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On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, 

both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God 

and humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the 

festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, 

still. 
 

S I N G  C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L S  

 

W E L C O M E  Please fill out the attendance register sheet.  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N V O C A T I O N  

W E L COME  TO   
MOUNT  O L I V E  LU THE RAN  CHURCH 

 

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 
 

7301 N 28th Ave office: 402.455.8700  

Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

“Praise the LORD... young men and women, old people and children” (Ps. 148:7,12). 

Welcome!  

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

We Enter God’s Presence. 

First Sunday of Christmas 
 December 30, 2018 
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C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

Heavenly Father, although You have called us as Your own people, dearly 

loved, we confess that we have failed to forgive one another as You have 

forgiven us. We have neglected to reflect Your love at home, school, and 

work. We have let discord and conflict drown out the peace that You have 

given us in Christ. We have failed to thank You for Your great love in our 

private prayers and with our outward words and actions. Forgive us for 

Jesus’ sake, and guide us by Your Holy Spirit so that our lives may reflect 

the love with which You surround us by grace each day. 

 

Rejoice! By God’s love, He gives us forgiveness as a gift for the sake of His 

Son, whose birth we celebrate. The Holy Spirit clothes us with the very 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience the Father expects. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. Freely have you received God’s love; freely give it as a gift to all 

you meet. 

Amen! 
 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Angels, from the Realms of Glory Green 50 

 

Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Once you sang creation’s story; Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the infant light.  

 Refrain 

 

Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great desire of nations, You have seen his natal star. 

 Refrain 

 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One. 

 Refrain 
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A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

H Y M N  O F  P R A I S E  

Gloria Blue 640 

first time unison, two times as a canon 

1) southwest 2) northwest 3) northeast 4) southeast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit  

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

The boy Samuel grew in favor with the Lord and the people. 

 

Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His 

mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she 

went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless 

Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this 

woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to 

their home. Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor 

with the Lord and with the people. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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P S A L M  1 4 8  (antiphon v. 13)  

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is ex- | alted;* his 

majesty is above earth and | heaven. 

Cantor: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the | heavens;* praise him | in the heights! 

 Praise him, all his | angels;* praise him, | all his hosts! 

Cantor: Praise him, | sun and moon,* praise him, all you | shining stars! 

 Praise him, you highest | heavens,* and you waters above the | heavens! 

Cantor: Let them praise the name | of the Lord!* For he commanded and they were  

cre- | ated. 

 And he established them forever and | ever;* he gave a decree, and it shall 

not | pass away. 

Cantor: Praise the Lord | from the earth,* you great sea creatures and | all deeps, 

 fire and hail, | snow and mist,* stormy wind fulfill- | ing his word! 

Cantor: Mountains and | all hills,* fruit trees and all | cedars! 

 Beasts and all | livestock,* creeping things and | flying birds! 

Cantor: Kings of the earth and all | peoples,* princes and all rulers | of the earth! 

 Young men and maidens to- | gether,* old men and | children! 

Cantor: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is ex- | alted; his 

majesty is above earth and | heaven. 

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for | all his saints,* for the 

people of Israel who are near to him. | Praise the Lord! 

 Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is ex- | alted;* his 

majesty is above earth and | heaven. 

 

S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Colossians 3:12-17 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  
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As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 

And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. (NRSV) 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 
 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Let the peace of Christ rule | in your hearts,* and let the word of Christ     

dwell | in you richly. (Col. 3:15, 16) 

 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 2:40-52 

The boy Jesus increased in wisdom, and in divine and human favor. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
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The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 

was upon him. Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of 

the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 

festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he 

was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 

look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, 

they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him 

in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said 

to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 

been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you 

searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But 

they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them 

and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all 

these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in 

divine and human favor. (NRSV) 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 

Sit 
 

S E R M O N  

 

Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Let All Together Praise Our God Green 47 

 

Let all together praise our God Before his glorious throne; 

Today he opens heav’n again To give us his own Son, 

To give us his own Son. 

 

The Father sends him from his throne To be an infant small 

And lie here poorly mangered now In this cold, dismal stall, 

In this cold, dismal stall.  
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Left: Within an earthborn form he hides His all creating light; 

To serve us all he humbly cloaks The splendor of his might, 

The splendor of his might. 

 

Right: He undertakes a great exchange, Puts on our human frame, 
And in return gives us his realm, His glory, and his name, 
His glory, and his name. 
 

Left: He is a servant, I a lord: How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christchild’s love! No truer friend than he, 

No truer friend than he. 

 

Right: He is the key, and he the door To blessed Paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. To God our praises rise, 
To God our praises rise. 
 

Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore, 

And praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore; 

We praise you evermore. 
 

N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

. . . through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with 

you.” 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of money are brought forward, please stand. 
 

M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

In The Bleak Midwinter Vocal Quartet 

setting by Brian L. Hanson 

 

In the bleak midwinter, Frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, In the bleak midwinter, Long ago. 

 

Heaven cannot hold Him, Nor earth sustain;  

Heav’n and earth shall flee away When He comes to reign; 

In the bleak midwinter A stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Still, still, still, Hear the falling snow. For all is hushed, 

The world is sleeping, Holy star its vigil keeping. 

Still, still, still, Hear the falling snow.  

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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What can I give Him, Poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give Him What can I give Him? 

Give my heart. Give my heart. 
 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Good and loving God, 

we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 

riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 

shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

P R E F A C E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn. 

 

S A N C T U S  
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E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

You are indeed holy, O God, . . .until he comes. 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, O God, . . . the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, . . . with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those . . . now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
 

I N V I T A T I O N  

The bread of God comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 

Amen. 
 
Sit 
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once in Royal David’s City Blue 643 

st. 1—cantor 
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Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Little Ones, Dear Lord Green 52 

st. 1—cantor 
 

Your little ones, dear Lord, are we, And come your lowly bed to see; 

Enlighten ev’ry soul and mind, That we the way to you may find. 

 

With songs we hasten you to greet, And kiss the ground before your feet. 

Oh, blessed hour, oh, sweetest night That gave you birth, our soul’s delight. 
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Oh, draw us wholly to you, Lord, And to us all your grace accord; 

True faith and love to us impart, That we may hold you in our heart. 
 

Until at last we too proclaim, With all your saints, your glorious name; 

In paradise our songs renew, And praise you as the angels do.  
 

Stand 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  C A N T I C L E  

Song of Simeon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

Cold December Flies Away Green 53 

 

Cold December flies away At the rose-red splendor. 

April’s crowning glory breaks While the whole world wonders 

At the holy unseen pow’r Of the tree which bears the flow’r. 

On the blessed tree Blooms the reddest flow’r. On the tree blooms the rose 

Here in love’s own garden, Full and strong in glory. 
 

In the hopeless time of sin Shadows deep had fallen. 

All the world lay under death. Eyes were closed in sleeping. 

But, when all seemed lost in night, Came the sun whose golden light 

Brings unending joy, Brings the endless joy, Of our hope, highest hope, 

Of our hope’s bright dawning, Son beloved of heaven. 
 

Now the bud has come to bloom, And the world awakens. 

In the lily’s purest flow’r Dwells a wondrous fragrance. 

And it spreads to all the earth From the moment of its birth; 

And its beauty lives. In the flow’r it lives, In the flow’r, and it spreads 

In its heav’nly brightness Sweet perfume delightful. 
 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

P O S T L U D E 

Introduction and Gospel Acclamation text are from Sundays and Seasons Year C 2019 copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Confession/Absolution is from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2018 copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory, Once In Royal David’s City (text and tune) and Your Little Ones, Dear Lord are in the public domain. Gloria 

copyright © 1979, 1988 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Let All Together Praise Our God copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers. Love in Christ Is Strong and Living text and tune copyright © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Cold December Flies Away copyright © 

1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Prior four hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Tone 4, Gospel Acclamation music, Preface, 

Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used 
by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. Psalm 148 is used by permission of Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing House License #000010765. Offering Prayer is from Sundays and Seasons 2015 

copyright © 2014 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Post-Communion Canticle (Song of Simeon) is from Lutheran Service Book 
copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia Liturgy License #000010765. Readings are from the 
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New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 

the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – The Epiphany of Our Lord (Yr. C): Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-11 (12-15);  

 Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Nelson Kosch 

ASSISTING MINISTER------------------------------------------------------------ Galen Behr 

CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Mark Flemmer 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS---------------------------------------------- Ruth Benish, Lois Lenz 

LECTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Gloria Sorensen 

VOCAL QUARTETSarah Callahan, Mark Flemmer, Melissa Lorang, Dan Schreiber 
 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

TUESDAY - NEW YEARS DAY—CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY - MEN’S BIBLE STUDY --------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 

  NO CONFIRMATION CLASS 

SUNDAY - WORSHIP ------------------------------------------ 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour Pastor Jank will conduct an 

open forum on questions and concerns about the Christian faith. A second Bible Class, 

“Present Over Perfect,” for parents with children in the nursery is being led by Melissa 

Lorang in the nursery room, the northwest corner room upstairs.  

MEMORIAL SERVICE — Frank Tierney, our brother in Christ, died on December 22. His 

memorial service will be this Friday, January 4, at 10:30 a.m. The family visitation will be 

here Thursday, 5:00—7:00 p.m.  

Praying for Our Parish in 2019 

Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

January 1 

Robert Frazer 

January 1 

Hope Lorang 

January 1 

Victor Padron 

January 4 

Ryan Flemmer 

January 5 

Sara Kowalik 

Worship Attendance ........................................ 105 

Communion ....................................................... 75 

Sunday School  .................................................. 11 

Staff ..................................................................... 5 

Bible Class ........................................................23 

Offering ......................................................... 4894 

Needed Weekly ............................................. 5030 

Specials ......................................................... 3840 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 2 

December 30, 2018 (C) FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
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