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We are invited to a celebration of the 500th  

anniversary of the Reformation on Sunday,  

October 22, at 3:00 p.m. at Beautiful Savior 

Lutheran Church in La Vista. 

 

Dr. Dale Meyer, former Lutheran Hour speaker 

and current President of Concordia Seminary in 

St. Louis, will preach the sermon. 

 

Michael Kesar from St. Mark’s will direct a 

special choir of singers from Omaha LCMS congregations. Mount 

Olive choir members are included. Rehearsals will be at Beautiful 

Savior on three Sundays: October 1, 8, and 15, from 2:00 to 3:30 pm; 

with a final rehearsal Saturday, October 21, from 9:00 to 11:00 am.  

 

Other notes of interest: 

 

� Rev. Andrew Gerike from Mount Calvary will be the liturgist; 

� Lectors will be Rev. David Linkugel from Lord of Life, Elkhorn; 

Rev. Fred Simon from Pilgrim, Bellevue; and Rev. William 

Moorhead from St. Paul, Omaha; 

� Each congregation is invited to carry a Reformation-themed  

banner during the Processional; 

� The concert band from Concordia High School, directed by Peter 

Klemp, will provide special music and accompaniment; 

� Children from Concordia Academy will provide Reformation-

themed artwork for display; 

� A reception with refreshments will be hosted at Beautiful Savior 

after the service. 

 

Pastors and choir participants will gather at 2:30 pm. Attendees can 

enjoy pre-service music and a slide show of “Lutherland” from 2:30 

to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Beautiful Savior has ample parking and is accessible, with ground-

level entrances on both levels as well as an elevator. Seating for the 

reception will be on both levels. 

 

Every LCMS congregation member throughout the greater Omaha 

metro area is encouraged to attend this once-in-a-lifetime celebration 

of the centrality of the Gospel in the life of God’s people by grace, 

through faith in Christ alone! 
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Five hundred years ago this month Martin 

Luther, a thirty-four-year-old Augustinian 

friar, preacher, university lecturer, and pro-

fessor of the Old Testament, posted his argu-

ments against indulgences. He had absolutely 

no inkling of the firestorm he would start, nor 

that within weeks he would become the most 

famous person in the Western world. And he 

certainly had no inkling that the storm would 

still be raging some five hundred years. To-

day, virtually all Protestant Christians claim 

Martin Luther as their own, to one extent or 

another. Roman Catholics are still trying to 

figure out what to do with him and his heirs, 

even half a millennium later. 

 

During this 500th anniversary year, we’ve 

seen Luther in the news more than ever. A 

wonderful Thrivent-funded movie about Lu-

ther has been broadcast on public television 

and has been screened in movie theaters 

across our country. (I hope that you have 

seen it.) We have spent many Sunday morn-

ing Bible classes this past year learning about 

this man and others God used to bring the 

pure scriptural Gospel to the center of the 

church’s life and faith. We will have a 

citywide Reformation celebration on the af-

ternoon of Sunday, October 22, at 3:00 at 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in LaVista. 

 

It all started with Luther’s core question—

“Am I good enough?” He searched the Scrip-

tures while trying all the remedies suggested 

by the medieval church. He was led to Ro-

mans 1:16-17. There he found the answer 

that he needed and that we all need. We hold 

that one is justified by faith apart from 
works of the Law. He concluded that because 

of the grace that God lavished on people 

through the sacrifice of Christ’s death, every 

believer is indeed, good enough. What mat-

ters then is not performing certain deeds, 

even deeds as pious as the church may en-

courage (fasts, prayers, personal sacrifices, 

gifts of money, and various devotional prac-

tices). What matters is our faith in Christ’s 

saving work and then living out that faith 

every day. That means a servant love directed 

toward God and toward the people around us.  

That is the ultimate response to God’s great 

gift. 

 

That was a revolutionary concept in Martin 

Luther’s day where 90 percent of the popula-

tion was struggling peasants many of whom 

tried to appease an angry God. His ideas 

caught on because of the printing press. And 

we continue as heirs of that clear Gospel to 

this very day. 

 

I wonder how much we appreciate this pre-

cious gift and promise of God. We can hear it 

proclaimed every Sunday at Mount Olive in 

hymns and sermon and Scripture readings. 

We can taste it in the weekly Eucharistic 

meal. And yet I fear its familiarity dims its 

life-altering impact on us. 

 

We have hope for this world and for the next 

that so many others do not have. Do we have 

no heart for others so we keep it to our-

selves? I pray that Luther’s boldness would 

embolden us to ask others to join us in be-

lieving, teaching and confessing that we are 

saved by grace through faith in Christ alone 

for the good works God has prepared for us 

to do. 
 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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Altar Guild Appreciation Luncheon 
Sunday, October 15, 11:30 a.m. 

 

All ladies who are serving or who have served on the Altar Guild are invited to an appreciation 

luncheon on Sunday, October 15, at 11:30 a.m.  

 

Fall Family Festival 
Saturday, October 21, 1:00—4:00 p.m. 

 

Come one, come all to the Mount Olive church parking lot for a “People’s Choice” barbeque 

cook-off. There will be games, entertainment for kids, a stand-up comedian. Interested in compet-

ing in the barbeque contest? Contact Tim Lorang for details.  

 

Trunk or Treat  
Sunday, October 29, 5:00—6:00 p.m. 

 

Mount Olive is hosting the second annual Trunk or Treat. This is a safe and fun environment for 

our neighborhood and congregational youth. Kids will trick or treat from the trunks of our Mount 

Olive members. Just pick a theme, either trunk-elaborate or simple. For the safety of the kids, 

have your decorated vehicles in the church parking lot by 4:30 p.m. Prizes will be awarded to the 

best decorated trunks.  

 
A sign-up sheet is in the back of church for those wanting to decorate their vehicle for the event. 

You can also donate candy, pencils, stickers or other goodies to hand out. We need help with su-

pervision on the evening of the trunk or treat as well as handing out flyers prior to the event. 

Come and welcome our neighbors and enjoy a fun evening. Be sure to invite your family, friends, 

and neighbors! 
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In Ministry 

With God’s 
People 

 
We remember in prayer 

 
...Mary Hogue, Arnie 

Jacobson, Rod & Ka-

ren Lorang, Tamra 

Moffett, Emily Stand-

ley, Michael Wegner & 

Dalton Willmore. 
 

...Andrew and Kaylea 

Larson, who were 

blessed with a baby girl, 

Teagan Claire, on Sep-

tember 4. 
 

...Adam and Kelly Behr, 

who were joined in mar-

riage on September 30. 

 

...all who mourn our 

brother in Christ, Don 

Weihe. 

 

...Teresa Kuti’s fifteen 

years of service as our 

church office secretary.  

 

...our fall Adult Infor-

mation Class. 

 

...the “lost” people whose 

burden we carry. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

Pacific Hills Lutheran Church (1110 S. 90 St.) is hosting a 

prayer vigil on Tuesday, October 3, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. This is part of a series of vigils being held throughout the 

year at congregations in the North Circuit. Come for a few 

minutes or stay the entire time. Pastor Drebes from Pacific 

Hills will lead a prayer session at noon. All are welcome.  

Many thanks to all the 

ladies that checked out 

the Women’s Bible Study 

on Tuesday, September 

19th. 

 

Our “Bad Girl” of the 

night was Jezebel. As you 

might guess, Jezebel is 

the worst of the bunch in 

our “Bad Girls of the Bi-

ble” study. It is hard to 

imagine that we can learn anything worthwhile from Jezebel’s 

story…but…we learned that you do not have to be a victim of 

your upbringing. Your past is over and done with, learn from 

it, but don’t let your past define you. Here and now is what is 

important. God has things for you to do, so brush yourself off 

and get going. Every word that came out of Jezebel’s mouth 

was harsh, sarcastic and belittling. The words we use when we 

are explaining or instructing or just plain communicating do 

not need to be demeaning, disparaging or critical. Words can 

be hurtful and stay with a person for a long, long time. We 

learned it is important to choose your words carefully and it is 

never a bad idea to just hold your tongue. 

 

We will meet Tuesday, October 3, at 6:15 p.m. We will be 

studying the story of Michal (MEE-kal). Her story is found in 

1 Samuel 18:5-19, 2 Samuel 3:13-16 and 6:12-23. 

 

Questions, comments, concerns? Give me a jingle at 402-602-

3252 or 402-453-6707.  —Dixie Gerhart 
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OOOURURUR                                    
MMMISSIONARIESISSIONARIESISSIONARIES   
AAABROADBROADBROAD   
 
 Mt. Olive is helping to 

support two missionaries 

and their families who live 

abroad. We remember them 

periodically in our public 

prayer. We ask that you 

continue to support them 

financially with your regu-

lar gifts. Information about 

their work is shared on the 

north hall bulletin board 

and in our Sunday worship. 

May it serve as an encour-

agement for your continued 

interest and support. For the 

year 2017 our missionaries 

abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

Box 803 

Mt. Hagen,  

Western Highlands 

Province 

Papua New Guinea 

lutz.travel@gmail.com 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 

Attn: Amy Schaefer 

St. Louis, MO 63122 

david.bush@lcmsintl.org 
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Mount Olive’s Book Club is meeting Tuesday, 

October 10th, at 7:00 p.m. at Lois Barr's house. 

Peggy Posey is providing dessert. We are read-

ing The Choir Immortal by Katie Schuermann. 

“The people of Zion are at it again. Two of their 

very own are getting married, and everyone is 

pleased as punch to be hosting Bradbury’s wed-

ding of the century. Their collective joy is short 

lived, however, as busted air-conditioners, melting cakes, and 

a trip to the emergency room intrude upon the celebration. 

Yet the congregation rallies, they turn in faith to God’s prom-

ises of life and salvation to see one another through trying 

days that demand patience, prayer, and perhaps another batch 

of cinnamon rolls.” We hope to see you there. Questions? 

Contact Jill Clausen 402-650-5962 or Bonnie White 402-

496-7682. 

You are invited to our monthly Very Merry 

Unbirthday meeting on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 11, at 11:30 a.m. Let’s meet in the 

church parking lot and carpool to Olive  

Garden. Everyone is welcome! In Septem-

ber we had a mixed group of men and wom-

en. Pastor Jank and his granddaughter Evelyn Misiolek 

joined us, too. Please contact Barb Stacy at 402-453-7049 or 

Bonnie White at 402-676-7334.  

 

Please come on Saturday, October 

7, from 9:00 a.m. to noon for a 

work day. There are various jobs 

inside and outside the church. 

Bring work gloves and prepare to 

get a little dirty. There will be jobs 

for all skill levels, so bring your 

whole family. Many hands make 

light work. And honestly, who 

wants to miss out on all this fun?!? 
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 
Barb Stacy and Bonnie 

White for helping with the 

September Messenger.  

 

Thank you to Barb Stacy 

for taking the finished news-

letter to the downtown post 

office.  

 

A special thank you to Rich 

Wismont who takes care of 

all of the church’s recycla-

bles. 

 

Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for weekly lend-

ing a hand in the church 

office. 

- Teresa Kuti 

  

If you have a prayer       

request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

All women are invited on 

Sunday, October 1, from 

1:00 to 3:30 p.m. to King 

of Kings Church at 11615 I 

St. Pastor Roger Theimer 

will lead a Bible Study. 

There will also be a speak-

er from the Kim Founda-

tion, regarding helping 

mental health problems and 

suicide victims. The Kim 

Foundation is a supportive 

resource and compassion-

ate voice for lives touched 

by mental illness and sui-

cide. Stay afterwards for a 

business meeting for Oma-

ha West, Omaha North and 

Omaha South Zones. 

LWML 
The Youth Group is plan-

ning to attend the 500th 

Reformation Anniversary 

Worship Service on Sun-

day, October 22, at 3:00 

p.m. at Beautiful Savior 

Lutheran Church (7706 S. 

96th St.). After the worship 

event, their plan is to visit a 

haunted house. 

 

The High School Youth of 

Mount Olive will be at-

tending the 2017 LCMS 

District Youth Gathering 

on Friday, November 17 

through Sunday, November 

19, 2017. The theme this 

year is Hero! Greater. Bet-

ter. True.  

 

Contact Kristi Townsend 

at 402-457-9611 for more 

information. 

Youth Group 
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Townsend at 402-457-

9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

All women are invited on 

Sunday, October 1, from 

1:00 to 3:30 p.m. to King 

of Kings Church at 11615 I 

St. Pastor Roger Theimer 

will lead a Bible Study. 

There will also be a speak-

er from the Kim Founda-

tion, regarding helping 

mental health problems and 

suicide victims. The Kim 

Foundation is a supportive 

resource and compassion-

ate voice for lives touched 

by mental illness and sui-

cide. Stay afterwards for a 

business meeting for Oma-

ha West, Omaha North and 

Omaha South Zones. 

LWML 
The Youth Group is plan-

ning to attend the 500th 

Reformation Anniversary 

Worship Service on Sun-

day, October 22, at 3:00 

p.m. at Beautiful Savior 

Lutheran Church (7706 S. 

96th St.). After the worship 

event, their plan is to visit a 

haunted house. 

 

The High School Youth of 

Mount Olive will be at-

tending the 2017 LCMS 

District Youth Gathering 

on Friday, November 17 

through Sunday, November 

19, 2017. The theme this 

year is Hero! Greater. Bet-

ter. True.  

 

Contact Kristi Townsend 

at 402-457-9611 for more 

information. 

Youth Group 
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Little Free Pantry of Mount Olive 
 

We have an ongoing collection for 

our “Little Free Pantry.” This small 

cabinet with non-perishable food 

items, paper goods, and other items 

sits outside of Mount Olive. It is   

accessible 24 hours per day to any-

one. There aren’t any applications to 

fill out or set hours of operation. The 

pantry will be stocked by donations 

from all of us but can also be stocked 

by a concerned neighbor. Please, no 

glass jars or expired food. Below are needed items. You can 

place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in the old 

nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  

Please join your fellow 

Mount Olive movie buffs on 

Friday, October 13, at 7:00 

p.m. (NEW TIME!) We will 

be showing the movie   

Charade. 

 

This 1963 motion picture 

stars Cary Grant, Audrey 

Hepburn and Walter Mat-

thau. A trio of crooks relent-

lessly pursues Hepburn 

through Paris. The crooks 

are convinced that Hepburn 

knows where her recently 

deceased (murdered?) hus-

band hid the fortune he stole 

from them. Cary Grant of-

fers to help her…but can she 

trust him? Please come out 

on Friday night and check 

out this stylish comedy-

thriller. The film runs 114 

minutes. 

 

Popcorn and movie candy 

will be provided. Circle the 

date!  - Dixie Gerhart 

402-602-3252 
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We are nearing the 500th Anniversary of the 

beginning of the Reformation, All Saints’ 

Eve, 1517, when Martin Luther posted the 

Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the Castle 

Church in Wittenberg. So, let’s hear from 

Luther himself on the topic of giving and 

stewardship.  

 

In the Small Catechism under the Table of 

Duties, Martin Luther gives specific Bible 

passages to help Christians know their duty in 

their various vocations as members of their 

family, society at large, and in God’s family, 

the Church. Under the heading “What Hearers 

Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five passages 

from the Bible, three of which have to do 

with giving to your local congregation. They 

are these:  

 

“The Lord has commanded that those 

who preach the gospel should receive 

their living from the gospel” (1 Corinthi-

ans 9:14). 

 

“Anyone who receives instruction in the 

word must share all good things with his 

instructor. Do not be deceived: God can-

not be mocked. A man reaps what he 

sows” (Galatians 6:6–7). 

 

“The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who 

direct the affairs of the church well are 

worthy of double honor, especially whose 

work is preaching and teaching. For the 

Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox 

while it is treading out the grain,’ and 

‘The worker deserves his wages’” (1 Tim-

othy 5:17–18). 

 

 

Luther comments on 

these passages in his 

1535 Lectures on 

Galatians. He wrote: 

 

When Paul says 

“all good 

things,” this is 

not to be taken 

to mean that 

everyone should 

share all his 

possessions 

with his preach-

er. No, it means 

that he should provide for him liberally, 

giving him as much as is needed to sup-

port his life in comfort. . . . The apostle is 

so serious in advocating this topic of sup-

port for preachers that he adds a threat to 

his denunciation and exhortation, saying: 

“God is not mocked.”. . . All this pertains 

to the topic of support for ministers. I do 

not like to interpret such passages; for 

they seem to commend us, as in fact they 

do. In addition, it gives the appearance of 

greed if one emphasizes these things dili-

gently to one’s hearers. Nevertheless, 

people should be taught also about this 

matter, in order that they may know that 

they owe both respect and support to their 

preachers. Christ teaches the same thing 

in Luke 10:7: “Eating and drinking what 

they provide, for the laborer deserves his 

wages”; and Paul says elsewhere (1 Co-

rinthians 9:13–14): “Do you not know 

that those who are employed in the tem-

ple service get their food from the temple, 

and those who serve at the altar share in 

(Continued on page 10) 
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During this year of Reformation 500, we are tak-

ing a closer look at the Ten Commandments. In 

February, we started with the first command-

ment. Each commandment encourages serious, 

thoughtful, and truthful self-examination so that 

you may heartily and sincerely confess, “God be 

merciful to me as a sinner.”  

 

The Eighth Commandment 
 

You Shall Not Give False Testimony Against 

Your Neighbor. 
 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that 

we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander 

him, or hurt his reputation; but defend him, speak well of 

him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

 

My God has given me a good name and reputation that I might 

cover my neighbor’s sins and short-comings with mercy, in 

order to preserve his name and reputation in the community.  

� Have I told the truth in court, or in school before authorities, 

or before my parents when I knew the truth? 

� Have I been afraid to bear witness when I knew the truth 

and it was necessary to speak up against a wrongdoer or 

to speak for a victim? 

� Have I told lies? 

� Have I passed on information my neighbor shared with 

me about himself in confidence? 

� Have I gossiped, delighting to tell others about the faults 

or mistakes of another, excusing myself especially by 

saying that I only spoke the truth? 

� Have I gone to others to make peace if I wronged them or 

they me?  

� Have I flattered others? 

� Have I put on a front to make others think differently of 

me than I am? 

...our need to develop re-

lationships with those 

who don’t know Christ. 

 

....thanksgiving for the 

90th anniversary of 

Mount Olive on October 

19. 

 
...gratitude for the saving 

news of Jesus Christ 

which we have to share. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

� Have I slanted stories to 

my benefit or to deceive 

others by withholding 

some elements of the truth? 

� Have I found ways gladly 

and willingly to explain in 

the kindest way those 

words or actions of others 

that hurt me? 

� Have I defended my 

neighbor when he is criti-

cized by others? 
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Don Weihe, (death), September 25, 2017 

Dire c t o r y  Change s  

These Sunday School students had    

perfect attendance in September.  

 

Congratulations!!  

Chesney Kosch, Benjamin Lorang, Samuel 

Lorang, Evelyn Misiolek — Pre-school 

 

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang — 

1st/2nd/3rd 

 

Nelson Kosch —4th/5th/6th 

 

Kailyn Townsend —7th/8th 

the sacrificial offerings? In the same way 

the Lord commanded that those who pro-

claim the Gospel should get their living 

by the Gospel.” It is important for us who 

are in the ministry to know this, so that 

we do not have a bad conscience about 

accepting for our work wages . . . it hap-

pens when those who proclaim the glory 

of God and faithfully instruct the youth 

derive their livelihood from them. It is 

impossible that one man should be devot-

ed to household duties day and night for 

his support and at the same time pay at-

tention to the study of Sacred Scripture, 

as the teaching ministry requires. Since 

God has commanded and instituted this, 

we should know that we may with a good 

conscience enjoy what is provided for the 

comfortable support of our lives from 

church properties to enable us to devote 

ourselves to our office. (LW 27:125–

126). 

 

In other words, pastors are not to suffer from 

low wages just because they are servants of 

Christ and the Word. They are to share in the 

livelihoods of all to whom they preach the 

gospel and instruct in the faith, so that the 

Word can be proclaimed and the faith carried 

from one generation to the next. 

 

—Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

(Continued from page 8) 
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