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The Lord anoints us, as he did Jesus, “to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted” (Isaiah 61:1). We gather here to be strengthened for this work.
Welcome!
Roland A. Jank, Jr.
Rachel Misiolek
Pastor
Organist
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“The good old days.” “They don’t make them like they used to.” Oftentimes,
we look to the past with a feeling of nostalgia. We think that things were better
or safer or greater “back then.” Perhaps we have this feeling with good reason;
after all, the future can be scary! What’s going to happen in the Middle East?
Where is the economy headed? What kind of world will my children live in?
Yet, in today’s Gospel, John assures his listeners of greater things to come. His
message is one of hope in the coming Savior. In Christ, we, too, have greater
things to come—including resurrection and life with Him forever. That’s
reason for rejoicing, now and always!

“The good old days.” “They don’t make them like they used to.” Oftentimes,
we look to the past with a feeling of nostalgia. We think that things were better
or safer or greater “back then.” Perhaps we have this feeling with good reason;
after all, the future can be scary! What’s going to happen in the Middle East?
Where is the economy headed? What kind of world will my children live in?
Yet, in today’s Gospel, John assures his listeners of greater things to come. His
message is one of hope in the coming Savior. In Christ, we, too, have greater
things to come—including resurrection and life with Him forever. That’s
reason for rejoicing, now and always!

PRELUDE

PRELUDE

WELCOME

WELCOME

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.
RINGING OF THE CARILLON

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet.
RINGING OF THE CARILLON
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INVOCATION

We Enter God’s Presence.

INVOCATION

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

We Enter God’s Presence.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.
The third candle is lit.

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.
The third candle is lit.

HYMN

HYMN

We Light the Advent Candle

We Light the Advent Candle
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(1 Thessalonians 5:21-23)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

“But test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.”
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people, let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

“But test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.”
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people, let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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(1 Thessalonians 5:21-23)

GATHERING HYMN

Blue 633

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

Blue 633

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,
He opens wide the heav’nly door and lives now inside us forever.

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,
He opens wide the heav’nly door and lives now inside us forever.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a singing,
His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;
Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness,
The thunder of his anthems rolls to shatter all hatred and blindness.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a singing,
His humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing;
Music to heal the broken soul and hymns of loving kindness,
The thunder of his anthems rolls to shatter all hatred and blindness.

In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing,
As morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder,
The weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder.

In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing,
As morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder,
The weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder.
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Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,
The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story;
May God fill ev’ry day we share and bring us at last into glory.

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,
The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story;
May God fill ev’ry day we share and bring us at last into glory.
APOSTOLIC GREETING

APOSTOLIC GREETING

KYRIE

KYRIE

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Congregation

Congregation

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (sam e as above)
Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sit

Sit

We Hear God’s Word.

We Hear God’s Word.

FIRST LESSON

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Good news of impending health, restoration, and transformation.

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Good news of impending health, restoration, and transformation.
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The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the
year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting
of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the
devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery
and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make
an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. (NRSV)

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the
year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting
of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the
devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery
and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make
an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. (NRSV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

PSALM 126

(antiphon v. 5)

Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
Cantor: When the Lord restored the fortunes of | Zion,* we were like | those who
dream.
Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* and our tongue with | shouts
of joy;
Cantor: then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for
them.”* The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,* like streams in the | Negeb!
6

PSALM 126

(antiphon v. 5)

Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
Cantor: When the Lord restored the fortunes of | Zion,* we were like | those who
dream.
Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* and our tongue with | shouts
of joy;
Cantor: then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for
them.”* The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,* like streams in the | Negeb!
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Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for | sowing,* shall come home
with shouts of joy, bringing his | sheaves with him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!

Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for | sowing,* shall come home
with shouts of joy, bringing his | sheaves with him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit;
As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Cantor: Those who | sow in tears* shall reap with | shouts of joy!

SECOND LESSON

SECOND LESSON

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Joyful admonitions and blessings grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Joyful admonitions and blessings grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he
will do this. (NRSV )

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he
will do this. (NRSV )

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God! (shouted)
Stand

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way before
you. (Matthew 11:10)

Cantor: I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way before
you. (Matthew 11:10)
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HOLY GOSPEL

HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:6-8, 19-28
John the Baptizer, a witness to the true light.

John 1:6-8, 19-28
John the Baptizer, a witness to the true light.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted)

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the
Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. (NRSV )

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the
Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. (NRSV )

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted)

Sit

Sit

SERMON

SERMON

Greater Things

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Greater Things

Stand

Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

HYMN OF THE DAY

Green 37

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear the cry.
“Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!”
8

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Green 37

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear the cry.
“Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!”
8

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies.

Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies.

See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n;

See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n;

So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near.

So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near.

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son
With the everliving Spirit While eternal ages run!

Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son
With the everliving Spirit While eternal ages run!

NICENE CREED

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
. . . Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

. . . Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
. . . Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting
those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.”

Sit

Sit

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Advent Comfort
setting by John C. Reim

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not
already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a
contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward,
please stand.
MUSIC AT OFFERING

Choir

Advent Comfort
setting by John C. Reim

Father, we have not loved You above all other gods;
Father, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Hear us, Your forgiveness we seek. Hide not from us Your face.
Help us, our flesh is weak. Absolve us by Your grace!
“Comfort, comfort, all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load.
Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.”
Jesus Christ, break the darkness of the night. Come within.
Shine with the brightness of Your light! Bring to us everlasting joy and peace.
Let the life of faith increase! Hear us, Your forgiveness we seek.
Hide not from us Your face. Help us, our flesh is weak.
Show to us Your mercy and grace!
All their sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserve His anger He no more will see or heed.
They have suffered many a day; now their griefs have passed away.
God will change their pinning sadness Into every-springing gladness.
10

Choir

Father, we have not loved You above all other gods;
Father, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Hear us, Your forgiveness we seek. Hide not from us Your face.
Help us, our flesh is weak. Absolve us by Your grace!
“Comfort, comfort, all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load.
Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.”
Jesus Christ, break the darkness of the night. Come within.
Shine with the brightness of Your light! Bring to us everlasting joy and peace.
Let the life of faith increase! Hear us, Your forgiveness we seek.
Hide not from us Your face. Help us, our flesh is weak.
Show to us Your mercy and grace!
All their sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserve His anger He no more will see or heed.
They have suffered many a day; now their griefs have passed away.
God will change their pinning sadness Into every-springing gladness.
10

Now make straight the crooked highway; Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, Ready for His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is spread abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That His word is never broken.
Father, oh, hear us! Keep us for Your glorious day.
Preserve us in the way! Prepare our hearts, we pray.

Now make straight the crooked highway; Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, Ready for His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is spread abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That His word is never broken.
Father, oh, hear us! Keep us for Your glorious day.
Preserve us in the way! Prepare our hearts, we pray.

OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, . . . and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS

SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

With the bread and cup . . . We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. . . . Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, . . . one God, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER

(join hands)

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
INVITATION

(join hands)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
INVITATION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Amen.
Sit

DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and
wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to
your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at
the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion
registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
statements and give it to an usher.
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registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
st. 2—cantor

Blue 649

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.
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God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the
Father.
Refrain

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the
Father.
Refrain

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain

O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth
st. 3—cantor

O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth
st. 3—cantor

Green 396

O God, O Lord of heav’n and earth, Your living finger never wrote
That life should be an aimless mote, A deathward drift from futile birth.
Your Word meant life triumphant hurled In splendor through your broken world;
Since light awoke and life began, You made for us a holy plan.
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In blind revolt we would not see That rebel wills wrought death and night.
We seized and used in fear and spite Your wondrous gift of liberty.
We walled us in this house of doom, Where death had royal scope and room,
Until your servant, Prince of Peace, Broke down its walls for our release.

In blind revolt we would not see That rebel wills wrought death and night.
We seized and used in fear and spite Your wondrous gift of liberty.
We walled us in this house of doom, Where death had royal scope and room,
Until your servant, Prince of Peace, Broke down its walls for our release.

You came into our hall of death, O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air,
To drink for us the deep despair That strangled our reluctant breath.
How beautiful the feet that trod The road to bring good news from God!
How beautiful the feet that bring Good tidings of our saving king!

You came into our hall of death, O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air,
To drink for us the deep despair That strangled our reluctant breath.
How beautiful the feet that trod The road to bring good news from God!
How beautiful the feet that bring Good tidings of our saving king!

O Spirit, who did once restore The Church, that it might yet recall
The bringer of good news to all: Breathe on your cloven Church once more,
That in these gray and latter days There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology Unto the holy Trinity.

O Spirit, who did once restore The Church, that it might yet recall
The bringer of good news to all: Breathe on your cloven Church once more,
That in these gray and latter days There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology Unto the holy Trinity.

He Came Down

He Came Down

Stand

Stand

COMMUNION BLESSING

COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION HYMN

POST-COMMUNION HYMN

Joy to the World

Green 39

Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Green 25

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the bridegroom near;
Go forth as he approaches With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand.

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the bridegroom near;
Go forth as he approaches With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The bridegroom is at hand.

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before him Their diadems of gold.

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before him Their diadems of gold.

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free!

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free!

DISMISSAL
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

POSTLUDE
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December 17, 2017 (B)

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Introduction, Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Confession and Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2017
copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. We Light the Advent Candle text copyright © 2013 Concordia
Publishing House; tune in the public domain. Used by permission. Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn copyright © 1983 GIA
Publications. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Kyrie, Psalm Tone #2, Gospel Acclamation tune, Offering Prayer, Sanctus,
Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used
by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14075. Gospel Acclamation text is from Sundays and Seasons 2018 copyright © 2017
Augsburg Fortress Publishing. Used by permission. Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding, Joy to the World and Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
are in the public domain. I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light text copyright © 1970 Celebration, admin. The Copyright Co. He Came
Down text in the public domain; tune copyright © 1990, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. O God, O Lord of Heaven and
Earth text copyright © 1967 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. All three hymns used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Scripture
readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

NEXT SUNDAY

– Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B): 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5 (19-29);
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Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
 ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY 
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ACOLYTE ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Bella Wegner
ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------- Robbie Moffett, Sr.
CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS --------------------------------------------- Ruth Benish, Lois Lenz
LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams
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Worship Attendance ........................................128
Bible Class ....................................................... 34
Communion .......................................................92
Offering .........................................................3734
Sunday School ..................................................28
Needed Weekly .............................................4905
Staff .....................................................................5
Specials .........................................................4390
First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 5
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– Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B): 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5 (19-29);
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
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CANTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Melissa Lorang
EUCHARISTIC GIFTS --------------------------------------------- Ruth Benish, Lois Lenz
LECTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

 THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING
SS CHRISTMAS DRESS REHEARSAL ------- 10:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE ---- 4:00 P.M.
MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE
NO CONFIRMATION CLASS
CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:30 P.M.
WORSHIP------------------------------------------9:00 A.M.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR ------------- 10:20 A.M.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP -------------------- 7:30 P.M.
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ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall,

ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall,

Pastor Jank continues with the video-based Bible study - A Man Named Martin Part 3: The
Movement. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.
SS CHILDREN’S SERVICE — The dress rehearsal for the Sunday School Christmas Service is
today at 10:30 A.M. “The Greatest Gift of All” Sunday School Children’s Service is this
afternoon at 4:00 P.M.
2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES — You can pick up your box of offering envelopes for 2018 on
the back table. Please do not use them until January 1.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES — Christmas Eve (Sunday evening) 7:30 P.M., Christmas Day
(Monday) 10:00 A.M. Anticipate celebrating the fourth Sunday of Advent, Sunday morning,
December 24th, and Epiphany on Sunday, December 31, at the regular worship time of
9:00 a.m. with Sunday School immediately following.
POINSETTIA — Would you like to help decorate the church with a poinsettia this year? The
cost is $10. Use the sheet on the table in the narthex to sign up by December 17. Please
indicate whether you would like to leave the poinsettia or take it with you.
THIS ADVENT — Plan to use an Advent wreath in your home with four candles. This will
visually assist you in marking the four weeks of Advent waiting that precedes the
celebration of Christ’s incarnation. An Advent devotional book is available this morning
one per family.
MITTEN TREE — New and gently-used hats, scarves, and mittens are being collected on the
mitten tree in the narthex.
AUTOMATIC GIVING — Joyful Response is a way to make your Sunday morning offerings
convenient and consistent through preauthorized withdrawal from your checking account at
no extra cost to you. It is safe and secure. Your giving continues even if you are out of town
or aren’t able to be at a worship service. Pick up a Joyful Response brochure from Max
Williams or from the Church Office. More members each year are using this plan.
LITTLE FREE PANTRY — Remember the Little Free Pantry when you are doing your holiday
grocery shopping. We have been filling it daily as it receives a lot of traffic. Please place
your items inside the marked cabinet in the old nursery room right behind the doorway.
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Praying for Our Parish in 2017
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism.
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