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God’s vivifying Word cleaves the darkness of humanity’s sin and death, 

accomplishing the rescue mission on which He speaks it forth. Turned in upon 

ourselves, the ground of our hearts at different times in our lives is hard-

packed, rock-infested, and thorn-choked until God’s merciful speaking creates 

fertile, receptive soil in which the vivifying Word of His Gospel finds 

purchase, takes root, and bears much fruit. Through the Spirit’s ministry of 

God’s Word and Sacraments, we receive the adoption as beloved sons and 

daughters crying out, “Abba! Father!” 
 
P R E L U D E  

 

W E L C O M E    

 Please fill out the attendance registration sheet. 

 

R I N G I N G  O F  T H E  C A R I L L O N  

Stand 
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Sunday Worship..................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 

Education Hour .................................................................... 10:20 a.m. 

Office – 402.455.8700 ........................................ FAX – 402.455.8701 

email: MountOlv@msn.com .............. website: MountOliveOmaha.com 

 

Welcome to Mount Olive Lutheran Church as we rejoice in the Spirit’s gifts, receive 

God’s Word and become refreshed to go forth and serve again in Jesus’ name.  
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I N V O C A T I O N  

 

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  (Psalm 65:2-4a) 

 O You who hears prayer, 

to You shall all flesh come. 

 When iniquities prevail against me, 

You atone for our transgressions. 

 Blessed is the one You choose and bring near, 

to dwell in Your courts! 
 

C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  

 Abba! Father! 

How easily we turn a deaf ear to Your living voice in Your Word both 

when You call us to honest account for our thoughts, words, and actions, 

and also when You speak graciously of Your tender fatherly love for us. 

By living according to our self-centered plans for success, we live the lie 

that we are somehow indebted to the flesh to fulfill its lustful desires. Have 

mercy on us, O God, forgive our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

 

People loved by Jesus, you have not received the spirit of slavery to fall back 

into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons and daughters, 

by whom we cry together: 

“Abba! Father!” 

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus and by His authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

 
O P E N I N G  H Y M N  

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Green 250 

 

Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

G A T H E R I N G  
 

We Enter God’s Presence. 
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Gracious God, I come before thee; Come thou also unto me; 

Where we find thee and adore thee, There a heav’n on earth must be. 

To my heart, oh, enter thou, Let it be thy temple now! 
 

Here thy praise is gladly chanted, Here thy seed is duly sown; 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 

 

Thou my faith increase and quicken, Let me keep thy gift divine; 

How-so-e’er temptations thicken, May thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 

 

Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, Let thy will be done indeed; 

May I undisturbed draw near thee While thou dost thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 

 
A P O S T O L I C  G R E E T I N G  

 
H Y M N  O F  P R A I S E  
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P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

F I R S T  L E S S O N   

Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word will accomplish God’s purpose. 

 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there 

until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed 

to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my 

mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 

purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in 

joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall 

burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of 

the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 

myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that 

shall not be cut off. (NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 

P S A L M  6 5 : 9 - 1 3  (antiphon v. 5) 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our sal- | 

vation,* the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the | farthest seas. 

Cantor: You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full 

of | water;* you provide their grain, for so you have pre- | pared it. 

You water its furrows abundantly, settling its | ridges,* softening it with 

showers, and bless- | ing its growth. 

Cantor: You crown the year with your | bounty;* your wagon tracks overflow with a- | 

bundance. 

The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,* the hills gird them- | selves 

with joy, 

W O R D  
 

We Hear God’s Word. 
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Cantor: the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck them- | selves 

with grain,* they shout and sing together | for joy. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

As it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Cantor: By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our sal- | 

vation,* the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the | farthest seas. 

 
S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

Romans 8:12-17 

The Spirit of God leads the children of God. 

 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 

to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led 

by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When 

we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 

glorified with him. (NRSV) 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! (shouted) 

 
Stand 

 
G O S P E L  A C C L A M A T I O N  
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H O L Y  G O S P E L  

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The parable of the sower and the seed. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! (shouted) 

 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 

whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, 

saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 

the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 

ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 

they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 

they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 

forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 

listen! Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was 

sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 

person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 

one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 

choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, 

this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 

and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 

thirty.” (NRSV) 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ! (shouted) 

 
Sit 
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S E R M O N  

 
Stand 

 
H Y M N  O F  T H E  D A Y  

Almighty God, Your Word is Cast Green 234 
 

Almighty God, your Word is cast Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend And righteous fruits abound. 
 

Let not the sly satanic foe This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart To bring forth fruits of love. 
 

Let not the world’s deceitful cares The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundred-fold The fruits of peace and joy. 
 

So when the precious seed is sown, Your quick’ning grace bestow, 

That all whose souls the truth receive Its saving pow’r may know. 
 

A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y  

. . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

. . . one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
S H A R I N G  O F  T H E  P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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Please share the reconciliation we have with God with one another by greeting 

those around you with a hearty handshake and the words, “Peace be with you.” 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 
G A T H E R I N G  O F  T I T H E S  A N D  O F F E R I N G S  

Please fill out the attendance registration sheet in your pew, if you have not 

already done so. Visitors, you are our guests and are not expected to make a 

contribution. As the offerings of bread, wine and money are brought forward, 

please stand. 
 

M U S I C  A T  O F F E R I N G  

 Organ 

 
O F F E R T O R Y  

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M E A L  
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R  

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
P R E F A C E  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 
 

S A N C T U S  
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E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

Holy God, holy and mighty, . . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

 

 
 

With this bread and cup . . . all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, . . . sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Holy and benevolent God, . . . in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  (join hands) 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven . . .  

 
I N V I T A T I O N  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
D I S T R I B U T I O N  

If you believe that those who commune receive in, with and under the bread and 

wine of this sacrament the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and that receiving the sacrament is a public witness to 

your oneness in faith in the teachings of our church, you are invited to join us at 

the Lord’s Table. Newcomers are asked to read and sign a communion 

registration card from the hymnal rack as a sign of your agreement with its 

statements and give it to an usher. 
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For the Fruits of His Creation Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos (760) 

 

For the fruits of His creation, Thanks be to God. 

For His gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, Thanks be to God. 

 

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done. 

In our worldwide task of caring For the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done. 

 

For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

C O M M U N I O N  B L E S S I N G 

 

P O S T - C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

Sit 
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V B S  S T A F F  C O M M I S S I O N I N G  

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Stand 

 
B E N E D I C T I O N  

 

C L O S I N G  H Y M N 

On What Has Now Been Sown Green 261 

 

On what has now been sown Your blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is yours alone To make it sprout and grow. 

O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, And yours alone shall be the praise! 

 

To you our wants are known, From you are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is your own And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive And to your Word a blessing give. 

 

Oh, grant that each of us, Now met before you here,  

May meet together thus When you and yours appear, 

And follow you to heav’n, our home. E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 

 
D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

P O S T L U D E 

Introduction, Opening Sentences and Confession/Absolution are from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 2017 copyright © 2017 

Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty is in the public domain. Hymn of Praise, Gospel 

Acclamation, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer endings and Lamb of God are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evanglical Lutheran 

Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14075. Psalm 65 and Psalm Tone G are from Lutheran Service 

Book copyright © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of Concordia Publishing House License #000010765. Almighty 

God, Your Word is Cast is in the public domain. Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful text and tune copyright © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, 

admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. Offering Prayer is from Lutheran Book of Worship 

copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. God First Made a Fruitful Garden text copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing 

House. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. God First Made a Fruitful Garden tune in the public domain. For the Fruits of 

His Creation text copyright © 1970 Hope Publishing House. Used by permission of OneLicense.net #A708099. On What Has Now Been 

Sown is in the public domain. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

S E N D I N G 
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N E X T  S U N D A Y  – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost (Year A - Pr. 11): Isaiah 44:6-8;  

 Psalm 119:57-64; Romans 8:18-27; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 
��� ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP TODAY ��� 

ACOLYTE ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Austin Wegner 

ASSISTING MINISTER ------------------------------------------------------- Arnie Jacobson 

CANTOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Dan Schreiber 

EUCHARISTIC GIFTS ------------------------------------------ Dixie Gerhart, Suzan Jank 

LECTOR --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Marsha Behr 

ORGANIST ------------------------------------------------------------------- Rosalie Soodsma 

PREACHER --------------------------------------------------------------------- Max Williams 

 
��� LAST SUNDAY AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

��� THIS WEEK AT MOUNT OLIVE ��� 

TODAY - WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

  HEALTH & MEDICATION COUNSELING 

  MESSENGER ARTICLES DUE 

MONDAY—FRIDAY VBS/MIGHTY FORTRESS-------------- 6:00—8:00 P.M. 

FRIDAY - VBS CLOSING PROGRAM ---------------------- 8:00 P.M. 

SUNDAY - WORSHIP ----------------------------------------- 9:00 A.M. 

  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR -------------- 10:20 A.M. 

 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS HOUR — During the Christian Education Hour in the Fellowship Hall, 

Pastor Jank will lead us as we continue our discussion of the video-enhanced topic: “A Man 

Named Martin Luther—the Moment.” Grab a cup of coffee and join us.  

THANK YOU— We thank Max Williams for proclaiming God’s Word to us in the sermon this 

morning. 

VBS MISSIONS— Each year we pick worthy causes that our VBS will help. This year we have 

chosen Orphan Grain Train and our own Little Food Pantry. We will be collecting used 

backpacks to send to Orphan Grain Train and non-perishable food items to be used in our 

pantry. You are also welcome to make a monetary donation. Simply put your donation in an 

envelope and mark, “VBS Missions” and place in the collection plate. Your prayers are 

equally as important, so please remember these missions in prayer.  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — The VBS Closing program is Friday, July 21, at 8:00 P.M. 

Everyone is welcome to join us. There will be a cookie and punch reception afterwards.  

Worship Attendance .......................................... 86 

Communion ....................................................... 71 

Sunday School  .................................................. 10 

Staff .....................................................................3 

Bible Class ....................................................... 26 

Offering .........................................................3828 

Needed Weekly .............................................4905 

Specials .......................................................... 100 

First Time Worshippers Last Sunday - 2 
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ELECTRONIC GIVING DOESN’T TAKE VACATIONS — This summer, if you can’t make it 

to church due to travel or other commitments, we encourage you to automate your regular 

donations. Mount Olive relies on the consistent financial support of the congregation and 

electronic giving offers an easy way to give on a recurring basis. Pick up an authorization 

form. We thank you for your continued support!  

MARTIN LUTHER — “It is hardly to be expected that the gospel, which has now again come to 

the fore, will fare any better among us and among you than it did at the time of Christ and 

the apostles, indeed, since the beginning of the world. For not only the evangelists, but all 

the prophets as well, complain that covetousness and concern for this world’s goods hinder 

the gospel greatly from bearing fruit. Indeed, the precious word of God sometimes falls 

among thorns and is choked (Matt. 13:22) so that it proves unfruitful.” LW 45:317-18 

NON-ALCOHOLIC WINE — For those who need to avoid alcohol and yet want to commune 

with their fellow Mount Olive brothers and sisters, the very center glass in each communion 

tray now has non-alcoholic wine in it for your reception. We encourage its use. Please speak 

with Pastor Jank if you have questions.  

STEWARDSHIP — “So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh.” (Romans 8:12) We owe the flesh, the world, and the devil nothing at all. We are not 

debtors to these enemies: we are freed by the blood of Christ. We are joyful servants in 

Christ’s kingdom – servants that He calls friends. We share our Lord’s plans and purposes – 

and this gives direction and purpose to our lives.  

PRESCHOOL CLOSING — Bethany Lutheran Preschool has closed its doors after many years 

of service in the community. They will be hosting a preschool closing sale this Friday, July 

21, from noon to 4:00 pm and Saturday, July 22, from 9:00 am to noon. There are a lot of 

books, toys, and learning supplies to select from. You may also shop by appointment if you 

cannot make those sale dates. Call the church office at 402-558-6212 to set up an 

appointment. Everything is cash and carry. Please help support this preschool one last time 

and shop at Bethany Lutheran, 5151 NW Radial Hwy. Joan Johnson, one of our members, 

has been teaching at this preschool in recent years. 

OUR MISSIONARIES — We invite your continued prayerful and financial support of our 

missionaries abroad: Julie Lutz and family in Papua, New Guinea (medical missionary), and 

Rev. David and Mrs. Barbara Bush in Macau. Note their letters on the north hall bulletin 

board.  

Praying for Our Parish in 2017 
Let us remember each other in prayer during the week that we celebrate the anniversary of one’s Baptism. 

July 20 

Alexis Brown 

July 20 

Charly Peterson 

July 21 

Dan Hurt 

July 21 

Evelyn Misiolek 

July 22 

Rosemary Block 

July 16, 2017 (A) SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PR. 10) 
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