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It’s almost time! Kids are wound up, and adults are stressed. So we invite everyone to
take a deep breath and find peace as we worship the coming Christ.
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Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and the blessed virgin
Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no
uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives
as when in the holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s
death.”
PRELUDE
WELCOME

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent.
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and the blessed virgin
Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no
uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives
as when in the holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s
death.”
PRELUDE

Please fill out the attendance register sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

INVOCATION
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WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance register sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Stand

Stand

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.
INVOCATION
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OPENING SENTENCES

OPENING SENTENCES

Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!
Blessed is the fruit of Mary’s womb!
He shall stand and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord!
His flock shall dwell secure.
And He will be their peace.
My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!
Blessed is the fruit of Mary’s womb!
He shall stand and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord!
His flock shall dwell secure.
And He will be their peace.
My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We mark the
four candles with these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love.
Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we hope.
Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rest.
Jesus Christ is the source of all joy.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rejoice.
Jesus Christ is the Lord of love.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word His love finds us.

On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We mark the
four candles with these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love.
Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we hope.
Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rest.
Jesus Christ is the source of all joy.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rejoice.
Jesus Christ is the Lord of love.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word His love finds us.

The King Shall Come To Bring Us Love

The King Shall Come To Bring Us Love
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(Hebrews 10:10)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the season of Advent we prepare for Jesus to come. Sometimes in our
preparations we lose sight of God’s grace. Sometimes we are so desperate for
God’s approval we think we can earn His favor by doing more, by being better,
or by scheming in just the right way. Despite God’s unconditional love, we
still try to earn our way into security and salvation. We turn to the Lord for
forgiveness.

In the season of Advent we prepare for Jesus to come. Sometimes in our
preparations we lose sight of God’s grace. Sometimes we are so desperate for
God’s approval we think we can earn His favor by doing more, by being better,
or by scheming in just the right way. Despite God’s unconditional love, we
still try to earn our way into security and salvation. We turn to the Lord for
forgiveness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have not trusted Your Word of forgiveness, life, and
salvation. We have questioned if we are truly forgiven. We have doubted
the new life we now live. We have distrusted Your way of salvation.
Restore us, O God. Let Your face shine, that we may be saved!
God’s ways are not our ways. Despite our continued failures and our inability
to trust as we ought, Christ’s death and resurrection for your forgiveness
remains effective, and it always will. Hear these words of forgiveness, for they
are from Christ Himself: As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have not trusted Your Word of forgiveness, life, and
salvation. We have questioned if we are truly forgiven. We have doubted
the new life we now live. We have distrusted Your way of salvation.
Restore us, O God. Let Your face shine, that we may be saved!
God’s ways are not our ways. Despite our continued failures and our inability
to trust as we ought, Christ’s death and resurrection for your forgiveness
remains effective, and it always will. Hear these words of forgiveness, for they
are from Christ Himself: As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

GATHERING HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come

Left:

GATHERING HYMN

Green 28

Savior of the Nations, Come

Green 28

Savior of the nations, come; Show the glory of the Son!
Ev’ry people, stand in awe; Praise the perfect Son of God.

Savior of the nations, come; Show the glory of the Son!
Ev’ry people, stand in awe; Praise the perfect Son of God.

Not of human seed or worth, But from God’s own mystic breath,
Fruit in Mary’s womb begun When God breathed the Word, his Son.

Not of human seed or worth, But from God’s own mystic breath,
Fruit in Mary’s womb begun When God breathed the Word, his Son.

Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child Of the virgin undefiled!
Mighty God and man in one, Eager now his race to run!

Right: God the Father is his source, Back to God he runs his course;
Down to death and hell descends, God’s high throne he reascends.
4

(Hebrews 10:10)

Left:

Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child Of the virgin undefiled!
Mighty God and man in one, Eager now his race to run!

Right: God the Father is his source, Back to God he runs his course;
Down to death and hell descends, God’s high throne he reascends.
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Cantor: He leaves heaven to return; Trav’ling where dull hellfires burn;
Riding out, returning home As the Savior who has come.

Cantor: He leaves heaven to return; Trav’ling where dull hellfires burn;
Riding out, returning home As the Savior who has come.

God the Father’s precious Son Girds himself in flesh to run
For the trophies of our souls Longer than this round earth rolls.

God the Father’s precious Son Girds himself in flesh to run
For the trophies of our souls Longer than this round earth rolls.

Shining stable in the night, Breathing vict’ry with your light;
Darkness cannot hide your flame, Shining bright as Jesus’ name.

Shining stable in the night, Breathing vict’ry with your light;
Darkness cannot hide your flame, Shining bright as Jesus’ name.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

APOSTOLIC GREETING

KYRIE

KYRIE

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sit

Sit
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We Hear God’s Word.
FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Micah 5:2-5a
A future shepherd-king, like David, will come.

Micah 5:2-5a
A future shepherd-king, like David, will come.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall
be the one of peace. (NRSV)

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall
be the one of peace. (NRSV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM 80:1-7

(antiphon v. 7)

Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Cantor: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* You are
enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* stir up your might and
come to | save us!
Cantor: Restore us, | O God;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
O Lord | God of hosts,* how long will you be angry with your | people’s
prayers?
Cantor: You have fed them with the | bread of tears* and given them tears to drink in
full | measure.
You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* and our enemies
laugh a- | mong themselves.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
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We Hear God’s Word.

PSALM 80:1-7

(antiphon v. 7)

Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Cantor: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* You are
enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* stir up your might and
come to | save us!
Cantor: Restore us, | O God;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
O Lord | God of hosts,* how long will you be angry with your | people’s
prayers?
Cantor: You have fed them with the | bread of tears* and given them tears to drink in
full | measure.
You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* and our enemies
laugh a- | mong themselves.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
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Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: Restore us, O | God of hosts;* let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 10:5-10
We have been made holy through Jesus.

Hebrews 10:5-10
We have been made holy through Jesus.

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God,
I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of
me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. (NRSV )

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God,
I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of
me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. (NRSV )

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
Stand

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;* let it be with me according | to your
word. (Luke 1:38)

Cantor: Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;* let it be with me according | to your
word. (Luke 1:38)
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HOLY GOSPEL

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 1:39-45
Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song.

Luke 1:39-45
Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.” (NRSV )

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.” (NRSV )

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

Sit

Sit

SERMON

SERMON
Stand

Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

8

HYMN OF THE DAY

Tune: Veni, Emmanuel (34)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Tune: Veni, Emmanuel (34)

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

3. O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

8

5. O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

5. O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

7. O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one:
Refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

7. O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one:
Refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . one God, now and forever.
Amen.

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

Sit

Sit

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of money are brought forward, please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
setting by Timothy Shaw

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of money are brought forward, please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Choir

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
setting by Timothy Shaw

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’rest bright, Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’rest bright, Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior.
When half-spent was the night.

Isaiah ’twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior.
When half-spent was the night.

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us And lightens ev’ry load.

This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us And lightens ev’ry load.

OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
10

Choir

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
10

PREFACE

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn.

SANCTUS

SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
INVITATION

(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

DISTRIBUTION

Sit

DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
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The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Blue 632

Cantor: The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.” Glo-ri-a!

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
Cantor: The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.” Glo-ri-a!

“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Mostly highly favored lady.” Glo-ri-a!

“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Mostly highly favored lady.” Glo-ri-a!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.”
Most highly favored lady, Glo-ri-a!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.”
Most highly favored lady, Glo-ri-a!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady,” Glo-ri-a!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady,” Glo-ri-a!

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Green 198

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Green 198

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, For with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, For with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven Spread its vanguard on the way;
As the Light of light, descending From the realms of endless day,
Comes, the pow’rs of heal to vanquish, As the darkness clears away.

Rank on rank the host of heaven Spread its vanguard on the way;
As the Light of light, descending From the realms of endless day,
Comes, the pow’rs of heal to vanquish, As the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence, As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

At his feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence, As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”
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My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

Blue 730

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior’s praise!
You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace.
Now ev’ry land and ev’ry age this blessing shall proclaim
Great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name.

My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior’s praise!
You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace.
Now ev’ry land and ev’ry age this blessing shall proclaim
Great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name.

To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead;
The hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed.

To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead;
The hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed.

To Is-ra-el, your servant blest, your help is ever sure;
The promise to our parents made their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the Word,
And praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one God, by all adored.

To Is-ra-el, your servant blest, your help is ever sure;
The promise to our parents made their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the Word,
And praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one God, by all adored.

Stand

Stand

COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN

CLOSING HYMN

Joy to the World

14
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Joy to the World
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Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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No more let sin and sorrow grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.

No more let sin and sorrow grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love.

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love.

DISMISSAL

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

POSTLUDE

Introduction and Gospel Acclamation text are from Sundays and Seasons 2019 copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Used by permission
Opening Sentences, Lighting of the Advent Wreath, and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2018 copyright ©
2018 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. The King Shall Come to Bring Us Joy copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House; tune is
in the public domain. Used by permission. Savior of the Nations, Come copyright ©2006 Augsburg Fortress used by permission of OneLicense.net
#A708099. Kyrie, Psalm Tone 2, Gospel Acclamation music, Offering Prayer, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-LIT. Psalm
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House License #000010765. Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel text is in the public domain; st. 7 copyright ©1997 Augsburg Fortress. My Soul
Proclaims Your Greatness copyright ©1995 Augsburg Fortress. Both hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. The Angel Gabriel
from Heaven Came, Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, and Joy to the World are in the public domain. Readings are from the New Revised Standard
Version of the Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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NEXT SUNDAY

– First Sunday After Christmas (Year C): Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15;

NEXT SUNDAY

– First Sunday After Christmas (Year C): Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15;

Psalm 111; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:22-40

Psalm 111; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:22-40

 ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 

 ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Albert Hogue
ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------------ Galen Behr
CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------Mark Flemmer
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ------------------------------------------- Alex Johnson, Jim Zulfer
LECTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Gloria Sorensen
PREACHER --------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Albert Hogue
ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------------ Galen Behr
CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------Mark Flemmer
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ------------------------------------------- Alex Johnson, Jim Zulfer
LECTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Gloria Sorensen
PREACHER --------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams

 LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE 

 LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE 

Worship Attendance ........................................105
Bible Class........................................................ 31
Communion .......................................................76
Offering ........................................................ 3697
Sunday School ..................................................25
Needed Weekly ............................................ 5030
Staff .................................................................... 9
Specials .......................................................... 300
First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 0

Worship Attendance ........................................105 Bible Class........................................................ 31
Communion .......................................................76 Offering ........................................................ 3697
Sunday School ..................................................25
Needed Weekly ............................................ 5030
Staff .................................................................... 9
Specials .......................................................... 300
First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 0
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December 23, 2018 (C)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 23, 2018 (C)

 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 
TODAY

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE
MONDAY
- CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE --------------------- 7:30 P.M.
TUESDAY
- CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE ------------------ 10:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY
- MEN’S BIBLE STUDY --------------------------- 6:00 P.M.
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
SUNDAY
- CHRISTMAS HYMN SING -----------------------8:50 A.M.
WORSHIP ------------------------------------------9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour Pastor Jank will conduct an
open forum on questions and concerns about the Christian faith. A second Bible Class,
“Present Over Perfect,” for parents with children in the nursery is being led by Melissa
Lorang in the nursery room, the northwest corner room upstairs. Grab a cup of coffee and
join in.
VACATION — Our office secretary, Teresa Kuti, is on vacation. She will return Wednesday,
January 2, 2019. If Pastor Jank does not answer the phone, please leave a message.
POINSETTIAS — Thank you to those who donated poinsettias to decorate for Christmas.
2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2019 on
the back table. Please do not use them until January 1.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve at 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day at 10:00 A.M.
NEXT SUNDAY — Come early next Sunday to sing Christmas hymns before worship begins.
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES — This faith-based, not-for-profit, multi-service human care
organization which provides a multiplicity of services (children, behavioral health and refugee
and immigration services) impacting 35,000+ people annually throughout Nebraska, Iowa,
and Wichita, Kansas. An envelope is in today’s bulletin for you to support this ministry.
THANK YOU — The entire Sunday School staff would like to thank the children and parents
for their practice and preparation for the Children’s Christmas Service. We are thankful for
the Mount Olive families and friends for their continual support and encouragement
provided to us throughout the year. A special thank you to all of those people who volunteer
behind the scenes as well as the Sunday School teachers and staff. We couldn’t do it
without you. Special thanks to Thrivent Financial for supporting the mitten drive and to
everyone who donates mittens, gloves, scarves and hats for the mitten tree.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE
MONDAY
- CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE --------------------- 7:30 P.M.
TUESDAY
- CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE ------------------ 10:00 A.M.
WEDNESDAY
- MEN’S BIBLE STUDY --------------------------- 6:00 P.M.
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
SUNDAY
- CHRISTMAS HYMN SING -----------------------8:50 A.M.
WORSHIP ------------------------------------------9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour Pastor Jank will conduct an
open forum on questions and concerns about the Christian faith. A second Bible Class,
“Present Over Perfect,” for parents with children in the nursery is being led by Melissa
Lorang in the nursery room, the northwest corner room upstairs. Grab a cup of coffee and
join in.
VACATION — Our office secretary, Teresa Kuti, is on vacation. She will return Wednesday,
January 2, 2019. If Pastor Jank does not answer the phone, please leave a message.
POINSETTIAS — Thank you to those who donated poinsettias to decorate for Christmas.
2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2019 on
the back table. Please do not use them until January 1.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve at 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day at 10:00 A.M.
NEXT SUNDAY — Come early next Sunday to sing Christmas hymns before worship begins.
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES — This faith-based, not-for-profit, multi-service human care
organization which provides a multiplicity of services (children, behavioral health and refugee
and immigration services) impacting 35,000+ people annually throughout Nebraska, Iowa,
and Wichita, Kansas. An envelope is in today’s bulletin for you to support this ministry.
THANK YOU — The entire Sunday School staff would like to thank the children and parents
for their practice and preparation for the Children’s Christmas Service. We are thankful for
the Mount Olive families and friends for their continual support and encouragement
provided to us throughout the year. A special thank you to all of those people who volunteer
behind the scenes as well as the Sunday School teachers and staff. We couldn’t do it
without you. Special thanks to Thrivent Financial for supporting the mitten drive and to
everyone who donates mittens, gloves, scarves and hats for the mitten tree.

Praying for Our Parish in 2018
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.

Praying for Our Parish in 2018
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.
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Cameron Padron
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