first thought, I just thought 

about the great players who were on my 

team the years I played, and ... I was kind of 

overwhelmed. I started thinking about all the 

great players who played for other teams 

around state throughout the years,” he said. 

“I didn’t really know how big of a deal it 

was at first, but all the fantastic players that 

are just as deserving, all the great players 

who are out there.” 

 

“Additionally to that, when I think of hall of 

fame people, it’s not that they did it alone. 

There’s so many people I played with and 

got ready to play those games with. It’s an 

individual award, but it doesn’t come that 

way,” he said. 

 

He graduated from St. Francis in 1997, win-

ning state titles his sophomore and junior 

years in 1994 and 

1995. He might 

have made it three 

in a row, but a bro-

ken thumb late in 

his senior year 

kept him out of the 

state playoffs. At 

St. Francis, the 

team was 3-6 his freshman year and state 

champs the next two years after that. 

 

“The memories, ultimately, winning that first 

state championship, and it was the first 

championship St. Francis ever had. To be on 

that first team, I felt very privileged and hon-

ored. We had a lot of good players,” he said. 

 

After graduating he walked-on at the Univer-

sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, spent one year 

there before transferring to the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha, where he played anoth-

er year before hanging up his cleats to con-

centrate on getting his degree in education 

and later earned his master’s degree in edu-

cation. 

 

While the award is special to Kosch, he is 

quick to pass around the praise. “The biggest 

thing is the pride that I have in representing my 

family and the town of Humphrey, to be part of 

that community and those teams, and just very 

proud to have grown up there. You can’t do 

these type of things by yourself,” he said.  

 

Congratulations, Paul! 

 

Many thanks to Patrick Murphy from the 

Humphrey Democrat newspaper.  
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“The memories, ultimately, winning that first 

state championship, and it was the first 

championship St. Francis ever had. To be on 

that first team, I felt very privileged and hon-

ored. We had a lot of good players,” he said. 

 

After graduating he walked-on at the Univer-

sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, spent one year 

there before transferring to the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha, where he played anoth-

er year before hanging up his cleats to con-

centrate on getting his degree in education 

and later earned his master’s degree in edu-

cation. 

 

While the award is special to Kosch, he is 

quick to pass around the praise. “The biggest 

thing is the pride that I have in representing my 

family and the town of Humphrey, to be part of 

that community and those teams, and just very 

proud to have grown up there. You can’t do 

these type of things by yourself,” he said.  

 

Congratulations, Paul! 

 

Many thanks to Patrick Murphy from the 

Humphrey Democrat newspaper.  



 
 Mount Olive is help-

ing to support two mis-

sionaries and their families 

who live abroad. We re-

member them periodically 

in our public prayer. We 

ask that you continue to 

support them financially 

with your regular gifts. 

Information about their 

work is shared on the 

north hall bulletin board 

and in our Sunday wor-

ship. May it serve as an 

encouragement for your 

continued interest and sup-

port. For the year 2019 our 

missionaries abroad are:  

Julie Lutz 

PO Box 803 

Mt. Hagen, 

Western Highlands 

Province 

Papua New Guinea 

Julie.lutz@lcms.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 

Attn: Amy Schaefer 

St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 
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Little Free Pantry of 

Mount Olive 

 

We have an ongoing collection for our 

“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabi-

net with non-perishable food items, 

paper goods, and other items sits out-

side of Mount Olive. It is accessible 

24 hours per day to anyone. The    

pantry has made a huge impact to the 

hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please 

consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart 

for donation.  
 

You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in 

the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  
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Please join us for a fun, all-

ages contest to see who can 

pick the winning bracket in 

college basketball. All you 

need is an e-mail address! 

Send your name and e -mail 

to paulandjill@cox.net by 

noon on March 17. Once the 

schools are announced you 

will receive a link to enter 

your choices of winners and 

losers before the games start. 

Then sit back and enjoy the games. The winner will be award-

ed a gift certificate to the restaurant of his or her choice. Even 

if basketball isn’t your thing, we want you on our team! Ques-

tions? Contact Paul or Jill Clausen at the email listed above or 

by phone—Paul (402) 650- 0897 or Jill (402) 650-5962.  

Rachel stared at the baby announcement, swallowing hard. 

Another son. She’d already heard the news of course. Her sis-

ter had given birth to her fourth child nearly a month ago. 

Rachel’s eyes flash...something has to be done about this in-

tolerable situation… 

 

If you want to hear the “rest of the story”, join the Women’s 

Bible Study group on Tuesday, March 5, at 6:00 p.m. Our story 

is from Genesis 30, 31 and 35:16-20, if you want to read ahead. 

 

No worries if you cannot slide in right at 6:00…we usually 

start off with a connect question. Each lesson stands on its 

own, so if you miss a night…you’re still okay. If you want 

more information regarding the study, please do not hesitate 

to contact me…Dixie Gerhart 402-602-3252 (day number) 

and 402-453-6707 (night number).  

What’s 

Your 

Theme 

 

Disgusted 

by a taste-

less dish, 

Winston 

Churchill 

once sum-

moned a 

waiter, say-

ing, “Take 

this pudding 

away. It has no theme!” 

 

Any good dish, book, 

movie or sermon needs a 

good theme. So does a 

good life! That’s why a 

personal motto or mission 

statement is helpful. Wil-

liam Carey’s was “Expect 

great things from God; 

attempt great things for 

God.” Joan of Arc’s was 

“God must be served 

first.” And St. Paul’s was 

“to know nothing among 

you except Jesus Christ 

and him crucified” (1 Co-

rinthians 2:2, ESV). 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Andrew Johnson: tr ansfer red to King of Kings Lutheran, 

Omaha 

Steve & Joan Kowaslki: tr ansfer red to Beautiful Savior    

Lutheran, LaVista 

Direc tory  Changes  

Eleanor Misiolek—Preschool 

 

Evelyn Misiolek, Addison Wheeler—PreK 

 

Chesney Kosch, Easton Kosch, Emma   

Wheeler—1st/2nd/3rd 

 

Alexis Brown, Mckoy Kosch, Nelson Kosch, 

Stephanie Porter, Kamree Townsend—4th/5th/6th 

 

Abie Brown, Austin Wegner, Aryanna Hogue,  

Albert Hogue—Jr./Sr. High 

These Sunday School students had 

perfect attendance in February.  
 

Congratulations!!  

Josh Callahan,     

Pastor Jank, Victor 

(chairman) and Jody 

Padron, Peggy Posey, 

Mark Sorensen, Mike 

Townsend, Jr., Bon-

nie White and Paul 

Whitmore as it seeks 

out our congregational 

leaders for the next 

two years. 

(Continued from page 5) 

a bumbling scientist, who 

studies manure samples and 

a band of guerrillas who take 

the new schoolteacher and 

her class hostage. 

 

Popcorn and movie candy 

will be provided. Circle the 

date!  

—Dixie Gerhart  

(402-602-3252) 

(Continued from page 4) 

Pastor Curtis Nigh says, 

“If the heart does not have 

a noble or goodly theme, 

then it develops an anti-

theme.” What noble theme 

can you live by as you live 

for 

Christ?  

(Continued from page 9) 
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