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Our 15-week Spring Adult Information Class will begin on Sun-
day, February 10, at 3:30 p.m. This two-hour class is for those 
who are new in their faith, for those who are somewhere in the 
middle, and for those who have been life-long Christians. No mat-
ter where you are in your faith journey, God yearns to get closer 
to you. 
 

To register, please call the church office at 402-455-8700.  
 

You can also find registration forms inside the Sunday  
bulletin beginning January 20. Fill out the registration and drop it 
in the offering plate.  

a prayer for new beginnings 
In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress Press), 
Walter Brueggemann writes in an Epiphany poem: 
 

... this is a time to be born. 
So we turn to you, God of our life 

God of all our years, 
God of our beginning.... 
We dare pray that you will do for us 
and among us and through us 

what is needful for our newness. 
Give us the power to be receptive, 
to take the newness you give .... 
There is a time to be born, and it is now. 
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness. 
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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I recently read a story about a young woman 
named Annie. She grew up sheltered in a pri-
vate school, but at 15 she entered a new high 
school. There her life fell apart. This is what 
happened in her own words: “I didn’t know 
what I believed. When other kids smoked, I 
smoked. When they drank, I drank.” Tragi-
cally, a culture of sin overwhelmed her im-
mature faith. 
 

She cut out her old friends and church. De-
spite her rebellion, she kept thinking that God 
was waiting for the right moment to inter-
vene. One day it happened. God used a friend 
in her life to finally get through to Annie and 
remind her of His love and forgiveness.  
 

Today Annie’s life is back on track. She lives 
passionately for Jesus. She is involved in 
weekly worship with her brothers and sisters 
in Christ. She reads her Bible, prays several 
times a day, and volunteers at her church. 
 

Sad to say, Annie’s story is not uncommon. 
According to a study by the Barna Group, of 
young adults raised in church:  
 

1 in 9 turns their backs on Christianity. 
4 in 10 consider themselves Christian, 
but have stopped attending or participat-
ing in church. 
2 in 10 feel disconnected, caught in a 
struggle to find the church’s relevance to 
the world in which they live. 

 

If you have looked around at the pews at 
Mount Olive, you have noticed very few in-
dividuals in their teens, 20s or 30s. So many 
who have grown up in our church have lost 
interest in the church. The voices of the 
world have filled their ears and the voice of 

their Good Shepherd 
goes unrecognized, if 
even heard. The busy-
ness of their lives has 
crowded out serious 
thought about their 
eternal destiny. 
 

All this reminds us of 
what our purpose is as 
followers of Jesus. 
We have been saved for a purpose. That pur-
pose is help others know and follow Jesus, 
their Savior and Lord, everyday. We have 
been gathered by the Holy Spirit into a band 
of believers to help each other live out that 
purpose. We may falter in carrying out that 
purpose, but Jesus reminds us in Word and 
Holy Meal that His suffering, death and res-
urrection make us forgiven sinners and em-
powered ambassadors. 
 

Who are the people in your life who have lost 
their way or who have never recognized the 
one who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life? 
We must never forget how important each of 
them is in our heavenly Father’s eyes. We 
care about them because Jesus has first cared 
for us. We cannot help but let His love for us 
overflow in a passionate concern that others 
would know Him, love Him and serve Him 
with us. 
 

Lord, help us to tell our personal story of 
how Christ has helped us through a particular 
challenge, difficulty, or tragedy. That is the 
beginning of what others need to hear from 
us. That will open the door for us to share 
what Jesus has done for all of us. 
 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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In 2019 our congregational needs will be 
$5300/week. Our regular congregational ex-
penses are budgeted to increase by 1.3%. We 
will continue to distribute 10% of our income 
to ministry needs beyond Mount Olive, plus 
an additional $10,000 for the District 
“Building Together” program to renovate the 
University Lutheran Chapel in Lincoln and 
the District Office in Seward: 
 

$17,800 Nebraska District and Synod 
Work 

$250 District Convention and Circuit     
Assessments 

$500 Crossways International 
$2,000 Omaha LINC (POBLO ministry 

replacement) 
$2,800 Project Hope (food pantry services) 

$1,300 Together, Inc. (emergency human 
services) 

$660 Lutheran Family Services of         
Nebraska 

$1,250 “Living H2O” Campus Ministries 
$10,000 Nebraska District “Building     

Together” campaign 

 

Mount Olive has also committed to help sup-
port two overseas missionary families - Julie 

Lutz and Rev. David and Mrs. Barbara 

Bush both in Hong Kong. You are encour -
aged to periodically make additional mone-
tary gifts toward their support. Put this cash 
or check in an envelope 

and notate its  
purpose on the 

envelope. 

Lessons in wise faith 

“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles 
they encountered, we would understand if they had given up altogether! 
 

First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a 
newborn king in a “royal palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so 
utterly out of keeping with a king” — a poor young woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that 
one might expect them to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong and 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The entire Sunday School staff would like to thank the children and parents for their practice 
and preparation for the Children’s Christmas Service. We are thankful for the Mount Olive 
families and friends for their continual support and encouragement provided to us throughout 
the year. A special thank you to all of those people who volunteer behind the scenes as well as 
the Sunday School teachers and staff. We couldn’t do it without you. Special thanks to Thrivent 
Financial for supporting the mitten drive and to everyone who donated mittens, gloves, scarves 
and hats for the mitten tree. —Betsy Kosch 
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In Ministry 
With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 
 

...Becky Day, Mary 

Hogue, Nancy Jacob-

son, Rod & Karen 

Lorang, Frank Sa-

batka, Emily Stand-

ley, Austin Wegner, 
Max Williams and 

Janet Zulfer. 
 

...Yo Tierney who 
mourns the death of 
our brother in Christ, 
Frank Tierney. 

 

...Jessica, Alexia, and 

Robbie Moffett, Jr. 

who mourn the death 
of their mother, Laura 

Thomas. 
 

...Jeff and Rachel Mis-

iolek, who were 
blessed with a son, 
Everett Lawrence. 

 

...those in our communi-
ty without Christ and 
His church. 

 

 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Women’s Bible Study group resumes after the Christmas 
break on Tuesday, January 15, at 6:00 p.m. Jacob is on the 
run…he deceived his father Isaac and his twin brother, Esau, 
wants to kill him. While his dad and brother “cool off”, Jacob 
will visit his Uncle Laban. If you thought Jacob was kind of a 
sly guy, his uncle is in a class by himself. Laban’s daughters 
Rachel and Leah are of marrying age and Laban is out to take 
advantage of his nephew’s infatuation with Rachel. Leah is 
caught in the middle, and while she could have “done the right 
thing,” she did not.  
 

Please come and join us as we learn from Leah; that actions 
speak louder than words and that we should always act in a 
manner worthy of our calling as women of God, knowing peo-
ple see what we do far more clearly than they hear what we 
say. If you want to read ahead our story is from Genesis 28:10 
– 29:24. No worries if you cannot slide in right at 6:00…we 
usually start off with a connect question. Each lesson stands 
on its own, so if you miss a night…you’re still okay.  
 

If you want more information regarding the study, please do 
not hesitate to contact me…Dixie Gerhart 402-602-3252 (day 
number) and 402-453-6707 (night number).  
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Barb Stacy and Bonnie 

White for  helping with 
the December Messenger.  
 

Thank you to Bonnie 

White for  taking the fin-
ished newsletter to the 
downtown post office.  
 

A special thank you to 
Rich Wismont who takes 
care of all of the church’s 
recyclables. 
 

Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for  weekly 
lending a hand in the 
church office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

Thank you to 
all who donated  
poinsettias.  
 

Galen and 
Marsha Behr, Marilyn 

Beig, Paul and Jill 

Clausen, Marge East-

man, Dustin and Mary 

Hogue family, Becky 

Hurt, Ron and Annette 

Hurt, Paul and Betsy 

Kosch family, Tim and 
Melissa Lorang family, 
Liz Matson, Victor and 
Jody Padron, Doug Pol-

lock, Rosalie Soodsma, 
Gloria Sorensen, Barb 

Stacy, Frank and Yo 

Tierney, Cindy and An-

drew Wheeler family, 
Bonnie White, and Max 

and Linda Williams 

Poinsettia 

A HUGE thanks to all who 
participated in the annual 
Mount Olive Trunk-Or-
Treat! From the children in 
costumes, to all of the deco-
rated trunks, to Ray Hogan 

and Rich Wismont’s fresh 
popcorn stand, to the endless 
amounts of sweet treats, it 
was a SPOOKTACULAR 
time for all involved (we had 
close to 200 people in total 
attendance)! BEST costume 
acknowledgment goes to 
Marsha and Galen Behr 

with their flower-power 
flashback attire; and the 
BEST truck acknowledg-
ment goes to Annette Hurt 

with her Noah’s Ark theme.  
—Anne Wegner 

Many Thanks 
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Yo and the entire family 
of Frank Tierney are very 
thankful to Pastor Jank 

and our congregation for 
the support, services, 
flowers, cards, phone 
calls, and encouragements 
during our mourning. We 
appreciate it so very much. 

Thank You! 

Please join your fellow 
Mount Olive movie buffs 
on Friday night, January 
11, at 7:00 p.m. (NEW 
TIME!!) We will be show-
ing the movie “The Great-
est Showman.” This 2017 
original musical screenplay 
brings to life the story of 
P.T. Barnum and his crea-
tion of “The Greatest Show 
on Earth.” Rising from 
nothing, P.T. sets out to 
make a better life for his 
family. The movie stars 
Hugh Jackman, Michelle 
Williams and Zac Efron. 
The movie runs for 105 
minutes and is rated PG. 
Popcorn and movie candy 
will be provided. Circle the 
date!  
 

—Dixie Gerhart 

(402-602-3252) 

Voters Assembly will be 
meeting Sunday, February 
10, at 11:30 a.m. 

Save the Date 

Mount Olive’s website 
www.MountOliveOmaha.com 
is a great place to view our 
current bulletin, newsletter, 
calendar, readings, etc. Did 
you know that as a member 
you can log into a special 
“members only” section? 
Items like the church directo-
ry, the annual church plan-
ning calendar, and tax ex-
empt forms can be accessed 
there. You can even sign up 
for Joyful Response which is 
a way to handle your offer-
ings automatically.  
 

If you would like to be able 
to access the “members only” 
section of our website, please 
provide the church office 
with your email by emailing 
us at mountolv@msn.com or 
by calling the church office 
and we will send you a link.  

Mount Olive Website 

VBS 

Please mark your calendars 
for Vacation Bible School 
2019. VBS is July 15-19 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
 

- Jody Wells-Padron 

VBS Coordinator 

Movie Night 

A dove is a prominent symbol of the Holy 
Spirit. When the dove is shown flying down-
ward, it reminds us of Jesus’ baptism, when, 
the gospel writers tell us, the Spirit descend-
ed on him in the form of a dove. Doves also 
symbolize baptism in general, because many 

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued on page 10) 



 
 Mount Olive is help-
ing to support two mis-
sionaries and their families 
who live abroad. We re-
member them periodically 
in our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue to 
support them financially 
with your regular gifts. 
Information about their 
work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday wor-
ship. May it serve as an 
encouragement for your 
continued interest and sup-
port. For the year 2019 our 
missionaries abroad are:  

Julie Lutz 

PO Box 803 

Mt. Hagen, 

Western Highlands 
Province 

Papua New Guinea 

Julie.lutz@lcms.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 
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Little Free Pantry of 

Mount Olive 

 

We have an ongoing collection for our 
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabi-
net with non-perishable food items, 
paper goods, and other items sits out-
side of Mount Olive. It is accessible 
24 hours per day to anyone. The    
pantry has made a huge impact to the 
hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please 
consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart 
for donation.  
 

You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in 

the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  
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Altar Flowers 

 

Altar Flowers are no longer arranged by our 
church. Altar flowers are still welcomed and 
encouraged. If you would like to remember a 
loved one, celebrate an anniversary or birth-
day with flowers, please purchase the flowers 
at a floral shop of your choosing or maybe 
picked from your garden. You can either 
have them delivered the Friday before the 
chosen Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
or call the church office at 402-455-8700 to 
make other arrangements. Please call no later 

than Tuesday prior to the chosen Sunday. 
Always make sure to call the church office so 
an announcement can be included in the  
Sunday bulletin.  

The world population has now reached 7.5 
billion people. These statistics were com-
piled in 2016, and the changes over the past 
10 years are remarkable. In 2006, only 1 per-
son out of 100 would have had a college edu-
cation-- now that number has jumped to 7.  
 

If the world were a 100 people: 

• 50 would be female 

• 50 would be male 

• 25 would be children 

• 75 would be adults, 9 of whom would be 
65 and older 

• 60 would be Asian 

• 16 would be African 

• 14 would be from the Americas 
• 10 would be European 

 

If the world were a 100 people: 

• 31 would be Christian 

• 23 would be Muslim 

• 16 would not be aligned with a religion 

• 15 would be Hindu 

• 7 would be Buddist 
• 8 would practice other religions 
Among the 100, their first language: 

• 12 would speak Chinese 

• 6 would speak Spanish 

• 5 would speak English 

• 4 would speak Hindi 
• 3 would speak Bengali 
• 3 would speak Portuguese 

• 2 would speak Russian 

• 2 would speak Japanese 

• 60 would speak other languages 

• 86 would be able to read and write; 14 
would not 

• 7 would have a college degree 

• 40 would have an internet connection 

• 78 would have shelter from the wind and 
rain; 22 would not 

• 1 would be dying of starvation 

• 11 would be undernourished 

• 22 would be overweight 
• 91 would have access to safe drinking 

water; 9 would not./ 
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Gary & Nancy Jacobson: 5622 Whitmore St., Omaha, NE 

68152 

Emily Johnson: 2876 Mary St., Omaha, NE 68112 

Frank Tierney (death) 

Direc tory  Changes  

Eleanor Misiolek—Preschool 

 

Ben Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek — Kindergarten 

 

Samuel Lorang—1st/2nd/3rd 

 

Alexis Brown, Noah Lorang—4th/5th/6th 

These Sunday School students had perfect attendance in December.  
 

Congratulations!!  

...those who are contem-
plating an abortion and 
those burdened by an 
abortion in their past. 

 

...prospective partici-
pants for our Spring 
Adult Information 
Class which begins 
Sunday, February 10. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Christian denominations teach that the Holy Spirit and its 
gifts are bestowed at baptism. Sometimes a dove is depicted 
with a three-ray nimbus around its head, indicating that it is a 
member of the Trinity. Doves are also commonly used as a 
sign of peace.  

(Continued from page 7) 

full faith they ... follow the word of the prophet and the wit-
ness of the star in all purity of heart,” bowing to worship and 
honor the Savior.  
 

—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany 
(1522), Luther’s Works 

(Continued from page 3) 
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