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Ok, class, let’s take it from the top. “If anoth-
er member of the church sins against you, 
stew about it a while and when you’ve 
calmed down, gather as many like-minded 
people as possible to talk about the person 
who has riled you. Speak endlessly about that 
person but never directly to him. Is this the 
word of the Lord?” Of course not, we all 
know that and yet that is often what we do. 
 

The words of Matthew 18:15-20 tell us how 
to handle a situation where we have been 
wounded. How different is Jesus’ counsel 
there than what goes in our world today, and 
sometimes even in our church. 
 

First, Jesus says that the one who has been 
wronged should make the first move. Fre-
quently, while nursing a grudge, we wait on 
the person who’s caused the hurt to step for-
ward, apologize and ask for forgiveness. Je-
sus shifts the responsibility of initiating rec-
onciliation onto the one who’s been sinned 
against. 
 

Second, go to the person who has caused the 
hurt and talk to him about it. This is very dif-
ficult, but necessary. There is a tendency to 
speak the truth in anger or speak lovingly and 
avoid any truth. We need to be truthful and 
loving. It is possible that the perpetrator is 
oblivious to the damage he or she has caused. 
But no healing can happen unless the matter 
is out in the open. 
 

Third, meet the other person in private. It is 
between the two of you. Our sinner side 
seeks to collect people who agree with us and 
make us feel justified in our anger. Jesus de-
sires face-to-face reconciliation “when the 

two of you are 

alone.” When we 
meet with the      
person, we need to 
remember Jesus died 
for him too. That 
will temper our 
words and soften our 
attitude. 
 

How we interact with people who have 
wounded us is a real test of our faith. We 
have some options. One way is to avoid such 
people altogether. We can pull this off and 
assure ourselves falsely that we are doing the 
right thing, the smart thing, and even the 
Christian thing. We are not. 
 

Another way is to actually do as Jesus asks. 
This is crazy by the world’s standards, but it 
is God’s way. We are risking a lot, but recon-
ciliation doesn’t happen by doing nothing. 
 

The Christian faith is all about being recon-
ciled with God. Jesus did the work of recon-
ciling us with our Creator God through his 
saving death and resurrection. We then, who 
are reconciled, in turn seek to be reconciled 
with others. Confessing our sins to God and 
to one another, asking forgiveness, and then 
receiving those precious words (“God for-
gives you and I forgive you too.”) are the 
heart of the Christian life. “Be kind to one 

another, tenderhearted, forgiving one an-

other, as God in Christ forgave you” (Eph. 

4:32). 

 

How are we doing? (Thanks to a South Caro-
lina pastor for these ideas.) 
 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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VBS Supplies 
Needed 

 

� Napkins (500) count 

� Drinking Cups (300) 

cups 

� Plastic spoons (120) 

spoons 

� Prepared, individual 
vanilla pudding (10) 

packages of 6 

� Vanilla wafers (2) 

boxes 

� Fish-shaped gummy 

candy (3) bags 

� Skittles (2) large bags 

� Clear plastic treat bags 

(60)  5x11-inch size 

� Wooden, spring-

loaded clothes pins 

(60) 

� Heart stickers, 1 inch 

(60)  

� Toy sand pails w/
shovels, medium-size 

(6) sets 

� Mailing labels 2x4 in. 

(60) 

� Plastic cups, 5 oz. (60) 

� Tropical blend fruit 

juice (100 ozs.) 

� Individually packaged   
vanilla ice cream cups 

(60) 

(Continued on page 10) 

VBS Mission 
Project 
 

Our 2018 VBS Mission 
Project recipient is Heifer International. Their mission is to 
end hunger and poverty by providing livestock and training to 
small-scale farmers around the world. Heifer International 
can provide a heifer for $500 or a flock of ducks for $20. 
They provide cows, chickens, goats, sheep, even honeybees. 
These animals provide food for the families as well as in-
come. If you would like to donate, please place your offering 
in the offering plate on Sunday.  

Join us Monday, July 16, 
through Friday, July 20, 

from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for 
Vacation Bible School. 
Our theme this year is 

“Shipwrecked: Rescued 

By Jesus.”  
 

To register, please call the 
church office at               

402-455-8700 or fill out the 
registration form in the church 

bulletin and put it in the offering 
plate or the church office mailbox.  

 

There is no cost to participate, so 
invite your friends, family, neigh-
bors, classmates, teammates, and 
playmates. Children ages 4 years 

to 6th grade are welcome.  
 

- Jody Wells-Padron 

VBS Director 
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 Mount Olive is help-
ing to support two mis-
sionaries and their families 
who live abroad. We re-
member them periodically 
in our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue to 
support them financially 
with your regular gifts. 
Information about their 
work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday wor-
ship. May it serve as an 
encouragement for your 
continued interest and sup-
port. For the year 2018 our 
missionaries abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

12 Wiltshire Rd 

Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 

Hong Kong 

julie.lutz@lcmsintl.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 
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The next monthly Very Merry       

Unbirthday luncheon will be  
Wednesday, July 11. We are eating at 
Petrows, 5914 Center St. This Omaha 
favorite has something for everyone. 
Let’s meet in the church parking lot 
at 11:30 A.M. and car pool. Please 
rsvp to Barb Stacy 402-453-7049 or 
Bonnie White 402-676-7334. 

Life Line Screening, a provider of preventive health screen-
ings, will be here at Mount Olive on Friday, July 13, 2018.  
 

Fifteen different health screenings will be offered that scan 
for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries 
(leading cause of stroke); abdominal aortic aneurysms (can 
lead to a ruptured aorta); hardening of the arteries in the legs 
(strong predictor of heart disease); atrial fibrillation or irregu-
lar heart beat (closely tied to stroke risk); bone density scan to 
assess osteoporosis risk; diabetes and blood cholesterol. All 
tests are priced individually or can be purchased as a package. 
Our members receive $10 off any package over $139. The 
Wellness Package includes all five of the tests from $149 
($139 with discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes 
to complete. There are three ways to register for this event 
and receive a $10 discount for any package priced over $129.  
 

To register: 
� Call toll free: 888-653-6434 

� Online at www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle 

� Text the word “circle” to 797979 to register. 
 

In addition to the $10 off package price for Mount Olive 
members, we have some additional coupons for free services. 
If you are interested, call the church office at 402-455-8700.  

 
 Mount Olive is help-
ing to support two mis-
sionaries and their families 
who live abroad. We re-
member them periodically 
in our public prayer. We 
ask that you continue to 
support them financially 
with your regular gifts. 
Information about their 
work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday wor-
ship. May it serve as an 
encouragement for your 
continued interest and sup-
port. For the year 2018 our 
missionaries abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

12 Wiltshire Rd 

Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 

Hong Kong 

julie.lutz@lcmsintl.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 4 

The next monthly Very Merry       

Unbirthday luncheon will be  
Wednesday, July 11. We are eating at 
Petrows, 5914 Center St. This Omaha 
favorite has something for everyone. 
Let’s meet in the church parking lot 
at 11:30 A.M. and car pool. Please 
rsvp to Barb Stacy 402-453-7049 or 
Bonnie White 402-676-7334. 

Life Line Screening, a provider of preventive health screen-
ings, will be here at Mount Olive on Friday, July 13, 2018.  
 

Fifteen different health screenings will be offered that scan 
for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries 
(leading cause of stroke); abdominal aortic aneurysms (can 
lead to a ruptured aorta); hardening of the arteries in the legs 
(strong predictor of heart disease); atrial fibrillation or irregu-
lar heart beat (closely tied to stroke risk); bone density scan to 
assess osteoporosis risk; diabetes and blood cholesterol. All 
tests are priced individually or can be purchased as a package. 
Our members receive $10 off any package over $139. The 
Wellness Package includes all five of the tests from $149 
($139 with discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes 
to complete. There are three ways to register for this event 
and receive a $10 discount for any package priced over $129.  
 

To register: 
� Call toll free: 888-653-6434 

� Online at www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle 

� Text the word “circle” to 797979 to register. 
 

In addition to the $10 off package price for Mount Olive 
members, we have some additional coupons for free services. 
If you are interested, call the church office at 402-455-8700.  



 

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 5 
M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 5 

On Sunday, June 17, Mount Olive welcomed new 
member,  Jamie Jank. Jamie is the wife of Nathan 

Jank, and mother  of Adela, Klara, and Lillia. She 
completed the Spring Adult Information Class and 
says that it helped her understand things more deeply. 
Jamie grew up in the Kansas City area, graduated 
from UNL with a major in elementary education. 
After graduation, she taught third and then sixth 
grade for ten years in Liberty, Missouri. During that 
time teaching, she earned a master’s degree in curric-
ulum and instruction. Presently Jamie is an adminis-
trative assistant at Westside High School. She enjoys 
spending time with family, reading and trying new 
restaurants. Welcome, Jamie.  

WelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcome    

Tuesday, July 3, from 5:30—

10:30 p.m. the Kosch family 
invites all to celebrate with 
Mount Olive and friends and 
family. There will be bounce 
houses, a bonfire, a trampoline, 
horseshoes, chicken rides, 
swing sets, music, food and fire-
works. Hotdogs, brats, buns, 
chips, salads, plates, utensils, 
condiments, ice water and lem-
onade will be provided. You are 
welcome to bring a bag of 
chips, dip, or a dessert to share. 
Fireworks start at 10:00 p.m. 
The address is 12652 County 
Road 36, Blair, NE. Call 402-

253-7324 with questions.  
 

This annual event is a Mount 
Olive favorite. Don’t miss it.  
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Barb Stacy and Bonnie 

White for  helping with 
the June Messenger.  
 

Thank you to Barb Stacy 

and Bonnie White for tak-
ing the finished newsletter 
to the downtown post of-
fice.  
 

A special thank you to 
Rich Wismont who takes 
care of all of the church’s 
recyclables. 
 

Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for  weekly 
lending a hand in the 
church office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

Summer Travel 

If traveling this summer, 
consider what city you will 
be in on Sunday morning 
for public worship. Access 
the LCMS website 
(www.lcms.org) to get all 
the information you need 
on service times, maps, 
etc. Worshipping with      
another congregation can 
be invigorating. 

Emily Standley has been 
moved to a work release 
program here in Omaha. 
Her new address is; Emily 

Standley, Inmate #99497, 
Community Corrections 
Center, 2320 Avenue J, 
Omaha, NE, 68110.  

Great News! 

Tuesday 

August 7, 2018 

6pm 

 

Save The Date! 
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Little Free Pantry of 

Mount Olive 

 

We have an ongoing collection for our 
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabi-
net with non-perishable food items, 
paper goods, and other items sits out-
side of Mount Olive. It is accessible 
24 hours per day to anyone. The    
pantry has made a huge impact to the 
hungry in our neighborhood. It is emptied most days. Please 
consider putting a couple of extra items in your grocery cart 
for donation.  
 

You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in 

the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  

Check out Pacific Hills 
Lutheran Church (90th & 
Pacific) free summer jazz 
concerts called Courtyard 

Jazz. This annual event 
books top jazz groups to 
play the second Sunday in 
July and August. The dates 
are Sunday, July 8, and 
August 12, at 7:00 P.M.  
 

Courtyard Jazz is open to 
all (unless inclement 
weather occurs, moving all 
inside). It is a time for 
great music (for free!) per-
formed by musicians of 
the area in a casual setting 
on your own lawn chairs 
or blankets.  
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Can You Find 16 of Them? 

How well do you know the books of the Bible? In the        
following paragraph there are 16 books of the Bible. Some of 
them are found in whole words, others in adjoining words. 
 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible – it 

was a lulu – kept people looking so hard for facts, but for  

others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially 

since the names of the books were not capitalized, but the 

truth finally struck home to numbers of readers. To others it 

was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few      

moments for you. Yes, there will be a real easy one to spot, 

others may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it 

usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be 

loud lamentations when it is found. One woman says she 

brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well 

you can compete. Relax now, for there really are 16 books of 

the Bible in the story. 

 

P.S. One pastor found 15 books in 28 minutes but it took three 
weeks to find the 16th one.  

In Ministry 
With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 

 

...Marge Eastman, 

Mary Hogue, Rod & 

Karen Lorang, Helen 

Norris, Frank Sa-

batka, Chelsea Stand-

ley, Emily Standley, 

Michael Wegner and 

Max Williams. 

 

...Jamie Jank, who was 
confirmed on June 17, 
2018. 

 

...our Vacation Bible 
School July 16-20.  

 

...the recruitment of Sun-
day School teachers 
for this fall’s staff. 

 

...our need to grow into a 
more zealous, commit-
ted and sharing con-
gregation. 
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Marcia Steckelberg recently attended the 
Nebraska North LWML Convention in Nor-
folk, Nebraska on June 22—23. The theme was 
“His Light On Our Path.” The women opened 
their hearts to others in need and collected 
items for Bright Horizons in O’Neill and Ains-
worth, Nebraska. Bright Horizons is a safe shelter for women with or without children who 
need to leave their homes due to abuse. The convention also opened up doors to hear missionar-
ies speak and to talk about various missions. Marcia says, “The convention was a great place to 
meet old and new friends.” 

 

Throughout the year, these ladies collect “mites” or spare change that fund mission grants all 
over the world. Over the last two years, their district grants totaled $87,000.  
 

The approved District Mission Grants for the 2018-2020 Biennium are: 
 

1. Chaplain Scholarships for Medical Mission Trips $6000 

(Financial Assistance for LCMS Pastors who would like to serve on LCMS Mercy    
Medical Teams bringing urgently needed medical and spiritual care to underserved coun-

tries around the world.) 

2. Financial Assistance for Food and Clothing Co-op, Concordia Theological Semi-
nary, Fort Wayne, Indiana  $10,000 

 (The Food Co-op currently supply 80-90% of all seminary families’ food and household 

needs each month at no cost to the students and their families.) 

3.  Mission Central– Missionary Support $10,000 

(Grant to help LCMS missionaries with travel expenses, insurance costs, housing, educa-

tion and training costs and salary.) 

4. Post-Seminary Applied Learning and Support (PALS) Curriculum Resources    

(The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) $1,500 

(Program to support recent seminary graduates and their wives during their first three 

years of ministry.) 

5. Seminary Education for New Pastors in South Sudan  $7,500 

 (Tuition assistance for South Sudan seminary students serving in Sudan due to the growth 

of the Lutheran Church in that area.) 

6.  Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool Tuition Assistance $10,000 

 (Tuition assistance for preschool students in Winnebago, Nebraska where 80% of the 
children live in poverty.) 
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Life is like tennis: 

serve well, and 

you seldom lose.  

 

Dire c t o r y  Change s  

These Sunday School students had    
perfect attendance in June.  
 

Congratulations!!  

Adela Jank, Eleanor Misiolek — PreSchool 

 

Evelyn Misiolek — PreK & Kindergarten 

 

Aryanna Hogue—Jr. High 

� Citrus flavored spar-
kling water (like 

LaCroix) (50 ozs.) 

� Fun, colorful drink-

ing straws (60) 

� Plastic cups, 9 oz. 

(60) 

� Graham crackers (3) 

boxes, store brand 

� Gumdrops (3) bags 

� Fruit by the foot (10) 

boxes 

� Pretzel sticks (3) 

bags 

� Paper plates, dessert 

size (60) 

� 14 dozen cookies 
(homemade pre-
ferred) for the Clos-

ing Program) 

 

Can you help? Please fill 
out the sheet in the bulle-
tin and give it to the 
church office or Cindy 
Webb. These items can be 
placed in the kitchen any 
time. If perishable, 
please put in the left re-
frigerator. Mark all VBS 

donations. Monetary 
donations can be put in 
the collection plate 

marked VBS 2018.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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