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What a letdown when people break their promises! A father tells his ten-year-

old son, “I know I promised to be at your soccer game, but something has 

come up.” Maybe we have been a victim of a broken promise like this, or 

perhaps we’ve been the one who’s broken a promise. In today’s Gospel, 

however, we see a promise kept. The angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she 

will conceive and bear a Son. This pledge to Mary is part of the ongoing 

fulfillment of God’s promises. When we see this promise kept in the coming of 

Jesus, we have the assurance that we can always trust God that He acts 

according to His Word. Our heavenly Father never breaks His promises! 
 

P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E    

 Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  
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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 
 

7301 N 28th Ave office: 402.455.8700  

Omaha, NE 68112-2816 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

As Mary and Elizabeth found strength in togetherness, may we nourish one another. 

Welcome to worship as Advent borders on Christmas.  

 

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

December 24, 2017 
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

L I G H T I N G  O F  T H E  A D V E N T  W R E A T H  

 Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome.  
 Let Your light scatter the darkness 

and illumine Your Church.  
 

The fourth candle is lit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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H Y M N  

We Light the Advent Candle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  (Psalm 89:5) 

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of 

this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 

one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 
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cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people, let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

“Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD, Your faithfulness in the 

assembly of the holy ones!”  

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

G A T H E R I N G  H Y M N  

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Blue 632 

 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favored lady.” Glo-ri-a! 

 

“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honor thee; 

Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 

Mostly highly favored lady.” Glo-ri-a! 

 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 

“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 

Most highly favored lady, Glo-ri-a! 

 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

“Most highly favored lady,” Glo-ri-a! 

 

A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  
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K Y R I E  

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Congregation 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. (same as above) 

Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N   

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

The Lord promises David an unending house and kingdom. 

 

Now when the king [David] was settled in his house, and the Lord had given 

him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 

“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 

Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with 

you.” But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 

servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 

in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 

ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 

to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 

Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 

prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, 

and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 

great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 

place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their 

own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 

as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I 

will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you 

that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  8 9 : 1 - 5  (antiphon v. 8) 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: O Lord God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, | O Lord,* with your 

faithfulness all a- | round you? 

Cantor: I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;* with my mouth I will 

make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 

 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up for- | ever;* in the heavens you 

will establish your | faithfulness.” 

Cantor:You have said, “I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;* I have sworn 

to David my | servant: 

 ‘I will establish your offspring for- | ever,* and build your throne for all 

gener- | ations.’” 

Cantor: Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O Lord,* your faithfulness in the 

assembly of the | holy ones! 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor:O Lord God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, | O Lord,* with your 

faithfulness all a- | round you? 
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S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Romans 16:25-27 

The mystery of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that 

was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 

writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the 

eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

Stand 
 

G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;* let it be with me according | to your word. 

(Luke 1:38) 

 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Luke 1:26-38 

The angels visits the blessed virgin Mary. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

In the sixth month [of Elizabeth’s pregnancy] the angel Gabriel was sent by 

God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she 
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was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in 

her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 

was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary 

said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her. (NRSV) 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
 
Sit 

 

S E R M O N  

Who Is Your God? Luke 1:26-38 

 

Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Tune: Veni Emmanuel (34) 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 

In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Left:  O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
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Right: O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

From depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Left: O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Right: O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

Refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

N I C E N E  C R E E D  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer and grant us love. 

. . . Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 

 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 

M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

Canticle of the Turning Choir 

based on the Magnificat, Irish Traditional arranged by Anne Krentz Organ 

 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

God of abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 

very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 

the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 

 

 

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever. 
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L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven . . .  
 

I N V I T A T I O N  

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Amen. 
Sit 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 

 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Green 30 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, Born a child, and yet a king; 

Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all sufficient merit Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Savior of the Nations, Come Green 28 

 

Savior of the nation’s, come; Show the glory of the Son! 

Ev’ry people, stand in awe; Praise the perfect Son of God. 

 

Not of human seed or worth, But from God’s own mystic breath, 

Fruit in Mary’s womb begun When God breathed the Word, his Son. 

 

Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child Of the virgin undefiled! 

Mighty God and man in one, Eager now his race to run! 

 

God the Father is his source, Back to God he runs his course; 

Down to death and hell descends, God’s high throne he reascends. 

 

He leaves heaven to return; Trav’ling where dull hellfires burn; 

Riding out, returning home As the Savior who has come. 

 

God the Father’s precious Son Girds himself in flesh to run 

For the trophies of our souls, Longer than this round earth rolls. 

 

Shining stable in the night, Breathing vict’ry with your light; 

Darkness cannot hide your flame, Shining bright as Jesus’ name.  
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Signs and Wonders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 
 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  

Joy to the World Green 39 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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December 24, 2017 (B) FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N 

Faithful Christians, One and All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

P O S T L U D E 
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Introduction, Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Confession and Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2017 
copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. We Light the Advent Candle text copyright © 2013 Concordia 

Publishing House; tune in the public domain. Used by permission. The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came is in the public domain. Kyrie, 

Psalm Tone #2, Gospel Acclamation tune, Offering Prayer, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14075. Gospel 

Acclamation text is from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress Publishing. Used by permission. O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel st. 1, 3-5, and 8 are in the public domain; st. 2, 6, and 7 copyright © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Savior of the Nations Come 
copyright © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Signs and Wonders text copyright © 2005 Augsburg Fortress; tune in the public domain. 

Faithful Christians, One and All text copyright © 1989 Concordia Publishing House; tune in the public domain. Four prior hymns used by 

permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus and Joy to the World are in the public domain. Scripture 
readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – The Epiphany of Our Lord (Year B): Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-11 (12-15); 

 Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Bella Wegner 

ASSISTING MINISTER -------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr. 

CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sarah Jank 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ---------------------------------------- Amber Brown, Dawn Payne 

LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams 
 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

��� THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP -------------------- 7:30 P.M. 

MONDAY - CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP ----------------- 10:00 A.M. 

WEDNESDAY - NO CONFIRMATION CLASS 

SUNDAY - WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall, 

Pastor Jank will lead us in an open forum which will consist of a question and answer 

session. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve Worship this evening at 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day 

Worship tomorrow morning at 10:00 A.M. 

VACATION — Our church office secretary, Teresa Kuti, is on vacation. She will return 

Monday, January 8, 2019. If Pastor Jank does not answer the phone, please leave a message.  

POINSETTIAS — Thank you to those who donated poinsettias to decorate for Christmas this 

year.  

Worship Attendance ........................................ 117 

Communion ...................................................... 79 

Sunday School  ................................................. 28 

Staff..................................................................... 7 

Bible Class ........................................................ 27 

Offering ......................................................... 4731 

Needed Weekly ............................................. 4905 

Specials ........................................................... 215 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 4                      SS Christmas Service - 85 
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Praying for Our Parish in 2017 

Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

December 26 

Cameron Padron 

 December 29 

Kara Kowalski 

  

NEXT SUNDAY — Come early next Sunday. We will sing Christmas hymns before the worship 

service begins.  

2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2018 on 

the back table. Please do not use them until January 1. 

LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES — This is faith-based, not-for-profit, multi-service human 

care organization which provides a multiplicity of services (children, behavioral health and 

refugee and immigration services) impacting 35,000+ people annually throughout Nebraska, 

Iowa, and Wichita, Kansas. An envelope is in today’s bulletin for you to support this ministry.  

MITTEN TREE — New and gently-used hats, scarves, and mittens are being collected on the 

mitten tree in the narthex.  

THANK YOU — The entire Sunday School staff would like to thank the children and parents for 

their practice and preparation for the Children’s Christmas Service. We are thankful for the 

Mount Olive families and friends for their continual support and encouragement provided to 

us throughout the year. A special thank you to all of those people who volunteer behind the 

scenes as well as the Sunday School teachers and staff. We couldn’t do it without you. 

Special thanks to Thrivent Financial for supporting the mitten drive and to everyone who 

donates mittens, gloves, scarves and hats for the mitten tree.  

AUTOMATIC GIVING — Joyful Response is a way to make your Sunday morning offerings 

convenient and consistent through preauthorized withdrawal from your checking account at 

no extra cost to you. It is safe and secure. Your giving continues even if you are out of town 

or aren’t able to be at a worship service. Pick up a Joyful Response brochure from Max 

Williams or from the Church Office. More members each year are using this plan.  

LITTLE FREE PANTRY — We have an ongoing collection for our “Little Free Pantry.” This 

small cabinet with non-perishable food items, paper goods, and other items sits outside of 

Mount Olive. It is accessible 24 hours per day to anyone. The pantry will be stocked by 

donations from all of us but can also be stocked by a concerned neighbor. There aren’t any 

applications to fill out or set hours of operation. Please, no glass jars or expired food. You 

can place your items inside the marked cabinet in the old nursery room right behind the 

doorway.  
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