
 

Volume LVI 
Number 1 

 

January 2018 

M
O

U
N

T
 
 
O

L
I
V

E
 
 
L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

 
 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

 7
3
0
1
 N

 2
8
 A

v
e 

  
O

m
ah

a,
 N

E
 6

8
1
1
2
  
  
  
  
 4

0
2
-
4
5
5
-
8
7
0
0
  
  
  
  
 M

o
u
n
tO

li
v
eO

m
ah

a.
co

m
 

M
es
se
n
g
er

 

Join us Sundays in the Adult Bible Class Hour        
beginning February 4, at 10:30 a.m.  

 

Learn how to naturally and genuinely share the Gospel 

with your friends and neighbors who have not heard the 

Good News. This will help you to be a more effective        

witness of Jesus in your everyday life.  
 

(More information available on page 3.) 
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Karl Menninger once wrote a book with the 
provocative title Whatever Happened to Sin? 

David Brooks, a New York Times Op-Ed 
columnist and frequent guest on the PBS 
NewsHour has written these words in a more 
recent book The Road to Character. Today, 
the word ‘sin’ has lost its power and awe-
some intensity. It’s used most frequently in 
the context of fattening desserts. Most people 
in daily conversation don’t talk much about 
individual sin. If they talk about human evil 
at all, that evil is most often located in the 
structures of society—in inequality, oppres-
sion, racism, and so on—not in the human 
breast. . . . 
 

But in truth, “sin,” like “vocation” and 
“soul,” is one of those words that it is impos-
sible to do without. . . . 
 

Sin is a necessary piece of our mental furni-
ture because it reminds us that life is a moral 
affair. No matter how hard we try to reduce 
everything to deterministic brain chemistry, 
no matter how hard we try to reduce behavior 
to the sort of herd instinct that is captured in 
big data, no matter how hard we strive to re-
place sin with nonmoral words, like 
“mistake” or “error” or “weakness,” the most 
essential parts of life are matters of individu-
al responsibility and moral choice; whether to 
be brave or cowardly, honest or deceitful, 
compassionate or callous, faithful or disloyal. 
When modern culture tries to replace sin with 
ideas like error or insensitivity, or tries to 
banish words like “virtue,” “character,” 
“evil,” and “vice” altogether, that doesn’t 
make life any less moral; it just means we 
have obscured the inescapable moral core of 
life with shallow language. It just means we 

think and talk about 
these choices less 
clearly, and thus be-
come increasingly 
blind to the moral 
stakes of everyday 
life. . . . The concept 
of sin is necessary 
because it is radically 
true. 
 

Those words of a secular writer like Brooks 
got my attention. When was the last time you 
went to a funeral and heard about sin? When 
was the last time you heard any public figure 
mention the word sin? When was the last 
time you asked someone to forgive you for a 
sin you committed against him? 

 

Sin, in most cases, has fallen out of popular 
usage. Only in church and only in the Bible 
do we ever hear “sin” called “sin.” Sin is why 
we creatures are alienated from our creator 
God. Sin is why we have broken relation-
ships with some relatives and co-workers. 
Sin is why Jesus was born. Sin is why Jesus 
suffered and died on a cross and arose on the 
third day. Sin is our biggest problem by far. 
Sin is why the world is in a mess. 
 

Thank goodness we know the story of God 
sending us a Savior from sin and its conse-
quence death - physical and spiritual. What’s 
more, we believe that Jesus is the Savior we 
need and we trust in Him with our entire be-
ing. We embrace His command to urge oth-
ers to join us in following Him. This is our 
life’s work. Together at Mount Olive we help 
each other to do that. 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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Every One His Witness begins Sunday, 
February 4, at 10:30 a.m. during the Adult 
Bible Class Hour. This Lutheran evangelism 
program teaches you to witness to your 
friends, coworkers, and any other non-
churched people you know. Using the LAS-
SIE approach to witnessing (Listen, Ask, 
Seek, Share, Invite, and Encourage), you 
will learn how to naturally share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ through relational, con-
textual witnessing. 

 

What does this mean? It means listening to 
those who are unsure about Christianity. It 

means asking ques-
tions that aren’t   
accusatory. It means 
sharing the Good 
News about Jesus. 
There’s no bashing, 
no judgment, and no 
forced imposition of 
beliefs. Instead, 
there’s understand-
ing, communication, 
and honesty between friends. Every One His 
Witness will teach you how.  

 

Our 15-week Spring Adult Information Class 
will begin on Sunday, February 11, at 3:30 
p.m. This two-hour class is for those who are 
new in their faith, for those who are some-
where in the middle, and for those who have 
been life-long Christians. No matter where 
you are in your faith journey, God yearns to 
get closer to you. 
 

To register, please call the church office at 

402-455-8700.  
 

You can also 
find registra-
tion forms 
inside the 
Sunday  
bulletin  
beginning January 21. Fill out the registration 
and drop it in the offering plate.  

 

Holy Father, as Your People, we turn to 
You, our mighty fortress, our refuge in every 
struggle and need. Our nation is confused 
about so many things, even those things that 
are fundamental to who we are as human 
beings created in your image to love as you 
have loved us. Have mercy on us. O Lord, 
have mercy! 
 

Show us the path of service so that we might 

encourage our elected 
leaders and those who 
have authority over us to 
be faithful in the voca-
tions you have for them 
to do. Cause us to be un-
compromising witnesses 
to Your will and Your ways, both in our 
homes and in the public square because your 

(Continued on page 10) 
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In Ministry 

With God’s 
People 

 

We remember in prayer 

 

...Becky Hurt, Dixie Ger-
hart, Mary Hogue, Rod 
& Karen Lorang, 
Charly Peterson, Emily 

Standley, Judith 

Weidner, Pearl Wiley, 

Linda Williams and 

Dalton Willmore. 
 

...the Harpster and Hurt 
families who mourn the 
death of our brother in 
Christ, Al Harpster, III. 

 

 

...Terry and Mary See-

fus, who were blessed 
with a newborn son,  
Caden Lee Seefus, on 
December 11. Caden 
Lee was baptized on 
December 31, 2017 

 

...Lillia Noelle, newborn 
daughter of Nathan and 
Jamie Jank, who was 
baptized on January 7, 
2018. 

 

...those in our community 
without Christ and His 
church. 

(Continued on page 10) 

The entire Sunday School staff would like to thank the children 
and parents for their practice and preparation for the Sunday 
School Children’s Christmas Service, “The Greatest Gift of 
All.” We are thankful for our Mount Olive families and friends 
for their continual support and encouragement provided to us 
throughout the year. A special thank you goes to the Sunday 
School Teachers and staff, the Board of Christian Education, 
and all who helped make this service possible. We are grateful 
for those that assisted with the decorations and props. Thank 
you to the Kitchen Coordinators, all who provided refresh-
ments, and all who donated treat bags for the children. Thank 
you to everyone who donated mittens, gloves, scarves and hats 
for the mitten tree.   
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In 2018 our congregational needs will be 
$5030/week, with an overall budget increase 
of .6%. As a part of our yearly budget, we 
distribute 10% of our weekly offerings to 
needs outside of Mount Olive. In the year 
2018 they will be: 
 

$17,800 Nebraska District and Synod 
Work 

$250 District Convention and Circuit     
Assessments 

$500 Crossways International 
$2,000 POBLO ministry 

$2,500 Project Hope (food pantry services) 
 

$1,300 Together, Inc. (emergency human 
services) 

$560 Lutheran Family Services of         
Nebraska 

$1,250 “Living H2O” Campus Ministries 
 

Mount Olive has also committed to help sup-
port two overseas missionary families - Julie 
Lutz and Rev. David and Mrs. Barbara 

Bush both in Hong Kong. You are encour -
aged to periodically make additional mone-
tary gifts toward their support. Put this cash 
or check in an envelope and notate its pur-
pose on the envelope. 

Weekly Giving Needs for 2018 

Altar Flowers 

 

Altar Flowers are no longer arranged by our 
church. Altar flowers are still welcomed and 
encouraged. If you would like to remember a 
loved one, celebrate an anniversary or birth-
day with flowers, please purchase the flowers 
at a floral shop of your choosing or maybe 
picked from your garden. You can either 
have them delivered the Friday before the 
chosen Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
or call the church office at 402-455-8700 to 
make other arrangements. Please call no later 

than Tuesday prior to the chosen Sunday. 
Always make sure to call the church office so 
an announcement can be included in the Sun-
day bulletin.  
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 

Barb Stacy and Bonnie 
White for  helping with the 
December Messenger.  
 

Thank you to Bonnie White 

for taking the finished news-
letter to the downtown post 
office.  
 

A special thank you to Rich 
Wismont who takes care 
of all of the church’s recy-
clables. 
 

Thank you to Rosalie 
Soodsma for  weekly lend-
ing a hand in the church 
office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 
Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

Many thanks to everyone for 
all of the visits and all of the 
cards after my recent back 
surgery. 

—Dalton Willmore 

 

Thank you so much to all of 
our friends for remembering 
me and my family this 
Christmas.  

—Bev Allen 

 

Thank you so much to my 
church family. Thank you all 
for the calls, the cards, the 
prayers and the meals during 
my recovery from my recent 
surgery. I am blessed. 
 

—Linda Williams 

Thank yous 
The family of Marguerite 

Trusty would like to thank 
her fellow members of Christ 
here at Mt Olive for their 
prayers, sympathy and sup-
port after her death. Caring, 
Sharing and Serving is much 
more than a slogan here. We 
thank God for you. 

 

In Christ, Tom Trusty 

Thank you 

Nebraska Title Company 
was spotted last month adding 
more food to the Little Food 
Pantry. They collected non-

perishable food items at 
Christmas and donated to var-
ious food pantries in the 
Omaha metro.  

Thanks Again! 
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The monthly Very Merry 
Unbirthday luncheon will be 
Wednesday, February 14. It’s 
Valentine’s Day and then the 
Chinese New Year (16th)! 
We are eating at China Buf-
fet, 737 N. 114 St. Let’s meet 
in the church parking lot at 
11:30 and car pool. 
 

Please rsvp to Barb Stacy 
402-453-7049 or Bonnie 
White 402-676-7334. 

Luncheon 

Mount Olive’s website 
www.MountOliveOmaha.com 
is a great place to view our 
current bulletin, newsletter, 
calendar, readings, etc. Did 
you know that as a member 
you can log into a special 
“members only” section? 
Items like the church directo-
ry, the annual church plan-
ning calendar, and tax ex-
empt forms can be accessed 
there. You can even sign up 
for Joyful Response which is 
a way to handle your offer-
ings automatically.  
 

If you would like to be able 
to access the “members only” 
section of our website, please 
provide the church office 
with your email by emailing 
us at mountolv@msn.com or 
by calling the church office 
and we will send you a link.  

Please bring back the palm 
branches that you received 
on Palm Sunday 2017. The 
palms will be burned and 
used as the ashes during our 
Ash Wednesday service. The 
dried palms are being col-
lected in a box at the back of 
church. 

Palm Branches 

Thank you to the          
following who purchased 
poinsettias for the chancel 
at Christmas: 
 

Paul & Jill Clausen 

Marge Eastman 

Becky Hurt 

Ron & Annette Hurt 

Liz Matson 

Victor Padron & Jody 

Wells-Padron 

Frank Sabatka 

Rosalie Soodsma 

Gloria Sorensen 

Barb Stacy 

Frank & Yo Tierney 

Cindy Wheeler 

Bonnie White 

Rich & Debbie Wismont 

Thank you Mount Olive Website 

Friday Night Flix 

Mark your calendar! 
 

February 9, 7 pm 

March 9, 7 pm 

April 13, 7 pm 

May 11, 7 pm 
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“I am not commanding you, but I want to test 
the sincerity of your love by comparing it 
with the earnestness of others. For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9). 

 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. 
Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church 
in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their 
faith by their generosity in giving. He does 
this because giving generously is a gift of the 
Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  
 

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in eve-
rything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for 
us—see that you also excel in this grace of 
giving” (2 Cor. 8:7). In other words, just as 
we grow in faith and speech and knowledge 
of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through 
the Word of God, so also do we grow in giv-
ing from the same Spirit through the same 
Word.  
 

The problem is that the grace of generosity 
often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that 
we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We 
treat it like all the other bills that must be 
paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing 
to check off a list of things to do. That emp-
ties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the 
joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.  
 

On top of that, since this generosity is linked 
to faith and knowledge of divine things, a 
lack of excelling in giving is a sure sign that 
our faith and knowledge of God are under 
attack as well.  

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of gen-
erosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. 
Even though He was rich, He became poor 
so that we who are poor might become rich. 
Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of 
our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, 
and driving force for our generosity in giving 
to the church.  
 

And since Christ who was rich became poor 
so that we might be rich in His grace—of 
which generous giving is part—so we also 
who are rich in His grace can excel in press-
ing His grace into service toward the gra-
cious work of the church.  
 

Pay attention to what you give to the church 
so that you may excel at it. And if you find 
that your heart has grown cold or indifferent 
toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. 
Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear 
and listen to it preached in the Sunday wor-
ship service.  
 

Be reminded of what Christ has done for you 
in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For 
this will strengthen your faith and 
knowledge. And where that excels, so will 
the grace of giving excel also.  
 

—Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
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 Mt. Olive is helping to 
support two missionaries 
and their families who live 
abroad. We remember them 
periodically in our public 
prayer. We ask that you 
continue to support them 
financially with your regu-
lar gifts. Information about 
their work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an encour-
agement for your continued 
interest and support. For the 
year 2018 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

12 Wiltshire Rd 

Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 

Hong Kong 

julie.lutz@lcmsintl.org 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 

Thank you and many blessings to all our Mount Olive fami-
ly and friends at this difficult time. Many thanks to friends 
who came to the house or the hospital to visit Arnie during 
his last days. Thank you also to Pastor Jank for his many 
visits. Arnie enjoyed seeing all of you. Many thanks to all 
who helped with the luncheon by making calls, bringing 
cakes and salads, setting up tables, getting the food ready 
and serving it on the day of the funeral. Mostly, thank you 
for Christ taking him home to be with our Savior. He is in 
peace.  

With our blessings, 
Arnie Jacobson’s family and fr iends 

The Freedom of Forgiveness 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. called forgiveness “a permanent atti-
tude,” as opposed to “an occasional act.” Maintaining a for-
giveness mind-set leads to peace and freedom. 
 

Author and pastor Max Anders experienced that freedom in 
seminary. After cheating on a Hebrew final, he was distraught 
and confessed his sin to God and the professor. “I felt deeply 
cleaned. Pure. Holy,” Anders writes in 21 Unbreakable Laws 
of Life. “I wanted to laugh and cry at the same time. I wanted 
to run and jump and dance. The burden was lifted. … I was 
free!” 

 

By contrast, he writes, “If we don’t ask for forgiveness when 
we wrong someone, we lose our moral authority; the debris of 
sin begins to accumulate in our hearts, choking our con-
science …. Others know when we sin against them, and if we 
don’t make it right, it hurts our reputation as well as God’s.” 
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David Stacy: 40438 Sycamore Rd, Avoca, IA 51521-5502 

Tracy Viles: 6454 William St, Omaha, NE 68106-1548 

Dire c t o r y  Change s  

These Sunday School students had    
perfect attendance in December.  
 

Congratulations!!  

Ben Lorang, Addison Wheeler — Pre-school 
 

Sam Lorang, Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek, 

Emma Wheeler — PreK & Kindergarten 

 

Easton Kosch, McKoy Kosch, Noah Lorang, Alea 

Wegner, Alex Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd 

 

Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend —4th/5th/6th 

 

Kailyn Townsend—Jr. High 

...those who are contem-
plating an abortion and 
those burdened by an 
abortion in their past. 

 

...prospective participants 
for our Spring Adult 
Information Class which 
begins Sunday,         
February 11. 

(Continued from page 4) 
love, your truth truly set us free.  
 

Help us to proclaim in Christ the liberty and freedom that 
comes from the gift of forgiveness for every sin committed, 
every opportunity missed to speak the truth in love, every in-
stance where we have remained silent. Give us a voice to speak 
for the unborn, the joy to lift up the gift of marriage and the 
willingness to speak on behalf of people of faith who are, even 
now, persecuted for their faith in You. 
 

We have no right to ask this of our own, save through the mer-
its and mediation of Him whose blood atones for the sin of the 
whole world, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

—Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty 

(Continued from page 3) 
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