The Nebraska District is pleased and excited
to offer Prairie Fire: Building Bridges on
Saturday, August 5, at Concordia University, Seward. District President Richard Snow
will help us examine “Why is Community
Important?”, while special guest speaker
Rev. Greg Finke will give insight and tools
to help answer “What is My Part in My
Community?”
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A special ingathering for hygiene kit items will take place at Prairie Fire. Items collected during registration will be packed into
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A rich offering of breakout sessions by passionate and knowledgeable presenters will fill the day. Session topics and presenters include:
• United in Christ, for the Church and the World – Rev.
Richard Snow
• Living as an Everyday Missionary – Rev. Greg Finke
• Building Relationships with our Muslim Neighbors – Rev.
Jim Haack and Emad Tawadrous
• Healthy Relationships: Why and How – Rev. Justin
Hannemann
• Engaging the Wandering (inactives) – Rev. Todd Kollbaum
• Building Relationships Through Educational Opportunities – Eunice McCarty and Bethany Werner
• Demographics – Nathan Meier
• Jesus is the Boss That Builds the Bridges … Through You!
– Rev. Dr. Brent Smith
• The Fruit of Life Together – Rev. Dustin Lappe and Tony
Sanchez
• Every One His Witness – Rev. Mark Wood
• How to Reach and Keep Millennials in the Church – Rev.
Keith Haney
• Starting New Ministries – Rev. Peter Meier
• Operation Barnabas – Rev. Michael Moreno
• Parish Nursing Convocation – Christine Blanke
• Hygiene Kit Assembly – Thrivent Financial
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On Sunday, June 4, we install Mount Olive
leaders for the next two years. This makes it
a good time to reflect on what virtues a good
leader strives to possess. On the third Sunday
in June we celebrate Father’s Day. What
qualities does a godly father display? As I
think about these things, I see much overlap.

What a great model for those who serve God,
the Church, and their families. The entire
community is necessary for God’s work to be
to done. The role of a leader at Mount Olive
or in his family is to urge the best from everyone else and enable them all freely to offer
their gifts.
I ran across a list of qualities that make up an
unpretentious servant leader. It is from The
Diary of a Country Priest by Georges Bernanos. These qualities are a great mark for
which to strive for us as we carry out our
roles in church and in our home.



Utter humility and sense of failure in self
which leads to great dependence on God.
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I regularly attend Omaha Symphony concerts
and enjoy them. At the end of each of the
program pieces, the conductor bows as the
crowd greets the musicians with applause.
Some conductors spend much of the applause
time motioning to various individual musicians or sections to stand. If there is a soloist,
there are times that it almost seems as if he
has to drag the conductor from his stance in
the midst of the orchestra to the forefront.
This is as if the conductor were saying that
his work would be nothing if the instrumentalists had not performed with their practice,
polished virtuosity.
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Total honesty and receptivity to say what
God gives him to say.



Deep compassion for others, which often
leads to tears.



Constant effort at prayer knowing he often falters like Peter in the Garden of
Gethsemane.



Utter accessibility so that everyone feels
able to talk with him.



Faithfulness in doing even humdrum little duties.



Realizing by others’ deaths and the coming of his own that he is simply to do the
work at hand.

What a privilege it is to be a leader in God’s
church and/or in the family. We plant and
others water and still others reap. As parents,
we know that the outcome of our efforts in
child rearing is only revealed years later. As
church leaders, the results of our work are
also often revealed only many years hence.
Yet we trust God to lead us and guide us and
bless our labor, not fully knowing the outcome. All the while we remember that what
we do is not about us, but about those whom
we serve, and especially about the God who
has made us, redeemed us, and empowers us.
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr.
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Independence Day Celebration
Monday, July 3, 2017
You won’t want to miss the fifth annual party held at the
Kosch’s residence on Monday, July 3, 2017, from 5:30—
10:30 p.m. to celebrate Independence Day. Mount Olive and
all of its family, neighbors, and friends are welcome to join
in. There will be bounce houses for the kids, a bonfire, trampoline, horseshoes, chicken rides, swing sets, and lots of food.
Grilling will start at 6:00 P.M. with hotdog, brats, buns, chips,
salads, plates, utensils, condiments, ice water and lemonade,
all provided. You are invited to bring a bag of chips or dip or
a dessert to share if you like. There will be a DJ with music
and karaoke.
At 10:00 P.M. “Big Bob’s Fireworks choreographed to
Music Extravaganza” will begin. Come for the food or fireworks or both! All are welcome.
The address is 12652 County Road 36, Blair, NE, 68008. If
you would like directions, please check out the flyer on the
north hallway bulletin board. If you get lost, please call 402253-7324.

VBS Staff
Members
Needed
Staff members are needed
for VBS this year. We need
people of all range of skills.
Can you teach children? Do
you like to play games? Do
you have limited time and
can’t stay the whole evening? We need all of you to
make this year’s VBS a success! If you would like to
help, please call Jody Wells
-Padron at 402-453-1045.
If you volunteer early, you
will get a free t-shirt that
fits! This year’s staff training session will be Sunday,
June 25, at 11:30 A.M. A
light lunch will be provided.
As always, we need behindthe-scenes folks to provide
the items needed for snacks
as well as to bake cookies.
The list will begin running
in the bulletin on June 25.
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Join us on Monday, July 17, through
Friday, July 21, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Our Vacation Bible School theme this
year is “Mighty Fortress: In Jesus,
the Victory is Won!” To register, please call the church office at 402
-455-8700 or fill out the registration form in the church bulletin and
put in the offering plate or the church office mailbox.
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There is no cost to participate, so invite your friends, family, neighbors, classmates, teammates, and playmates. Children ages 4 years to
6th grade are welcome.
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Thank You Choir!!
We says thanks to God for all those who offered their musical
abilities to enhance our worship at Mount Olive during the
past nine months. We are particularly mindful of the Adult
Choir members who rehearse weekly so they can energize our
singing and help lead our praise and thanksgiving to God.
Thank you to Ashley Batten, Galen Behr, Sarah Jank
(cantor), Suzan Jank, Paul Kosch, Melissa Lorang (cantor),
Liz Matson, Peggy Posey, Lynne Ridner, Dan Schreiber
(cantor), Rosalie Soodsma, Gloria Sorensen, Mark
Sorensen, Kailyn Townsend, and Bob Wegner. Rachel
Misiolek serves faithfully as accompanist. The choir will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September 6.

Many thanks — In appreciation to all for the help in the kitchen with church dinners, Thanksgiving, Christmas and Lent.
We have counted on your generosity in volunteering your
time and kitchen skills for the last two years. Thanks to each
and everyone of you. God loves you and so do we. Thank you
also to those whom we may have missed.
—God Bless from your Kitchen Coordinators,
Joan & Marilyn
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Judy
Jody
Victor
Dixie
Jill
Laura
Gloria
Marge
Suzan
Doug
Rachel

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Linda
Ashley
Rosemary
Sarah
Galen
Bob
Rich
Joan
Marsha
Sharon
Rosalie

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mike
Marcia
Tamra
Nancy
Kailyn
Bonnie
Jackie
Jeff
Lynne

OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD
Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2017 our missionaries
abroad are:
Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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During this year of reformation, we are going to
take a closer look at the Ten Commandments. In
February, we started with the first commandment.
Each commandment encourages serious, thoughtful, and truthful self-examination so that you may
heartily and sincerely confess, “God be merciful to
me as a sinner.”

The Fifth Commandment
You Shall Not Murder.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we
do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need.
My God has given me and all people life. Our life is holy because God created us in His image to receive what He gives
and to reflect His love to one another.
 Have I treated my neighbor’s body and life as gifts God
has given to me?
 Have I injured my neighbor with violent actions, hitting
and beating my neighbor?
 Have I spoken debasing and insulting words to my neighbor?
 Have I used foul or dirty words to describe my neighbor?
 Have I murdered him in my heart with thoughts of anger,
contempt, and hatred?
 Have I injured my neighbor by ridicule?
 Have I neglected to feed, clothe and care for my neighbor
in his need?
 Have I avoided giving help to my neighbor?
 Do I abuse my own body with excessive use of food,
drink, alcohol or drugs?
 Have I been tempted to commit suicide as though my life
were my own to end?
 Have I aborted a baby or approved of the practice of
abortion?

Page 5

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Myrene Abels, Ron
Hurt, Arnie Jacobson,
Rod and Karen
Lorang, Tamra Moffett, Bill Pugh, Emily
Standley, Don Weihe,
Margaret Wille, and
Janet Zulfer.
...newborn daughter, Jacelyn Sage, born to
Chad and Kelsea
Shulewitz.
...the Williams family
who mourn the death
of Mabel Williams.
...those who mourn the
death of Walter Simet.
...our zeal to reach the
unchurched of our community with Jesus Christ
and Him crucified.
...our new congregational
leaders that began their
two-year term of service on June 1.
(Continued on page 10)
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If you have a prayer
request, please call Kristi
Townsend at 402-4579611 or by email at
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Gardeners
Thank You

Thank you to Barb Stacy
and Bonnie White for taking the finished newsletter to
the downtown post office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti

Gardeners
Thank You

Summer Giving
Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with the
May Messenger.
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This summer, if you can’t
make it to church due to
travel or other commitments, we encourage you
to automate your regular
donations. Mount Olive
relies on the consistent
financial support of the
congregation and electronic giving offers an easy
way to give on a recurring
basis. Pick up an authorization form. We thank you
for your continued support!

Planning your spring garden? Project Hope would
like to encourage you to
plant an extra row to help
their clients. Fresh produce
provides many micronutrients and fiber, not to mention variety, that typical
food donations do not.
Many of their clients never
receive fresh produce. They
would love to receive your
extra harvest this spring
and summer. You can drop
off donations Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday from 10am—3pm.
Always call 402-453-7649
first to make sure someone
is there.
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Little Free Pantry of Nebraska

Give Blood/Give Life
The Red Cross thanks all of
the donors who helped in
the collection of 17 units of
blood at the drive on May
20.
Many thanks to Bonnie
White for coordinating the
blood drive, setting up the
appointments, calling and
reminding the donors, greeting all that donate blood on
the day of the drive and all
of the “behind-the-scene”
extras she does to make
these drives successful.



William Kowalik from
Logan-Magnolia High
School.



Dalton Willmore from
Metropolitan Community College.
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Little Free Pantry is a small cabinet with non-perishable food
items, paper goods, and other items that sits outside of Mount
Olive. It will be accessible 24 hours per day to anyone who
might be struggling to meet his everyday food and personal
care needs. The pantry will be stocked by donations from all
of us but can also be stocked by a concerned neighbor.
There aren’t any applications to fill out or set hours of operation. Demand outpaces supply, so these pantries are often
empty. Since the pantry has an irregular supply, traffic is
manageable and loitering is minimized. Initially, we would
like to collect an initial stock and then have an ongoing collection to replenish the stock. Below is a list of items that are
needed. Please, no glass jars or expired food.























applesauce
baby food
baked beans
bean soup
beef stew
bran cereals
bread
bread and muffin mixes
canned and dried beans
canned chili
canned chicken
canned tomato products
canned tuna or salmon
canned fruit/vegetables
cold&hot cereals/oatmeal
dried fruit
dry noodles and pasta
evaporated milk
flour
fruit juice
graham crackers























granola bars
honey
infant cereal and formula
instant breakfast drinks
jelly and jam
macaroni and cheese
mayonnaise
noodle mixes
pancake mix
peanut butter
popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice.
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popcorn
powdered milk
rice and rice mixes
salad dressings
shelf-stable milk
sugar
syrup
whole grain crackers
vegetable oil
vegetable soup
vegetable juice.
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Prescription Drug
Use and Abuse

(ADD/ADHD). They were once used for
weight loss until the FDA found the health
risk to weight loss benefit to be unacceptable.
Depressants are used to treat anxiety, sleep
disorders, and some types of pain. Typical
examples are Seconal, Nembutal, Xanax, Valium, Halcion, Tranxene and Librium. If you
include the abuse of prescription stimulants
and depressant drugs, with the abuse of opioids, this country has an epidemic of prescription drug abuse that more than rivals illegal
drug use. Used wisely and under good medical supervision all of these drugs serve very
useful purposes. But, excessive use, irrational
use or recreational use can end up making life
worse, tragic or even terminal. Even pets have
been harmed.

M O U N T

O L I V E

L U T H E R A N

We, the people of the United States, consume
87.7 tons of LEGAL narcotics each year!
That is 99.3% of the total annual quantity of
LEGALLY produced narcotics on planet
earth. This is more than is used by the next 20
nations on earth combined. These figures
come from the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. This does not include ILLEGAL
importation and consumption of narcotics.
This is about prescription narcotics prescribed
by physicians in this country. Narcotics, also
called opioids, are a fairly specific class of
pain killers that are close relatives of heroin
and morphine. Some familiar names are Oxycontin, Vicodin, Percodan, Methadone, and
Demerol. These products, prescribed for the
public, may be used by citizens who actually
have pain, used by people recreationally, and
some is diverted into the street/black market.
Many of these drugs are “pharmed” by adults
and children who raid the drug cabinets of
relatives, parents, friends, and the purses of
legitimate users. People who keep opioids or
stockpile them after they no longer have use
for them are a major source of abused street
opioids. The cost in addiction, overdoses,
emergency room visits, death and damaged
lives is enormous.
Stimulants are amphetamines and amphetamine-like drugs such as Ritalin, Adderall,
Dexedrine and Preludin. These drugs are legitimately used to treat such conditions as
narcolepsy and attention deficit disorder

Things to do: Do not store or keep opioids,
stimulants or depressants around after they are
no longer needed. Unlike some drugs, you can
flush opioids down the toilet since waste water
treatment can eliminate them from being
dumped into rivers, streams and ground water.
Google FDA flushable drugs* and you can
access their list of flushable drugs. Any drug
can be turned into law enforcement agencies
since they are legally allowed to collect them.
Non-opioid drugs can be turned into some
pharmacies, but you have to check with the
pharmacy to see if they have this service.
*FDA website: https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/
ResourcesForYou/Consumers/BuyingUsingMedicineSafely/
EnsuringSafeUseofMedicine/SafeDisposalofMedicines/
UCM337803.pdf

1.
2.

www.intheknowzone.com
Joseph Rannazzzisis, Deputy Assistant Administrator of US Department of Justice Drug Enforcement, presentation, Creighton University, April 24,
2015
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Thank you to our Mount Olive members who are finishing
their current two year terms. Many, in fact, have served two
consecutive two year terms in their current positions. They
have been dedicated to striving to fulfill our vision.
Many thanks to Betsy Kosch who as served as Executive Director, Victor Padron as Assistant Executive Director, Suzan
Jank as Director of Christian Education, Melissa Lorang as
Sunday School Superintendent, Kristi Townsend as Youth
Director, Kelly Wegner as Director of Church Properties,
Gloria Sorensen as Indoor Coordinator, Ron Hurt as Outdoor Coordinator, Max Williams as Director of Stewardship,
Tim Lorang as Director of Evangelism, Laura Hogan as
Community Outreach Coordinator, Mike Townsend, Sr. as
Visitor Welcome and Follow-Up Coordinator, Mikale Townsend, Jr. as Director of Lay Ministry and Lay Ministers Galen
Behr, Arnie Jacobson, and Robbie Moffett, Sr., Sarah Jank
as Director of Parish Fellowship/Public Relations, Marilyn
Beig as Co-Kitchen Coordinator, Joan Johnson as CoKitchen Coordinator, Jill Clausen as Special Events/Small
Groups. Thank you, too, to Bonnie White (Treasurer) and
Deb Fly who has served as congregational secretary.
Many thanks to Barb Stacy who heads up the altar guild,
Jody Wells-Padron who volunteers as leader of our Vacation
Bible School, Laura Hogan who leads the Funeral Luncheons, and Dixie Gerhart who leads the Friday Night Flix
group. There are many other volunteers who have worked with
our elected personnel and lead
volunteers to
contribute to the
work done
through Mount
Olive. The work
of everyone
who has served
has been a
blessing and is
appreciated.

Many thanks to the folks
that manned the Mount Olive Free Popcorn Stand at
the Florence Days Parade.
Arnie Jacobson and Chuck
Gerhart were on the set-up
team, handling the tables,
tents, banners and signs as
we claimed “our spot” at
9:00 a.m. We managed to
hold on to the tents this year
and they did not blow into
30th Street. I don’t know
why we have such a difficult
time putting up those goofy
tents.
Thanks to Laura Hogan
who popped two huge
“garbage” bags of popcorn
that took seven hours to
pop. Many thanks to Gloria
Sorensen and Barb Stacy
who assembled the bags of
popcorn, VBS magnets and
candy.
After a very successful afternoon, we handed out 300
to 400 cups of popcorn and
all of the candy bags. Thank
you to Alex and Randy
Johnson who helped tear
everything down, pick up
the trash and take it all back
to church.
Thank you so much!
-Dixie Gerhart
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Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek — Preschool

Chesney Kosch, Evelyn Misiolek — Preschool

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Reagan
Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Reagan
Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd

Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch, —4th/5th/6th

Albert Hogue, Nelson Kosch, —4th/5th/6th

Austin Wegner —7th/8th

These Sunday School students had perfect
attendance in May. Congratulations!!
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Directory Changes

Directory Changes

Krystal Kinney: 1310 N 112 Ct, #6319, Omaha NE 68154-5858

Krystal Kinney: 1310 N 112 Ct, #6319, Omaha NE 68154-5858

Gloria Lee High Hawk: death

Gloria Lee High Hawk: death

Misty Prine: 5713 Manderson St, Omaha NE 68104-2937

Misty Prine: 5713 Manderson St, Omaha NE 68104-2937

Walter Simet: death

Walter Simet: death
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...our Vacation Bible School July 17-21.

hygiene kits throughout the day. At the end
of the day, participants are invited to take
packed kits home with them and distribute
them to elderly, fixed-income, singleparent, or other households in their community. This is one way to care for or build
relationships with others. Find a full list of
ingathering items on the website at
ndlcms.org/prairie_fire.
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ndlcms.org/prairie_fire.

Registration information is now available
to view, download, and print from the District website at www.ndlcms.org/
prairie_fire/, or register online with a credit
card. Registrations are due July 17. Invite
others to join you in a carload and register
today!
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