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The mustard seed becomes a shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient 

images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the 

power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we 

expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around 

which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true 

vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all 

that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our 

understanding.  

 

P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E  Please fill out the attendance register sheet.  

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 

 

 

WWWW E L COMEE L COMEE L COMEE L COME     TOTOTOTO         
MMMMOUNTOUNTOUNTOUNT     OOOO L I V EL I V EL I V EL I V E     LLLLU TH E RANU TH E RANU TH E RANU TH E RAN     CCCCHURCHURCHURCHURCHHHH    

 

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 
 

7301 N 28th Ave office: 402.455.8700  

Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

Welcome to worship, and a special greeting to those who follow in God’s footsteps by 

sharing fatherly love. Happy Father’s Day! 

 

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

Fourth Sunday After 

Pentecost June 17, 2018 
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  (Psalm 31:1, 14-15a, 16)  

 In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 

in Your righteousness deliver me! 

 But I trust in You, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” 

My times are in Your hand. 

 Make Your face shine on Your servant; 

save me in Your steadfast love! 
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24)  

 O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us in Your 

beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our failure 

to follow Him, and our reluctance to bear the cross. 

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship and of the 

Means of Grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, our evasion of responsibility 

in Your service, and our imperfect stewardship of Your gifts. 

Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 

Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others through us, that we 

have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in condemnation, grudging in 

forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, and unwilling to help our neighbors as 

we ought. 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. Create in us 

clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. 

Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your 

whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. 

Amen. 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Green 250 

st. 3—cantor 
 

Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

Gracious God, I come before thee; Come thou also unto me; 

Where we find thee and adore thee, There a heav’n on earth must be. 

To my heart, oh, enter thou, Let it be thy temple now! 
 

Here thy praise is gladly chanted, Here thy seed is duly sown; 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me.  
 

Thou my faith increase and quicken, Let me keep thy gift divine; 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken, May thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife.  

 

Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, Let thy will be done indeed; 

May I undisturbed draw near thee While thou dost thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes.  
 

A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (above) 

Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (above) 

Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
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Lord, have mercy. (above) 

Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit  
 

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N  

Ezekiel 17:22-24 

The sign of the cedar, planted on the mountain of Israel. 

 

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a 

cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its 

young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the 

mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs 

and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; 

in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. All the 

trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree, I 

make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I 

the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. (NRSV) 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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P S A L M  H Y M N  

The Man Is Ever Blessed—Psalm 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (11-17) 

We live by faith, not by sight.  
 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. for in this tent 

we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling— if indeed, when 

we have taken it off we will not be found naked. For while we are still in this 

tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be 

further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who 

has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a 

guarantee. So we are always confident; even though we know that while we 

are at home in the body we are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not 

by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make 

it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 

body, whether good or evil. [Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to 

persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we 
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are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to 

you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be 

able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For 

if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 

you. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 

died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live 

might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for 

them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 

even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him 

no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!] (NRSV) 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

Stand 

 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Welcome with meekness the im- | planted word* that has the power to | save 

your souls. (James 1:21) 

 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Mark 4:26-34 

Two parables about seeds.  

 

The Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
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[Jesus] also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on 

the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout 

and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, 

then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at 

once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” He also said, 

“With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 

for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 

the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the 

air can make nests in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke the word to 

them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, 

but he explained everything in private to his disciples. (NRSV) 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
 

Sit 

S E R M O N  

You Gotta Be Joking Mark 4:26-34 

 

Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth Green 396 

st. 3—cantor 

 

O God, O Lord of heav’n and earth, Your living finger never wrote 

That life should be an aimless mote, A deathward drift from futile birth. 

Your Word meant life triumphant hurled  

In splendor through your broken world Since light awoke and life began, 

You made for us a holy plan.  

 

In blind revolt we would not see That rebel wills wrought death and night. 

We seized and used in fear and spite Your wondrous gift of liberty. 

We walled us in this house of doom, 

Where death had royal scope and room, Until your servant, Prince of Peace, 

Broke down its walls for our release.  
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You came into our hall of death, O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air, 

To drink for us the deep despair That strangled our reluctant breath. 

How beautiful the feet that trod 

The road to bring good news from God! How beautiful the feet that bring 

Good tidings of our saving king! 

 

O Spirit, who did once restore The Church, that it might yet recall 

The bringer of good news to all: Breathe on your cloven Church once more, 

That in these gray and latter days 

There may be those whose life is praise, Each life a high doxology 

Unto the holy Trinity. 
Sit 

A F F I R M A T I O N  O F  B A P T I S M  F O R  J A M I E  A D E L A  J A N K  

 Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

People of God, do you promise to support this sister and pray for her in her life 

in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  

We give you thanks, . . . both now and forever. 

Amen.  

Let us rejoice with this sister in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and 

praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.  
Stand 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

. . . through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
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S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 
 

M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing Piano 

setting by Greg Bottomley 

 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of his grace! 

 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Merciful God, 

you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You 

have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts 

to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

P R E F A C E   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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setting by Greg Bottomley 

 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of his grace! 

 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Merciful God, 

you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You 

have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts 

to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

P R E F A C E   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy God, mighty Lord, . . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, gracious Father, . . . the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, . . . with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers . . . almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 We pray as children of God: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
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I N V I T A T I O N  

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  

Amen. 
Sit 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 
 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight 

st. 1—cantor 
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O Blessed Spring 
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For the Fruits of His Creation Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos (760) 
 

For the fruits of His creation, Thanks be to God. 

For His gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God.  

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, Thanks be to God.  
 

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done. 

In our worldwide task of caring For the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.  
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God.  

 

Stand 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N  

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast  Green 234 

 

Almighty God, your Word is cast Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend And righteous fruits abound.  
 

Let not the sly satanic foe This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart To bring forth fruits of love.  
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Let not the world’s deceitful cares The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundred-fold The fruits of peace and joy.  

 

So when the precious seed is sown, Your quick’ning grace bestow, 

That all whose souls the truth receive Its saving pow’r may know.  

 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

P O S T L U D E 

Introduction, Gospel Acclamation text and Offering Prayer are from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used by permission. Opening Sentences and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2018 copyright © 
2018 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty, The Man Is Ever Blessed and Almighty God, 

Your Word Is Cast are in the public domain. Kyrie, Gospel Acclamation, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14075-

LIT. O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth copyright © 1967 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. We Walk By Faith tune copyright © 1984 GIA 

Publications, Inc; text is in the public domain. O Blessed Spring text copyright © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien; admin. Augsburg Fortress; tune is 

in the public domain. For the Fruits of His Creation text copyright © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Prior four hymns used by permission of 
OneLicense.net #A708099. Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - Pr. 6 (Year B): Job 38:1-11; Psalm 124; 

 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------- Kailyn Townsend 

ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------------ Galen Behr 

CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Mark Flemmer 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ---------------------------------------------- Nathan and Jamie Jank 

LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams 

 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

������������ THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ������������ 

TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING 

  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 

  HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

Worship Attendance .......................................... 99 

Communion ...................................................... 76 

Sunday School  ................................................. 12 

Staff..................................................................... 4 

Bible Class ........................................................ 28 

Offering ......................................................... 3336 

Needed Weekly ............................................. 5030 

Specials ............................................................. 60 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 1 
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SUNDAY  WORSHIP ------------------------------------------ 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  VBS STAFF TRAINING ----------------------- 11:30 A.M. 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS — During the Christian Education Hour Pastor Jank will lead us in a 
study of Isaiah 40. Today we focus on verse eleven. Grab a cup of coffee and join in. 

HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY – Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray. 

(Proverbs 22:6) 

WELCOME — This morning Jamie Jank, the wife of Nathan Jank, and mother of Adela, Klara, 

and Lillia is joining our congregation through the rite of Adult Confirmation. She completed 

the Spring Adult Information Class and says that it helped her understand things more 

deeply. Jamie grew up in the Kansas City area, graduated from UNL with a major in 

elementary education. After graduation, she taught third and then sixth grade for ten years in 

Liberty, Missouri. During that time teaching, she earned a master’s degree in curriculum 

and instruction. Presently Jamie is an administrative assistant at Westside High School. She 

enjoys spending time with family, reading and trying new restaurants. Welcome, Jamie.  

VBS STAFF TRAINING — Staff training will be held next Sunday, June 24th, at 11:30 A.M. 

VBS will be the week of July 16 and Shipwrecked is the theme. Several positions will need 

to be filled, so please prayerfully consider when asked to help. Remember to invite your 

family, friends, neighbors, playmates, and classmates to join us in this annual neighborhood 

outreach.  —Jody Wells-Padron 

YOU ARE INVITED — The Moffett family invites you to celebrate the graduation of Alexis 

Moffett next Sunday, June 24th, from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. in Luther Hall.  

OMAHA ADDRESS — Emily Standley has been moved to a work release program here in 

Omaha. Her new address is; Emily Standley, Inmate #99497, Community Corrections 

Center, 2320 Avenue J, Omaha, NE, 68110.  

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION — Tuesday, July 3, from 5:30—10:30 p.m. the Kosch 

family invites all to celebrate with Mount Olive and friends and family. There will be 

bounce houses, a bonfire, a trampoline, horseshoes, chicken rides, swing sets, music, food 

and fireworks. Hotdogs, brats, buns, chips, salads, plates, utensils, condiments, ice water 

and lemonade will be provided. You are welcome to bring a bag of chips, dip, or a dessert to 

share. Fireworks start at 10:00 p.m. The address is 12652 County Road 36, Blair, NE. Call 

402-253-7324 with questions.  

Praying for Our Parish in 2018 

Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

June 17 

Kamree Townsend 

June 18 

Ben Wismont 

June 18 

Debbie Wismont 

June 20 

Easton Kosch 

 

June 17, 2018 (B) FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PR. 6) 
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