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You can also find registration forms inside the Sunday
bulletin. Fill out the registration and drop it in the offering plate.
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One way to enrich the
Sabbath day this year is
attending our 15-week Spring Adult Information Class which will
begin on Sunday, February 10, at 3:30 p.m. This two-hour class is
for those who are new in their faith, for those who are somewhere
in the middle, and for those who have been life-long Christians.
No matter where you are in your faith journey, God yearns to get
closer to you.

402.455.8700

The commandment to keep the
Sabbath day holy, she notes, “is
an invitation to a party, not to a
hanging. Sabbath keeping is not
one more thing to add to our already long lists. [It] is lightness,
not heaviness.”
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“Sabbath — time for God — is a
gift in its origin and in its keeping,”
Schaper writes in Sabbath Keeping
(Cowley Publications). “It is not
another must; it is a may. God
invites us to keep sabbath; God
does not demand it.”

Keeping sabbath, not just on
Sundays but throughout the entire
week in an integrated way, keeps
us sane, says Donna Schaper.
While our culture pushes
us to move faster, work
harder and acquire more
money and stuff, sabbath
observances promote play,
rest, love and worship.
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“See what love the Father has given us
that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are” (1 John 3:1).
February is the month in which Valentine’s
Day falls—February 14. The theme of “love”
is a natural theme for the month then. What
can we learn about “love” from our Creator
and Redeemer?
Well, we were all created to love. Loving is
not really a problem for us. It’s loving the
wrong things, that’s our problem.
“Increasingly we see that our natural default
setting regarding love is to turn inward—to
have self-love. Self-love is a problem, for it
blinds us to the love of God and to the neighbor standing before us.” (David Boyd)
Yes, we were created by our great God to
love. But more importantly, we were created
to be loved by the one who formed us in our
mothers’ womb. Understanding God’s love is
not something that comes to us easily. In fact,
David Boyd calls God’s love an “alien love.”
Why is it alien? Because it must come from
outside of us in order to get to us. We have a
hard time understanding it because it is so
fierce and determined. We so often give up
on our kind of love when the road becomes
rocky. God’s love never gives up on us.
God loves each of us so much that He set in
motion a plan to reach us. “We see this love
in action as God arranges the entire universe
in order to place his Son in the right place,
with the right people, at just the right time.
We see this love in Jesus’ fierce determination to keep his appointment in Jerusalem to
sign a peace treaty.” This “peace treaty,” of

course, is
the one
between
us fallen
creatures
and our
Creator
God.
God is
sometimes
called the
“hound of
heaven.”
From the
moment of our birth, God is seeking us. He
made us and He craves a relationship with us
in which we trust Him and thank Him and
live for Him. What a wonderful gift that the
Holy Spirit has worked in our hearts the enlightenment to recognize that our Creator
God is not out to ignore us, harass us, toy
with us, or leave us to our just desserts. No,
God wants us to recognize that He not only
created us, but also has rescued us from a
downward spiral since futile birth. Jesus is
God’s love in a person. He is our Savior,
whose sacrificial life, death and resurrection
have made us who we are—the children of
God forever.
As you contemplate thoughts above “love”
this month, look to the One who wants you to
love Him above all else. And why not? He
has loved you first, and with a compassionate
heart that seeks you every day. After all, in
your Baptism God promised you belong to
Him forever because Jesus is your elder
brother. What great things He has done for
you!
—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr.
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Please join your fellow Mount Olive movie buffs on Friday night,
February 8, at 7:00 p.m. (NEW TIME!!) We will be showing the
movie “It Happened One Night.” This 1934 romantic comedy stars
Clark Gable and Claudette Colbert. Claudette Colbert plays a
spoiled runaway socialite and Clark Garble plays a man-of-thepeople reporter determined to get the scoop on her scandalous disappearance. This Frank Capra directed classic was the first film to accomplish the very rare feat of sweeping all five major Oscar categories, best actor, best actress, best picture, best director and best
screenplay. This black and white classic runs 105 minutes. Popcorn
and movie candy will be provided. Circle the date!
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Join us for Italian fare before the Ash Wednesday
service (March 6). Pasta, bread sticks, salad, and
desserts will be served between 5:30-6:30 p.m. A
freewill offering will be taken.
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Volunteers are needed to help serve, clean up, and
to make desserts. Sign up at the back of church the
two Sundays prior or talk to the Kitchen Coordinators Tamra Moffett or Connie Townsend.

Volunteers are needed to help serve, clean up, and
to make desserts. Sign up at the back of church the
two Sundays prior or talk to the Kitchen Coordinators Tamra Moffett or Connie Townsend.

Please note that there will not be weekly Lenten
Suppers this year, so this is your one chance to dine
with us and help out!
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What valentine did the French
chef give his wife?
A hug and a quiche

What do you call a very small
valentine?
A valentiny
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This summer Vacation Bible School is Monday, July 22, to Friday, July 26. Volunteers of
all skill levels are needed to make our VBS a
success. Did you know that every year at least
half of the kids who participate are from the
neighborhood? For some of those children,
this will be the only time they come into a
church. Help them feel welcome by volunteering your time. We have several vacant
positions so prayerfully consider pitching in
when asked.
—Jody Wells-Padron, VBS Dir ector

The next V ery Merry
Unbirthday luncheon will
be Wednesday, February
13. We are eating at The
Cabin, 9226 Mormon
Bridge Rd. Let’s meet in
the church parking lot at
11:30 a.m. and car pool.
Please rsvp to Barb Stacy
at 402-453-7049 or
Bonnie White at
402-676-7334.
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The Mount Olive Book Club will meet Tuesday, February
12th, at the home of Jill Clausen. Peggy Posey will pr ovide
dessert. The book we will discuss is I am Malala by Malala
Yousafzai. Book review from Amazon.com-“I come from a
country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it
was just after midday.” When the Taliban took control of the
Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to
an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was
fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the
head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from
school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's
miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she became a global
symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. I am
Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls'
education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter
to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a
society that prizes sons. I am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice
to inspire change in the world.
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Our next meeting will be March 19 (a change from our regular date) at the home of Bonnie
White and Gloria Sorensen will pr ovide desser t. The book for Mar ch’s meeting is Behind
the Scenes at the Museum by Kate Atkinson. The dates for our upcoming meetings are April 9
and May 14. Please speak to Liz Matson or Gloria Sorensen for more information.
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As dawn breaks, Jacob awakens. He has a terrible hangover.
Last night’s wedding feast and celebration lasted until the wee
hours. Uncle Laban threw quite the party. Jacob hears the covers rustle beside him, he turns to his beautiful bride. What’s
this? Where’s Rachel? Leah, her older sister, is in his bed.
What happened last night?
If you want to hear the “rest of the story” join the Women’s
Bible Study group on Tuesday, February 5 at 6 p.m.
No worries if you cannot slide in right at 6:00…we usually
start off with a connect question. Each lesson stands on its
own, so if you miss a night…you’re still okay. If you want
more information regarding the study, please do not hesitate
to contact me…Dixie Gerhart 402-602-3252 (day number)
and 402-453-6707 (night number).

Every five seconds, a child under 5 dies—and nearly half
those deaths are from hunger-related causes. That’s why the
youth of Mount Olive are taking action. Mount Olive Youth
are participating in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine on Friday, February 22 to Saturday, February 23. For 30 hours, they
will skip meals to raise funds that will help feed hungry children around the world.
Your help is needed in three ways. A gift of $40 helps feed
(Continued on page 10)
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In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Mary Hogue, Nancy
Jacobson, Rod & Karen Lorang, Kathy
Rawson, Frank Sabatka, Emily Standley, Austin Wegner
and Max Williams.
...Yo Tierney and all
who mourn the death
of our brother in
Christ, Frank Tierney.
...Cayden Walker, newborn son of Justin and
Ashley Corcoran,
who was baptized on
January 20, 2019.
…Everett Lawrence,
newborn son of Jeff
and Rachel Misiolek,
who was baptized on
January 20, 2019.
...those in our community without Christ and
His church.
...prospective participants for our Spring
Adult Information
Class which begins
Sunday, Feb. 10.

MOUNT
M O U N T

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH
O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

As dawn breaks, Jacob awakens. He has a terrible hangover.
Last night’s wedding feast and celebration lasted until the wee
hours. Uncle Laban threw quite the party. Jacob hears the covers rustle beside him, he turns to his beautiful bride. What’s
this? Where’s Rachel? Leah, her older sister, is in his bed.
What happened last night?
If you want to hear the “rest of the story” join the Women’s
Bible Study group on Tuesday, February 5 at 6 p.m.
No worries if you cannot slide in right at 6:00…we usually
start off with a connect question. Each lesson stands on its
own, so if you miss a night…you’re still okay. If you want
more information regarding the study, please do not hesitate
to contact me…Dixie Gerhart 402-602-3252 (day number)
and 402-453-6707 (night number).

Every five seconds, a child under 5 dies—and nearly half
those deaths are from hunger-related causes. That’s why the
youth of Mount Olive are taking action. Mount Olive Youth
are participating in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine on Friday, February 22 to Saturday, February 23. For 30 hours, they
will skip meals to raise funds that will help feed hungry children around the world.
Your help is needed in three ways. A gift of $40 helps feed
(Continued on page 10)

Page 5
Page 5

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Mary Hogue, Nancy
Jacobson, Rod & Karen Lorang, Kathy
Rawson, Frank Sabatka, Emily Standley, Austin Wegner
and Max Williams.
...Yo Tierney and all
who mourn the death
of our brother in
Christ, Frank Tierney.
...Cayden Walker, newborn son of Justin and
Ashley Corcoran,
who was baptized on
January 20, 2019.
…Everett Lawrence,
newborn son of Jeff
and Rachel Misiolek,
who was baptized on
January 20, 2019.
...those in our community without Christ and
His church.
...prospective participants for our Spring
Adult Information
Class which begins
Sunday, Feb. 10.

MOUNT

Page 6

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

MOUNT

Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain
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If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
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Palm Branches
Thank You
Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with
the January Messenger.
Thank you to Barb Stacy
for taking the finished
newsletter to the downtown post office.
A special thank you to
Rich Wismont who takes
care of all of the church’s
recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly
lending a hand in the
church office.
- Teresa Kuti
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Palm Branches
Thank You

Weekly Newsletter

Mount Olive sends out a
weekly email newsletter to
keep you up-to-date on
events, prayer requests
and other important information happening here.
We have a strict policy of
keeping your email address private and we will
never share it. If you are
not receiving the newsletter and would like to,
please call the church office and provide your
email address.

Please bring back the
palm branches that you
received on Palm Sunday
2018. The palms will be
burned and used as the
ashes during our Ash
Wednesday service. The
dried palms are being collected in a box at the back
of church.

Important
Voters’ Assembly will be
meeting Sunday, February
10, at 11:30 a.m.
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Valpo Sunday

Many Thanks!

Lutheran Witness

Valpo Sunday

Many Thanks!

Lutheran Witness

On Sunday, February 3,
we will be praying for
Valparaiso University, an
independent Lutheran
school in northeastern Indiana with five different
colleges besides a graduate
division. Valparaiso belongs to a small and distinctive group of schools
that consistently earns national recognition for the
quality of its academic
programs. We have four
Mount Olive members
who have benefitted from
a Valpo education.

Everyone, please thank Nancy Jacobson and Lois Lenz
for their many, faithful years
on Altar Guild. They have
retired and will be dearly
missed.

It’s that time of year to
renew The Lutheran W itness subscriptions. The
annual cost for eleven
magazines is $15.96
which is $1.33 per issue.
The Lutheran Witness is
your go-to magazine for
interpreting the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian perspective.
Learn to think and speak
like a Lutheran on topics
like faith, culture, family
and everything in between

On Sunday, February 3,
we will be praying for
Valparaiso University, an
independent Lutheran
school in northeastern Indiana with five different
colleges besides a graduate
division. Valparaiso belongs to a small and distinctive group of schools
that consistently earns national recognition for the
quality of its academic
programs. We have four
Mount Olive members
who have benefitted from
a Valpo education.

Everyone, please thank Nancy Jacobson and Lois Lenz
for their many, faithful years
on Altar Guild. They have
retired and will be dearly
missed.

It’s that time of year to
renew The Lutheran W itness subscriptions. The
annual cost for eleven
magazines is $15.96
which is $1.33 per issue.
The Lutheran Witness is
your go-to magazine for
interpreting the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian perspective.
Learn to think and speak
like a Lutheran on topics
like faith, culture, family
and everything in between

Research has shown that
students who attend a Lutheran university have
deeper spiritual lives and
are more active in congregational life after graduation. Check out lutherancolleges.org for more
about this. Lutheran Universities
make a
difference!

Let’s Have Lunch!

The next V ery Merry Unbirthday luncheon will be
Wednesday, February 13.
We are eating at The Cabin,
9226 Mormon Bridge Rd.
Let’s meet in the church
parking lot at 11:30 a.m. and
car pool. Please rsvp to Barb
Stacy at 402-453-7049 or
Bonnie White at 402-6767334.

If you are a current subscriber, please make your
check payable to Mount
Olive Lutheran and put it
in the offering plate or in
the church office mailbox.
You can also do this if
you would like to subscribe.

On Saturday, February 9, at 9:00 a.m. Mount Olive will be
hosting a 5-year planning retreat. All current board members
are encouraged to attend.
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Little Free Pantry of
Mount Olive
We have an ongoing collection for our
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabinet with non-perishable food items,
paper goods, and other items sits outside of Mount Olive. It is accessible
24 hours per day to anyone. The
pantry has made a huge impact to the
hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please
consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart
for donation.
You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in
the old nursery room right behind the doorway.























applesauce
baby food
baked beans
bean soup
beef stew
bran cereals
bread
bread and muffin mixes
canned and dried beans
canned chili
canned chicken
canned tomato products
canned tuna or salmon
canned fruit/vegetables
cold & hot cereal/oatmeal
dried fruit
dry noodles and pasta
evaporated milk
flour
fruit juice
graham crackers























granola bars
honey
infant cereal and formula
instant breakfast drinks
jelly and jam
macaroni and cheese
mayonnaise
noodle mixes
pancake mix
peanut butter
popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice
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Little Free Pantry of
Mount Olive
Mount Olive is helping to support two missionaries and their families
who live abroad. We remember them periodically
in our public prayer. We
ask that you continue to
support them financially
with your regular gifts.
Information about their
work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship. May it serve as an
encouragement for your
continued interest and support. For the year 2019 our
missionaries abroad are:
Julie Lutz
PO Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
Julie.lutz@lcms.org
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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mayonnaise
noodle mixes
pancake mix
peanut butter
popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice

Mount Olive is helping to support two missionaries and their families
who live abroad. We remember them periodically
in our public prayer. We
ask that you continue to
support them financially
with your regular gifts.
Information about their
work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship. May it serve as an
encouragement for your
continued interest and support. For the year 2019 our
missionaries abroad are:
Julie Lutz
PO Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
Julie.lutz@lcms.org
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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12 Reasons Why I
As a Pastor Have
Decided To Quit
Attending
Sporting Events
1.

The coach never came to visit
me.
2. Every time I went, they asked
for money.
3. The people sitting in my row
didn’t seem very friendly.
4. The seats were very hard.
5. The referees made a decision I
didn’t agree with.
6. I was sitting with hypocrites—
they only came to see what others were wearing!
7. Some games went into overtime
and I was late getting home.
8. The band played some songs I
had never heard before.
9. The games are scheduled on my
only day to sleep in and run errands.
10. My parents took me to too
many games when I was growing up.
11. Since I read a book on sports, I feel that I know more than the coaches, anyway.
12. I don’t want to take my children because I want to choose for themselves what sport
they like best.

MOUNT

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Page 9

12 Reasons Why I
As a Pastor Have
Decided To Quit
Attending
Sporting Events
1.

The coach never came to visit
me.
2. Every time I went, they asked
for money.
3. The people sitting in my row
didn’t seem very friendly.
4. The seats were very hard.
5. The referees made a decision I
didn’t agree with.
6. I was sitting with hypocrites—
they only came to see what others were wearing!
7. Some games went into overtime
and I was late getting home.
8. The band played some songs I
had never heard before.
9. The games are scheduled on my
only day to sleep in and run errands.
10. My parents took me to too
many games when I was growing up.
11. Since I read a book on sports, I feel that I know more than the coaches, anyway.
12. I don’t want to take my children because I want to choose for themselves what sport
they like best.

MOUNT

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Page 10

MOUNT

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Ben Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek—PreK

Ben Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek—PreK

Adela Jank, Eleanor Misiolek—Preschool

Adela Jank, Eleanor Misiolek—Preschool

Chesney Kosch, Samuel Lorang—1st/2nd/3rd

Chesney Kosch, Samuel Lorang—1st/2nd/3rd

Mckoy Kosch, Kamree Townsend—4th/5th/6th

Mckoy Kosch, Kamree Townsend—4th/5th/6th

These Sunday School students had perfect attendance in January.

These Sunday School students had perfect attendance in January.

Congratulations!!

Congratulations!!

Directory Changes

Directory Changes

Malina Crnkovich: 9021 Potter St, Omaha NE 68122-1850

Malina Crnkovich: 9021 Potter St, Omaha NE 68122-1850

Sara Kowalik: 15711 Hamilton St, Omaha NE 68118-2339

Sara Kowalik: 15711 Hamilton St, Omaha NE 68118-2339

Epiphany Ramos: 3126 H Ave, Blanchar d IA 51630-4033

Epiphany Ramos: 3126 H Ave, Blanchar d IA 51630-4033

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued from page 5)

and care for a child for one
month. Please put your taxdeductible donation in an envelope marked “World Vision” and
place it in the offering plate. Secondly, volunteers are needed to
help make the Famine weekend a
success. If you would like to pitch
in, please talk with Dustin or
Mary Hogue. Thir d, please pr ay
for God’s grace over this event
and its fundraising, and that our
youth will grow deeper in their
love for Him while helping
change hungry kids’ lives.
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