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Sunday Adult   
Bible Class Hour 

This Is the Life 

What Was Seminex All About? 

Martin Luther: The Movement 

Sundays at 10:20 A.M. 
 
 

Rally Sunday 
Sunday, September 3 
10:20 A.M. 
 
 

New Women’s  
Bible Study 

Bad Girls of the Bible 

begins Tuesday, September 5 
6:15—7:30 p.m. 
 
 

Youth  
Confirmation 
Class 

Wednesdays beginning September 6 
6:00 P.M. 
 
 

Adult Information 
Class 

Sundays beginning September 10 
3:30—5:30 p.m. 
 

Turn to page 3 for more details. 
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How did the Communists who ruled the East-
ern Bloc countries for several decades after 
World War II set about destroying the 
Church? They told the Christian community: 
 

“We will never try to stop you from going to 

church. Go to church every Sunday. Listen to 

those sermons. But remember this: There are 

to be no Bible study groups, no prayer 

groups, no Sunday schools, no youth groups. 

Just go to church and listen to those sermons. 

And all sporting events for children and 

youth are to be held on Sunday morn-

ings!” (words from a Slovakian pastor) 
 

This strategy succeeded in all but destroying 
the Church. Sad to say, what the Communists 
imposed on people living in Eastern Bloc 
countries is what many people in Omaha em-
brace as the norm. They believe that being a 
Christian may mean listening to a sermon 
once in a while. But involvement in Bible 
study? That is not necessary! 
 

September is the month we resume our nor-
mal schedules or we embark on new ones. 
What will we do starting this month? We 
Lutherans put a great stress on attending 
youth confirmation classes and then being 
confirmed. Unfortunately, many Lutherans 
view confirmation as graduation. Serious 
Bible study after that doesn’t happen. As I 
often say: A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing. It can give us a false sense of security. 
 

The other day I was thinking that a Mount 
Olive member normally gets confirmed at 14 
or 15. By the age of 40, he probably has 
spent 25 years without a serious wrestling 
with God’s Word, the Bible. Reading it, try-
ing to understand it, applying it to one’s life 

today, being challenged by or challenging 
fellow Christians about what God is saying. 
 

The cacophony of voices that assault us each 
day can easily deafen us to God’s voice. As 
our surrounding culture becomes less and 
less biblical, we need to actively seek out a 
time and place where we grapple with God’s 
message of law and grace in the company of 
fellow Christians. 
 

Martin Luther translated the Bible into the 
German language. That way every literate 
person could read God’s Word for himself. 
Now most of us have multiple copies of the 
Bible in our homes. Are we using them or are 
we storing them? Do we have daily devotions 
or do our busy schedules crowd out ten 
minutes a day with the God who loves us and 
wants to speak with us? 
 

Sunday mornings today, for many who call 
themselves followers of Jesus, mean spend-
ing an hour in God’s house and then rushing 
off to a busy agenda of entertainment, athlet-
ic contests, shopping, family activities and 
traveling. Worship with fellow Christians 
then becomes an item on a checklist and is 
even optional when it is inconvenient. 
 

Being a servant in the mold of our Servant-
King Jesus is a daily struggle. Our old sinful 
flesh tugs at us to go our own way. The devil 
works to not have us take daily discipleship 
seriously. The world urges us to pursue 
pleasure, power, position and profit for self. 
We need all the help we can get in this battle. 
God’s Word is God’s power to fuel us for a 
lifetime of imitating Jesus. See you in Bible 
Class this month. 

—Rev. Roland A Jank, Jr. 
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Sunday Adult Bible Class Hour 
Sundays at 10:20 A.M. during September we will have a variety of topics. 
On September 3, we will have a video-based Bible study from the classic 
series This Is the Life entitled “Destination Unknown” with Leonard Ni-
moy playing the main character. On September 10 we will view a video 
documentary on Seminex and Pastor Jank will share how his last year at 
the seminary has affected his life and ministry. Then later on in September 
we will continue our learning about Martin Luther, the Reformation move-
ment, and how it impacts us to this day. 
 

Rally Sunday for Sunday School  
Sunday, September 3, at 10:20 a.m. during Sunday School, children will meet their new 
teachers and see their new classrooms. Classes are provided for all children from 3 years 
old through high school. This is another opportunity to assist you and your child(ren) in 
their spiritual growth. Sunday School makes a wonderful difference in a child’s life. Sun-
day School teachers will be commissioned during worship at 9:00 a.m.  
 

New Women’s Bible Study 
Resuming Tuesday, September 5, is Bad Girls of the Bible: And What We Can Learn 

From Them by Liz Curtis Higgs. Last time we had a lot of fun and learned how a perfect 
God deals with imperfect people. Books will be provided or you can purchase your own 
copy to keep. The study will be held 6 times on Tuesday evenings in September, October 
and November. Our fall kick-off meeting will be from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

September 5 in the Fellowship Hall. Each lesson stands on its own, so if you cannot 
attend regularly…no worries! You won’t have to read aloud and homework is not re-
quired. If you have any questions or concerns, please give Dixie Gerhart a call at 402-
602-3252 (day) or 402-453-6707 (evening). 
 

Youth Confirmation Class 
Weekly classes on Wednesdays begin September 6, at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Adult Information Class 
Join our semi-annual membership class beginning September 10, 2017, from 3:30 - 5:30 
P.M. for fifteen weeks. This class is not only for those who are new to Mount Olive but 
also for those members who are looking for a refresher course. Perhaps you stopped wor-
shipping for a while and are looking to get back on track. This class is for you. We also 
welcome those who are inquiring about the Christian faith for the first time.  
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In Ministry 

With God’s 
People 

 
We remember in prayer 

 
...Dan Ekfelt, Mary 

Hogue, Becky Hurt, 

Arnie Jacobson, Rod & 
Karen Lorang, Tamra 

Moffett, Emily Stand-

ley, Michael Wegner, 
Don Weihe & Dalton 

Willmore. 
 

...Adam Behr and Kelly 

Hudek, who will be 
married on Saturday, 
September 30. 

 

...Sharon McDonald, as 
she mourns the loss of 
her husband, Gene. 

 

...our fall Adult Infor-
mation Class which be-
gins Sunday, September 
10. 

 

...our Mt. Olive youth who 
are at college this fall. 

 

...our need for courage to 
listen and then talk with 
our unchurched work-
mates, friends, neighbors 
and relatives about fol-
lowing Jesus with us at 

(Continued on page 6) 

Project Hope, Inc. in Omaha seeks a 
full time Executive Director with a 
heart for feeding the hungry. Project 
Hope is a Lutheran-based, North 
Omaha food pantry serving more than 
800 individuals per month with food 
and clothing distribution. There is an 
immediate need for an experienced 
nonprofit administrator with excellent 
communication skills; and demon-

strated abilities in the areas of agency administration, mission 
interpretation and fund raising. This position requires some 
non-traditional work hours on site and in the greater Omaha 
community. A strong social ministry or human services em-
phasis and/or abilities in community organization and com-
munity development are required. QuickBooks and Service 
Point experience preferred. Grant writing experience a plus. 
For more information, please contact susieties@hotmail.com. 

You are invited on Sunday, October 22, at 
3:00 p.m. for a 500th Reformation Anni-
versary Worship Service for all Omaha 
LCMS members to be held at Beautiful 
Savior Lutheran Church (7706 S. 96th St., 
LaVista, NE). This worship service will 
feature a mass choir directed by Michael 
Kesar and Barb Fremder will be the or-
ganist. There will be a procession of con-
gregation banners. Dr. Dale Meyer, presi-
dent of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO, will be the 
speaker.  

Pacific Hills Lutheran Church (1110 S. 90 St.) is hosting a 
prayer vigil on Tuesday, October 3, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. This is part of a series of vigils being held throughout the 
year at congregations in the North Circuit. Come for a few 
minutes or stay the entire time. Pastor Drebes from Pacific 
Hills will lead a prayer session at noon. All are welcome.  
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OOOURURUR                                    
MMMISSIONARIESISSIONARIESISSIONARIES   
AAABROADBROADBROAD   
 
 Mt. Olive is helping to 
support two missionaries 
and their families who live 
abroad. We remember them 
periodically in our public 
prayer. We ask that you 
continue to support them 
financially with your regu-
lar gifts. Information about 
their work is shared on the 
north hall bulletin board 
and in our Sunday worship. 
May it serve as an encour-
agement for your continued 
interest and support. For the 
year 2017 our missionaries 
abroad are:  

 

Julie Lutz 

Box 803 

Mt. Hagen,  

Western Highlands 
Province 

Papua New Guinea 
lutz.travel@gmail.com 

 

Rev. David & Mrs. 

Barbara Bush 

1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Attn: Amy Schaefer 
St. Louis, MO 63122 
david.bush@lcmsintl.org 
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Mount Olive’s Book Club starts our 2017-2018 
season on Tuesday, September 12th at 7 PM. 
Please join us as we discuss and decide upon 
the books that we will review this year. We will 
meet at the home of Bonnie White. Jill 

Clausen will provide the dessert. Please contact 
Bonnie White at 402-496-7682 or Jill Clausen 

at 402-650-5962 if you have questions.  

You are invited to our first monthly Very 

Merry Unbirthday meeting on Wednesday, 
September 13, at 11:30 a.m. Let’s meet in 
the church parking lot and car pool to Vil-
lage Inn for lunch. It’s a free pie day! All 
are welcome to join. Please contact Barb 

Stacy at 402-453-7049 or Bonnie White at 402-676-7334.  

 

The Lutheran Church has, 
since her birth, been called 
“the singing church.” Lu-
ther himself had a very 
high esteem for music and 
church hymns. “Music is 
an outstanding gift of God 
next to theology.” Luther 
wrote many hymns in German, restoring the music of the 
church to the people (much like he did with his German 
translation of the Scriptures). The Lutheran church shares the 
esteem of Luther for good hymns and songs.  
 
Lend your voice in helping to lead our worship this year. Our 
choir is a wonderful, loyal group of people who would warm-
ly welcome you. Many of them would tell you they don’t 
consider themselves to be opera singers but find that they 
love singing with the group. Rehearsals are weekly and begin 
Wednesday, September 6, at 7:45 p.m.  
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Thank You 

Thank you to Kathy Mans-

field, Sharon McDonald, 
Barb Stacy and Bonnie 

White for helping with the 
August Messenger.  
 
Thank you to Barb Stacy 

and Bonnie White for tak-
ing the finished newsletter to 
the downtown post office.  
 
A special thank you to Rich 

Wismont who takes care of 
all of the church’s recyclables. 
 
Thank you to Rosalie 

Soodsma for weekly lend-
ing a hand in the church 
office. 

 
- Teresa Kuti 

  

If you have a prayer       
request, please call Kristi 

Townsend at 402-457-
9611 or by email at      
townsend.kristi@gmail.com 

Mt. Olive Prayer 
Chain 

A Husker Tailgate Party 
benefitting “Living H2O” 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
will be Saturday, Septem-
ber 9, from 3:00 to 7:30 
p.m. at the Nebraska Brew-
ing Company Tap Room at 
6950 S. 108th Street, 
LaVista NE. Tickets are 
$10. Watch Nebraska play 
Oregon on the big screen 
and enjoy hamburgers and 
brats, etc. For more infor-
mation call 402-578-4177 
or email don@living-
h2o.org. Living H2O is an 
outreach ministry for col-
lege students in the Omaha 
metro area. 

Living H2O 

Much Gratitude 

Much gratitude is extended 
to everyone who offered 
condolences after my fa-
ther, Roger Flemmer, en-
tered into rest July 22, 
2017. Thank you for the 
cards, phone calls, messag-
es, prayers, and to those 
who were able to attend 
the Memorial Service. It is 
comforting to know that 
my brothers and sisters in 
Christ help to shoulder the 
burden. —Mark Flemmer 

Mount Olive.  
 

...our upcoming choir sea-
son and all who lend 
their voices to enhance 
our worship. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Little Free Pantry of Mount Olive 
 

We have an ongoing collection for 
our “Little Free Pantry.” This small 
cabinet with non-perishable food 
items, paper goods, and other items 
sits outside of Mount Olive. It is   
accessible 24 hours per day to any-
one. There aren’t any applications to 
fill out or set hours of operation. The 
pantry will be stocked by donations 
from all of us but can also be stocked 
by a concerned neighbor. Please, no 
glass jars or expired food. Below are needed items. You can 

place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in the old 

nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  

Luther Film 

Many Thanks 

Thank you to Pastor Jank 

for the nice Memorial Ser-
vice for my husband Gene 

who passed away in Au-
gust. Many thanks for 
Laura Hogan and all of 
the volunteers who put to-
gether the lunch. My fami-
ly is extremely grateful.  
 

— Sharon McDonald 

Tune in to PBS on NET 
Nebraska on Tuesday, 
September 12, at 7:00 p.m. 
central time for Martin 

Luther: The Idea That 

Changed the World. The 
film is a documentary 
about the person, teach-
ings, and impact of Martin 
Luther. The full-length 
film features thrilling reen-
actments of the sixteenth-
century events with com-
mentary from leading 
church-history experts.  

M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 7 

  

Little Free Pantry of Mount Olive 
 

We have an ongoing collection for 
our “Little Free Pantry.” This small 
cabinet with non-perishable food 
items, paper goods, and other items 
sits outside of Mount Olive. It is   
accessible 24 hours per day to any-
one. There aren’t any applications to 
fill out or set hours of operation. The 
pantry will be stocked by donations 
from all of us but can also be stocked 
by a concerned neighbor. Please, no 
glass jars or expired food. Below are needed items. You can 

place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in the old 

nursery room right behind the doorway.  

� applesauce 

� baby food 

� baked beans 

� bean soup 

� beef stew 

� bran cereals 

� bread 

� bread and muffin mixes 

� canned and dried beans 

� canned chili 

� canned chicken 

� canned tomato products 

� canned tuna or salmon 

� canned fruit/vegetables 

� cold & hot cereal/oatmeal 

� dried fruit 

� dry noodles and pasta 

� evaporated milk 

� flour 

� fruit juice 

� graham crackers 

� granola bars 

� honey 

� infant cereal and formula 

� instant breakfast drinks 

� jelly and jam 

� macaroni and cheese 

� mayonnaise 

� noodle mixes 

� pancake mix 

� peanut butter 

� popcorn 

� powdered milk 

� rice and rice mixes 

� salad dressings 

� shelf-stable milk 

� sugar 

� syrup 

� whole grain crackers 

� vegetable oil 

� vegetable soup 

� vegetable juice  

Luther Film 

Many Thanks 

Thank you to Pastor Jank 

for the nice Memorial Ser-
vice for my husband Gene 

who passed away in Au-
gust. Many thanks for 
Laura Hogan and all of 
the volunteers who put to-
gether the lunch. My fami-
ly is extremely grateful.  
 

— Sharon McDonald 

Tune in to PBS on NET 
Nebraska on Tuesday, 
September 12, at 7:00 p.m. 
central time for Martin 

Luther: The Idea That 

Changed the World. The 
film is a documentary 
about the person, teach-
ings, and impact of Martin 
Luther. The full-length 
film features thrilling reen-
actments of the sixteenth-
century events with com-
mentary from leading 
church-history experts.  



M O U N T  O L I V E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H Page 8 

Please 
join your    
fellow 
Mount 
Olive 
movie 
buffs on 
Friday 
night, 
September 
8, at 7:30 
p.m. We 
will be showing the Movie 
“Sully.” 
 
On Thursday, January 15th, 
2009, the world witnessed 
the “Miracle on the Hud-
son” when Captain Chesley 
Sullenberger glided his disa-
bled plane onto the frigid 
waters of the Hudson River, 
saving the lives of all 155 
aboard. However, even as 
Sully was being heralded by 
the public and the media for 
his unprecedented feat of 
aviation skill, an investiga-
tion was unfolding that 
threatened to destroy his 
reputation and his career. 
This 2016 movie stars Tom 
Hanks and runs 96 minutes. 
It is rated PG-13. 
 
Popcorn and movie candy 
will be provided. Circle the 
date! 

- Dixie Gerhart 
402-602-3252 

H ave you ever noticed the Voters’ Assembly 
on the calendar and wondered what it was 
or how you might participate? Well, if you 
are interested in how the congregation is 

fulfilling God’s mission and what opportunities there are for 
you to serve, you don’t want to miss the next Voters’ Assem-
bly on Sunday, September 10, at 11:30 a.m.  
 
At these quarterly meetings, you can participate and become 
a voting member as long as you are a confirmed member of 
Mount Olive. At the beginning of the meeting, you will be 
sworn in to vote. The expectations of the voter are read and, 
with the help of God, you agree to those expectations.  
 
At these 90-minute meetings you can look forward to open 
discussions about important matters in the congregation, 
electing leaders, approving annual budgets, as well as major 
capital expenditures, and hearing a State of the Parish Report 
given by Pastor Jank. 
 
The Voters’ Assembly has a long standing tradition at Mount 
Olive and can be seen as the legislative body of the congrega-
tion. Leaders of the congregation report on the ministries that are 
being carried out as well as report on what is up and coming.  
 
You see, the only real requirement is your willingness to serve 
and you only agree to that with the help of God. So join other 
members of Mount Olive in Luther Hall on Sunday, September 
10, to learn what God is doing through us inside and outside of 
the congregation and see what opportunities there are for you.  

What Is A Voters’ 
Assembly? 
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Mount Olive is blessed with some wonderful 
young people. 
 
Our main concern at the National Night Out 
event was that the neighborhood kids were 
having fun playing the games and picking out 
prizes. To that end, I must give a pat on the 
back to Mckoy Kosch and Grant Wegner. 
They figured out new, funner games for the 
kids to play and went shopping to get cooler 
prizes for the kids to enjoy. 
 
Chesney Kosch, Easton Kosch, Nelson 

Kosch, Robbie Moffett, Jr. and his two 
friends, Phontane Fouther-Lee and Alfredo 

Mendoza, Kamree Townsend, Krista Town-

send and a few neighborhood teenagers who 
were “recruited” on the spot, as well as Grant 

and Mckoy, helped with set-up, running the 
games, handing out prizes and generally were 
goodwill ambassadors for Mount Olive 
throughout the night. 
 
Paul Kosch is a Mid-Way worker EX-
TRAORDINAIRE and Betsy Kosch held 
down the fort at the prize table until rein-
forcements arrived. 
 
I am truly grateful and offer them my sincere 
thanks. 

—Dixie Gerhart 

The 2017 National Night Out was a great suc-
cess because God chose it to be. Yet without 
the dedication of our volunteers, it could not 
be what it is. For ten years this event has been 
a way to build bridges and let the community 
know that Mount Olive cares.  
 
Thank you to Ray Hogan and Ron Hurt for 
setting up the tents; to Gary and Nancy Ja-

cobson, Tim Lorang, and Terry Seefus for 
setting up the tables and chairs; to Paul 

Kosch and family for bringing another tent 
and all the help they gave; to Dixie Gerhart 

and her band of volunteers for all of their 
work with the games; to Mike Townsend, 

Sr. for his help with the bounce house and the 
generators; to Annette Hurt and Becky Hurt 

for manning the bounce house; to Robbie 

Moffett, Jr., Cameron Padron, Victor Pa-
dron and Wesley Padron for doing whatever 
was needed; to Doug Pollock for bringing his  
 

race car; to 

Jill 
Clausen, 
Nancy Ja-
cobson, 
Betsy 

Kosch, 
Judy Rath, Gloria Sorensen, Krista Town-

send, Kristi Townsend, and Anne Wegner 

who helped out in so many ways; to everyone 

that stayed and helped with clean up; to all 

that took pictures. 
  
This is not a one person event. Because of the 
generosity of many, this event continues to go 
strong. Special thanks to Tim Lorang and 
my husband Ray, for being patient with me. 
This particular National Night Out was one 
for the record books and for that I am truly 
grateful.  
 —Laura Hogan 

Community Outreach Coordinator 
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Ruth Benish: 7205 N 73 Plz Cir #335, Omaha NE 68122-1721 

Dire c t o r y  Change s  

These Sunday School students had    
perfect attendance in August.  
 
Congratulations!!  

Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek — Pre-school 
 
Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch — 1st/2nd/3rd 
 
Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch —4th/5th/6th 
 
Aryanna Hogue —7th/8th 

The High School Youth of 
Mount Olive will be attend-
ing the 2017 LCMS District 
Youth Gathering on Friday, 
November 17 through Sun-
day, November 19, 2017. 
The theme this year is Hero! 
Greater. Better. True. Hero 
will lead youth on an action 
filled journey that reveals the GREATEST, BETTER, TRU-
EST Hero of All, Jesus, Our Hero! There will be innovative 
speakers, thought-provoking Bible studies, music that gets 
youth singing, worship with other teens, and lots of fun activ-
ities. The gathering will also have a service project in the 
Omaha community. This event takes place at the Convention 
Center at the Embassy Suites/Courtyard Marriott in LaVista. 
Contact Kristi Townsend at 402-457-9611 for more infor-
mation. 

 During the worship service 
on Sunday, September 10, 
third graders in the congre-
gation will receive their first 
Bible. If you have a third 
grader and have not been 
contacted, please call the 
church office.  
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