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If you were to conduct a survey on our congregation’s favorite passages from 
Scripture, both today’s Second Lesson and Holy Gospel would likely end up 
among the most loved, and rightly so. Both of these sets of verses get to the 
heart of what the faith is all about. They get to the heart of what it is that makes 
Christianity different from all other world religions—things like grace, love, 
and sacrifice. These big two passages are “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9) and “For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). These are verses that we should read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest! 
 

P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E    

 Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

 

 

WWWW E L COMEE L COMEE L COMEE L COME     TOTOTOTO         
MMMMOUNTOUNTOUNTOUNT     OOOO L I V EL I V EL I V EL I V E     LLLLU TH E RANU TH E RANU TH E RANU TH E RAN     CCCCHURCHURCHURCHURCHHHH    

 

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 

 

7301 N 28th Ave office: 402.455.8700  
Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

We praise and thank you, God, for richly blessing us.  

Open our hearts to you, and to one another.  

 

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 
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R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N V O C A T I O N  

 

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  

 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

You prayed and kept the fast; 

 Inspire repentance for our sin, 

And free us from our past. Amen. 
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins. Amen. 

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 
of all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

Lift High the Cross Green 377 

 

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  

    Till all the world adore his sacred name.  

 

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 

 

Right:  All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain 
 

Left: O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain 

 

 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

 

A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

K Y R I E  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 
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F I R S T  L E S S O N   

Numbers 21:4-9 

The lifting up of the serpent in the wilderness. 
 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 
of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke 
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 
miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to 
the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; 
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent 
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 
 

P S A L M  1 0 7 : 1 - 9  (antiphon v. 19)  

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Then they cried to the Lord in their | trouble,* and he delivered them from | 
their distress. 

Cantor: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good,* for his steadfast love endures   
for- | ever! 

Let the redeemed of the Lord | say so,* whom he has redeemed from | trouble 

Cantor: and gathered in | from the lands,* from the east and from the west, from the 
north and | from the south. 

 Some wandered in | desert wastes,* finding no way to a city to | dwell in; 

 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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Cantor: hungry and | thirsty,* their soul fainted with- | in them. 

 Then they cried to the Lord in their | trouble,* and he delivered them 

from | their distress. 

Cantor: He led them by a | straight way* till they reached a city to | dwell in. 

 Let them thank the Lord for his | steadfast love,* for his wondrous works 

to the chil- | dren of men! 

Cantor: For he satisfies the | longing soul,* and the hungry soul he fills | with good 
things. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;  

As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor:Then they cried to the Lord in their | trouble,* and he delivered them from | 
their distress. 
 

S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Ephesians 2:1-10 

We are saved by grace through faith for good works. 
 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once 
lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh 
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But 
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 
— by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one 
may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

Stand 
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L E N T E N  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: God so loved the world that he gave his | only Son,* so that everyone who 
believes in him should not perish, but have e- | ternal life. (John 3:16) 

 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

John 3:14-21 

The Son of Man is lifted up on the cross to save people. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

[Jesus said] “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because 
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the 
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But 
those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
their deeds have been done in God.” (NRSV) 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 

Sit 
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S E R M O N  

A Serpent On A Stick John 3, Numbers 21 

 

Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Salvation Unto Us Has Come Green 297 

 

Salvation unto us has come By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; 

He is our mediator. 

 

Theirs was a false, misleading dream Who thought God’s law was given 

That sinners might themselves redeem And by their works gain heaven. 

The Law is but a mirror bright To bring the inbred sin to light 

That lurks within our nature. 

 

Cantor: And yet the Law fulfilled must be, Or we were lost forever; 
Therefore God sent his Son that he Might us from death deliver. 
He all the Law for us fulfilled, And thus his Father’s anger stilled 

Which over us impended. 

 

Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone And rests in him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; Works serve our neighbor and supply 

The proof that faith is living. 

 

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by his grace; All glory to his merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, You have revealed your saving love; 

Your blessed name we hallow. 
 

N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 
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true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

. . . one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 

 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

God So Loved the Word Choir 
setting by Kevin Hildebrand 

 

God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
That whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 
 

God did not send His Son to the world to condemn the world, 
But that the world might be saved through Him. 
 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Merciful God, 

receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of our 

lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the 

resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  
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E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Blessed are you, . . . as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 

 

 

O God of resurrection . . . with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us . . . with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones . . . now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven . . .  

 

I N V I T A T I O N  

Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the 
desert. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There in God’s Garden Blue 668 

 

Cantor: There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom, 
Whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations;  
Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion, Tree of all beauty. 

 

Its name is Jesus, name that says, “Our Savior!” 

There on its branches see the scars of suff’ring; 

See where the tendrils of our human selfhood Feed on its life blood. 
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Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage; 

Our greed has starved it, our despite has choked it. 

Yet, look! It lives! Its grief has not destroyed it Nor fire consumed it.  

 

Cantor: See how its branches reach to us in welcome; 
Hear what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye weary! 
Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow, I will give blessing.” 

 

This is my ending, this my resurrection; 

Into your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit. 

This have I searched for; now I can posses it. This ground is holy. 

 

All heav’n is singing, “Thanks to Christ whose Passion 

Offers in mercy healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations, take it, take it freely!” Amen! My Master! 

 

Amazing Grace Green 448 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see. 

 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed! 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 

What Wondrous Love Green 385 

 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this 

That caused the Lord of bliss To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, 

For my soul, To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
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When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, When I was sinking down 

Beneath God’s righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, 

For my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;  

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; To God and to the Lamb, 

Who is the great I Am, While millions join the theme, I will sing, 

I will sing, While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; And when from death I’m free, 

I’ll sing his love for me, And through eternity I’ll sing on, 

I’ll sing on; And through eternity I’ll sing on.  
Stand 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N 

My Faith Looks Up To Thee Green 479 

 

My faith looks up to thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary,  

Savior divine! Now hear me while I pray, Take all my guilt away, 

Oh, let me from this day Be wholly thine! 
 

May thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart, 

My zeal inspire; As thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire! 
 

While life’s dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread, 

Be thou my guide; Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray From thee aside. 
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When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream 

Shall o’er me roll; Blest Savior, then, in love Fear and distrust remove; 

Oh, bear me safe above, A ransomed soul! 

 

D I S M I S S A L  

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

P O S T L U D E 

Introduction, Opening Sentences and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2018 copyright © 2017 
Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Lift High the Cross, Kyrie, Amazing Grace, What Wondrous Love and My Faith Looks 
Up To Thee are in the public domain. Psalm 107 and Psalm Tone G from Lutheran Service Book copyright © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing House License #000010765. Lenten Acclamation tune copyright © 
1975 GIA Publications. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Lenten Acclamation text, Offering Prayer, Invitation and Dismissal 
are from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress Publishing. Used by permission. Salvation Unto Us Has Come 
copyright © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. There in God’s Garden copyright © 2000 Hinshaw Music. Both hymns used by 
OneLicense.net #A708099. Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 
Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14075. Scripture readings are from the New 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – Fifth Sunday in Lent (Year B): Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 119:9-16;  

 Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:(32-34) 35-45 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Austin Wegner 
ASSISTING MINISTER ----------------------------------------------- Mikale Townsend, Jr. 
CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Dan Schreiber 
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS -------------------------------------- Ray Hogan, Roger A. Wilson 

LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Mark Sorensen 

 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praying for Our Parish in 2018 

Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

March 14 

Deborah Prine 
 March 17 

Jason Stacy 

  

Worship Attendance ........................................103 

Communion .......................................................76 

Sunday School  ..................................................18 

Staff .................................................................... 6 

Bible Class........................................................ 32 

Offering ........................................................ 6478 

Needed Weekly ............................................ 5030 

Specials ............................................................ 65 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 0                           Lenten Midweek #2—55 
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March 11, 2018 (B) FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

��� THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 
TUESDAY - MOUNT OLIVE BOOK CLUB ------------------- 7:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY - VERY MERRY UNBIRTHDAY LUNCH ------ 11:30 A.M. 
  CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 
  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 
THURSDAY - MIDWEEK LENTEN MEAL --------------------- 5:30 P.M. 
  MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE ------------------ 7:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY - CANVAS AND COFFEE -------------------------- 9:30 A.M. 
  FIRST COMMUNION CLASS -------------------- 4:00 P.M. 
SUNDAY - WORSHIP ------------------------------------------ 9:00 A.M. 
  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M. 
  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 

  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall, 
Pastor Jank will finish leading us in the Every One His Witness workshop. Grab some coffee 
and join us.  

MARCH MADNESS — Please join us for a fun, all-ages contest to see who can pick the winning 
bracket in college basketball. Send your name and e-mail to paulandjill@cox.net by noon 
today. Questions? Contact Paul 402-650-0897 or Jill 402-650-5962.  

EASTER LILIES — Would you like to donate a lily to decorate the altar for Easter? Sign-up on 
the back table by March 18. The cost is $10.  

LENTEN DINNER — Join us for dinner this Thursday, March 15. Dinner is served from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. with a suggested donation of $5 per adult and $20 per family. Volunteers are  
needed to set-up, serve, and clean-up. Please sign-up in the back of church.   

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE — Thank you for coming to midweek Lenten services. Don’t 
stop now! Especially because of this Thursday’s topic, “Calling Us Home . . . Blessed and 
Blessing,” based on 1 Peter 3:8-17. What would happen if your life is a blessing to all people, 
difficult people included? 

CANVAS AND COFFEE — This Saturday, March 17th, at 9:30 a.m. we will hold a fun, free 
painting event. Sign up in the back of church. Questions? Marsha Behr (402-453-6733). 

VERY MERRY UNBIRTHDAY CLUB — The monthly Very Merry Unbirthday luncheon will 
eat at Brazen Head this Wednesday, March 14. Let’s carpool from the church parking lot at  
11:30 a.m. RSVP to Barb Stacy (402-453-7049) or Bonnie White (402-676-7334). 

ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT — Save the date for the annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
March 31, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. to be held at Mount Olive. There will be a bounce house, 
egg hunt, skit and gifts. This is an excellent opportunity to invite families to get to know our 
church family! Please talk to Tim Lorang about volunteering.  

CHURCH SPRING CLEANING — Saturday, April 7, 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
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