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and see their new classrooms. This is another opportunity to assist you and your child(ren) in their spiritual growth. Sunday
School makes a wonderful difference in a child’s life.

Messenger

402-455-8700

L U T H E R A N
O L I V E

7301 North 28 Avenue Omaha, Nebraska, 68112

M O U N T

Messenger

Grab a friend and
spread the news!

402-455-8700

August 2017

7301 North 28 Avenue Omaha, Nebraska, 68112

August 2017

C H U R C H

Volume LV
Number 8

www.mountoliveomaha.com

Volume LV
Number 8

Grab a friend and
spread the news!
Rally Sunday is Sunday, September 3, at 10:20 a.m. during Sunday School. Classes are provided for all children from 3 years
old through high school. Children will meet their new teachers
and see their new classrooms. This is another opportunity to assist you and your child(ren) in their spiritual growth. Sunday
School makes a wonderful difference in a child’s life.
This is also the Sunday that third grade students will be receiving
their first Bible and the Sunday School teachers will be
commissioned during worship at 9:00 a.m.

M O U N T

O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

Page 2

C H U R C H

Private confession is privately confessing
your sins, most likely to a pastor or priest,
and then being absolved of those sins from
God through that person. Martin Luther believed that private confession was important
as he practiced it his whole life. In fact, Luther believed it was an indispensable form of
the gospel. Luther saw private confession not
as a requirement but rather a gift which we
cannot do without. He detested that the Pope
made it law because Luther believed it was
used as a means to torment the consciences
of sinners. After private confession was
made, the sinner was told to do some penance or “works.” Say five Hail Mary’s or
recite the Lord’s Prayer, etc. Luther taught
that we are saved by grace through faith in
Christ, not by works. He believed that private
confession was rightly done without penance.
But you ask, “Isn’t that what we do every
week at Sunday worship? Why sit down one
on one with Pastor? I’ve already asked God
for forgiveness.” Confessing during worship
is an important part of the service. Why do
anything more than that?
I was in my early thirties when I came into
the church, living most of my life as a nonChristian. I had been baptized as a baby, but
our home was secular. Going through Adult
Confirmation, one of the rites of passage was
the Sacrament of Reconciliation or private
confession. I have to admit, I did not want to
go. I was very uncomfortable. It felt like they
were asking me to apologize for things in my
past that the church said were wrong. Even
though I wasn’t too proud of some things,
was I that bad of a person? Isn’t that between
me and God? Why did I need to talk with

someone? It felt
unnatural. I went
into the confessional letting the priest
know I was completely opposed.
Thankfully, he was
patient. He told me
that even though I wasn’t always part of a
church that I must have felt that some of the
things I had done were wrong. He said we
didn’t have to touch on every detail but to try
and cover the big things. So reluctantly I
started talking. I still didn’t understand how
this was supposed to help me. Those things
were in the past and weren’t affecting me
anyway, or so I thought. I talked and he listened and then he told me something that
changed my life. He said, “God loved you
even then.” I was taken aback. God loves
me? Ironically, I didn’t realize it until that
moment that even though I thought of myself
as a pretty good person, deep down, I didn’t
feel deserving of God’s love. He said, “Don’t
you know how much God loves you? Don’t
you know He has been walking beside you
your whole life? You are His beautiful child
and he wants nothing more than to have a
relationship with you. He forgave you a long
time ago for those things. It is time that you
do the same.”
I was dumbfounded. In my head, my mistakes
were behind me, but my heart felt something
different. My heart was incredibly heavy with
shame and guilt and I felt completely unworthy of God’s love. I really hadn’t let those
things go. I heard those words that were just
(Continued on page 3)
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for me - “You are forgiven.”
I can’t explain it but after
that, I was changed. I felt
fifty pounds lighter. The
years of hurts that I had been
carrying around were gone.
That was a turning point in
my life. Forgiveness is a
powerful healer. Sitting
across from someone and
speaking out loud your sins
is a lot different than thinking of your sins from the
pew. It is not meant to embarrass or shame. It is meant
to free, lighten, and absolve
you of the heaviness we carry around with us from the
regrets of poor decisions,
guilt felt from not doing
what we should have, shame
from not treating others the
way God wants, or whatever
else is weighing on our
hearts.
Mount Olive used to offer
weekly private confession,
but for one reason or another got away from it. If you
have never experienced it, I
encourage you to make an
appointment with Pastor.
God wants us all to experience the incredible healing
of His forgiveness.
—Teresa Kuti
Mount Olive Church Office
Secretary
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Wow! What a turnout at our
National Night Out event on
Tuesday, August 1. U.S. Representative Don Bacon, Omaha
Police Chief Todd
Schmaderer, Omaha Mayor
Jean Stothert along with 150
neighbors and Mount Olive
members enjoyed dinner and
games for the kids at this important event aimed at getting to
know our neighbors. Channel 7
even sent a film
crew and we
were on TV that
night! What an
awesome night!

Parents of youth confirmation students are reminded that a
new school year is fast approaching. The Youth Confirmation Class will meet on Wednesday evenings. An orientation
meeting is scheduled for students and parents on Wednesday,
August, 30, at 7:00 P.M. First class session is Wednesday,
September 6, at 6:00 P.M.
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Adult Information Class
Join our semi-annual membership
class beginning September 10,
2017, from 3:30 - 5:30 P.M. for
fifteen weeks.
This class is not only for those
who are new to Mount Olive but
also for those members who are
looking for a refresher course.
Perhaps you stopped worshipping
for a while and are looking to get
back on track. This class is for you. We also welcome those
who are inquiring about the Christian faith for the first time.
Come and invite a friend to join you.

 Adam Behr — Houston Community College, Houston, TX

 Nicholas Fly —
Wayne State College,
Wayne, NE

 Jessica
Olmstead —
University of
Nebraska,
Omaha, NE

 Griffin
Peterson —
University of
Nebraska,
Lincoln, NE

 Krista Townsend —
Metropolitan Community College, Omaha,
NE
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OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD
Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2017 our missionaries
abroad are:
Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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During this year of Reformation 500, we are taking a closer look at the Ten Commandments. In
February, we started with the first commandment.
Each commandment encourages serious, thoughtful, and truthful self-examination so that you may
heartily and sincerely confess, “God be merciful
to me as a sinner.”

The Seventh Commandment
You Shall Not Steal.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we
do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in
any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.
My God has given me my property and goods that I might
serve my family and neighbor with His gifts.
 Have I been lazy at work, doing poor work in school or at
my job, or working only when the teacher or boss is around?
 Have I been stingy in paying my workers?
 Have I been greedy, demanding best pay for poor work?
 Have I worked for myself rather than for Christ and for
the benefit of my neighbor?
 Have I cared for property in the neighborhood, church,
and school so that it is improved?
 Have I stolen from office, school, church, or from my
neighbor?
 Have I stood by silently while others took what was not
theirs?
 Have I stolen information from another’s work?
 Have I wasted time, food, and money by my neglect?
 Have I been stingy when it comes to giving to the Lord a
generous portion as a thank offering for all He has given
to me?
 Have I stolen from my neighbor by not helping him in
time of need?

Page 5

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Myrene Abels, Dan
Ekfelt, Mary Hogue,
Becky Hurt, Arnie
Jacobson, Rod & Karen Lorang, Tamra
Moffett, Emily Standley, Don Weihe & Janet Zulfer.
...the recruitment of Sunday School teachers for
this fall’s staff.
...our Mount Olive youth
who go to college this
fall.
...the seed of God’s
Word planted in our
VBS children, that it
would sprout, grow,
and bear fruit.
...that God would bring
new people into our
Mount Olive family
that we can help grow
into Christ.
...Peace International
Center (44th & Grover)
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Mt. Olive Prayer
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If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
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Annual BBQ
Thank You

Thank you to Barb Stacy
and for taking the finished
newsletter to the downtown
post office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti

Annual BBQ
Thank You

Gardeners
Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
and Barb Stacy for helping
with the July Messenger.
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Do you have an overabundance of produce from
your garden? Project Hope
would like to encourage
you to donate it. Fresh produce provides many micronutrients and fiber, not to
mention variety, that typical food donations do not.
Many of their clients never
receive fresh produce. They
would love to receive your
extra harvest this summer.
You can drop off donations
Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday from
10am—3pm. Always call
402-453-7649 first to make
sure someone is there.

Ponca Hills Volunteer Fire
Department at 12919 Ponca Road is having its annual BBQ on Sunday, August
20th, from noon until 6:00
p.m. This is a family event
featuring BBQ beef, sweet
corn, kids’ games, and fire
department water fights.

Thank You
I would like to thank all
who sent cards and said
prayers for me during my
knee surgery recovery. Also, thank you to those who
came and sat with me in
the days following the surgery. Thank you.
—Becky Hurt
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Little Free Pantry of Mount Olive

MAMAP
The Metro Area Motorist
Assist Program, MAMAP,
is currently looking for
volunteers to assist motorists in the Omaha area.
Volunteers work weekdays
from 6 to 10 a.m. and 2 to
6 p.m. They offer nonemergency assistance by
providing fuel and oil, tire
changes, jump starts,
providing directions or
towing arrangements. New
volunteers are asked to
complete four hours of
CPR training, a four hour
defensive driving class,
and four hours of additional training. Volunteers who
might not feel as equipped
to provide all of the services above are encouraged
to volunteer to ride along
with other volunteers. For
more information about
volunteering, contact Lt.
Kevin Bridges at 402-3313333.
Stranded motorists can
reach MAMAP by calling
800-525-5555 or by dialing
*55 on their cellphone or
other devices.
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We have an ongoing collection for
our “Little Free Pantry.” This small
cabinet with non-perishable food
items, paper goods, and other items
sits outside of Mount Olive. It is
accessible 24 hours per day to anyone. There aren’t any applications to
fill out or set hours of operation. The
pantry will be stocked by donations
from all of us but can also be stocked
by a concerned neighbor. Please, no
glass jars or expired food. Below are needed items. You can
place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in the old
nursery room right behind the doorway.























applesauce
baby food
baked beans
bean soup
beef stew
bran cereals
bread
bread and muffin mixes
canned and dried beans
canned chili
canned chicken
canned tomato products
canned tuna or salmon
canned fruit/vegetables
cold & hot cereal/oatmeal
dried fruit
dry noodles and pasta
evaporated milk
flour
fruit juice
graham crackers























granola bars
honey
infant cereal and formula
instant breakfast drinks
jelly and jam
macaroni and cheese
mayonnaise
noodle mixes
pancake mix
peanut butter
popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice
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Dear Mount Olive Family,
First, I want to apologize for not getting this
letter to you all sooner. I have written and rewritten this letter at least a hundred times.
I wanted to express my appreciation for each
of you. I wanted to let you all know how
thankful I am that you saw the girl, and not
the situation. I have read comments/opinions
about Emily on news forums and they were
hurtful and mean. But you all sent encouraging cards, texts, placed calls, and even said
prayers. Words cannot express how thankful
our family truly is.

Page 9
had a moment
and started to
question my
faith, I received a visit
and a call out
of the blue.
Without all of
your prayers and support I would not have
been able to be as strong as I was both mentally and spiritually.
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My son Roland will be baptized at Mount
Olive because I cannot think of a better family to receive him into Christ’s family.

I wanted to express my appreciation for each
of you. I wanted to let you all know how
thankful I am that you saw the girl, and not
the situation. I have read comments/opinions
about Emily on news forums and they were
hurtful and mean. But you all sent encouraging cards, texts, placed calls, and even said
prayers. Words cannot express how thankful
our family truly is.

The night of Emily’s accident, I sat with her
in the ICU, and prayed for forgiveness and
strength, and my prayers were answered in
the form of all of you. In our family’s darkest
hour, YOU ALL have been a light. When I

As I close this letter, again I say THANK
YOU. You are all the kindest, most wonderful
group of people. Brothers and sisters in Christ,
I will always be proud to call my family.
Sincerely, Chelsea Standley
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The heat and humidity challenged us again this
year, but the knights and ladies helping with
this year’s VBS prevailed. “A Mighty Fortress-In Jesus the Victory is Won” helped us spread
the love of GOD. We hosted a total of 52 children with a nightly average of 38 students.

son, Betsy Kosch, Paul Kosch, Teresa Kuti,
Melissa Lorang, Stephanie Markham, Sharon McDonald, Robbie Moffett, Jr., Robbie Moffett, Sr., Victor Padron, Peggy Posey, Jada Shannon, Gloria Sorensen, Barb
Stacy, Amanda Steckelberg, Connie Townsend, Kailyn Townsend, Kelsea Schulewitz,
Krista Townsend, Kristi Townsend, Mike
Townsend, Sr., Amanda Volksen, Anne
Wegner, Bella Wegner, Bonnie White,
Debbie Wismont, and Jeri Ziegler.
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Many thanks to everyone who helped make
this year’s VBS a success. There were no
small or unimportant jobs. It was a team effort. Thank you to Ashley Batten, Ruth Benish, Jill Clausen, Savannah Dunavan,
Phontane Fouther-Lee, Dixie Gerhart,
Laura Hogan, Aryanna Hogue, Mary and
Dustin Hogue, Arnie Jacobson, Pastor
Jank, Sarah Jank, Suzan Jank, Joan John-

If I have forgotten anyone, my apologies.
Thanks to all of you, especially the bakers
who made Friday night’s meet-and-greet such
a success.
—Jody Wells-Padron
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My son Roland will be baptized at Mount
Olive because I cannot think of a better family to receive him into Christ’s family.
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Sam Lorang — Kindergarten
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Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang —
1st/2nd/3rd
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Nelson Kosch —4th/5th/6th

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in July.

Austin Wegner —High School
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Nelson Kosch —4th/5th/6th

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in July.

Austin Wegner —High School
Congratulations!!

Congratulations!!

Directory Changes

Directory Changes

Lutheran Family Services is celebrating 125 years of Expressing God’s Love for ALL People
on Saturday, September 23. A cocktail reception will begin at 5 p.m. with dinner following at 6
p.m. at Embassy Suites at 12520 Westport Parkway in Lavista, Nebraska. The keynote speaker
will be Steve Pemberton. Steve is the Chief Diversity Officer at Walgreens and bestselling author of A Chance in the World: An Orphan Boy, a Mysterious Past and How He Found a Place
Called Home, soon to be a major motion picture. For more information, visit LFSneb.org/fia17,
call (402) 591-5063 or email development@LFSneb.org.
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Faith Lutheran Church and School in Lincoln is hosting a seminar with
Dr. Paul L. Maier on Saturday, August 19. “Martin Luther and the Reformation” will be from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Dr. Maier is a Professor of Ancient History at Western Michigan University and is one of the country’s
leading authorities on the biblical world and a widely acclaimed author
and speaker. The cost is $5 per person. More information is available
online at faithlincoln.org. Tickets are available by calling 402-466-6861.
Faith Lutheran Church is located at 8701 Adams St., Lincoln, Nebraska.
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