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Pacific Hills Lutheran Church 
(1110 South 90th Street)        
welcomes you on Sunday,     
October 28, at 7:00 P.M. for a 
Reformation Festival Hymn 
Fest. Dr. Charles Ore will play 
the organ as well as conduct a 
special reformation choir. If you 
are interested in singing in the 
choir, contact the church office. 
There will be a reception       
afterwards. 

When you think “LUTHERAN,” do 
you think JOY? When you tell your neighbors and 

friends that you are a Lutheran, do they say that Lutherans are joy-
ful people? When you go to worship on Sunday morning, do you 
go in joy, listen in joy, sing in joy and leave with joy?  
 

“Rejoice always” (1 Thess. 5:16). That is the whole verse — easy 
to memorize. Rejoice. Always. Because God loves you. Because 
Jesus died and rose for you. Because the Spirit has called you by 
the Gospel into this saving faith. Because God is faithful to His 
promises, and He will surely do it (1 Thess. 5:24).  
 

“Joy:fully Lutheran” is the theme for The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod through the 2019 Synodical Convention. Joyfully 
Lutheran, we live in response to God’s love for us in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. We live joyfully, because God’s love is 
freely given to sinners through faith for Christ’s sake. We live joy-
fully, because we do not work to earn God’s love and forgiveness 
but receive it by faith alone in what Christ has done for us.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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Do you have to change for God to regard you 
kindly, or does God’s kind regard for you 
have the power to change you? That is the 
big question. 
 

If you are worried about all the laws and 
things which you have to do or not do, let me 
tell you this story. 
 

A wonderful Christian lady had a husband 
who made lists. The vast majority of those 
incredibly detailed lists were for his wife. He 
told her what to do, as well as how and when 
to do those tasks. Their life together wasn’t 
bad, but it wasn’t great either. 
 

Well, her husband died and she eventually 
entered into an incredibly loving and support-
ive marriage. One day, after she and her sec-
ond husband had been married for a while, 
she came across one of her first husband’s 
old lists. Looking down at the things he had 
ordered her to do, she realized that she was 
still doing all those things for her new hus-
band. But now, because she loved her hus-
band and he loved her, she did all those 
things with joy. 
 

That’s the attitude which shapes a Christian’s 
life. We try to glorify our Savior, Lord and 
Master, Jesus, by avoiding that which is bad 
and pursuing that which glorifies Him and 
benefits our neighbor. 
 

We love, because God first loved us. We 
serve, because God in Christ first served us. 
Our daily attitude is not that we have to do 
“good” things, but that we get to do things 
that please God and show our thanks for all 
the wonderful things that He has done for us. 

We don’t have 
the power to 
really change 
ourselves. If 
God were wait-
ing for us to 
clean up our act 
and “fly 
straight,” He 
would still be 
waiting. Why is it so hard to stop overeating, 
when we are overweight? Why is it so hard 
to forgive someone, even though we know 
God expects us to forgive as we have been 
forgiven? Why do we so often fail to do the 
good that we know God expects? The Bible 
tells us that our nature is corrupt and that 
whatever improvements we make on our own 
are just nibbles around the edge. 
 

Real change in us begins when we realize 
God loves us despite our unlovableness. Real 
change comes when we realize how needy 
we are and how generous God is. Real 
change comes when we believe that our sins 
deserve present and eternal punishment, and 
yet Jesus has lived, died and risen again for 
us so that we are God’s beloved despite what 
we deserve. 
 

Do you have to change for God to regard you 
kindly, or does God’s kind regard for you in 
Christ have the power to change you? The 
answer is the message you hear every Sunday 
in Word and Holy Meal at Mount Olive. It is 
the great joy of our life as God’s people. 
There is nothing that you can do to make 
God love you more. What a relief! This is a 
message others around you need to hear from 
you as well. 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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In Ministry 
With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 

 

...Myrene Abels, Rose-

mary Block, Mary 

Hogue, Nancy Jacob-
son, Rod & Karen 

Lorang, Helen Norris, 

Frank Sabatka, Chel-

sea Standley, Emily 

Standley, Michael 

Wegner and Max 

Williams. 

 

...Aaron, Lynne Ridner 
and all the Headid 
family as they mourn 
the death of our sister 
in Christ, Jackie 
Headid. 

 

...Teresa Kuti’s sixteen 
years of service as our 
church office secre-
tary.  

 

...our fall Adult Infor-
mation Class. 

 

...the “lost” people whose 
burden we carry. 

 

(Continued on page 10) 

Canvas And Coffee 
 

Please join us Saturday, October 6th, at 9:30 a.m. in Luther 
Hall for Canvas and Coffee. We will provide the materials 
you need to take home a small canvas painting. Our Artist -in-

Residence, Marilyn Beig, will once again guide us in making 
our creation. This is a great opportunity to invite friends and 
family for a morning of fun and fellowship. Please sign up in 
advance by emailing mjbehr@cox.net. Questions? Call Mar-

sha Behr at 402-250-1269. No experience or talent required!! 

Join us in our church parking lot for Trunk or Treat. This is a 
safe and fun family environment where Trunk or Treaters col-
lect candy and other goodies from vehicles that are decorated 
in cool themes. Trunk or treaters dress in their favorite cos-
tume! 
 

Here’s how it works: 
• Decorate your car 
• Fill the trunk with treats 
• Arrive by 3:30pm 

• Prizes awarded for best decorated car! 
 

Other ways to help?  
• Donate candy, pencils, stickers or other goodies.  
• Be there to welcome and greet our visitors. Help  

supervise the children.  
• Hand out flyers inviting friends, family and      

neighbors.  

Sunday, October 28, 4pm 
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The Mount Olive Book Club will meet Tuesday, October 9, at 7:00 p.m. 
This month the book club is reading The Meaning of Names by Karen 
Shoemaker. This book was chosen as a 2014 Omaha Reads selection 
and a 2016 One Book, One Nebraska selection.  
 

“Stuart, Nebraska is a long way from the battlefields of Western Eu-
rope, but it is not immune to the horrors of the first Great War for 
Peace. Like all communities, it has lost sons and daughters to the 
fighting, with many more giving themselves over to the hatred only 
war can engender.” 

 

Set in 1918 in the farm country at the heart of America, The Meaning 
of Names is the story of an ordinary woman trying to raise a family 
during extraordinary times. Estranged from her parents because she 
married against their will, confronted with violence and prejudice 
against her people, and caught up in the midst of the worst plague the 
world has ever seen, Gerda Vogel, an American of German descent, 
must find the strength to keep her family safe from the effects of a war 
that threatens to consume the whole world 

 

This month we will met at the home of Liz Matson. Peggy Posey will 
be providing dessert. We welcome anyone to our group whether that 
be for one book or for every meeting. 

The Women’s Bible Study continues in October meeting on Tuesday, 
October 2 and 18 at 6:00 p.m. in Luther Hall. We will continue our 
study of “Slightly Bad Girls of the Bible, Flawed Women Loved by a 
Flawless God.” Liz Curtis Higgs, the author, describes a slightly bad 
girl as a woman who loves God, worships God, walks in His ways…
but…sometimes…doesn’t trust God to follow through. These women 
have “control issues.” These women like to step in and “handle it.” 
These women might be a bit impatient, as well. Of course, we don’t 
know any women like that! We will look at the lives of five strong-

willed women from Genesis — Sarah, Hagar, Rebekah, Leah, Rachel 
— and discover how abundantly God loves his daughters, flaws and 
all. If you want more information regarding the study, please do not 
hesitate to contact me…Dixie Gerhart, 402-602-3252 (daytime) and 
402-453-6707 (evening).  
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LWML Sunday, October 7LWML Sunday, October 7LWML Sunday, October 7LWML Sunday, October 7    
 

For seventy-five years the LWML is the place where each woman is wel-
comed and encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she supports 
global missions and serves the Lord with gladness. Women collect spare 
change called mites that are used to fund mission projects all over the world. 
New mission projects are funded every two years. Nationally, these mission 
projects totaled over $1.5 million for 2017-2019.  
 

Here at Mount Olive, women are encouraged to participate by attending rallies 
like the one below, collecting mites and participating with other women in Bible 
studies.  
 

If you are interested in learning more, look for the ladies in purple on Sunday, 
October 7. There will be special inserts in the bulletin with more information 
about these Lutheran Women in Mission.  

LWML TriLWML TriLWML TriLWML Tri----Zone RallyZone RallyZone RallyZone Rally    
 

On Sunday, October 21, First Lutheran Church (1025 Avenue D, Plattsmouth, 
NE), will be hosting the LWML Tri-Zone Rally. Registration begins at 1:00 p.m. 
Rev. Lloyd Stuhr will lead an opening Bible study and songs at 1:30 p.m. Rev. 
Brent Smith from Mission Central will be the featured speaker at 2:00 p.m. Lisa 
Stirtz, LWML Nebraska North District President, will address the rally followed 
by Zone Breakout Sessions at 3:00 p.m. Offerings for Mission Central will be col-
lected. If you are interested in attending, please speak with Marcia Steckelberg or 
Jody Wells-Padron. 

Usher/Greeter AppreciationUsher/Greeter AppreciationUsher/Greeter AppreciationUsher/Greeter Appreciation    
 

Usher/Greeter Appreciation Lunch will be Sunday, October 21, 
at 11:30 a.m., following Bible Class. All current and prospective 
Ushers, Greeters, and Follow-up Visitors are urged to attend. 
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Barb Stacy and Bonnie 
White for  helping with 
the September Messenger.  
 

Thank you to Barb Stacy 
for taking the finished 
newsletter to the down-
town post office.  
 

A special thank you to 
Rich Wismont who takes 
care of all of the church’s 
recyclables. 
 

Thank you to Rosalie 
Soodsma for  weekly 
lending a hand in the 
church office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 
Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

The next monthly Very 
Merry Unbirthday lunch-
eon will be Wednesday, 
October 10. We are eating 
at 11-Worth Cafe (24th & 
Leavenworth). Let’s meet 
in the church parking lot at 
11:30 A.M. and car pool. 
Please rsvp to Barb Stacy 
402-453-7049 or Bonnie 
White 402-676-7334. 

Luncheon 

Sharon McDonald’s 

daughter, Lisa Smolinski, 
is engaged to be married 
on Saturday, October 27 to 
Brian Peeler in Madison, 
South Dakota. Congratula-
tions! 

Congrats! 

The Board of Church 
Property would like to 
thank Ron Hurt for patch-
ing the concrete with as-
phalt in areas around the 
church. It was much need-
ed. Thanks, Ron.  

Many Thanks 

If anyone would like the 
elephant ear or cannon ball 
bulbs that are planted 
around the church, please 
talk to Ron Hurt. They can 
be dug up mid-October. 
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Joyful Response is a way to make your Sunday 

morning offerings convenient and consistent through 
preauthorized withdrawal from your checking account at 
no extra cost to you. It is safe and secure. Your giving 
continues even if you are out of town or aren’t able to be 
at a worship service. Pick up a Joyful Response bro-
chure from Max Williams or from the Church Office. 

 

Please join your fellow Mount 
Olive movie buffs on Friday 
night, October 12, at 7:00 p.m. 
(NEW TIME!!) for a FAMILY 

MOVIE NIGHT. It is a dou-
ble feature!! 
 

We will be showing the ani-
mated short “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow” by Walt Dis-
ney and we will be showing 
“Maleficent.” 

 

“Maleficent” also comes to us 
from Walt Disney studios. It is 
a retelling of the story of 
Sleeping Beauty from a differ-

ent perspective. This 
2014 PG rated  
movie runs 96 
minutes. 
 

Please check 
out this inex-

pensive family outing that is 
just a little bit spooky. Popcorn 
and movie candy will be pro-
vided. Circle the date!  

Dixie Gerhart 

(402-602-3252) 

 

 

 

 

NE District Youth Gathering Omaha is coming up 
November 17-18 at Embassy Suites Omaha-LaVista 
Hotel and Conference Center. The theme is ShOw. 
SO, you are redeemed and sanctified for a life that 
will SHOW whose you are and will witness to others 
by HOW we show love in our lives! JUNIOR HIGH 
youth interested should see Kristi Townsend. (Jill 
Clausen has agreed to be our  female adult leader . 
We are still looking for an adult male leader to attend 
with the group.)  

Living H2O Campus Ministry is inviting the young 
adults of our congregation to join them for a day of 
service and fellowship on Saturday, October 13, from 
8:00 to 8:00 p.m. They will be volunteering at several 
locations in Omaha and then gathering at Spaghetti 
Works for supper. The group will meet at The Gather-
ing Place (1124 South 90th Street) and carpool to var-
ious sights. 
 

This event is FREE for all participants and even in-
cludes a t-shirt. Please RSVP to  
don@living-h2o.org or call (402) 578-4177. 

Many thanks to my Mount Olive family for all of 
your support and kind words. I’m not sure where I 
would be without all of you.  

Sincerely, Lynne Ridner 
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 Mount Olive is help-
ing to support two mis-
sionaries and their families 
who live abroad. We re-
member them periodically 
in our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue to 
support them financially 
with your regular gifts. 
Information about their 
work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday wor-
ship. May it serve as an 
encouragement for your 
continued interest and sup-
port. For the year 2018 our 
missionaries abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

12 Wiltshire Rd 

Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 

Hong Kong 

julie.lutz@lcmsintl.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 
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Little Free Pantry of 

Mount Olive 
 

We have an ongoing collection for our 
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabi-
net with non-perishable food items, 
paper goods, and other items sits out-
side of Mount Olive. It is accessible 
24 hours per day to anyone. The    
pantry has made a huge impact to the 
hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please 
consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart 
for donation.  
 

You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in 

the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  
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Joyfully, we receive God’s Word and Sacra-
ments as His means through which He gives to 
His children His love and mercy in Christ. We 
live joyfully, because though we cannot be-
lieve by our own reason or strength, the Holy 
Spirit has called us by the Gospel, enlightens 
us with His gifts, sanctifies and keeps us in the 
one true faith in Christ Jesus. We live joyfully, 
because the Father invites us to pray to Him as 
children talk to their dear father. We live joy-
fully, because Jesus has done it all for us.  
 

Our joy is not generic joy. We are not just 
happy people. We are joyfully Lutheran. We 
live our lives trusting in the mercy and love 
of God. Our Savior suffered for us, and we 
know that our lives also will be filled with 
trials and suffering, yet we live in joy.  
 

Joy does not mean that we ignore the reali-
ties of our lives. Faith in Christ does not re-
move us from the trials and temptations that 
befall people in this life. Faith in Christ does 

not mean that we cannot suffer or sin. Faith 
in Christ points us to the hope we have in the 
midst of the difficulties of this life. And 
Christ is our joy.  
 

The cross is the most prominent symbol of 
Christianity. We proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. With our Lord, we know 
that suffering and pain is inherent in our 
lives as we dwell in this sinful world. With 
our Lord, we do not expect sinners to em-
brace the Kingdom, but trust that it is 
through suffering and death that the King-
dom comes among us. With the Lord, we 
bear our own crosses and rejoice in the will 
of the loving Father, even when it seems hid-
den from our view.  
 

The Christ on the cross is the Christ who con-
quered death and the grave. We rejoice, be-
cause our sins have been removed from us. We 
rejoice that death no longer has the final word 
over our lives. We rejoice that our Savior is 
coming again. We rejoice in the promises of 

life with Him forever. We rejoice 
that He is with us in His Word, 
Sacraments and Church. 
 

I, a poor miserable sinner, am 
Joyfully Lutheran. Because of 
Jesus. God’s love in Christ is 
the reason for joy. Grace, faith, 
forgiveness, suffering, learning, 
repenting, washing, eating, 
drinking, fellowship, mercy, life 
together — all joys in Christ.  
 

Rejoice always. Pray continual-
ly. Give thanks in all circum-
stances. In Christ Jesus. Amen.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Members of the Mount Olive Book Club with author Jonis 

Agee at September 2018 meeting. 
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Beverly Smith: 5559 Nor thwest Dr ., Omaha NE 68104-2857 

Jackie Headid: death 

Direc tory  Changes  

These Sunday School students had    
perfect attendance in September.  
 

Congratulations!!  

Adela Jank, Klara Jank, Eleanor Misiolek —  
Preschool 

 

Ben Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek — Kindergarten 

 

Samuel Lorang—1st/2nd/3rd 

 

Noah Lorang, Kamree Townsend—4th/5th/6th 

 

Albert Hogue, Aryanna Hogue, Kailyn         

Townsend—Junior High 

 

...our need to develop 
relationships with 
those who don’t know 
Christ. 

 

....thanksgiving for the 
91st anniversary of 
Mount Olive on Octo-
ber 19. 

 

...gratitude for the sav-
ing news of Jesus 
Christ which we have 
to share. 

(Continued from page 3) • St. Paul Lutheran Church (5020 Grand Ave.) is hosting a 
Chili Cook-Off Harvest Party and Bake Sale on Saturday, 
October 13, from 4:30—7:00 P.M. Cash prizes will be 
awarded to the winning chef. Preregister your winning 
chili recipe by emailing revhawk@cox.net. There is a $15 
entry fee. Admission to the event includes a bowl of chili, 
salad and drink. Adults are $7, ages four to twelve and 
seniors are $5 and children three years and younger are 
free.  

• Bethany Lutheran Church (5151 NW Radial Hwy.)     
invites you to a Souper Supper on Sunday, November 4th, 
from 2:30—4:30 p.m. There will be many homemade 
soups for you to sample and try along with your favorite 
extras on the side. Come, eat and vote for your favorite 
recipe, then stay for an evening with Recovery Revival 
Fellowship. 
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