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We will work with St. John to put together a float for the parade.
The plan is to meet at Miller Park at 10:00 A.M. on the day of the
parade to decorate the float. We need volunteers to help decorate,
and to ride/walk in the parade, and of course, a lot of people in the
crowd cheering for us.

We will work with St. John to put together a float for the parade.
The plan is to meet at Miller Park at 10:00 A.M. on the day of the
parade to decorate the float. We need volunteers to help decorate,
and to ride/walk in the parade, and of course, a lot of people in the
crowd cheering for us.

402-455-8700

L U T H E R A N

7301 North 28 Avenue Omaha, Nebraska, 68112

Mark Your Calendar—Upcoming Dates
All Boards Meeting—Leadership Training ......................... June 8
VBS Orientation & Training ............................................. June 25
Independence Day Celebration at Kosch’s.......................... July 3
All Boards Meeting ........................................................... July 13
Vacation Bible School .................................................. July 17-21
VBS Closing Program ....................................................... July 21
National Night Out ......................................................... August 1

O L I V E

The Free Popcorn Give-a-way will
continue on the grassy area in front of
No Frills, just south of Jimmy Johns.
We will have freshly popped popcorn
to hand out as well as Mount Olive
VBS magnets. Each year we hand out
hundreds of cups of popcorn to the
parade goers. They are always happy
to see us. The weather is “usually”
terrific and we have a lot of fun. We
need volunteers to help manage the
popcorn station. If you would like to
volunteer, please talk to Sarah Jank.

www.mountoliveomaha.com

The Florence Days Parade will be held on Saturday, May 13, at
1:00 p.m. Again this year Mount Olive and St. John are teaming
up to participate in the parade. The theme for 2017 is “Nebraska:
150 Years!”
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A recent article entitled Urgent Church: Nine
Changes We Must Make Or Die left me with
much food for thought. I would like to share
some of the challenging thoughts from Thom
Rainer.
Many churches must change lest they become another statistic in the ecclesiastical
graveyard. That doesn’t mean they must
compromise doctrine. It does mean that they
must become more urgent, because time is of
the essence. If changes do not happen soon,
very soon, these churches will die.
Some of the key changes he suggests are
listed below. He warns that none are easy.
We must stop bemoaning the death of
cultural Christianity. People no longer
come to a church because they believe
they must do so to be culturally accepted.
We can no longer expect people to seek
out our church on their own. Great Commission Christianity is about going; it’s
not “y-all come.”
We must cease seeing the church as a
place of comfort and stability in the
midst of rapid change. God’s truth is
unchanging. But don’t look to your church
not to change methods, approaches, and
human-made traditions. “We’ve never
done it that way before,” is a death declaration.
We must abandon the entitlement mentality. Your church is not a country club
where you pay dues to get your perks and
privileges. It is a Gospel outpost where
you are to put yourself last. Don’t seek to
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get your way with music, temperature, and
length of sermons.
We must start doing. Most of us like the
idea of evangelism more than we like doing evangelism. Try a simple prayer and
ask God to give you Gospel opportunities.
You may be surprised how He will use
you.
We must stop shooting our own. This
tragedy is related to the entitlement mentality. If we don’t get our way, we will go
after the pastor or the church member who
has a different perspective than our own.
Don’t let bullies and perpetual critics control the church. Don’t shoot our own. It’s
not friendly fire.
We must become houses of prayer. Stated simply, we are doing too much in our
own power. We are really busy, but we
are not doing the business of God.
Around 200 churches will close this week,
maybe more, Rainer tells us. The pace will
accelerate unless many congregations make
some dramatic changes. The need is urgent.
The choice is simple: change or die. Time is
running out. For the sake of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, forsake yourself and make the
changes in God’s power.
What does this mean for Mount Olive? Pray
that the Holy Spirit would open our eyes to
see what He wants us to do differently.
—Rev. Roland A. Jank, Jr.
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On Sunday, May 21st, the Voters’ Assembly, will be voting on the following candidates. If
elected, they will serve from June 1, 2017 to May 31, 2019. If you would like to submit additional name(s) for consideration, please call the church office (402-455-8700) on or before May 14th.
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During this year of reformation, we are going to
take a closer look at the Ten Commandments. In
February, we started with the first commandment.
Each commandment encourages serious, thoughtful, and truthful self-examination so that you may
heartily and sincerely confess, “God be merciful to
me as a sinner.”

The Fourth Commandment
Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that
we do not despise preaching or anger our parents and other
authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and
cherish them.
My God has given me my father and mother through whom I
received life from Him. He has placed them and all temporal
authority over me for my good and for the benefit of my
neighbor.
 Has the fear and love of God shaped my honor and obedience to parents and others in authority over me?
 Have I trusted God to bless me in my life and make my
life good when I submit to the authority of my parents
and those over me?
 Have I been angry with them, rebelling and fighting with
them, because I was not getting what I wanted?
 Have I talked back to those in authority over me?
 Have I disobeyed their commands or obeyed them only
with complaining?
 Have I been disrespectful and sullen to my parents, teachers, employers, or other authorities over me?
 Have I been on good behavior in their presence while
mocking them or disobeying them when they are absent,
pretending that God does not see this rebellion?
 Have I prayed for my parents, my pastor, my schools, my
government?
 Do I grumble about work that is given to me to do?

In Ministry
With God’s
People
We remember in prayer
...Myrene Abels, Jill
Clausen, Annette
Hurt, Ron Hurt, Arnie Jacobson, Rod and
Karen Lorang, Tamra Moffett, Dawn
Payne, Bill Pugh,
Emily Standley, Don
Weihe, Margaret
Wille, and Janet
Zulfer.
...all those who grieve
the death of our sister
in Christ, Gloria Lee
High Hawk.
...Jessica Moffett, mother of newborn infant,
David Mitchell, III.
...our missionary work as
individual Mount Olive
Christians where God
has placed us.
...our Vacation Bible
School July 17-21.
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LHM Sunday
Sunday, May 7, is Lutheran Hour Ministries
(LHM) Sunday at Mount Olive. We will collect a door offering to support the work God
is doing through LHM. Most of you who
know LHM will know it through its regular
6:30 a.m. Sunday morning radio broadcasts
of The Lutheran Hour on KFAB (1110 AM).
However, LHM is much more than that.
LHM broadcasts the Gospel in over 30 countries on 5 continents. It also reaches out personally through Bible studies and outreach
activities in most of those countries.
Mount Olive has directly benefited from
LHM’s work in the USA. It:
 has provided an estimated $2,400 in subsidies for the four Saturday evangelism
workshops we held over the past several

Thank You Volunteers for a
Great Work Day!
We had tremendous volunteers with a variety
of skills and talents. Thank you to Galen
Behr for changing light bulbs, hauling ladders and repairing folding chairs, to Jill
Clausen for sorting ceiling tiles and cleaning
the glass in windows and doors, to Dixie
Gerhart and Jody Wells-Padron for sorting
tiles and getting them stored safely on the top
shelving and for checking, sorting and grouping other items and putting them away, to
Laura Hogan, Judy Rath and Linda Williams for cleaning and polishing the pews and
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years;
 publishes the resource booklets in the
north entryway of our church for use by
our members and visitors (including the
voters who pass through our doors);
 allows Mount Olive to make LHM apps
available on our website at http://
www.mountoliveomaha.com/resourcesapps; (Yes, you can listen to The Lutheran Hour on your smart phone if you
don’t want to get up at 6:30 on Sunday
morning.)
 allows Mount Olive to provide all of
LHM’s resource booklets on our website
at http://www.mountoliveomaha.com/
resources-lhm-booklets. (Use them for
yourself or to give to others in need.)
You may donate by making out a check to
Mount Olive and sealing it in the offering envelope in the Sunday, May 7th bulletin or by
donating at the door when you leave worship.
communion rail and to Judy for scrubbing
the sanctuary floor, to Gary Jacobson for
staining and sealing the new wooden doors
and trim in the nursery, to Tim Lorang for
sorting and bringing ceiling tiles to the basement, for hauling boxes up to the tower and
for diligently cleaning the coffee water pipe
filters and system, to Roger Perrigo for his
expert help with the coffee makers and the
motion detector lights in Luther Hall, to Rich
Wismont for thoroughly vacuuming the basement and stairwell floors, and to Ron Hurt
for cleaning bins and trash cans from the
basement and opening and helping muscle
into storage a case containing a nativity scene
(Continued on page 10)
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If you have a prayer
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Thank You

Thank You
Ongoing Collection

Thank you to Kathy Mansfield, Sharon McDonald,
Barb Stacy and Bonnie
White for helping with the
April Messenger.
Thank you to Bonnie White
for taking the finished newsletter to the downtown post
office.
A special thank you to Rich
Wismont who takes care of
all of the church’s recyclables.
Thank you to Rosalie
Soodsma for weekly lending a hand in the church
office.
- Teresa Kuti
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We have an ongoing collection for the Ponca Tribe
of Nebraska and its Domestic Violence Program.
This program was established in 2000 and offers
crisis services for the victims of domestic violence,
elder abuse, dating violence, sexual assault and
stalking. Most victims of
domestic violence leave
their homes with very few
personal items. You can
help by donating needed
baby products such as diapers, wipes, pull-ups, formula, pacifiers, bottles, and
baby wash/shampoo.
(Continued on page 11)
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Lutheran Night

Volunteers Needed

Plan now for Lutheran
Night with the Omaha
Stormchasers, Monday,
June 5, at 7:05 pm. Group
tickets are $7 - $11. There
will be $7 slice of pizza and
sodas, $6 hotdog and soda,
and $4 mini golf. To purchase tickets, contact Andy
Baker at 402-738-5137.

Project Hope is always in
need of volunteers to help
their clients with all of their
food and clothing needs.
There are many opportunities from helping clients
directly with their pantry,
sorting donations when
they come in, hanging and
organizing clothing and
greeting. Opportunities for
volunteering are available
on Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday from
10am—3pm. If you can
help, please contact Max,
volunteer coordinator, at
402-453-7649.

Gardeners
Planning your spring garden? Project Hope would
like to encourage you to
plant an extra row to help
their clients. Fresh produce
provides many micronutrients and fiber, not to mention variety, that typical
food donations do not.
Many of their clients never
receive fresh produce. They
would love to receive your
extra harvest this spring
and summer. You can drop
off donations Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday from 10am—3pm.
Always call 402-453-7649
first to make sure someone
is there.

Thank You
Congratulations to Gary
Peterson! He was the winner of 2017 Mount Olive
March Madness contest.
Gary won a $30.00 gift
card to his favorite restaurant, Buffalo Wild Wings!
Thank you to everyone
who participated. Check
back next March to see if
Gary can defend his title!
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OUR
MISSIONARIES
ABROAD
Mt. Olive is helping to
support two missionaries
and their families who live
abroad. We remember them
periodically in our public
prayer. We ask that you
continue to support them
financially with your regular gifts. Information about
their work is shared on the
north hall bulletin board
and in our Sunday worship.
May it serve as an encouragement for your continued
interest and support. For the
year 2017 our missionaries
abroad are:
Julie Lutz
Box 803
Mt. Hagen,
Western Highlands
Province
Papua New Guinea
lutz.travel@gmail.com
Rev. David & Mrs.
Barbara Bush
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Attn: Amy Schaefer
St. Louis, MO 63122
david.bush@lcmsintl.org
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What an amazing afternoon God gave our
community to share our event, the Easter
Egg Hunt. Everyone from Mount Olive who
came to place ALL the eggs out, our fantastic Mount Olive youth players who told the
Palm Sunday story: Noah Lorang, Nelson
Kosch, and Kailyn Townsend. Thank you
to Betsy Kosch and her Student Council
from Joslyn Elementary for filling the eggs
this year. They did an awesome job. Thanks
to Ruth Benish for providing the stuffed
animals that were handed out to all the kids.
Thanks to Becky Hurt for donating all the
plastic eggs. Our Easter Bunny was amazing! He shared a lot of picture time with everyone. This bunny was a trooper on such a
warm day! Thank you to Ron Hurt for making sure the bounce house was safe for everyone. Thanks to Ray Hogan for putting up
and taking down the bounce house. Many
thanks to Dustin Hogue, Tim Lorang, Austin Wegner and Rich Wismont for also
helping with the bounce house. So many
thanks to everyone for being there and giving
of your time and energy. Mostly, thanks to
God for the day He gave us, for bringing our
neighbors to the event and the word they
heard about our Lord Jesus.
—Laura Hogan
Outreach Evangelism

Approximately 75 women, including Marcia Steckelberg, met at Peace Lutheran
Church in Grand Island, NE on Saturday,
April 22, for a joint meeting of North and
South District LWML. We were there for a
Pajama Party to make hygiene kits and snack
bags. In total, we were able to assemble 582
snack bags, 296 hygiene kits, 500 flannel
hearts for NICU babies (made from the
scraps after we cut from the flannel pajamas), 233 finished and 194 partially finished
pajama pants (these were taken home to be
completed). All of these items will be distributed to Lutheran Family Service and
Bright Horizons. Thank you to all Mount
Olive persons who donated. We were also
privileged to have two wonderful Bible
Studies on prayer during the day. It was
wonderful and I hope some of you can attend
the next event to be held April 21, 2018.

Mark your calendar for a special Mission Central event on
Thursday, May 25. “What a JOY and blessing to welcome the
world famous Missionary Speaker, the Honorable Rev. Dr.
Greg Seltz, speaker of The Lutheran Hour whose broadcasts
are heard around the world! This special Ascension Day event
will feature dinner at 5:30 pm followed by a service with Rev.
Dr. Seltz at 7:00 pm. For more information, call the church
office at 402-455-8700.

—Marcia Steckelberg
Plan on attending the
LCEF Picnic in the Park
on Sunday, June 11, 2017,
at Eugene T. Mahoney
State Park in Ashland, Nebraska. More details to
follow.
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God for the day He gave us, for bringing our
neighbors to the event and the word they
heard about our Lord Jesus.
—Laura Hogan
Outreach Evangelism

Approximately 75 women, including Marcia Steckelberg, met at Peace Lutheran
Church in Grand Island, NE on Saturday,
April 22, for a joint meeting of North and
South District LWML. We were there for a
Pajama Party to make hygiene kits and snack
bags. In total, we were able to assemble 582
snack bags, 296 hygiene kits, 500 flannel
hearts for NICU babies (made from the
scraps after we cut from the flannel pajamas), 233 finished and 194 partially finished
pajama pants (these were taken home to be
completed). All of these items will be distributed to Lutheran Family Service and
Bright Horizons. Thank you to all Mount
Olive persons who donated. We were also
privileged to have two wonderful Bible
Studies on prayer during the day. It was
wonderful and I hope some of you can attend
the next event to be held April 21, 2018.

Mark your calendar for a special Mission Central event on
Thursday, May 25. “What a JOY and blessing to welcome the
world famous Missionary Speaker, the Honorable Rev. Dr.
Greg Seltz, speaker of The Lutheran Hour whose broadcasts
are heard around the world! This special Ascension Day event
will feature dinner at 5:30 pm followed by a service with Rev.
Dr. Seltz at 7:00 pm. For more information, call the church
office at 402-455-8700.

—Marcia Steckelberg
Plan on attending the
LCEF Picnic in the Park
on Sunday, June 11, 2017,
at Eugene T. Mahoney
State Park in Ashland, Nebraska. More details to
follow.

MOUNT

Page 9

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

MOUNT

Page 9

OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Four Steps to Improving
Financial Fitness

Four Steps to Improving
Financial Fitness

In order to stay physically fit, we know we
need to maintain a healthy diet and exercise
regimen. When it comes to our personal finances, being well-versed on how credit
works is a vital part of having a healthy financial life. In today’s credit-based economy,
many of us could benefit from wise counsel
on how our credit score works.
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Here are four ways to maintain and increase
your creditworthiness:
Exercise regularly. Romans 13:8 is a gentle
reminder: “Let no debt remain outstanding,
except the continuing debt to love one another.” Do your best to pay off balances at the
end of each month or, at the very least, pay
more than the minimum payment. Your statements indicate how long it will take to pay
off your balance making only minimum payments. You’ll end up paying the debt many
times over.
Use healthy portions. Since 30% of your
credit score is influenced by how close you
are to the card limit, it’s wise not to overspend. A good rule of thumb is to not use
more than 35% of your card’s available credit; going over this percentage can lower your
credit score.
Get regular checkups. Don’t be afraid to

check your
credit score!
Proverbs 27:23
says, “Be diligent to know the
state of your flocks, and attend to your
herds.” All three bureaus (Experian, Equifax
and TransUnion) allow you one free credit
report each year. Viewing your report allows
you to make sure you’re in good shape, or to
check your progress if you’re recovering
from past credit issues. And, if there are errors, you can get them corrected as soon as
possible.
Pace yourself. Experts report that consumers
spend 23% more money with credit cards
than when they pay with cash. Do you really
need that item or do you just want it? Next
time you are shopping, consider waiting 24
hours to see if you still really must have that
new item.
Everyone’s financial situation is different, but
understanding and maintaining – or increasing – your credit score is a big step toward
being financially fit.
This article provided compliments of
Thrivent Financial and Sarah Jank,
Financial Associate, 402.905.4229
sarah.jank@thrivent.com.
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Chesney Kosch, Benjamin Lorang, Evelyn
Misiolek — Pre-school
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Misiolek — Pre-school

Samuel Lorang —PreK & K

Samuel Lorang —PreK & K

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah
Lorang, Reagen Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd

Easton Kosch, Mckoy Kosch, Noah
Lorang, Reagen Wegner — 1st/2nd/3rd

Nelson Kosch, Kamree Townsend, Grant
Wegner —4th/5th/6th
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Wegner —4th/5th/6th

Aryanna Hogue, Austin Wegner, Isabella
Wegner —7th/8th

These Sunday School students had perfect
attendance in April. Congratulations!!
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DIRECTORY CHANGES

DIRECTORY CHANGES

address change:

address change:

Adam Behr: 201 S Heights Blvd #1524, Houston, TX 770075858

Adam Behr: 201 S Heights Blvd #1524, Houston, TX 770075858

Steven Degner: 702 S. 7 St., Trlr. 10, Ashland, NE 68003-2248

Steven Degner: 702 S. 7 St., Trlr. 10, Ashland, NE 68003-2248

(Continued from page 5)

backdrop after putting the
finishing touches on outdoor
projects. Thank you, too, to
everyone who helped carry
voting booths, trash to the
dumpster or hauled away
recyclables. Thank you, too,
to Terry Wegner who has
agreed to paint the nursery
but wasn’t available on
April 1st. It was a very productive day and we appreciated everyone’s work.
Church Properties Board,
Ron Hurt and Gloria
Sorensen

For the second consecutive
summer, the LCMS
Fremont Circuit is teaming
up to offer a simple Sunday
worship service throughout
the summer at the Fremont
State Lakes, located just
outside of Fremont.
Services are held outdoors near the Group Lodge at 9:00 a.m.
Posted signs will direct interested individuals to the location.
The summer schedule will begin Sunday, May 28, and continue for fourteen of the fifteen Sundays until Sunday, September 3.
Pastors who may be camping at the Lakes lead the short service of the Word. For more information contact Pastor Jonathan Ripke, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hooper, NE. (402654-3563-office; 402-720-0031-cell)
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