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We’re one week closer! As we prepare our worship space and our homes for the
coming of Jesus at Christmas, let us also prepare our hearts.
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“Rejoice in the Lord always!” may seem like quite the daunting task in today’s
world. Yes, there are moments of joy, but there are also moments of tragedy
and devastation. It is not possible to be always joyful. But rejoicing is not a
task that we have to add to our to-do list. And we are not called to rejoice in
everything always. We are called to rejoice in the Lord always. The God who
rejoices over us with gladness and calms us with His love brings us into a
relationship with Him that is filled with rejoicing at His presence and
providence.
PRELUDE
WELCOME
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Please fill out the attendance register sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

INVOCATION
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WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance register sheet.

RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Stand

Stand

We Enter God’s Presence.

We Enter God’s Presence.
INVOCATION
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OPENING SENTENCES

OPENING SENTENCES

Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!
Rejoice in the Lord always!
For He will rejoice over us with gladness.
Again, I say, rejoice!
He will quiet us with His love.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet.
Righteousness and peace kiss each other.
In Christ, the blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear.
In Christ, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have the good news preached to them.
Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!
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Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We mark the
four candles with these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love.
Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we hope.
Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rest.
Jesus Christ is the source of all joy.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rejoice.
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The King Shall Come To Bring Us Joy

The King Shall Come To Bring Us Joy
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(Psalm 85:2)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the season of Advent, we prepare for Jesus to come. While today is a
celebration of joy, we know that on our own, we would be entirely devoid of
joy. Without Christ’s intervention and incarnation, we would be lost in torment
forever. We approach God in reverence, mindful of how unworthy we are to be
in God’s presence.

In the season of Advent, we prepare for Jesus to come. While today is a
celebration of joy, we know that on our own, we would be entirely devoid of
joy. Without Christ’s intervention and incarnation, we would be lost in torment
forever. We approach God in reverence, mindful of how unworthy we are to be
in God’s presence.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have doubted Your Son and His power. We have been
filled with anxiety and stress. Revive us again, that Your people may
rejoice in You.
The Lord God is in Your midst, the mighty One who will save. In Christ’s death
and resurrection, God withdrew His wrath and put away His burning anger. He
rejoices over you with singing and quiets your anxious hearts by His love. Hear
these words of forgiveness, for they are from Christ Himself: As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. “You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all their
sin.”

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have doubted Your Son and His power. We have been
filled with anxiety and stress. Revive us again, that Your people may
rejoice in You.
The Lord God is in Your midst, the mighty One who will save. In Christ’s death
and resurrection, God withdrew His wrath and put away His burning anger. He
rejoices over you with singing and quiets your anxious hearts by His love. Hear
these words of forgiveness, for they are from Christ Himself: As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. “You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all their
sin.”

GATHERING HYMN

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

4

(Psalm 85:2)

GATHERING HYMN

Green 25

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand.

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand.

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold.

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold.
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Green 25

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free!

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free!

APOSTOLIC GREETING

APOSTOLIC GREETING

KYRIE

KYRIE

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Congregation

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sit

Sit

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Rejoice, the Lord is in your midst.

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Rejoice, the Lord is in your midst.
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Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in
your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a
day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear
reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and
renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I
gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. (NRSV)

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in
your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a
day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear
reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and
renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I
gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. (NRSV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM 85

(antiphon v. 2)

Cantor: You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin.
Cantor: Lord, you were favorable | to your land;* you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin.
Cantor: You withdrew | all your wrath;* you turned from your hot | anger.
Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* and put away your
indignation | toward us.
Cantor: Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* Will you prolong your anger to all
gener- | ations?
Will you not revive | us again,* that your people may re- | joice in you?
Cantor: Show us your steadfast love, | O Lord,* and grant us your sal- | vation.
Let me hear what God the | Lord will speak,* for he will speak peace to his
people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.
Cantor: Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* that glory may dwell | in
our land.
Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* righteousness and peace kiss each
| other.
Cantor: Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* and righteousness looks down |
from the sky.
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Yes, the Lord will give | what is good,* and our land will yield its | increase.
Cantor: Righteousness will go be- | fore him* and make his foot- | steps a way.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin.

Yes, the Lord will give | what is good,* and our land will yield its | increase.
Cantor: Righteousness will go be- | fore him* and make his foot- | steps a way.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* you covered | all their sin.

SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice, the Lord is near.

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice, the Lord is near.

Refrain: Choir sings first, congregation sings second

Refrain: Choir sings first, congregation sings second

Choir: Let all know your moderation. For the Lord is at hand.

Refrain

Choir: Let all know your moderation. For the Lord is at hand.

Refrain

Choir: Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made to God.
Refrain

Choir: Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made to God.
Refrain

Choir: And the peace of God which passes all human understanding, will keep your
hearts and your mind in Christ Jesus.
Refrain

Choir: And the peace of God which passes all human understanding, will keep your
hearts and your mind in Christ Jesus.
Refrain

Stand

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way
before you. (Matt. 11:10)
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HOLY GOSPEL
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HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 7:18-28 (29-35)
John the Baptizer is the promised Way - preparer.

Luke 7:18-28 (29-35)
John the Baptizer is the promised Way - preparer.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two
of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?” When the men had come to him, they
said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?’” Jesus had just then cured many people
of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were
blind. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” When John's messengers had
gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine
clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about
whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among those born of women no one is
greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than
he.” [(And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors,
acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been baptized with John’s
baptism. But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers
rejected God’s purpose for themselves.) “To what then will I compare the
people of this generation, and what are they like? They are like children sitting
in the marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’ For John the Baptist
has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a
demon’; the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Nevertheless,
wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”] (NRSV )

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two
of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?” When the men had come to him, they
said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?’” Jesus had just then cured many people
of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were
blind. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” When John's messengers had
gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine
clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about
whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among those born of women no one is
greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than
he.” [(And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors,
acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been baptized with John’s
baptism. But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers
rejected God’s purpose for themselves.) “To what then will I compare the
people of this generation, and what are they like? They are like children sitting
in the marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’ For John the Baptist
has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a
demon’; the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Nevertheless,
wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”] (NRSV )

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)
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Sit

Sit

SERMON

SERMON

The Lord Is Near

Philippians 4:4-7

The Lord Is Near

Stand

Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!

Philippians 4:4-7

HYMN OF THE DAY

Green 37

Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!

Green 37

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear the cry.
“Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!”

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear the cry.
“Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!”

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies.

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies.

See the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n;

See the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n;

So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near.

So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near.

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son
With the everliving Spirit While eternal ages run!

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son
With the everliving Spirit While eternal ages run!

NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
9

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . one God, now and forever.
Amen.

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
. . . one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

Sit

Sit

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of money are brought forward, please stand.

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of money are brought forward, please stand.

MUSIC AT OFFERING

MUSIC AT OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

10

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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PREFACE

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . .we praise your name, and join their unending hymn.

SANCTUS

SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
INVITATION

(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

DISTRIBUTION

Sit

DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
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When All the World Was Cursed
st. 1—cantor

Tune: Was Frag Ich Nach Der Welt (504)

Cantor: When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,
Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.
With true forerunner’s zeal The greater One he named,
And Him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed.

When All the World Was Cursed
st. 1—cantor

Tune: Was Frag Ich Nach Der Welt (504)

Cantor: When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,
Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.
With true forerunner’s zeal The greater One he named,
And Him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed.

Before he yet was born, He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing Him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold,
He testified of Him Of whom the prophets told:

Before he yet was born, He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing Him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold,
He testified of Him Of whom the prophets told:

Behold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win.

Behold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win.

O grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with Him In His eternal day.

O grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with Him In His eternal day.

He Came Down

He Came Down
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Once He Came In Blessing

Green 312

Once He Came In Blessing

Green 312

Once he came in blessing, All our ills redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us.

Once he came in blessing, All our ills redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us.

Still he comes within us; Still his voice would win us
From the sins that hurt us; Would to truth convert us
From our foolish error Ere he comes in terror.

Still he comes within us; Still his voice would win us
From the sins that hurt us; Would to truth convert us
From our foolish error Ere he comes in terror.

Thus, if you have known him, Not ashamed to own him,
Nor have spurned him coldly, But will trust him boldly,
He will then receive you, Heal you, and forgive you.

Thus, if you have known him, Not ashamed to own him,
Nor have spurned him coldly, But will trust him boldly,
He will then receive you, Heal you, and forgive you.

Those who then are loyal Find a welcome royal.
Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us;
Let us here confess you, Till in heav’n we bless you.

Those who then are loyal Find a welcome royal.
Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us;
Let us here confess you, Till in heav’n we bless you.

Stand

Stand

COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN

CLOSING HYMN

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel

Green 34

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel.

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel.

Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free Your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Refrain
14

Green 34

Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free Your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Refrain
14

Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by your advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain

Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by your advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.
Refrain

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.
Refrain

DISMISSAL

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

POSTLUDE

Introduction, Opening Sentences, Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2018
copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. The King Shall Come to Bring Us Joy copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House; tune is in the public domain. Used by permission. Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers, Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding, Once He Came in Blessing
and Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel are in the public domain. When All the World Was Cursed copyright © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. He
Came Down text is in the public domain; tune copyright © 1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications. Both hymns used by permission of
OneLicense.net #A708099. Kyrie, Psalm Tone 2, Gospel Acclamation music, Offering Prayer, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God
are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075LIT. Psalm 85 is used by permission of Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia
Publishing House License #000010765. Gospel Acclamation text is from Sundays and Seasons 2019 copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
Used by permission. Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Introduction, Opening Sentences, Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2018
copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. The King Shall Come to Bring Us Joy copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House; tune is in the public domain. Used by permission. Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers, Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding, Once He Came in Blessing
and Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel are in the public domain. When All the World Was Cursed copyright © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. He
Came Down text is in the public domain; tune copyright © 1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications. Both hymns used by permission of
OneLicense.net #A708099. Kyrie, Psalm Tone 2, Gospel Acclamation music, Offering Prayer, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God
are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075LIT. Psalm 85 is used by permission of Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia
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NEXT SUNDAY

– Fourth Sunday in Advent (Yr. C): Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7;

NEXT SUNDAY

Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)

– Fourth Sunday in Advent (Yr. C): Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7;
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)

 ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 

 ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Nelson Kosch
ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------------ Galen Behr
CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------Mark Flemmer
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ---------------------------------------- Amber Brown, Dawn Payne
LECTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Gloria Sorensen
ORGANIST ------------------------------------------------------------------- Rosalie Soodsma

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Nelson Kosch
ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------------ Galen Behr
CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------Mark Flemmer
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ---------------------------------------- Amber Brown, Dawn Payne
LECTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Gloria Sorensen
ORGANIST ------------------------------------------------------------------- Rosalie Soodsma

 LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE 

 LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE 

Worship Attendance ........................................109
Bible Class........................................................ 30
Communion .......................................................80
Offering ........................................................ 6460
Sunday School ..................................................25
Needed Weekly ............................................ 5030
Staff .................................................................... 8
Specials .......................................................... 258
First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 1
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December 16, 2018 (C)

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 16, 2018 (C)

 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 
TODAY

-

WEDNESDAY

-

SUNDAY

-

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING
SS CHRISTMAS DRESS REHEARSAL ------- 10:30 A.M.
ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 1:30 P.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE ---- 4:00 P.M.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY --------------------------- 6:00 P.M.
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:30 P.M.
WORSHIP ------------------------------------------9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE

TODAY

-

WEDNESDAY

-

SUNDAY

-

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING
SS CHRISTMAS DRESS REHEARSAL ------- 10:30 A.M.
ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 1:30 P.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE ---- 4:00 P.M.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY --------------------------- 6:00 P.M.
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:30 P.M.
WORSHIP ------------------------------------------9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE

— During the Christian Education Hour Pastor Jank will continue
leading a Bible Study on Sexual Temptation in a High Tech Society. A second videoenhanced Bible Class, “Present Over Perfect,” for parents with children in the nursery is
being led by Melissa Lorang in the nursery room, the northwest corner room upstairs. Grab
a cup of coffee and join in.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE — Join us today at 4:00 p.m. for our annual
Sunday School Christmas Service “Joy to the World.” Please help spread the JOY to our
neighborhood this Christmas season by bringing a canned food item to fill our little pantry.
Special thanks to Thrivent for the grant to help support the Little Food Pantry Food Drive.
SS CHRISTMAS SERVICE DRESS REHEARSAL — The final rehearsal for our Sunday School
Christmas Service is today at 10:30 A.M.
2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2019 on
the back table. Please do not use them until January 1.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve (Monday evening) 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day
(Tuesday) 10:00 A.M.
POINSETTIAS — If you would like to help decorate the church with a poinsettia, the cost is
$10.00. A sign-up sheet is on the table in the narthex. Today is the last day.
THIS ADVENT — Plan to use an Advent wreath in your home with four candles. This will
visually assist you in marking the four weeks of Advent waiting that precedes the
celebration of Christ’s incarnation. A devotional book, “Peace on Earth,” is available.

— During the Christian Education Hour Pastor Jank will continue
leading a Bible Study on Sexual Temptation in a High Tech Society. A second videoenhanced Bible Class, “Present Over Perfect,” for parents with children in the nursery is
being led by Melissa Lorang in the nursery room, the northwest corner room upstairs. Grab
a cup of coffee and join in.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE — Join us today at 4:00 p.m. for our annual
Sunday School Christmas Service “Joy to the World.” Please help spread the JOY to our
neighborhood this Christmas season by bringing a canned food item to fill our little pantry.
Special thanks to Thrivent for the grant to help support the Little Food Pantry Food Drive.
SS CHRISTMAS SERVICE DRESS REHEARSAL — The final rehearsal for our Sunday School
Christmas Service is today at 10:30 A.M.
2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2019 on
the back table. Please do not use them until January 1.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve (Monday evening) 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day
(Tuesday) 10:00 A.M.
POINSETTIAS — If you would like to help decorate the church with a poinsettia, the cost is
$10.00. A sign-up sheet is on the table in the narthex. Today is the last day.
THIS ADVENT — Plan to use an Advent wreath in your home with four candles. This will
visually assist you in marking the four weeks of Advent waiting that precedes the
celebration of Christ’s incarnation. A devotional book, “Peace on Earth,” is available.

Praying for Our Parish in 2018
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.

Praying for Our Parish in 2018
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.

ADULT BIBLE CLASS

December 26
Cameron Padron

16

ADULT BIBLE CLASS

December 29
Kara Kowalski

December 26
Cameron Padron
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December 29
Kara Kowalski

