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The Readings for today focus on living together under the kingship of God. 

Joseph forgave his brothers, even though they had sold him into slavery. Paul 

urges us not to quarrel over opinions about earthly matters, but to honor the 

Lord in all we do. Jesus tells a parable about God’s overwhelming forgiveness 

and how such forgiveness leads us to forgive others. We can live under the 

kingship of God only because He has forgiven our sins. In Jesus, God has 

removed our sins as far as the east is from the west. We practice such 

forgiveness with one another, living together as the family of Christ. 
 
P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E    

 Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 
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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Education Hour 10:20 a.m. 
 

7301 N 28th Ave, Omaha, NE 68112-2816 

office: 402.455.8700 email: MountOlv@msn.com 

MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Welcome to worship!  

 

Roland A. Jank, Jr. Rachel Misiolek 

Pastor Organist 

September 17, 2017 
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  (Psalm 103:1-5) 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and forget not all His benefits, 

 who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases, 

 who redeems your life from the pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

 who satisfies you with good 

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N   

 The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. Joseph’s 

brothers cast him into a pit, sold him into slavery, and then lied to their father 

about what had happened. 

We, too, are guilty of sinning against our own families. We have harmed 

our brothers and sisters. We have lied to our parents. We have covered up 

our sins, hoping to get away with evil. 

 We turn to our heavenly Father, who is merciful and gracious, and repent of 

our sins. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion 

to those who fear Him. He showed compassion to us by sending His Son, Jesus 

Christ, who died for our forgiveness and rose again to bring us new life. 

Because of Jesus, God does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 

according to our iniquities. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of 

Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. As far as the east is from the west, so far does God remove our 

transgressions from us.  

G A T H E R I N G  
 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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O P E N I N G  H Y M N  

In Thee is Gladness Green 552 

 

In thee is gladness Amid all sadness, Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

By thee are given The gifts of heaven, Thou the true redeemer art.  

Our souls thou wakest; Our bonds thou breakest. 

Who trusts thee surely Has built securely And stands forever: Alleluia!  

Our hearts are pining To see thy shining, Dying or living, 

To thee are cleaving; Naught us can sever: Alleluia! 
 

If he is ours, We fear no powers, Not of earth or sin or death. 

He sees and blesses In worst distresses; He can change them with a breath. 

Wherefore the story Tell of his glory 

With hearts and voices; All heav’n rejoices In him forever: Alleluia! 

We shout for gladness, Triumph o’er sadness, Love him and praise him 

And still shall raise him Glad hymns forever: Alleluia!  
 

A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 

H Y M N  O F  P R A I S E  

This Is The Feast 
 

Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 

people of God. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 

glory are his. Refrain 

 

Cantor: Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, 

honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

 Refrain 
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N   

Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph reconciles with his brothers. 

 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 

still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that 

we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 

instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 

the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 

spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 

are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 

the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it 

for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So 

have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he 

reassured them, speaking kindly to them. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 
P S A L M  1 0 3  

Bless the Lord Choir 

words and music by Bobbie Mason, arranged by J. Daniel Smith 

 

Refrain: Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me bless His name. (repeat) 

 

He is the Foundation, the Rock of the age, He is eternal the Ancient of Days; 

Faithful and fearless in all His ways, for now and forever His great name we praise. 

 

God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him creatures here below, 

Praise Him above heav’nly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 Refrain 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 

5 

 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N   

Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph reconciles with his brothers. 

 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 

still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that 

we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 

instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 

the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 

spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 

are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in 

the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it 

for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So 

have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he 

reassured them, speaking kindly to them. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 
P S A L M  1 0 3  

Bless the Lord Choir 

words and music by Bobbie Mason, arranged by J. Daniel Smith 

 

Refrain: Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me bless His name. (repeat) 

 

He is the Foundation, the Rock of the age, He is eternal the Ancient of Days; 

Faithful and fearless in all His ways, for now and forever His great name we praise. 

 

God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him creatures here below, 

Praise Him above heav’nly hosts. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 Refrain 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 



6 

 

He is my Redeemer, the Healer of pain. He satisfies me with ev’ry good thing. 

He crowns my life with compassion and then my strength is renewed like the 

eagle’s wings. 

 

Refrain: Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me bless His name. (repeat) 

 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Romans 14:1-12 

We who belong to the Lord do all things for His glory. 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling 

over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 

Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own 

lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others 

judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those 

who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 

honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 

abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to 

ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 

we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 

the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be 

Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your 

brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we 

will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says 

the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to 

God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 
Stand 
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G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cantor: We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous;* your sins are forgiven on 

account | of his name. (1 John 2:1, 12)  
 

H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Matthew 18:21-35 
The parable of the unforgiving servant. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 
 

Then Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to 

him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 

his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 

together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 

So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 

said, 'Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw 

him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 

that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 

had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord 

handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly 

Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart.” (NRSV) 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 
 

Sit 

S E R M O N  

Forgiven, We Forgive Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Stand 

 

H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Come Down, O Love Divine Green 508 
 

Come down, O Love divine; Seek thou this soul of mine 

And visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near; Within my heart appear 

And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

Oh, let it freely burn, Till worldly passions turn 

To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

And let thy glorious light Shine ever on my sight, 

And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

Let holy charity Mine outward vesture be, 

And lowliness become mine inner clothing 

True lowliness of heart, Which takes the humbler part, 

And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

And so the yearning strong, With which the soul will long, 

Shall far outpass the pow’r of human telling; 

No soul can guess his grace Till it become the place 

Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

 
A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 
P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

. . . one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 
G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 

 
M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

In Thee Is Gladness Piano 

setting Nancy M. Raabe  

 

In thee is gladness Amid all sadness, Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

By thee are given The gifts of heaven, Thou the true redeemer art.  

Our souls thou wakest; Our bonds thou breakest. 

Who trusts thee surely Has built securely And stands forever: Alleluia!  

Our hearts are pining To see thy shining, Dying or living, 

To thee are cleaving; Naught us can sever: Alleluia! 
 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

You are indeed holy, . . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Remembering, therefore, . . . in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven . . .  

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

Come, be fed, be healed. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 
 

D I S T R I B U T I O N  M U S I C  
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Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I Come With Joy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Father, We Have Wandered Blue 733 

Stand 
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C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 
P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N  

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

 

 

 

 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

 

B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N 

From All That Dwell Below the Skies Tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen (527) 
 

From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise; 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

S E N D I N G 
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Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Thy Word. 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

All praise to God the Father be, All praise, eternal Son, to Thee. 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Whom with the Spirit we adore Forever and forevermore: 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!  

Thanks be to God.  

 
P O S T L U D E 

Introduction, Opening Sentences and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2017 copyright © 2017 

Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. In Thee is Gladness is in the public domain. Hymn of Praise, Gospel Acclamation tune, 

Sanctus and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran Church in America. Used by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14075. Come Down, O Love Divine is in the public domain. Offering Prayer is from Lutheran Book of 

Worship copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Forgive Our Sings As We Forgive text copyright © Oxford University 

Press, tune is in the public domain. Text used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. I Come With Joy text copyright © 1995 Hope 

Publishing, tune is in the public domain. Text used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise text 

copyright © 1978, 1995 and tune copyright © 1993 Augsburg Fortress. Both used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. From All 

That Dwell Below the Skies is in the public domain. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 

1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Year A - Pr. 20): Isaiah 55:6-9;  

 Psalm 27:1-9; Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30; Matthew 20:1-16  
 

��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Aryanna Hogue 

ASSISTING MINISTER ----------------------------------------------- Mikale Townsend, Jr. 

CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dan Schreiber 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ------------------------------------------Marilyn Beig, Ruth Benish 

LECTOR ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Liz Matson 
 

��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 
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Offering ......................................................... 3647 
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First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 0 
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��� THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

TODAY - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 

  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 2:00 P.M. 

TUESDAY - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY ------------- 6:15 —7:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY - CONFIRMATION CLASS ------------------------- 6:00 P.M. 

  CHANCEL CHOIR -------------------------------- 7:45 P.M. 

SUNDAY - WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  ADULT INFORMATION CLASS ----------------- 3:30 P.M. 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall, 

Pastor Jank will lead us in a discussion on the significance of Seminex during the 1970’s and 

early 80’s and its impact on his life. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.  

ADULT INFORMATION CLASS — Fall class continues today, September 17, at 2:00 P.M. It is 

not too late to join us. 

BIBLE STUDY — The Women’s Bible Study, Bad Girls of the Bible continues this Tuesday, 

September 19, from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. The study will be held four more Tuesdays in October 

and November. Books will be provided or you can purchase your own copy to keep. 

Questions? Call Dixie Gerhart at 402-602-3252. 

REFORMATION WORSHIP SERVICE — On Sunday, October 22, a “Reformation 500” 

celebration will take place at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 7706 S. 96th Street in La 

Vista. Pre-service music begins at 2:30 pm. The service, with Lutheran Hour Speaker and 

Concordia Seminary President Dr. Dale Meyer as guest preacher, begins at 3:00 pm, 

followed by a social hour. For more information call 402-331-7376. 

MARTIN LUTHER — “Now when we look at the account to see how much we owe we must 

quiver and quake and have no other resource than to say: ‘I am in debt to others, but there are 

those who are in debt to me; I shall remit to them, one and all, whatever they owe me, and then 

O Lord, I pray thee, forgive me also.’ With that I draw a line through the reckoning and cancel it 

out. If we did not have this expedient we should be badly off.” LW 36:357 

OUR MISSIONARIES — We invite your continued prayerful and financial support of our 

missionaries abroad: Julie Lutz and family in Papua, New Guinea (medical missionary), and 

Rev. David and Mrs. Barbara Bush in Hong Kong. David and Barbara have received the 

“green light” to move to Hong Kong. They leave on September 28. David was originally 

slated to be the director of the Concordia English Center in Macau but they have closed 

because it was too expensive to run the school at that location. Now, he will be living in 

Hong Kong and teaching at the Hong Kong Lutheran School for the Deaf. Note their letters 

on the north hall bulletin board.  
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Praying for Our Parish in 2017 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

September 21 

Mark Sorensen 

 September 23 

Molly Gunter 

  

Little Free Pantry Mount Olive 
 

We have an ongoing collection for our “Little Free Pantry.” This small cabinet with non-

perishable food items, paper goods, and other items sits outside of Mount Olive. It is accessible 

24 hours per day to anyone. There aren’t any applications to fill out or set hours of operation. 

The pantry will be stocked by donations from all of us but can also be stocked by a concerned 

neighbor. Please, no glass jars or expired food. Below are needed items. You can place your 

items inside the marked cabinet that is in the old nursery room right behind the doorway.  
 

Grains Dairy Other 

• Bran cereals  ● Evaporated milk  ● Honey 

• Bread  ● Infant formula  ● Jelly & Jam 

• Bread or muffin mixes  ● Instant breakfast drinks  ● Mayonnaise 

• Cold & hot cereals  ● Powdered milk  ● Salad dressings 

• Dry noodles & pasta  ● Shelf-stable (UHT) milk  ● Sugar 

• Flour     ● Syrup 

• Graham crackers Protein Foods  ● Vegetable oil 

• Granola bars  ● Baked beans 

• Infant cereal  ● Bean soup Vegetables 

• Macaroni & cheese mixes  ● Beef stew  ● Baby food 

• Noodle mixes  ● Canned and dry beans  ● Canned tomato 

• Oatmeal  ● Canned chicken   products 

• Pancake mix  ● Canned chili  ● Canned vegetables 

• Popcorn  ● Canned tuna or salmon  ● Vegetable soup 

• Rice & rice mixes  ● Peanut butter  ● Vegetable juice 

• Shredded wheat 

• Whole-grain crackers Fruits 

• Applesauce   • Canned fruit 

• Baby food   • Dried fruit—raisins, 

• Fruit juice   cranberries 

September 17, 2017 (A) FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PR. 19) 
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