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Every Christmas present that sits wrapped
under your Christmas tree this year will wear
out. It will break or go out of style. This fact
was there, somewhere, in the back of your
mind even as you bought it, but you bought it
anyway.
What God gives us will never wear out,
break down, or go out of style. For what He
gives us is his eternal and only-begotten Son,
wrapped in human flesh, and placed upon the
tree of the Cross.
“The grass withers, the flower fades; but the
word of our God will stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8). God r eminds us that He
is eternal and we are short-lived. Field flowers bloom for only a short time. Nothing lasts
except God and his promises to us in Jesus
Christ (the real Christmas gift). Too often we
forget this truth and mindlessly invest all our
time, all our energies, all our resources, and
all our care in things that will pass away, in
things that will not satisfy our deepest longings.
We were all created by God with a yearning
for fulfillment. Yet what we pursue we find
does not satisfy us more than temporarily.
The fool thinks that if he can reach a particular goal, he will be satisfied. If he achieves
that goal, he finds it will not satisfy for long.
So he spends his life jumping from one inadequate goal to another.
Others realize that they cannot satisfy that
deep longing inside, so they try to push it
under by means of alcohol, drugs, sex, partying, busyness, or even religious piety. But
their efforts must continually be repeated to

keep the
lid on
what is
inside.
The third
way to
deal with
our deep
longing
for fulfillment is to recognize nothing in this
world will satisfy, that nothing in this world
can push it under completely, and that we
were made for another world.
We gather each week at Mount Olive to remind each other our flesh is fleeting and the
things around us are passing away, or soon
will. God is calling us to depend totally on
the One who does not pass away. God has
made us for another world. God has entered
into this world in His Son, Jesus Christ, and
conquered the power of sin, death and the
devil through Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Now we know that that other world (heaven)
will be ours through faith in Jesus and His
saving work.
Christmas is the time to tell others that what
we are all looking for and really needing
hangs on the tree of the Cross. There Jesus
died in our place, for our sins. He has opened
the way to an eternal future of joy, peace, and
fulfillment. Let us not settle for lesser things
this month. Let us not allow the temporary
distractions of this season to hide the heart of
God yearning for us to be His forever.
—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr.
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To help everyone attend the A dvent Carols
and Readings service on Thursday, December 7th, we are serving supper at Mount Olive from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. that evening.
What a great way to begin the Advent season

Mark your calendars for this
year’s Sunday School Christmas Service on Sunday, December 17, at 4:00 p.m. Our
theme this year is “The
Greatest Gift of All.”
Rehearsals are every Sunday
at 10:30 a.m. through December 17th with a dress rehearsal on the 17th. Parents,
please make every effort to
have your children at every
practice to learn songs, practice speaking parts, and prepare for the program. All
Mount Olive Sunday School
children are encouraged to
participate in this Christmas
tradition!
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Service of Advent

Service of Advent

Carols and Readings

Carols and Readings

Thursday, December 7th, 7:00 p.m.
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Soup and Sandwich

Soup and Sandwich

Supper

Supper

Before the service, beginning at
5:30 p.m.

Before the service, beginning at
5:30 p.m.

- sharing a meal with your Mount Olive family and friends, singing hymns and preparing
for Jesus’ birth! We plan to have a smorgasbord of hearty soups and sandwiches as well
as desserts to polish off the meal.

Attention Mt. Olive Holiday Bakers
It’s that time of year to get out those mixing bowls and
cookie sheets! Find your candy thermometer and measuring
cups! Track down your rolling pin and dig out that cookie
press!
Mount Olive will once again host a Cookie Swap on
Sunday, December 10, at 11:30 a.m. To par ticipate,
bring three to four dozen cookies, bars, snacks or candies.
Be sure to bring a container to take home your Christmas
goodies (plan for around three dozen). If you would like to
share your recipe, bring it and we will make copies as needed. The swap will take place following the Adult Bible
Class Hour/Sunday School Class. Each participant will
have plenty of delicious treats to serve family and friends
during the holidays!
Questions? Contact Anne Wegner at (402) 980-6953.
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The Women’s Bible Study continues to meet. Its final meeting for
2017 is Tuesday, December 5. If
you have not had the chance to
attend in the past, please check it
out! Each lesson stands on its own,
so if you cannot attend regularly…
no worries! You won’t have to
read aloud and homework is not
required. The group finished the “Bad Girls of the Bible” book
and will be doing a Bible study out of the Lutheran W omen’s
Quarterly. The meeting runs from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We are having a lot of fun getting to know each
other. We have some truly awesome ladies here at Mount Olive! If you have any questions or concerns, please call Dixie
Gerhart at 402-602-3252 (day) or 402-453-6707 (evening).

Mount Olive’s Book Club will meet Tuesday,
December 12th, for its December meeting and
annual cookie exchange at 7:00 p.m. at Jill
Clausen’s house. Book Club member s, please
bring five dozen cookies to share. The book
chosen for discussion is One of Ours, the 1923
winner of the Pulitzer Prize for novels by Nebraska author Willa Cather. The book jacket
states, “Claude Wheeler, the sensitive, aspiring protagonist of
this beautifully modulated novel, resembles the youngest son
of a peculiarly American fairy tale. His fortune is ready-made
for him, but he refuses to settle for it. Alienated from his crass
father and pious mother, all but rejected by a wife who reserves her ardor for missionary work, and dissatisfied with
farming, Claude is an idealist without an ideal to cling to. It is
only when his country enters the First World War that Claude
finds what he has been searching for all his life. In One of
Ours Willa Cather explores the destiny of a grandchild of the
(Continued on page 11)

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Rev. Jank, Sr., Rod &
Karen Lorang, Emily
Standley, Pearl Wiley
and Dalton Willmore.
...the Hogan, Seefus, and
Webb families and all
who mourn our sister in
Christ, Laura.
...Gary, Nancy and Chris
Jacobson and all who
mourn our brother in
Christ, Arnie.
...Teagan Claire Larson,
baby daughter of Andrew and Kaylea Larson, who was baptized
on November 26.
...Nathan and Jamie
Jank, who wer e
blessed with a baby girl,
Lillia Noelle, on November 22.
...the depressed, the discouraged, the unemployed, and the lonely in
our church family and
(Continued on page 8)
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Parents, if you need to get away from the kids to do some
shopping, housework or just need a break, plan to leave your
kids at Mount Olive on Sunday, December 10th. The Youth
Group will provide lunch, snacks and activities from 11:30
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. so you can get away for a few hours. Parents
may drop off their children at the church for an hour, two
hours, or for the whole time. There will be an adult present to
help with any difficulties, but the youth will play and watch
the children. There is not a set fee for this service but rather a
free-will donation is requested. Registration is encouraged,
but walk-ins are welcome! Please R.S.V.P. by contacting
Kristi Townsend at townsend.kr isti@gmail.com or at
(402) 457-9611.
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December is a good time to
remember with a card some of
our congregational members
who have limited mobility.
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Myrene Abels
Bickford Assisting Living
7337 Hickory St Rm # 313
Omaha, NE 68124-1677

Myrene Abels
Bickford Assisting Living
7337 Hickory St Rm # 313
Omaha, NE 68124-1677

Rev. Roland A. Jank, Sr.
6803 N 68 Plz #206
Omaha, NE 68152-2118

Harry Sorensen
12008 N 40 St
Omaha, NE 68112

Bill & Elaine Witt
2423 Whitmore St
Omaha, NE 68112-3133

Rev. Roland A. Jank, Sr.
6803 N 68 Plz #206
Omaha, NE 68152-2118

Pearl Wiley
2857 Vane St
Omaha, NE 68112-3131

Many thanks to all who helped at the Fall
Festival held October 21. The event was originally planned for outside in the parking lot
but was moved indoors due to the threat of
inclement weather. We had a lot of fun, met
lots of our neighbors and enjoyed delicious
food. Of the 135-140 people in attendance,
65% were not from Mount Olive. Many
thanks to Dixie Gerhart and her G-Team who

provided plenty of games and prizes to keep
the 30-40 kids in attendance busy for 3 hours.
A HUGE thank you to Laura Hogan and her
friend Dee Godkin who made the homemade
coleslaw and potato salad. Congratulations to
Bob Wegner who was this year ’s champion
BBQ cook off winner! A panel of five judges
were selected from non-members in
(Continued on page 9)
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If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
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Thank You
Thank You

Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with the
November Messenger.
Thank you to Barb Stacy
and Bonnie White for taking
the finished newsletter to the
downtown post office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes car e
of all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti
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Graduation
Brittany Willmore will be
graduating from the University of Nebraska, Omaha on Friday, December
15, with two degrees: a
Master of Public Administration and a Master of
Social Work.
Congratulations!

Christmas is not as much
about opening presents as
opening our hearts.
—Janice Maeditere

Dear Luncheon Group,
With great appreciation we
thank you for the wonderful lunch for the family.
From all of Laura Hogan’s
family and her sister, Alice
Packard.

Poinsettia
Would you like to help
decorate the church with a
poinsettia this year? The
cost is $10. Use the sheet
on the table in the narthex
to sign up by December 17.
Please indicate whether
you would like to leave the
poinsettia or take it with
you.
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Luncheon
Our V ery Merry Unbirthday
luncheon will be Wednesday, December 13, at 11:30.
We have had Italian and
Mexicans so let’s try Greek!
Let's meet in the church
parking lot and car pool to
Greek Isles, 3821 Center
(just 15 minutes from
church). Opa!
Please rsvp to Barb Stacy
402-453-7049 or Bonnie
White 402-676-7334.

Joyful Response is a
way to make your Sunday
morning offerings convenient and consistent through
preauthorized withdrawal
from your checking account
at no extra cost to you. It is
safe and secure. Your giving
continues even if you are
out of town or aren’t able to
be at a worship service. Pick
up a Joyful Response brochure from Max Williams or
from the Church Office.

C H U R C H

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screening, a provider of preventive health
screenings, will be here at
Mount Olive on Thursday,
January 18, 2018.
Five non-invasive, painless
screenings will be offered
that scan for potential health
problems related to: blocked
arteries (leading cause of
stroke); abdominal aortic
aneurysms (can lead to a
ruptured aorta); hardening of
the arteries in the legs
(strong predictor of heart
disease); atrial fibrillation or
irregular heart beat (closely
tied to stroke risk); and bone
density screening to assess
the risk of osteoporosis. All
tests are priced individually
or can be purchased as a
package. Our members receive $10 off any package
over $129. The Wellness
Package includes all five of
the tests from $149 ($139
with discount). All five
screenings take 60-90
minutes to complete. Call
1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or text the
word “circle” to 797979 to
register.
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Many Thanks

Luncheon

We recently received a donation of 35 hat and scarf
sets and six neck cowels
from a very productive, Pam
Arnold, who knits while
watching football. She
spends the whole year knitting to help those in need
stay warm during these cold
Nebraska winters. We donated all of her handiwork to
Project Hope. Thank you to
Roger Perrigo for deliver ing them.
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We also received a large
donation of food from Nebraska Title Company to
put in our Little Food Pantry. They have been collecting non-perishable food
items and brought over six
bags of food for us to add to
our outdoor pantry.
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During this year of Reformation 500, we
have been taking a closer look at the Ten
Commandments. In February, we started
with the First Commandment. Each commandment encourages serious, thoughtful,
and truthful self-examination so that you
may heartily and sincerely confess, “God,
be merciful to me as a sinner.”

(Continued from page 4)

our community.
…that we follow a different
drummer in this season of
excess and empty merrymaking.

The Tenth Commandment
You Shall Not Covet Your neighbor’s wife, or his
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that
we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers,
or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay
and do their duty.
My God has given me Himself. He is my God. His will is good
and gracious. In Him I am content.



Have I wanted my neighbor’s spouse, his workers, or property to be mine?



Have I tried to win the affections and loyalties of my
neighbor’s spouse or children away from my neighbor to
me?



Have I urged friends, spouses, and workers to go back to
their callings, holding their marriages, friendships and
work together?



Have I fostered discontent within the congregation, with
our pastor or leaders, and failed to urge members to stay
and do their duty in the divine liturgy: praying, giving
and serving?
(Continued on page 10)
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If you would like to be able
to access the website, please
provide the church office at
mountolv@msn.com with
your email. You can also call
and ask that we send you a
link in order to join.
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may heartily and sincerely confess, “God,
be merciful to me as a sinner.”

...all the Christians suffering persecution around
the globe.

Mount Olive’s website
MountOliveOmaha.com is a
great resource that has our
current bulletin, newsletter,
calendar, readings, etc. Did
you know that as a member
you can log into the website
for special member-only resources? Items like our
church directory, our annual
church planning calendar,
and tax exempt forms are
available when you log in as
a member. You can even sign
up for Joyful Response there
which is a way to handle
your offerings automatically.

O L I V E

(Continued from page 4)

our community.
…that we follow a different
drummer in this season of
excess and empty merrymaking.

The Tenth Commandment
You Shall Not Covet Your neighbor’s wife, or his
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that
we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers,
or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay
and do their duty.
My God has given me Himself. He is my God. His will is good
and gracious. In Him I am content.



Have I wanted my neighbor’s spouse, his workers, or property to be mine?



Have I tried to win the affections and loyalties of my
neighbor’s spouse or children away from my neighbor to
me?



Have I urged friends, spouses, and workers to go back to
their callings, holding their marriages, friendships and
work together?



Have I fostered discontent within the congregation, with
our pastor or leaders, and failed to urge members to stay
and do their duty in the divine liturgy: praying, giving
and serving?
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 5)

attendance who judged entries from Galen Behr, Laura Hogan, Tim Lorang, Victor Padron (and team), Steve Webb,
Bob Wegner and Jim Zulfer. Bob’s entr y r eceived four out
of five first-place votes earning him a $50 gift card. In second
place was the team of Victor and Wesley Padron.
Our volunteers were invaluable. Thanks to Galen Behr, Chuck
Gerhart, Dixie Gerhart, Dee Godkin, Ken Godkin, Laura
Hogan, Albert Hogue, Aryanna Hogue, Mary Hogue, Nancy Jacobson, Sarah Jank, Ben Lorang, Melissa Lorang,
Sam Lorang, Tim Lorang, Sharon McDonald, Victor Padron, Wesley Padron, Judy Rath, Lynne Ridner, Gloria
Sorensen, Connie Townsend, Kamree Townsend, Kristi
Townsend, Mike Townsend, Sr., Steve Webb, Alea
Wegner, Alex Wegner, Anne Wegner, Bob Wegner, Grant
Wegner, Isabella Wegner, Bonnie White and Jim Zulfer.
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Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2018 our missionaries
abroad are:
Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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Adela Jank — Pre-school

Adela Jank — Pre-school

Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek — PreK &
Kindergarten

Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek — PreK &
Kindergarten

Easton Kosch, McKoy Kosch, Alea Wegner, Alex
Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd
Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend
—4th/5th/6th

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in November.
Congratulations!!
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Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd
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perfect attendance in November.
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Aryanna Hogue, Austin Wegner, Isabella Wegner —Jr. High

Aryanna Hogue, Austin Wegner, Isabella Wegner —Jr. High

Directory Changes

Directory Changes

Laura Hogan (death) November 13, 2017

Laura Hogan (death) November 13, 2017

Arnie Jacobson (death) November 21, 2017

Arnie Jacobson (death) November 21, 2017

Close of The Commandments
(Continued from page 8)

What does this mean?

God threatens to punish all who break these
commandments, therefore we should fear His
wrath and not do anything against them. But
He promises grace and mercy to all who keep
He says: I, the Lord your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sins of the these commandments, therefore we should also
fathers to the third and fourth generation of
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He
those who hate me, but showing love to a thou- commands.
sand generations of those who love me and
keep my commandments.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
What does God say of all these commandments?
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Christ, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

