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We’re excited about Mount Olive’s Vacation Bible School to be
held July 17 - 21. This year’s theme is Mighty Fortress: In Jesus,
the Victory Is Won!
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Kids ages four through the sixth grade will have a fun time at
Mighty Fortress. Kids can come early for Tournament Games,
followed by Stronghold Storytelling, Festival Crafts and Great
Hall Snacks. We will learn how to praise Him in Majestic Music
for the victory He has won.
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Help us distribute VBS door hangers.
Sunday, July 9th, at 11:30 a.m.

402-455-8700

L U T H E R A N
O L I V E

There is no cost to participate, so invite your friends, family,
neighbors, classmates, teammates and playmates. To register,
forms are available in the church bulletin, call the church office
at 402-455-8700, or download a registration form at
www.mountoliveomaha.com. VBS 2017 will be a Victory!
- Jody Wells-Padron
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Have you heard the story about the poor lady
who, years ago, was deeply disturbed? She
didn’t have the money to pay her rent. Anxiously she waited for the police show up to
serve eviction papers. That would start the
process which would remove her from her
home.
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When her pastor heard of her troubles, he
went to her house. He took with him the
money to help her pay the rent. Standing before her door, he knocked. He knocked again,
but received no answer. He tried the back
door. He even rapped on the window. Finally, there was no other choice left but for the
minister to walk away, still carrying the rent
money in hand. Now the sad point of the story is this: the woman was at home all along.
She thought it was a representative from the
court coming with a notice of eviction. As a
result, she had locked every door and pulled
the shades on all of her windows. She was so
afraid of being seen, she stayed shut away in
her bedroom. She never allowed herself to
take a peek to see who was pounding at her
doors. She never knew that it was a friend
who, in love, was offering her a gift which
could change her life.
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That story describes many people, some of
whom you know. Life has so battered some.
Friends and loved ones have so betrayed and
deceived them that they have concluded God’s
love should be confined to fairy tales. They
think every gift must come with some kind of
catch. They have resigned themselves to living
their days in depression and despair, burdened
with the guilt of past sins and troubles. And
yet all along, “God so loved the world that He
gave His only-begotten Son” to save them.

God has spoken to our hearts. He now wants
to use us to speak God’s words to the lost
around us: “I have loved you so much I gave
my only Son, so that whoever believes on
Him will not die, but will be given eternal life.
Don’t remain in darkness when my Son, your
Savior Jesus, wishes to give you light, peace,
and hope. I have no tricks, no small print, no
hidden agendas. I simply love you and want to
save you. I want to see you moved from where
you are to the forgiveness and freedom I want
to give you. I love you, but I will not force
you. I have what you most need, but I will not
force you to receive it.”
To have heard that message ourselves and to
be thrilled by it has changed our life. How
can it not change the lives of those around
us? But they need to hear it. In many cases,
they need to hear it from us.
We Mount Olive Christians are an outpost of
people with the message of God’s love. Pray
that the Holy Spirit would equip you to be
ready for every opportunity to give “an accounting for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter
3:15).
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr.
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Independence Day Celebration
Monday, July 3, 2017
You won’t want to miss the fifth annual party held at the
Kosch’s residence on Monday, July 3, 2017, from 5:30—
10:30 p.m. to celebrate Independence Day. Mount Olive and
all of its family, neighbors, and friends are welcome to join in.
There will be bounce houses for the kids, a bonfire, trampoline, horseshoes, chicken rides, swing sets, and lots of food.
Grilling will start at 6:00 P.M. with hotdogs, brats, buns,
chips, salads, plates, utensils, condiments, ice water and lemonade, all provided. You are invited to bring a bag of chips or
dip or a dessert to share if you like. There will be a DJ with
music and karaoke.
At 10:00 P.M. “Big Bob’s Fireworks choreographed to
Music Extravaganza” will begin. Come for the food or fireworks or both! All are welcome.
The address is 12652 County Road 36, Blair, NE, 68008. If
you get lost, please call 402-253-7324.

VBS FOOD
LIST
Can you help with the VBS
food needs? These items can
be brought any time and
placed in the kitchen. If perishable, please place in the
left refrigerator. Please mark
your donations, VBS. Money donations can be put in the
collection plate marked VBS
2017.



Whole wheat bread, (4)
loaves




Cheese spread, (3) jars
Cheez-It crackers, (2)
boxes
Bugle snacks, (2) bags
Cheerios type cereal, (1)
large box
Corn Chex cereal, (1)
large box (store brand)
Wheat Chex cereal, (1)
large box (store brand)
Pretzel Sticks, (3) bags
M & M’s, plain, (1)
large bag (no peanut)
Fruit by the Foot, (10)
boxes
Graham Crackers, (3)
boxes (store brand)





VBS Mission Project
Each year we pick worthy causes that our VBS will help. This
year we have chosen Orphan Grain Train and our own Little
Food Pantry. We will be collecting used backpacks to send to
Orphan Grain Train and non-perishable food items to be used
in our pantry. You are also welcome to make a monetary donation. Simply put your donation in an envelope and mark,
“VBS Missions.” Place in the collection plate. Your prayers are
equally as important, so please remember these missions in prayer.







(Continued on page 10)
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The Nebraska District is pleased and
excited to offer Prairie Fire: Building
Bridges on Saturday, August 5, at
Concordia University, Seward. District
President Richard Snow will help us
examine “Why is Community Important?”, while special guest speaker
Rev. Greg Finke will give insight and
tools to help answer “What is My
Part in My Community?”

OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD

A rich offering of breakout sessions by passionate and
knowledgeable presenters will fill the day. Session topics
and presenters include:
• United in Christ, for the Church and the World –
Rev. Richard Snow
• Living as an Everyday Missionary – Rev. Greg Finke
• Building Relationships with our Muslim Neighbors –
Rev. Jim Haack and Emad Tawadrous
• Healthy Relationships: Why and How – Rev. Justin
Hannemann
• Engaging the Wandering (inactives) – Rev. Todd Kollbaum
• Building Relationships Through Educational Opportunities – Eunice McCarty and Bethany Werner
• Demographics – Nathan Meier
• Jesus is the Boss That Builds the Bridges … Through
You! – Rev. Dr. Brent Smith
• The Fruit of Life Together – Rev. Dustin Lappe and
Tony Sanchez
• Every One His Witness – Rev. Mark Wood
• How to Reach and Keep Millennials in the Church –
Rev. Keith Haney
• Starting New Ministries – Rev. Peter Meier
• Operation Barnabas – Rev. Michael Moreno
• Parish Nursing Convocation – Christine Blanke
(Continued on page 10)

Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2017 our missionaries
abroad are:
Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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During this year of Reformation 500, we are going to take a closer look at the Ten Commandments. In February, we started with the first commandment. Each commandment encourages serious, thoughtful, and truthful self-examination so
that you may heartily and sincerely confess,
“God be merciful to me as a sinner.”

The Sixth Commandment
You Shall Not Commit Adultery.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we
live a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and
husband and wife should love and honor each other.

Page 5

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Myrene Abels, Dan
Ekfelt, Becky Hurt,
Arnie Jacobson, Joan
Kowalski, Rod & Karen Lorang, Bill Pugh,
Emily Standley, Don
Weihe, Jody WellsPadron, Margaret
Wille, & Janet Zulfer.

My God has given me the gift of sexuality that I might love
and honor my spouse selflessly and for the procreation of
children.
...our Vacation Bible
 Have I used for my own pleasure my ears to hear stories that
School July 17-21.
incite cravings of the body for one who is not my spouse?
 Have I used my mouth to tell such stories?
...the recruitment of Sunday School teachers for
 Have I indulged my eyes with longing for my sexual satthis fall’s staff.
isfaction from a man or woman who is not my spouse?
 Have I dishonored marriage by ridicule, divorce, or ne...our need to grow into a
glecting to encourage others to be faithful to their spouses
more zealous, commitin the fear of God?
ted and sharing congre Have I had sexual intercourse with a man or women not
gation.
my spouse?
 Have I dishonored my spouse by neglecting to care for
my spouse’s body, mind, feelings, and needs, withdrawing faithfulness from my spouse?
 Have I failed to trust God to bless us in our marriage,
even in times of trouble?
 Have I neglected to pray for my spouse, to attend Sunday morning worship together, to live
in the fear and love of God in times of sexual temptation?
 Have I used pornography?
 Have I engaged in homosexual thoughts, word, or deeds, or given approval to homosexual activity?

M O U N T

O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

During this year of Reformation 500, we are going to take a closer look at the Ten Commandments. In February, we started with the first commandment. Each commandment encourages serious, thoughtful, and truthful self-examination so
that you may heartily and sincerely confess,
“God be merciful to me as a sinner.”

The Sixth Commandment
You Shall Not Commit Adultery.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we
live a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and
husband and wife should love and honor each other.

Page 5

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Myrene Abels, Dan
Ekfelt, Becky Hurt,
Arnie Jacobson, Joan
Kowalski, Rod & Karen Lorang, Bill Pugh,
Emily Standley, Don
Weihe, Jody WellsPadron, Margaret
Wille, & Janet Zulfer.

My God has given me the gift of sexuality that I might love
and honor my spouse selflessly and for the procreation of
children.
...our Vacation Bible
 Have I used for my own pleasure my ears to hear stories that
School July 17-21.
incite cravings of the body for one who is not my spouse?
 Have I used my mouth to tell such stories?
...the recruitment of Sunday School teachers for
 Have I indulged my eyes with longing for my sexual satthis fall’s staff.
isfaction from a man or woman who is not my spouse?
 Have I dishonored marriage by ridicule, divorce, or ne...our need to grow into a
glecting to encourage others to be faithful to their spouses
more zealous, commitin the fear of God?
ted and sharing congre Have I had sexual intercourse with a man or women not
gation.
my spouse?
 Have I dishonored my spouse by neglecting to care for
my spouse’s body, mind, feelings, and needs, withdrawing faithfulness from my spouse?
 Have I failed to trust God to bless us in our marriage,
even in times of trouble?
 Have I neglected to pray for my spouse, to attend Sunday morning worship together, to live
in the fear and love of God in times of sexual temptation?
 Have I used pornography?
 Have I engaged in homosexual thoughts, word, or deeds, or given approval to homosexual activity?

M O U N T

O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

Page 6

M O U N T

O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H

Mt. Olive Prayer
Chain

If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at

townsend.kristi@gmail.com

townsend.kristi@gmail.com

Summer Travel

Summer Travel
Thank You

Gardeners

Thank you to Barb Stacy
and Bonnie White for taking the finished newsletter to
the downtown post office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti
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Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with the
June Messenger.
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Do you have an overabundance of produce from
your garden? Project Hope
would like to encourage
you to donate it. Fresh produce provides many micronutrients and fiber, not to
mention variety, that typical food donations do not.
Many of their clients never
receive fresh produce. They
would love to receive your
extra harvest this summer.
You can drop off donations
Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday from
10am—3pm. Always call
402-453-7649 first to make
sure someone is there.

If traveling this summer,
consider what city you will
be in on Sunday morning
for public worship. Access
the website for the LCMS
(www.lcms.org) and get all
the information you need
on service times, maps, etc.
Worshipping in another
congregation can be invigorating.
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Respite Care for
Caregivers
Are you involved in offering support to someone in
your family with a chronic
health concern, either from
a distance or in your own
home? If so, you are a family caregiver. So often
those of us that are assisting loved ones do not consider themselves to be caregivers, even though that is
what they are. Caregivers
often struggle with fatigue,
and health issues of their
own, stemming from decreased time and energy to
take care of themselves.
The Nebraska Respite Network, connects caregivers
with respite care providers
who provide respite breaks
to caregivers and their families. For more information,
contact Ellen at 402-9968444 or 1-866-RESPITE.
— Elle Bennett, Respite
Resource Coordinator,
Nebraska Respite Network
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Little Free Pantry of Mount Olive
We have an ongoing collection for
our “Little Free Pantry.” This small
cabinet with non-perishable food
items, paper goods, and other items
sits outside of Mount Olive. It is
accessible 24 hours per day to anyone. There aren’t any applications to
fill out or set hours of operation. The
pantry will be stocked by donations
from all of us but can also be stocked
by a concerned neighbor. Please, no
glass jars or expired food. Below are needed items. You can
place your items inside the marked cabinet that is in the old
nursery room right behind the doorway.























applesauce
baby food
baked beans
bean soup
beef stew
bran cereals
bread
bread and muffin mixes
canned and dried beans
canned chili
canned chicken
canned tomato products
canned tuna or salmon
canned fruit/vegetables
cold & hot cereal/oatmeal
dried fruit
dry noodles and pasta
evaporated milk
flour
fruit juice
graham crackers























granola bars
honey
infant cereal and formula
instant breakfast drinks
jelly and jam
macaroni and cheese
mayonnaise
noodle mixes
pancake mix
peanut butter
popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice
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“I will bless you …, so that you will be a
blessing” (Genesis 12:2). The Lord blessed
Abraham so that he would be a blessing. How
did He bless Abraham? He promised that
from His seed would come the savior of the
nations. And Abraham believed that promise,
trusted that the Lord would provide it just as
He had promised. Thus, everything Abraham
did was colored by that promise. He willingly
gave of himself and his household in service
to the Lord in view of that promise.

“I will bless you …, so that you will be a
blessing” (Genesis 12:2). The Lord blessed
Abraham so that he would be a blessing. How
did He bless Abraham? He promised that
from His seed would come the savior of the
nations. And Abraham believed that promise,
trusted that the Lord would provide it just as
He had promised. Thus, everything Abraham
did was colored by that promise. He willingly
gave of himself and his household in service
to the Lord in view of that promise.

Our Father in heaven has richly blessed us.
Not only has He given us everything that we
need to support this body and life, but He has
also provided that promised seed in His Son,
our Lord, Jesus Christ. He is the savior of the
nations. He is the redeemer of the world. He is
the one who has conquered sin, death, and the
power of the devil by His death, resurrection,
and ascension.
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Just as we are richly blessed, we are also
thereby freed to be a blessing. Since God has
endowed us with His gifts, we are set to endow others. Thus, we give of the blessings we
have received so that others may be blessed.

We do this in our homes, our communities,
and our churches. We press the blessings God
has lavished upon us in service to those
around us. We use our time, our talents, and
our treasures to be a blessing even as they
have been a blessing to us.
The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us to be a
blessing to others. So, whenever you put that
envelope in the collection plate, when you set
out to serve at the local food pantry, when you
sit down to help your kids with homework,
think of this: The Lord has blessed you, so
that you will be a blessing.

Bethany Lutheran Church (5151 NW
Radial Hwy) presents Parenting 101:
Parenting For the Future. These free
classes on parenting will be Thursdays
July 6, 13, 20, and 27, from 6:00—
8:00 p.m. Every week is different with
topics including Raising Readers, Parenting Toddlers and Preschoolers,
Another Way to Be Smart and Teen Talk. Snacks will be served at 6:00 p.m. and the presentation will begin at 6:15 p.m. Childcare will be provided. If you would like more information, call
402-558-6212. A flyer is hanging on the north hallway bulletin board.
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Put Your Heart Into Retirement
Retirement is full of choices. And you have
the opportunity to make a decision now that
can change your life!
You have talents, skills and life experience
that can be invaluable to your church, nonprofit organizations and people in need. Why
not follow your heart to make a difference in
any way you choose?
Follow your values
These and other websites can help you match
your interests to organizations or causes that
reflect your values:
• Volunteermatch.org
• Networkforgood.org
• Serve.gov
• lcms.org/mercy-work (LCMS World
Relief)

munity, another state or around the world
with partner families in need of simple, affordable housing. Thrivent Financial also offers volunteer opportunities through its local
member groups, called chapters.
For more than 100 years, Thrivent has been
helping people be wise with money and live
generously. To find out more about volunteer
opportunities offered by Thrivent, contact
Sarah Jank, Financial Associate at 402-9054299 or sarah.jank@thrivent.com today, or
visit Thrivent.com.
This article provided compliments of
Thrivent Financial and Sarah Jank,
Financial Associate, 402.905.4229
sarah.jank@thrivent.com.
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Laugh often. Love deeply. Live generously.
Whether you’ve been volunteering for years
or haven’t had a chance to get involved,
sometimes it takes a little guidance to take
the next step. Your local Thrivent Financial
representative can show you how to take advantage of unique programs that help
strengthen communities. For example, with
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity,
you can help build homes in your own com-
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This summer, if you can’t make it to church due to travel or other commitments, we encourage
you to automate your regular donations. Mount Olive relies on the consistent financial support
of the congregation and electronic giving offers an easy way to give on a recurring basis. Pick up
an authorization form. We thank you for your continued support!
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Chesney Kosch, Benjamin Lorang — Pre-school
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Sam Lorang — Kindergarten
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Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang,
Elliora Gronberg — 1st/2nd/3rd

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah Lorang,
Elliora Gronberg — 1st/2nd/3rd

Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend,
Grant Wegner —4th/5th/6th
Annalie Gronberg, Aryanna Hogue, Kailyn
Townsend, Austin Wegner, Isabella Wegner —
7th/8th

These Sunday School students had
perfect attendance in June.
Congratulations!!
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Myrene Abels: Bickford Assisted Living, 7337 Hickory St,
Rm#313, Omaha NE 68124-1677
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Hygiene Kit Assembly – Thrivent Financial

A special ingathering for hygiene kit items will take place at
Prairie Fire. Items collected during registration will be packed
into hygiene kits throughout the day. At the end of the day,
participants are invited to take packed kits home with them
and distribute them to elderly, fixed-income, single-parent, or
other households in their community. This is one way to care
for or build relationships with others. Find a full list of ingathering items on the website at ndlcms.org/prairie_fire.
Registration information is now available to view, download,
and print from the District website at www.ndlcms.org/
prairie_fire/, or register online with a credit card. Registrations are due July 17. Invite others to join you in a carload
and register today!

(Continued from page 3)

(Continued from page 4)



•






Cream Cheese, (2) packages
Marshmallow Fluff, (1)
jar
Ranch Dressing, (1)
large bottle
Red Presweetened Koolaid, (14) containers
15 dozen homemade (or
close to) cookies for the
Closing program on the
last day of VBS.
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