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Midweek Lenten Worship 

Calling Us Home . . . 
 

“Here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to 
come” (Hebrews 13:14). In Lent this year we invite you to the   
eternal truths that guide our pilgrimage toward eternity. The short 
First Epistle of Peter, only 105 verses, is rich with guidance and 
encouragement for living in a post-church and increasingly secular 
society. Five times Peter tells the scattered congregation of Asia 
Minor that they are called by God. As His “peculiar” people, God 
continues to call us “strangers and sojourners” home to Himself. 
 

Our Midweek Lenten Services begin with a meal served at 5:30 
p.m. and a service following at 7:00 p.m. Prepare for Easter by 
slowing down this Lenten season.  

� Yearning for Home, Wednesday, February 14 

� Calling Us Home . . . Holy, Wholly Holy, Thursday, February 22 

� Calling Us Home . . . Peculiar, Thursday, March 1 

� Calling Us Home . . . Suffering, Thursday, March 8 

� Calling Us Home . . . Blessed and Blessing, Thursday, March 15 

� Calling Us Home . . . Graced Toward Glory, Thursday, March 22 

LENT 
Begins 
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If you grew up in farm country, you are fa-
miliar with silos. They usually are located 
next to barns and are designed to hold one 
thing. Many farmers chop up the corn 
they’ve grown, stalks and all, into small piec-
es and put it in a silo. It’s called silage and is 
fed to the cows during the winter. Farmers 
may store hay in the loft of a barn. Straw 
may be stored elsewhere. Grain is kept in a 
different building altogether. Each crop is 
kept separate from the others.  
 

In a way, we often live lives that look like 
silos. There are different areas of life in 
which we engage almost daily—family life, 
work, church, shopping and stuff we have, 
our civic role, rest and recreation. Jesus is 
relegated to the church silo, and we carry on 
in other areas of life leaving Jesus out alto-
gether. This is not good.  
 

For example, we can go to work and Jesus 
recedes into the background. We pull out our 
credit card at a store and forget about how 
Jesus wants us to save or be generous to 
those in need. We can get so caught up in our 
fun activities that worshiping Jesus is left at 
home while we are on vacation or how we 
act at a ballgame. Family time or whenever 
we’re at home becomes so filled with er-
rands, cleaning, television, and “me time” 
that time for devotions gets squeezed out.  
 

The apostle Paul calls for us to live with Je-
sus and for Jesus in every area of our lives. 
So instead of living in silos, we need to live 
as if life were a wheel. The hub of the wheel 
is Jesus. The cross is empty. Our resurrected 
Lord is present here and now in our lives. He 
has guaranteed the life to come. Everything 

revolves 
around Jesus. 
He is the cen-
ter of life.  
 

The spokes of 
the wheel then 
are the various 
areas of life we 
live each day. 
Work is con-
nected to Je-
sus. We work honestly, with integrity and 
effort, with Jesus right next to us. What’s in 
our wallet is not ours to do with as we please. 
Our decisions with money flow out of our 
relationship with Jesus. The amount of chari-
table contributions we give away show 
whether Jesus is at the center of our money 
life. We need to rest and relax in life. A vaca-
tion can recharge our batteries. But where 
will we go? How much will we spend? What 
role will alcohol play? Where will we wor-
ship? The decisions we make to enjoy our-
selves need to still involve Jesus.  
 

As followers of Jesus, we need to live life as 
a wheel. Jesus is the hub and every spoke of 
the wheel (every area of our life) is lived 
with Jesus and for Jesus. Jesus has suffered 
and died on our behalf. He is now arisen 
from the dead. He has secured an eternal 
home for us with Himself.  
 

“The present form of this world is passing 

away” (1 Cor. 7:31). The urgency to live 
with Jesus and for Jesus is critical. Not in 
silos, but as a wheel.  

 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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Every One His Witness begins Sunday, 
February 4, at 10:20 a.m. during the Adult 
Bible Class Hour. This Lutheran evangelism 
program teaches you to witness to your 
friends, coworkers, and any other non-
churched people you know. Using the    
LASSIE approach to witnessing (Listen, 
Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, and Encourage), 
you will learn how to naturally share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ through  
relational, contextual witnessing. 

 

What does this mean? It means listening to 
those who are unsure about Christianity.       

It means asking 
questions that aren’t   
accusatory. It means 
sharing the Good 
News about Jesus. 
There’s no bashing, 
no judgment, and no 
forced imposition of 
beliefs. Instead, 
there’s understand-
ing, communication, 
and honesty between friends. Every One His 

Witness will teach you how.  

 

Lenten Devotional 
 

A special Lenten devotional 
book, Psalms For Lent, is 
available one copy/family.  
 

Walk through the Psalms 
with an eye toward the cross 
of Christ. You will be 
helped to focus on repent-
ance, reconciliation and re-
newal. Each day will pro-
vide specially selected vers-
es from a psalm with 
prompts at the end of each 
reflection to read the entire 
psalm. Let the words of this 
ancient songbook enrich you 
because they speak directly 
to your journey with your 
crucified, but risen Lord 
Jesus.  

Starting on Ash Wednesday, February 14, Lenten Dinners 
will be served to help busy families attend midweek worship. 
Please come for a tasty Lenten meal and fellowship from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. This is a great chance to get to know your 
fellow Mount Olivers, reconnect with old friends, and invite 
guests. 
 

Each week several volunteers are needed for serving and 
clean-up. If you can help, please consider lending a hand. The 
suggested cost of meals are $5.00 per person, $3.00 for chil-
dren 2 - 14, and $15.00 per family. 
 

Please consider sharing your time and talents by helping out 
with a Lenten meal. 

Fellowship and Stewardship 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 11, at 11:30 a.m. 
for Mount Olive’s quarterly Voters’ Assembly meeting. 
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In Ministry 

With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 

 

...Becky Hurt, Dixie Ger-

hart, Mary Hogue, Rod 

& Karen Lorang, 

Charly Peterson, Emily 

Standley, Judith 

Weidner, Pearl Wiley, 

Linda Williams and 

Dalton Willmore. 
 

...those in our community 
without Christ and His 
church. 

 

...prospective participants 
for our Spring Adult 
Information Class which 
begins Sunday, Feb. 11. 

Little Free Pantry of 

Mount Olive 

 

We have an ongoing collection for our 
“Little Free Pantry.” This small cabi-
net with non-perishable food items, 
paper goods, and other items sits out-
side of Mount Olive. It is accessible 
24 hours per day to anyone. There 
aren’t any applications to fill out or set 
hours of operation. The pantry is stocked by donations from 
all of us but can also be stocked by a concerned neighbor. 
Please, no glass jars or expired food. Below are needed items. 
You can place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in 

the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  

Facebook 

Mount Olive has a Face-
book page. Search under 
mountoliveomaha. Get 
reminders for upcoming 
events and connect with 
other members. Questions? 
See administrators Teresa 

Kuti, Rachel Misiolek or  

Kristi Townsend. 
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Please join us on Tuesday, February 
13th, for Mount Olive's Book Club. 
It will be held at 7:00 p.m. at the 
home of Peggy Posey. Lois Barr is 
providing dessert. We will be dis-
cussing The Boys in the Boat by 
Daniel James Brown.  
 

This is the story of the University of 
Washington boys and their struggles 
to get to the 1936 Olympics in Ber-
lin. 
 

Any questions, ask Jill Clausen at 
402-650-5692 or Bonnie White at 
402-496-7682.  

Please join your fellow Mount Olive movie 
buffs on Friday night, February 9, at 7:00 
p.m. (NEW TIME!!) We will be showing the 
movie It Happened One Night. 
 

This 1934 romantic comedy stars Clark Ga-
ble and Claudette Colbert. Colbert plays a 
spoiled runaway socialite and Gable plays a 
man-of-the-people reporter determined to 
get the scoop on her scandalous disappear-
ance. This Frank Capra-directed classic was 
the first film to accomplish the very rare feat 

of sweeping all five major 
Oscar categories - best ac-
tor, best actress, best pic-
ture, best director and best 
screenplay. This black and 
white classic runs 105 
minutes. 
 

Popcorn and movie candy 
will be provided. Circle the 
date! 

—Dixie Gerhart (402-602-3252) 

Please join us Saturday, March 17th, at 9:30 a.m. in Luther 
Hall for Canvas and Coffee. We will provide the materials 
you need to take home a small canvas painting of a spring 
flower to start or add to your seasonal flower painting col-
lection. Mount Olive amateur artists  have previously creat-
ed a fall mum and a winter poinsettia painting. Our Artist-in-

Residence, Marilyn Beig, will once again guide us in mak-
ing our creation. If you already like to paint in acrylics, you 
are welcome to bring your own brushes. Please sign up in 
advance by emailing mjbehr@cox.net or the church office at 
mountolv@msn.com. Call Marsha Behr at 402-250-1269 if you have any questions. Looking 
forward to a morning of fun and fellowship. Guests are welcome and refreshments will be 
served! 
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Barb Stacy and Bonnie 

White for  helping with the 
January Messenger.  
 

Thank you to Barb Stacy 

and Bonnie White for taking 
the finished newsletter to the 
downtown post office.  
 

A special thank you to Rich 

Wismont who takes care 
of all of the church’s recy-
clables. 
 

Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for  weekly lend-
ing a hand in the church 
office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

The monthly Very Merry 
Unbirthday luncheon will be 
Wednesday, February 14. It’s 
Valentine’s Day and then the 
Chinese New Year (16th)! 
We are eating at China Buf-

fet, 737 N. 114 St. Let’s meet 
in the church parking lot at 
11:30 and car pool. 
 

Please rsvp to Barb Stacy 

402-453-7049 or Bonnie 

White 402-676-7334. 

Luncheon 
Gathering of Alms 

As part of your Lenten dis-
cipline, we encourage indi-
viduals and families to fast 
one meal each week during 
Lent. Bring the money you 
would have spent for that 
meal and put it into a spe-
cial envelope that is availa-
ble inside the Sunday bul-
letin during Lent. Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebras-
ka, Lutheran World Relief 
and Concordia University, 
Seward, will receive the 
Lenten alms.  

Mount Olive sends out a 
weekly email newsletter to 
keep you up-to-date on 
events, prayer requests and 
other important information 
happening here. We have a 
strict policy of keeping your 
email address private and we 
will never share it. If you are 
not receiving the newsletter 
and would like to, please call 
the church office and pro-
vide your email address.   

Weekly Newsletter 
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Weekly Newsletter 



 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Please bring back the palm 
branches that you received 
on Palm Sunday 2017. The 
palms will be burned and 
used as the ashes during our 
Ash Wednesday service. The 
dried palms are being col-
lected in a box at the back of 
church. 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 
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Palm Branches Valpo Sunday 

On Sunday, February 4, we 
will be praying for Val-
paraiso University, an in-
dependent Lutheran school 
in northeastern Indiana 
with five different colleges 
besides a graduate division. 
Valparaiso belongs to a 
small and distinctive group 
of schools that consistently 
earns national recognition 
for the quality of its aca-
demic programs. We have 
four Mount Olive members 
who have benefitted from a 
Valpo education. 
 

Research has shown that 
students who attend a Lu-
theran university have 
deeper spiritual lives and 
are more active in congre-
gational life after gradua-
tion. Check out lutheran-
colleges.org for more about 
this. Lutheran Universities 
make a difference! 

Thank you to Judy Rath for 
shoveling at the bottom of 
the stairs at the north en-
trance. We had quite an ice 
jam making a mess. Thanks 
Judy. 

Many Thanks 

 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Please bring back the palm 
branches that you received 
on Palm Sunday 2017. The 
palms will be burned and 
used as the ashes during our 
Ash Wednesday service. The 
dried palms are being col-
lected in a box at the back of 
church. 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 
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Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British 
missionary to China, is reported to have said, 
“God’s work, done in God’s way, will not 
lack God’s supply.” To know God’s way, we 
need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it 
another way: you need to know your Bible.  
 

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on 
giving, wrote that every thought is to be tak-
en captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 

10:5).  
 

Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters be-
cause the Scriptures matter. And the Scrip-
tures matter because this is where we learn 
the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be 
brought into line with the teaching of Scrip-
ture so that our work is what God wants done 
and so that we do this work in His way. 
 

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree 
bears bad fruit. We have been made good 
trees in holy baptism. We are fertilized and 
pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly 
hearing God’s Word preached and taught in 
sermons and Bible Class and in receiving the 
life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the 
Lord’s Supper. Remember your doctrine, 
hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your 
thoughts will be taken captive to the obedi-
ence of Christ.  
 

Bringing every thought captive to the obedi-
ence of Christ is recognizing that God does 
provide. The Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray 
for daily bread. Praying this day in and day 
out reminds us that the Lord is the giver of 
our daily bread, and that we are to give 
thanks for His daily provision of it.  
 

God is rarely early and never late in His 
work, as Abraham learned, “on the mount of 
the Lord it will be provided” (Gen. 22:14). 
The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity 
in return. Thus, we set aside for the work of 
God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the 
daily bread that God has given to us. This act 
of trust in the Lord’s provision is the working 
out of our faith in Him.  
 

When budgetary discussions pop up, our natu-
ral reaction is to point fingers. But remember 
your doctrine, and what your mother taught 
about pointing fingers. Our first natural reac-
tion is not always right. In fact, when our 
thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, 
our first reaction should be repentance.  
 

It should raise questions in our own lives. As 
good trees in Christ who are to bear good 
fruit, we should ask whether our thoughts are 
taken captive by obedience to Christ. Have 
we given generously? Have we given our 
first-fruits? You know. And God knows. 
“For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself 
strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal 

(Continued on page 10) 
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 Mt. Olive is helping to 
support two missionaries 
and their families who live 
abroad. We remember them 
periodically in our public 
prayer. We ask that you 
continue to support them 
financially with your regu-
lar gifts. Information about 
their work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an encour-
agement for your continued 
interest and support. For the 
year 2018 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

12 Wiltshire Rd 

Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 

Hong Kong 

julie.lutz@lcmsintl.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 

Our 15-week Spring Adult In-
formation Class will begin on 
Sunday, February 11, at 3:30 
p.m. This two-hour class is for 
those who are new in their faith, 
for those who are somewhere in 
the middle, and for those who have been life-long Christians. 
No matter where you are in your faith journey, God yearns to 
get closer to you. 
 

To register, please call the church office at 402-455-8700. You 
can also find registration forms inside the Sunday bulletin. Fill 
out the registration and drop it in the offering plate.  

This summer, Vacation Bible School is Monday, July 16, to 
Friday, July 20. Volunteers of all skill levels are needed to 
make our VBS a success. Did you know that every year at 
least half of the kids who participate are from the neighbor-
hood? For some of those children, this will be the only time 
they come into a church. Help them feel welcome by volun-
teering your time. We have several vacant positions so prayer-
fully consider pitching in when asked.  
 

—Jody Wells-Padron, VBS Director  

IF THE WORLD WERE 100 PEOPLE 

 

* 86 are able to read and write *   1 is starving 

*   7 have college education * 31 are Christians 

* 70 have no internet access * 23 are Muslims 

* 48 live on $2 (U.S.) per day * 16 are not aligned with 

* 23 don’t have adequate shelter any religion 

* 13 don’t have safe drinking water 
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February  

Dire c t o r y  Change s  

These Sunday School students had    
perfect attendance in January.  
 

Congratulations!!  

Adela Jank, Ben Lorang — Pre-school 
 

Evelyn Misiolek — PreK & Kindergarten 

 

Easton Kosch, McKoy Kosch, Aurora Wismont 

— 1st/2nd/3rd 

 

Albert Hogue, Kamree Townsend —4th/5th/6th 

 

Aryanna Hogue—Jr. High 

to Him” (2 Chron. 16:9).  
 

God will provide. He always 
has and He always will. He 
gives His meat in due season. 
He has not left you as or-
phans, but has grafted you 
into His own family. You 
belong to Him. Remember 
this, letting this thought 
dwell in you richly. And you 
will then be rich toward oth-
ers.   
 

—Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod 

(Continued from page 8) 
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