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Women’s Bible Study
Our Women’s Bible Study resumes Tuesday
September 4, from 6:00 to 7:30 P.M. continuing
on the first and third Tuesdays until November.
Would love to have you join us. Questions or
concerns? Contact Dixie Gerhart at 402-4536707 (evening) or 402-602-3252 (daytime).
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Youth Confirmation Class
Wednesdays beginning September 5, 6:00 P.M.
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L U T H E R A N
O L I V E

Beginning on Sunday morning, September 9, our
Adult Bible Class will begin a sequence of Bible
studies on topics that expose our idolatries, the
causes of conflict in our relationships, and our
great need to confess and receive God’s declaration of forgiveness. We will begin with “Fear,
Cravings, and Misplaced Trust.” You are invited
to grow in greater faith and obedience as we hear
God’s Word afflict us where we are comfortable
and comfort us where we are afflicted.

7301 N 28 Ave Omaha, NE 68112

New Adult Bible Class Topic

M O U N T

Our semi-annual membership class begins September 9, from 3:30 - 5:30 P.M. for fifteen
weeks. This class is not only for those who are
new to Mount Olive but also for those members
who are looking for a refresher course. Perhaps
you stopped worshipping for a while and are
looking to get back on track. This class is for
you. We also welcome those who are inquiring
about the Christian faith for the first time.

Adult Information Class
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The super angry Jesus of the 1500s has now
become the Super Nice Guy of the 21st century. When I read that somewhere, it got me to
thinking.
In the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation (last year—2017), we talked
and thought a lot about the role Martin Luther played in leading many Christians to
understand the grace of God demonstrated
most clearly in the servant life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ that saved us sinners from an eternal peril. People of the Middle Ages largely operated under the assumption that God was angry with them. They
could only turn away his wrath by doing the
works the church of that day prescribed. Life
on this earth was a drudgery, with only an
occasional moment of pleasure or revelry.
God was frowning all the time. We could
never please Him.
Luther brought into clearer view that was a
distorted picture. God hates sin, but He loves
sinners who turn to Him for help. Help is
God’s “middle name.” He has provided a
rescue from our deathward plight in Jesus’
resurrection victory. Jesus’ resurrection
means that we who are connected to Him by
faith inherit the same victory over sin and
death and the power of the Evil One.
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How different is the world 500 years later.
Nowadays there is little fear of God. Last
Sunday we heard again the words: “The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and
the knowledge of the Holy One is insight” (Proverbs 9:10). For many, even in the
church, God is a friendly companion, who
agrees with their opinions, wants them to be
happy above all, and makes few, if any, demands. Jesus is the epitome of the guy who is
easy with whom to get along. “Be kind to
others” is the strongest suggestion Jesus ever
seems to make. “Don’t judge” (Matthew 7:1)
is the Bible verse most quoted. In fact, those
words of Jesus are often used as weapon to
ward off any criticism or disdain from others,
no matter how appropriate.
God is a just God. He is a righteous God.
That is why our sins could not be overlooked.
That is why our sins could not be wiped
away with a mere hand gesture. Our sins are
rebellious acts that punch God in the nose.
Our sins elevate us to the center of the universe. Our sins deserve punishment. That is
why our Savior needed to suffer and die for
our sins and for the sins of the whole world.
That was a bloody mess that Jesus went
through for us. We need to be reminded of
that every day. We gather every Sunday to
hear His story again and receive the benefits
of His saving work in words and in bread and
wine. God uses these common things to convey His forgiveness, life and salvation. How
desperately we need to receive them. How
different our life would be without them and
without the Jesus who earned them.
—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr.
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Join the Choir
The concept of a choir is often traced to the Greek “chorus”
which played a role in dramas in Ancient Greece. These plays
were called tragedies, and the chorus was a group of singers
who commented on the dramatic proceedings.
Through the nearly 2,000 years of the Christian era, choirs
have played a significant role in the church’s worship life.
Many different cultures and historical eras have produced a
wide variety of vocal music reflecting both the musical styles
of their day and the timelessness of the Christian message.
Choir music has been written with organ or piano accompaniment, brass, Latin percussion, harp and bagpipe. Much of it is
also A Capella (that’s Italian for “without accompaniment.”)
Consider lending your voice in helping to lead our worship
this year. Our choir is a wonderful, loyal group of people who
would warmly welcome you. Many of them would tell you
they don’t consider themselves to be opera singers but find
that they love singing with the group. Rehearsals are weekly
and begin Wednesday, September 5, at 7:45 p.m.

Canvas And Coffee
Please join us Saturday, October 6th, at 9:30 a.m. in Luther
Hall for Canvas and Coffee. We will provide the materials
you need to take home a small canvas painting. Our Artist -inResidence, Marilyn Beig, will once again guide us in making
our creation. This is a great opportunity to invite friends and
family for a morning of fun and fellowship. Please sign up in
advance by emailing mjbehr@cox.net or the church office at
mountolv@msn.com. Questions? Call Marsha Behr at 402250-1269. No experience or talent required!!
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In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Amber Brown, Jackie
Headid, Mary Hogue,
Nancy Jacobson, Rod
& Karen Lorang, Helen Norris, Frank Sabatka, Harry
Sorensen, Chelsea
Standley, Emily
Standley, Marcia
Steckelberg, Michael
Wegner and Max
Williams.
...Alexia Moffett, who
was blessed with a baby
girl, Keh’lani Moffett,
on August 21.
...Jessica Moffett, who
was blessed with a
newborn son, Exton
Mitchell, on August
22.
...Marcia Steckelberg
and family as they
mourn the loss of her
mother, Mardelle
Buckendahl.
(Continued on page 10)
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The GAMES TEAM who ran the Fishing
Pond, Duck Pond, Bean Bag Toss, Ball Toss,
Ring Toss and Squirt Gun Shooting Gallery
did an AWESOME job at our National Night
Out event. Albert Hogue, Dustin Hogue,
Mary Hogue, Ben Lorang, Melissa
Lorang, Noah Lorang, Sam Lorang,
Kamree Townsend, Grant Wegner, Emma Wheeler and a couple of kids fr om the
neighborhood did an outstanding job running
the games. You would have been so proud of
them. Doug Pollock created a cute little
house for the kids to crawl in from a giant
box Mike Townsend, Sr. supplied. Sarah
Callahan got mobbed at the pr ize table,
where dozens of little hands gripping wet,
sticky tickets went shopping for prizes. Josh
Callahan, Ray Hogan, Dustin Hogue, Tim
Lorang, Roger Perrigo, Doug Pollock,
Mike Townsend, Jr. and Mike Townsend,

Tuesday, August 7, Mount Olive hosted our
annual National Night Out Event. 130 people
came together for food, fellowship, and fun
in the church parking lot. The Board of
Evangelism would like to THANK all who
helped plan and volunteer to make the event
an awesome time for all: Josh Callahan, Sarah Callahan, Becky Day, Dixie Gerhart,
Ray Hogan, Ron Hurt, Teresa Kuti, Ben
Lorang, Melissa Lorang, Noah Lorang,
Sam Lorang, Cameron Padron, Victor
Padron, Roger Perrigo, Doug Pollock, Judy Rath, Connie Townsend, Mike Townsend, Sr., Jody Wells-Padron, Linda Williams, Rich Wismont and Jerry Zulfer.

Sr. did a lot of the heavy lifting dur ing setup and tear down. I really appreciated their
hard work and good-natured camaraderie.
Judy Rath and Linda Williams tr ied to
look after me all night, which is not an easy
thing to do. I am very grateful.
Thank you again to everyone!
—Dixie Gerhart

Thank you to everyone who promoted the
event, those who came and supported the
event, those who reached out to our neighbors, took pictures, brought food and stayed
around to help clean up. THANK YOU to
Target Stores, the Omaha Fire and Police
departments for coming and engaging with
us and our neighbors. Finally, thank you to
those who brought food donations for the
Little Free Pantry!
May God continue to bless our efforts for
His Glory!
—Tim Lorang
Check out the pictures on page 9.
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The Mount Olive Book Club is kicking off its season Tuesday,
September 11, at 7:00 p.m. They will be joined by Nebraska
author, Jonis Agee. Her book, The Bones of Paradise, was chosen as the Omaha Public Library’s 2017 Omaha Reads selection. The book is a family saga, a period epic and a mystery.
The book takes place in the Nebraska Sand Hills several years
after 1890’s massacre at Wounded Knee, when the 7th Cavalry
killed more 200 Lakota men, women and children.
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Book club will met at the home of Jill Clausen. Liz Matson
will be providing dessert. We welcome anyone to our group
whether that be for one book or every meeting.
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The Women’s Bible Study resumes in September. Slightly
Bad Girls of the Bible: Flawed Women Loved by a Flawless
God by Liz Curtis-Higgs shares the stories of women from the
Bible who were far from evil, but hardly perfect. These women can look a lot like us. The first meeting will be Tuesday,
September 4, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Additional meetings
will be held September 18, October 2 and 16, and November
6 and 27. If you have any questions or concerns contact Dixie
Gerhart at 402-453-6707 (evening) or 402-602-3252
(daytime).

Friday Night Flix 2018-2019 Schedule
Join us for Friday Night Flix on the second Friday of the
month - September through November and January through
March at 7:00 p.m. Movie titles to be announced.
2018
September 14
October 12
November 9

2019
January 11
February 8
March 8

Mount Olive is hosting a
Blood Drive on Saturday,
September 15, from 7:30
A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
The need for blood is constant and your contribution
is important for a healthy
and reliable blood supply.
You will feel good knowing you've helped change
a life. Every day patients
in local communities are
helped by blood donors
who give at blood drives
coordinated by generous
volunteers like our own
Bonnie White.
To schedule your appointment, call Bonnie at 402496-7682 or email
bjhjwhite@gmail.com.
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Thank You
Great News!
Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with
the August Messenger.
Thank you to Barb Stacy
and Bonnie White for taking the finished newsletter
to the downtown post office.

Emily Standley has been
moved to a work release
program here in Omaha.
Her new address is; Emily
Standley, Inmate #99497,
Community Corrections
Center, 2320 Avenue J,
Omaha, NE, 68110.

MO

MO

All sixth to
twelfth graders
are invited to the
Youth Group
Lake Day, Sunday,
September 9th! We will
leave from Mount Olive
after Sunday School and
return at 5:00 p.m. Hot
dogs, chips, drinks and
dessert will be provided.
Bring a swimsuit, towel
and any outdoor/water
games. Transportation will
be provided. We will
spend the day at Connie
and Mike Townsend's
camp spot in Linder
Lakes, Plattsmouth. Parents are welcome to join
us for $4 each. Please
RSVP to Kristi Townsend
at 402.457.9611 or respond to the Facebook
event!
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Third Grade Bible

A special thank you to
Rich Wismont who takes
care of all of the church’s
recyclables.

Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain

Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly
lending a hand in the
church office.
- Teresa Kuti

If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
townsend.kristi@gmail.com

During the worship service
on Sunday, September 9,
third graders in the congregation will receive their
first Bible. If you have a
third grader and have not
been contacted, please call
the church office.
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Little Free Pantry of
Mount Olive

Luncheon
The next monthly V ery
Merry Unbirthday luncheon will be Wednesday,
September 12. We are eating at Old Chicago, 425 N.
78 St. (78th & Cass). Let’s
meet in the church parking
lot at 11:30 A.M. and car
pool. Please rsvp to Barb
Stacy 402-453-7049 or
Bonnie White 402-6767334.

Many Thanks
Thank you to everyone
who helped out, donated,
attended and offered support at the spaghetti dinner
to benefit Jim Waldmann.
Special thanks to Dixie
Gerhart for all of her
help and the great decorations. Over $1400 was
raised and almost 100 people were served. Many
thanks.
—Dustin and Mary
Hogue

We have an ongoing collection for our
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabinet with non-perishable food items,
paper goods, and other items sits outside of Mount Olive. It is accessible
24 hours per day to anyone. The
pantry has made a huge impact to the
hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please
consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart
for donation.
You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in
the old nursery room right behind the doorway.























applesauce
baby food
baked beans
bean soup
beef stew
bran cereals
bread
bread and muffin mixes
canned and dried beans
canned chili
canned chicken
canned tomato products
canned tuna or salmon
canned fruit/vegetables
cold & hot cereal/oatmeal
dried fruit
dry noodles and pasta
evaporated milk
flour
fruit juice
graham crackers























granola bars
honey
infant cereal and formula
instant breakfast drinks
jelly and jam
macaroni and cheese
mayonnaise
noodle mixes
pancake mix
peanut butter
popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice

MOUNT

Page 7

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Little Free Pantry of
Mount Olive

Luncheon
The next monthly V ery
Merry Unbirthday luncheon will be Wednesday,
September 12. We are eating at Old Chicago, 425 N.
78 St. (78th & Cass). Let’s
meet in the church parking
lot at 11:30 A.M. and car
pool. Please rsvp to Barb
Stacy 402-453-7049 or
Bonnie White 402-6767334.

Many Thanks
Thank you to everyone
who helped out, donated,
attended and offered support at the spaghetti dinner
to benefit Jim Waldmann.
Special thanks to Dixie
Gerhart for all of her
help and the great decorations. Over $1400 was
raised and almost 100 people were served. Many
thanks.
—Dustin and Mary
Hogue

We have an ongoing collection for our
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabinet with non-perishable food items,
paper goods, and other items sits outside of Mount Olive. It is accessible
24 hours per day to anyone. The
pantry has made a huge impact to the
hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please
consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart
for donation.
You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in
the old nursery room right behind the doorway.























applesauce
baby food
baked beans
bean soup
beef stew
bran cereals
bread
bread and muffin mixes
canned and dried beans
canned chili
canned chicken
canned tomato products
canned tuna or salmon
canned fruit/vegetables
cold & hot cereal/oatmeal
dried fruit
dry noodles and pasta
evaporated milk
flour
fruit juice
graham crackers























granola bars
honey
infant cereal and formula
instant breakfast drinks
jelly and jam
macaroni and cheese
mayonnaise
noodle mixes
pancake mix
peanut butter
popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice

MOUNT

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Page 8

MOUNT

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Action Steps for True Champions

Action Steps for True Champions

1. Make Christ and His teachings the foundation for your
life. Your goal is to live a Chr ist-centered balanced life.
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2. Act like a Winner. I can’t str ess enough the importance of handling yourself at all times with class and
integrity, especially in the tough times that truly test everyone and usually bring out our worst instincts.
3. Always be positive. Positive people can take on the
world.
4. Be committed to hard work. Har d wor k is not always
fun, but it’s the price you must pay to be more successful.
The harder you work, the tougher it is to surrender.
5. Be nice. Tr eat other s the way you would like to be
treated.
6. Avoid having to be right all the time. Your goal is to connect with people, not defeat them.
7. Be committed to doing things the right way. Remember that perfect practice makes perfect.
8. Smile! In ever y cultur e it is the light in your window
that tells people there’s a caring, sharing individual inside.
9. Learn to stay relaxed and friendly no matter who much
tension you’re under.
10. Write down your goals and review them often. When
you fail to plan, you are planning to fail by default.
11. Focus all your attention and ener gy on the achievement of your goals.
12. Don’t put things off. Get in the habit every day of doing
the more unpleasant things first. If you tell someone
you’re going to do something, then do it.
13. Eliminate the word quit from your vocabulary. If you
want to be successful over the long haul, you must be
willing to stay the course. People, who won’t quit, don’t.

Mount Olive is helping to support two missionaries and their families
who live abroad. We remember them periodically
in our public prayer. We
ask that you continue to
support them financially
with your regular gifts.
Information about their
work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship. May it serve as an
encouragement for your
continued interest and support. For the year 2018 our
missionaries abroad are:

2. Act like a Winner. I can’t str ess enough the importance of handling yourself at all times with class and
integrity, especially in the tough times that truly test everyone and usually bring out our worst instincts.

Julie Lutz
12 Wiltshire Rd
Kowloon Tong, Kowloon
Hong Kong
julie.lutz@lcmsintl.org

9. Learn to stay relaxed and friendly no matter who much
tension you’re under.

Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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Benjamin Lorang, Eleanor Misiolek —
Nursery

Benjamin Lorang, Eleanor Misiolek —
Nursery

Evelyn Misiolek — PreK & Kindergarten

Evelyn Misiolek — PreK & Kindergarten

Samuel Lorang—1st/2nd/3rd
Albert Hogue, Noah Lorang—4th/5th/6th

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in August.

Samuel Lorang—1st/2nd/3rd
Albert Hogue, Noah Lorang—4th/5th/6th

Congratulations!!

Directory Changes

Molly Gunter: 1938 S 61 Ave, Omaha NE 68106

Molly Gunter: 1938 S 61 Ave, Omaha NE 68106

Wesley Padron: 8125 Bar bar a St, Omaha NE 68124

Wesley Padron: 8125 Bar bar a St, Omaha NE 68124

•

On Saturday, September 22, at 11:00 A.M. Bethany
Lutheran Church (5151 NW Radial HWY) is hosting
a Fall Fiesta and Style Show. All are welcome for
fashions, light entertainment, guest speaker Pastor
Sean Chapman from Divine Shepherd. Call
402-558-6212 or email
bethanylutheranoffice@gmail.com to RSVP by
Monday, September 17.
St. Paul Lutheran Church (5020 Grand Ave.) is hosting a Chili Cook-Off Harvest Party and Bake Sale on
Saturday, October 13, from 4:30—7:00 P.M. Cash
prizes will be awarded to the winning chef. Preregister your winning chili recipe by emailing
revhawk@cox.net. There is a $15 entry fee. Admission to the event includes a bowl of chili, salad and
drink. Adults are $7, ages four to twelve and seniors
are $5 and children three years and younger are free.

(Continued from page 3)

...our fall Adult Information
Class which begins Sunday, September 9.

•

...our Mt. Olive youth who
are at college this fall.
...our need for courage to
listen and then talk with
our unchurched workmates, friends, neighbors
and relatives about following Jesus with us at Mount
Olive.
...our upcoming choir season
and all who lend their voices to enhance our worship.

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in August.
Congratulations!!

Directory Changes

•
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