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As we begin a New Year… 
 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful” (Colossians 3:15). 
  
During Christmas week and into the New Year there is great number of sporting 
events taking place: Football Bowl Games and Playoffs, Basketball, Hockey, and 
more. And it’s commonplace to hear someone say after their team loses:  The 
referee blew the game!” The outcome of a close game can hinge on how well the 
referee knows the rules and makes decisions based on them. Beginning with Ad-
am and Eve, it’s also commonplace for us to blame someone.  
 

Our lives need a good referee, too… someone or something to guide our deci-
sions. The outcome may hang on it.  
 

Sometimes we let bad referees control our life. Bitterness, resentment or jeal-
ousy may rule our moods and motives. What we say to our family members and 
others may flow from an angry spirit. Our attitude at work may be controlled by 
a general spirit of discontentment. 
 

If we are to live as God’s chosen, we need a better ref. St. Paul tells us to “let the 
peace of Christ rule [literally, referee] in your hearts.” 
 

The peace of Christ is the rest and contentment that come from knowing Jesus 
and His forgiving love. What a difference that peace makes in our lives! 
In the TV series made into a movie, “The Fugitive,” a doctor accused of murder-
ing his wife fled from city to city, running from the detective who sought to put 
him in prison. He dared never let down his guard or relax. 
 

We are also the accused but unlike Dr. Richard Kimble who was innocent, we are 
guilty. We have committed countless crimes against God in our thoughts, words, 
and actions. We daily sin much and fall far short of that which the Lord has a 
right to expect. The wages of our sin is death. Our sin separates us from God and 
one another. Who will rescue us from this body of death? 
 

Then we hear the Christmas angels heralding: “Peace on earth!” Jesus has come 
to make peace between God and us. He has come to endure our punishment so 
that God can pardon us. God’s judgment upon us has been taken by Jesus for us. 
We need not run and hide in fear as Adam and Eve did. Thanks to Jesus perfect 
life as our substitute and His taking upon Himself our sin and suffering the pun-
ishment for the sins of the world by dying on Calvary’s cross we are at peace 
with God. He has atoned for our sins.  
 
 

                                        (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

Now we can be at peace with ourselves. Instead of punishing ourselves for our failures, we can rest securely in the 
assurance that each misdeed is already forgiven. We can be at peace with others. Why bicker and complain when 
our greatest needs have been met and our greatest problem solved? 
 

That peace of Christ makes a fine referee. Let it guide all our decision-making in this New Year so that we always pur-
sue the path of peace. 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by 
the blood of the eternal covenant,  equip you with everything good that you may do His will, working in us that 
which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:20-21). 
 

President Don Fondow 

Rev. Tony Cloose Installed at Zion Lutheran Church, Mora  
on Sunday, January 8, 2017 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row:  Rev. Del Meyer, Rev. Tim Renstrom, Rev. Paul Cloeter (District VP & Installer), 
Rev. Jacob Dandy, Rev. Bradley Vogt, Rev. Marc Freiberg, Sr. & Rev. James Groleau 
Middle row:  Rev. Robin Collins, Rev. Glen Kleppe, Rev. David Franzmeier, Rev. Don Po-
lege, Rev. Philip Hoppe 
Front:  Rev. Tony Cloose 
 



    

  

     Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 
 1/16/2017  Page 3 

Pastor Tim Schiller Installed at Good Shepherd, Alexandria 
Rev. Schiller was installed as pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Alexandria on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8th, 2017. We welcome Rev. Schiller and his wife Laura, and pray that God will lead and guide him 
and the members of Good Shepherd as together we continue to spread His Word in the Mission Field. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in the service were, from left (front row) Rev. Dennis Angland, Rev. David Hinz, Dr. Donald 
Fondow, Installer and District President, Rev. Tim Schiller, Rev. William Moeller, Sr., Rev. Del Stohs, Rev. 
Dane Compton, Rev. Bob Brueske  
(back row) Rev. Kirk Lee, Rev.  Jeff Lee, Rev. Ed Borchardt, Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, Rev. James Walburg, 
Rev. Roger Krebs, Rev. Terry Finnern 

 
 

 DCE Ken Bakalyar Retires 

On December 18th 2016 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Alexan-
dria, said farewell to their DCE, Ken Bakalyar.  Ken retired after 34 
total years in Ministry. He served as the DCE at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Alexandria, MN for eleven and one half years. 
During that time he has been a true blessing to all and he is wished 
well in his retirement. Everyone had a wonderful time at the retire-
ment party. There were a lot of hugs of appreciation and a lot of 
laughs! It was great to see so many turn out to thank Ken for his 
service to our Lord and Good Shepherd congregation. Thank you 
Ken for the memories and the blessing you have been! 

 

DCE Ken Bakalyar and wife Ruth 
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Lutheran Young Adult Corps 
Encourages young people to put their passion for service to work within the 

church. 
Fosters Leadership in the church for service now and in the future 
Puts new energy and resources into the hands of churches and organizations 

located in under resourced urban communities. 
 
LCMS men and women ages 18 to 26 will serve Synod congregations, cam-

pus ministry locations, Recognized Service Organizations and other set-
tings.  In 2017, participants will be based in one of four cities:  Boston, 
New Orleans, Philadelphia and St. Louis. 

 
Young People  ---  For More information – visit the Synod Website -- https://

www.lcms.org/young-adult-corps 
 
Sponsor a young adult by going to the Synod Website -- https://

www.lcms.org/givenow/young-corps 
 
Host a group of young people to serve the church by going to the Synod 

Website and applying at --  https://www.lcms.org/young-adult-corps/
community-partners 

 
 

https://www.lcms.org/young-adult-corps
https://www.lcms.org/young-adult-corps
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/young-corps
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/young-corps
https://www.lcms.org/young-adult-corps/community-partners
https://www.lcms.org/young-adult-corps/community-partners
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School Resource Available  
In the United States, it has been over 50 years since the death of a student due to a school fire.  This is be-
cause many changes have taken place with Fire Codes and Building Construction to prevent such deaths in 
schools.  In MN schools are mandated to have 5 fire drills every school year along with 5 lock-down drills 
and one tornado drill.  However, most schools were not designed with the possibility of an active shooter.  
As a result, too many people have died in school shootings.  While we can’t spend the money to design 
and build new school buildings, many things can be done to reduce or minimize the potential of school 
deaths as a result of violence.  For more information regarding what measures can be taken to reduce the 
risk of such a death in your school contact Chaplain Steve Breitbarth who has over 25 years of training and 
experience with School Crisis [s.breitbarth@mchsi.com or (218-929-1110)] to possibly arrange an onsite 
visit. 
 

 
 

Volunteer Chaplain Training Offered 
Attention Chaplains and those who are serving in a capacity as a Volunteer Chaplain plus anyone interest-
ed: two training sessions will be held at the MN District Office, 10 am – 2 pm on Friday, March 24.  The 
topics will be Crisis Response & Suicide.  Everyone is welcome to attend. ICPC CEU’s will be available for 
these classes.  There is no cost for this training which will be conducted by Master Level Chaplain Steve 
Breitbarth  [s.breitbarth@mchsi.com or (218-929-1110)].  Pre-registration no later than Wed, March 22, is 
required. 
 
Chaplain Steve has served as an LCMS pastor for 35 years, is a MN Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist for 27+ years, a 
grief counselor, for 35 years a trained Advocate for the local Aid to Sexual Assault Program, an Emergency Services Chaplain 
for over 15 years along with over 500 hours of training, an LCMS Ecclesiastically Endorsed Emergency Services Chaplain, an 
LCMS Disaster Response Chaplain, a Master level Police, Fire and EMS Chaplain.  Chaplain Steve Breitbarth  
[s.breitbarth@mchsi.com / (218-929-1110)]. 

Pastoral Education Scholarship!!! 
Deadline – April 15, 2017 
 
Church Mutual Insurance Company Foundation is offering 50 $5,000 scholarships for 

the 2017-2018 Academic year to individuals enrolled in an advanced degree religious 

studies program.  Church Mutual Insurance states; “As part of our mission to Protect 

the Greater Good, Church Mutual Insurance Company believes helping our young vi-

brant religious leaders today will ensure strong faith-based communities of tomor-

row.”  The foundation is newly formed as known as CM Cares. 

Eligibility requirements and application information can be found at 

www.churchmutual.com/cmcares-scholars.   

Are your Congregation Policies in Compliance with Insurance Company? 

Does your Congregation have a policy to address accusations of misconduct of a sexual nature?  Do you know the procedure 
spelled out in your policy?  Many Insurance Companies are requiring such a policy to be in place.  For more information re-
garding a 3 hour workshop on addressing these issues, please contact Rev. Steve Breitbarth [s.breitbarth@mchsi.com or (218-
929-1110)]  

mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
http://www.churchmutual.com/cmcares-scholars
mailto:s.breitbarth@mchsi.com
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The CROSS Appeal 

Having celebrated Christ’s birthday during Christmas vacation, children have 
now returned to their studies, learning about God and this world in which He has 
placed us.  In Chapel, we have been learning about Epiphany.  Jesus made mani-
fest His divine nature, bringing light and hope into the world.  Ultimately, that 
hope was fulfilled by His sacrifice on the CROSS, through which we have for-
giveness and salvation. 
 

Here in northern Minnesota we experience diminished hours of sunlight in late December.  Now the hours of daylight 
are beginning to lengthen again.  Just as Jesus made manifest His light, the Light of the World, we also look forward to 
the light and warmth of Easter and spring. 
 

Nonetheless, on the more pleasant days, our children like to go out and play in the snow in our schoolyard, especially 
where the snowplows have left large hills of snow.  The mounds are growing, making it even more fun!  Of course, we 
also find other entertainment for our students in these cold months.  Last week we had a family bowling night that was 
well-attended.  Next week we will be having our January school supper fundraiser, another opportunity for getting to-
gether to enjoy food and fellowship. 
 

In two weeks, Lutheran schools across the nation will be celebrating Lutheran Schools Week.  The St. John Lutheran 
School is also having a Science Fair on Thursday of that week, so our students have been working on their research and 
experiments, getting their projects ready for the big day.  In addition, we have been learning and rehearsing songs that 
we will sing when visiting churches and nursing homes in the community, as part of celebrating Lutheran Schools 
Week.  It’s also National School Choice Week, giving a double purpose for reaching out to the community and sharing 
the good news about the opportunity for a Christ-centered education for any child who is interested. 
 

This week our students have been taking end-of-semester examinations, too.  Various assessments of progress so far 
through the first two quarters have been the focus for the last few days.  Next week we will get started on a new semes-
ter of academic exploration and mastery. 
 

One novelty in our school has been the coming of a couple of new guests into our 3rd to 8th grade classroom after 
Christmas: a pair of guinea pigs named Stuart and Cocoa.  Children enjoy taking turns holding, petting, providing food 
and water, and cleaning out the cage.  It looks like we will share an interesting semester with these new classroom pets! 

 

St. John Lutheran School, Thief River Falls, MN 

 

Trinity Lutheran, Bemidji  

designs Christmas Banner 
 

The new Christmas banner at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bemidji originated 

from an old Christmas bulletin cover.  It was modified to fit the banner back-

ground of 8 feet by 4.5 feet.  There are over 500 individual snowflakes that 

make up the angel’s gown and each were cut out by the members and or-

ganizations of the congregation.  Some were individually cut and others 

were laser cut on a machine.  Each organization and family unit of the con-

gregation has their name on a snowflake. Members of Trinity’s Altar Circle 

and individuals assembled the banner over three days.  The banner has 

hung in the chancel at Trinity from Advent through Epiphany. 
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Main Street Living North Broadcasts 
 
 
A group of laymen and pastors from the North Dakota and Minnesota North Districts of the LCMS have 
been working feverishly to bring a new gospel outreach ministry to large portions of the two districts!  Be-
ginning January 1, 2017 at 10:00 AM, “Main Street Living North” began airing a Sunday forenoon program 
on the Fox Television affiliates including KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1, KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand 
Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, and cable and satellite sys-
tems carrying these stations. The program features LCMS Pastors from the broadcast area leading a 30 mi-
nute worship service, preceded by a 30 minute children’s program called “Kid’s Crossing”. Each week, con-
gregations will receive a brief bulletin article describing the content of the current week’s message and 
children’s program. Television is a way to reach people who cannot participate in their own church ser-
vices as well as people who do not attend worship services.  We ask you to help us build awareness of this 
new ministry. 
 

Although the viewing area of this TV program covers approximately the eastern half of North Dakota and 

the western half of northern Minnesota, all programs can be viewed by everyone at anytime on 

www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com  

 

The original Main Street Living program has become an important part of the ministry throughout South 
Dakota, serving thousands of shut-ins and nursing home residents.  It is also an effective outreach to those 
who have not been attending services in their local area.  For 15 years God has richly blessed this ministry 
in South Dakota to the point they felt that the time is now to expand to the eastern half of North Dakota 
and western half of northern Minnesota. The hope is to be able to expand to all of North Dakota and Min-
nesota in the near future. With God’s will and your help it will happen. We solicit your prayers and support 
for this new effort! You can learn more about Main Street Living at www.mainstreetliving.com.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
http://www.mainstreetliving.com
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500th Anniversary Reformation —2017 
  

MN North-South Districts/Concordia University St. Paul Reformation 
500 Celebration 
 The weekend of October 29, 2017 will have a number of opportunities for mem-

bers and friends of the LCMS to celebrate the Reformation at Concordia Universi-
ty, St. Paul, including an art exhibit of Reformation-themed pieces, displays of 
rare books and other resources from the Concordia collection, the play Luther by John Osborne, performed 
on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, a continuous showing of one of the Luther films, and other fun 
and engaging activities.  Costs for all of these events will be funded by CSP. 

 The cornerstone event will be the joint Worship Service at 4:00 p.m. on October 29th co-sponsored by the 
Minnesota North and Minnesota South Districts and Concordia University.  The Service will feature a mass 
adult, youth and children’s choirs, dramatic vignettes performed by the cast of Luther, and a sermon by 
LCMS President Matthew Harrison. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   * 

Luther Country Welcomes You to “Celebrate the Reformation!”  Would you like to be 
part of the Reformation Jubilee?   Join the international celebrations by uploading a photo! 
Throughout the Reformation anniversary year (Oct 31, 2016 to Oct 31, 2017), show the world that you, too, 
are part of the celebration.   Use #LutherCountry if you also share your photos in social networks.  Or go to 
www.celebrate-the-reformation.com    
The intent of the project is to invite congregations around the English speaking world to participate virtual-
ly in the Reformation by taking a picture of the congregation and uploading it on the website. Once the pho-
to is approved by Luther Country, the corresponding geographic location of the congregation on the map 
can be seen on the website and in Wittenberg on a large screen in the Saxony-Anhalt Shop (between Luther 
House and Castle Church).  
 

*   *   *   *   * 
Free resources can help congregations celebrate  
500th Reformation anniversary 
 
The kit of downloadable resources is expected to be available this month (January) on the Synod’s Reformation-anniversary web-
site at lutheranreformation.org/resources. 
 
The resources may be customized to include the congregation’s name and contact information. 
 
The resource kit will include: 

 posters for use in the congregation and the community; 

 a newspaper ad; 

 a newspaper article about the anniversary; 

 a newspaper op-ed article; 

 a church newsletter article; 

 a banner pattern; 

 12 half-page bulletin inserts; 

 12 copy-and-paste bulletin blurbs; and 

 numerous social-media memes. 
The new kit complements resources already available at lutheranreformation.org. 

http://www.celebrate-the-reformation.com
http://www.lutheranreformation.org/resources
http://www.lutheranreformation.org
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Pastors, Elders and Lay Leaders  
You Are Invited to Attend an Elders Retreat 

at Concordia University, St. Paul 
 February 3-4, 2017 

 

In today's troubling society, many congregations are in desperate need of lay leadership training based on the Word of 
God.   
 
Our guest presenter, the Rev Rolf Preus, is Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Sidney, 
MT and St John Lutheran Church, Fairview, MT.  Rev Preus has many years experience 
as a parish pastor and has done extensive lecturing in the area of Lutheran catechesis.  
 
The theme of this year's retreat is “Our Father in Heaven and our Fathers on Earth”.  Lay 
Leadership begins in the home. Topics include:  
· The Fatherhood of God and the Christian Father 
· The Gospel Foundation of Christian Fatherhood 
· The Father as the Pastor of his own Home 
· The Father and his Pastor 
· The Husband and Father, Wife and Children 
· The Christian Father and Modern Feminism 
 
The registration fee is $30.00 per person until January 15, 2017 and $40.00 thereafter. 
 
Sponsored by: St Paul Lutheran Church, Bertha, MN; Hosanna Lutheran Church, Buffalo, MN; Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Jasper, MN; Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pipestone, MN; and Bethlehem Lutheran Church, St. Paul, MN  
 
Additional information including registration at:  http://www.bethlehem-eaststpaul.org       
Contact Information: Bob Van Gundy—Bethlehem Lutheran Church, St Paul, MN 55106     651-738-1961 

 

Prayer requests and News from Rev. Bernie Lutz 
 

“The Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan-Sudan elected the Rev. Peter Anibati Abia bishop elect at an Xtra 
Ordinary Convention called for December 9-14, 2016.  Bishop-elect Peter has replaced Bishop Wilson Rule Noah who 
has served the ELCSS-S for the past five years. The Rev. Dr. Robert Rahn, LHF Founder and  Rev. Bernie Lutz have been 
asked to participate in the Installation and Commissioning of Rev. Peter January 22, 2-17. Pastor Bernie will also lead a 
workshop on Advanced Christian Leadership in Yambio, Gbudue State and also in Bishoftu, Ethiopia. Bernie, be-
sides helping to prepare seminary students at CLHIM,  has participated in leading reconciliation topics for the govern-
ment troops and rebels as they seek concord and  peace for this young nation. 
 

The MNN District congregations and leaders are being asked to pray for the success of Bishop elect Peter and other 
new leaders of the ELCSS-S as they join together to bring the Gospel to many souls in South Sudan. God has opened 
many doors, may we enter those doors with confidence, trusting God to bless our efforts. 
 

A special word of love and thanksgiving to the MNN leaders and congregations for the support given to the Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation's work of translating Luther's Small Catechism into many languages in South Sudan, including 
Azande, Nuer and the Dinka languages.  Prayer is encouraged for the many efforts being made to reach Sudanese as 
these people gather in large groups in populated areas of the MNN District.  Please continue your prayers and gifts of 
monetary support for the work of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation. 
 

Both Bernie and Elly Lutz will be (DV) teaching in South Sudan and Ethiopia this coming summer.   Let’s thank God for 
the mission spirit of the MNN District as the Gospel is shared at home and overseas!   Dr. Lutz is available for preach-
ing mission Sundays on behalf of LHF.“ 

http://www.bethlehem-eaststpaul.org/pages/140.html
tel:651-738-1961
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See next page for Registration Form 
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Meet Jesus 

Make Friends 

Make a Difference 

 

2017 Joint Circuit Convocation 

Hosted by the Northeast Circuit of Minnesota South District and  

Rum River Circuit of Minnesota North District 

 

“The Christian Response to Islam” 

Speaker:  Rev. Nabil Nour, 

Third Vice President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

Saturday, March 4, 2017  -  9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

7700 Monroe Street NE, Spring Lake Park, MN 

 

Registration:  $10 Adults ($5—Youth 18 & under) Lunch provided 

 

Register online:  foclutheran.org/home/convocation-registration 

 

Send payments to: Prince of Peace Lutherna Church, 7700 Monroe St. NE,  

Spring Lake Park, MN  55432 

 

Attention Treasurers: 
 

Treasurers’ Workshop has been scheduled for Saturday, April 8, 2017, at the Minnesota North Dis-

trict office.   

Call or email the District Office to register (218/829-1781  angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org) or register online 

at: Treasurer’s Workshop Registration 

 

Changed on 1/1/2017, the IRS has decreased the standard business mileage rate to 53.5¢ per mile 
(from 54¢ in effect since 1/1/16).  The standard medical and moving mileage rate has likewise decreased 
to 17¢ per mile (from 19¢).  These new rates apply to mileage reimbursements paid to an employee on or 
after January 1, 2017, with respect to transportation expenses paid or incurred by the employee on or after 
January 1, 2017.  
  
The rate used for charitable deduction purposes, set by statute rather than IRS, remains at 14¢ per mile. 

 

http://foclutheran.org/home/convocation-registration
mailto:angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/news
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Three separate events comprise the unique DOXOLOGY experience: 
The Gathering (four days with fellow pastors).  The Encore (a weekend for pastors and lay leaders).  The Grand 
Reunion (a weekend for pastors and their wives). 
• Pastors who have completed the program report greater confidence and competence, joy and satisfaction in minis-
try. 
• Lay leaders have gained insight into the complexity of ministry in our time and how they and their peers in the con-
gregation can be linked more closely with their pastor in mutual support and encouragement. 
• Pastor’s wives are encouraged with their unique challenges; most observe that DOXOLOGY makes a remarkable 
difference for them and their children. 
 

FLORIDA 

Fruitland Park, FL 
Gathering: Jan. 30-Feb 2, 2017 
Encore:  Dec. 1-3, 2017 
Grand Reunion: Aug. 4-6,  
2017 Kansas City, KS 
 

Such a high quality comprehensive program for laity, pastors and their wives comes with a high price tag: currently 

over $4,800, which includes all costs except for transportation. BUT thanks to generous gifts from the LCMS Office 

of  National Mission and partner foundations each 2017 congregation will receive a grant of $2,900. 

 

Cost to Congregation: $1,700        Cost to Pastor: $100 

 

This fee can be paid in three installments, spread over two fiscal years. In cases of special need, we invite congrega-
tions to call us to explore additional grant funding.  
 
Registration Fee Covers: 
The total cost for Meals/lodging and tuition for the pastor (10 days)   Meals/lodging and tuition for one lay 
leader (3 days)      Meals/lodging and tuition for the pastor's wife (3 days) 
 

Please visit our website for more information. Be sure to explore the multiple resources for contemporary ministry we 

make available there, as well as the growing video library of lectures from Dr. John Kleinig and other top pastoral theo-

logians. 

 

Take three minutes to view our new “What is DOXOLOGY” video  that provides a quick overview of the three compo-

nents in our classic program of training in advanced skills for the care of souls. 

 

Finally we invite you to review the multiple short interviews with our grads and their wives available on our YouTube 

channel to hear how DOXOLOGY has transformed their ministry and life. 

 

 

DOXOLOGY delivers personal/advanced pastoral skills jam-packed with instruction, peer interaction, and focused 

learning – all provided in refreshing retreat surroundings. Conference chaplains and musicians offer multiple opportuni-

ties to be strengthened by God’s Word and corporate prayer. 
 

 

KANSAS 

Wichita, KS 
Gathering: June 26-29, 2017 
Encore: Jan. 26-28, 2018 
Grand Reunion: Aug. 4-6, 
2017  Kansas City, KS  

ILLINOIS 

Springfield, IL 
Gathering: July 10-13, 2017 
Encore: Nov. 10-12, 2017 
Grand Reunion: Aug. 3-5, 
2018 Location TBA  

http://marketing.orionweb.net/t/r-l-ykcthly-hddtikjukl-y/
http://marketing.orionweb.net/t/r-l-ykcthly-hddtikjukl-d/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecAIlrDSEkI
http://marketing.orionweb.net/t/r-l-ykcthly-hddtikjukl-u/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DoxologyLCMS
https://www.youtube.com/user/DoxologyLCMS
http://marketing.orionweb.net/t/r-l-ykcthly-hddtikjukl-j/
http://marketing.orionweb.net/t/r-l-ykcthly-hddtikjukl-t/


    

  

     Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 
 1/16/2017  Page 17 

2016 Shepherds Canyon Retreat Schedule 
 

Shepherd’s Canyon Retreats begin 2017 with our  January 17-24 retreat—the largest we have ever host-
ed.  In fact, our January retreat will actually be two retreats held at the same time with two sets of counse-
lors. 
 
Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat offers seven carefully designed days of individual, couple, and group Christian 
counseling for no more than four couples (singles are welcome). Our emphasis is upon Christian profession-
al church workers including, but not limited to, pastors, missionaries, rostered teachers, directors of Chris-
tian education, deaconesses, and their spouses. 

Two Christian therapists – a male and a female – are on staff providing counseling services at each Shep-
herd's Canyon Retreat.  These counselors may include Clinical Psychologists, Licensed Professional Coun-
selors, Pastoral Counselors, and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists.  (We are searching for more re-
treat counselors.) 

During the seven-day retreat, each person is offered twenty-five hours of counseling including individual, 
couple, and group counseling. Initial hours are spent in assessing the participant's history and needs. Based 
on issues identified, subsequent counseling is designed to deal with those concerns. 
 
Retreat costs remain the same:  $3,500 for a couple; $2,500 for a single person.  Partial scholarship funds are 
available from the Synod and we are thankful for that. 
 
Any potential client should call our Counseling Care Director, Pastor Phil Lee, LMFT, to discover if what a 
SCR offers and the needs they bring are a “good fit”.  Phil’s number is 206-601-5217 (Seattle). 
 
Schedule 
February 14-21, 2017 
March 14-21, 2017 
April 18-25, 2017 
May 9-16, 2017 
May 30-June 6, 2017 
August 15-21, 2017 
September 12-19, 2017 
October 17-24, 2017 
November7-13   
November 28-December 5, 2017 
  
www.ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org  
 

Available from Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
 
FREE RESOURCE: Do you have a Japanese fr iend you’d like to share the Gospel with? The Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation has a new, free resource that can help: a pocket-sized edition of Luther’s Small Cate-
chism, translated into the Japanese language. To order your copy, email info@LHFmissions.org or call 
LHF at (800)554-0723. LHF has translated good Lutheran books into more than 90 languages; to search 
their database of free resources, go to www.LHFmissions.org/publications. 

http://www.ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org
mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
http://www.LHFmissions.org/publications
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 Teaching the Faith: Youth 
 
In her  book Almost Christian, Kenda Creasy Dean quotes a study which 
states: “The more available religiously grounded relationships, activities, pro-
grams, opportunities and challenges are for teenagers, the more likely they will 
be religiously engaged and invested. In other words, ‘congregations that priori-
tize youth ministry and support for their parents, invest in trained and skilled 
youth group leaders and make serious efforts to engage and teach adolescents 
seem much more likely to draw youth into their religious lives and to foster reli-
gious and spiritual maturity in their young members.’”  
 

Now, I can hardly think of anyone who could come up with a cogent argu-
ment against this statement. When presented with this concept, most people I encounter in the LCMS agree 
that this seems to be pretty much common sense. However, practically speaking, some-where between com-
mon sense and prac-tice, our thoughts and practice become divergent. We speak of our youth as the church 
of tomorrow so we endeavor to entertain them, hoping that once we have their attention we can somehow get 
them to stick around. Fun is great and we need to have fun. That is not a problem whatsoever. However, it 
can’t be the only thing. Or, we try to pull the old bait and switch with promises of fun, thinking that learning 
the faith can be snuck in here and there at opportune moments.  

 
I have been less than appreciative of those who hide their real intentions and our youth are no different. 

Our children, our youth, our young adults are the church of today and are just as much in need of being 
trained up on pure spiri-tual milk so that by it they, “may grow up into salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). We have 
what is essentially a fleeting opportunity with our young people. Let us then not waste a moment.  

 
What then should we do? How can we do this? What are some resources for teaching the faith to our youth? 
Angela Kollbaum, our congregation’s youth leader and my wife, is often asked these same questions. Cer-
tainly there are many good resources out there but her short answer is almost always … start with the Bible. 
Seems simple enough. Read it with your youth, discuss what you’ve read and grow together by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. If you have questions yourself, ask your pastor or a teacher, make some phone calls or send 
some emails, the answers are out there, you don’t have to have them all. But the joy you’ll find there in 
God’s Word and the fellowship of being gathered around it will prove invaluable!  
 
So, have some fun! Throw some dodge balls, burn some firewood and make s’mores, sing, laugh … and 
grow in faith through God’s most precious Word! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributed by Rev. Todd Kollbaum, director, LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission. 
LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and encourages rural and small town congregations in engaging their commu-

nities and growing together in Christ through Word and Sacrament.  If you have a good idea for outreach or a story you’d like 

to share so that we can share it with others, please email Amy Gerdts at amy.gerdts@lcms.org. Learn more about us at 

www.lcms.org/rstm ,by calling our office at 888-463-5127, by email at rstm@lcms.org  or “like” us on our 

facebook page at www.facebook.com/lcmsrstm. 

 
  

mailto:gerdts@lcms.org
http://www.spife.org
mailto:ruralmission@spife.org
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Mission Support Opportunity for  
Delano and Linda Meyer 

 
Remember Delano and Linda Meyer and Jacque Breman in prayers as 
they will do Agricultural Mission Work in the Turkana Region of Ken-
ya from mid-January to Mid-March 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                               [typical Turkana homes just outside of Lodwar, Kenya] 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to support the project which will fund flights, transportation and other mission expenses for 
Jacque, Clarence and us while serving in E. Africa,  checks should be made out to The Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod.  Designate contributions to:  # 61007 Agricultural Consultancy in East Africa.   
Mail to:   

Mission Central 
Gary Thies, Mission Development Counselor 
40718 Hwy. E 16 
Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
          [Rev. Shauen Trump greets children in the Kakuma Refugee Camp] 
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Dedication of the Project 24 Center 
At Lenkishon  

 

 
 
The P24 Center in Lenkishon is scheduled 
to be dedicated during the State of the 
Project Forum February 23rd and 24th, 
2017.  
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Special Mission Projects 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church & School,  

Cotton Tree, Liberia 

 
 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School, Cotton Tree, Liberia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all of you again for your support for these young people who 
are growing in Christ and being prepared for leadership in the future. 

 Rev. James Kollie 
Concordia Theological Semi-
nary 
6600 N. Clinton Street 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 
260/760-7883 
james.kollie@ctsfw.edu  

 
 

 
Teachers at Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Cotton Tree, are paid between $65—$175 per month.  
Perhaps you would like to support one teacher each month with prayer and funding. 
 
Contributions toward the salaries of the teachers and for support of students at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School, Cotton Tree, Liberia should be sent to the Minnesota North District—LCMS 
     Earmark them for Cotton Tree Lutheran School—Teachers Salaries or Student Support 
     Send to the District at:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401 
 

Cotton Tree School 
Received  5/15-1/15/2017 

$35,765.21 

mailto:james.kollie@ctsfw.edu
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Special Projects— Rev. James Kollie,  
Jamesetta Kollie & Gifty Kollie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

You are encouraged to support the education funds for Rev. James 
Kollie, Jamesetta Kollie or Gifty Kollie.  Contributions should be sent 
to the Minnesota North District—LCMS 
     Earmark your gift(s) specifically and send to:  
    Minnesota North District 
 PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401  

Jamesetta Student Aid 
Concordia University—St. Paul 

Received 5/15-1/15/17 
$1,832.82 

Gifty Student Aid  
Mayer Lutheran High School 

Received 5/15-1/15/17 
$1,159.56 

Pastor Kollie  
Education Fund 

Received 5/15-1/15/17 
$  768.03 
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Rev. Eddie & Melissa Hosch III serve the LCMS as career missionaries in Lima, 
Peru.  Pastor Hosch plants new churches and mission centers in Lima.  He works 
with and teaches new believers to develop into self-sustaining congregations of 
Word and Sacrament ministry that reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Pastor Eddie and Melissa have two children—Alexandria and Joseph—who join 
them on the mission field.  (Pastor Hosch formerly served as pastor of Gethsema-
ne, Snellman, MN) 
To see the Hosch’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here 
For the Hosch’s newsletter — Click here. 
 

 
Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serve as ca-
reer missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of 
sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, Underwood).  In this 
role, Rev. Jastram helps develop and implement a strategic mission plan for this area.  
He coordinates theological education opportunities and also supervises and evaluates 
theological educators throughout northern Asia.  When needed, Pastor Jastram teaches 
courses at Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary, Tokyo.  Before her missionary service 
in Asia, Dr. Joan Jastram worked as a clinical psychologist and plans to continue in this 
capacity. 
 
To see the LCMS Prayer and Giving Information—Click Here 
 

 Click here for the Jastram’s newsletters.  
 

 

Miss Julie McManus serves the Lord through the LCMS as GEO missionary in Kenya. 
(Julie is the daughter of Rev. Dennis McManus—St. Mark’s, Benson.)  Julie helps other 
missionary families during their time of transition to life in Kenya and when they are taking 
language classes.  She helps with the early childhood-aged children in these families and 
supports the mothers who are taking care of these toddlers.  Julie also supports some of 
the schools sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK).  Julie has a 
bachelor’s degree in early childhood education from the Univ. of Wisc.-Stout, Menomonie. 
 
To see Julie’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here. 
 Click here for Julie’s newsletter and/or blog.  Please note especially the need for financial 

assistance for the remainder of Julie’s service in order to be fully funded through 
2017.  See next page for letter from Missionary Rev. Shauen Trump 

 
 
Rev. Matthew and Heather Ruesch and family serve as LCMS career missionaries in 
Puerto Rico.  (former pastor at Shepherd of the Lake, Garrison, MN.)  Pastor Ruesch 
serves as the pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Mayaguez, Puerto Pico, an 
existing LCMS church plant.  He provides Word and Sacrament ministry to the congre-
gation and directs evangelism and mercy efforts in the Mayequez community.  Pastor 
Matthew & Heather have three children—Isabella, Paul and Sofia—who are with them 
in Puerto Rico. 
 
For the Ruesch’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here. 
Click here for the Ruesch’s newsletter.  
 
 
 

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to:  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, PO Box 66861, St. Lou-
is, MO  63166-6861—with their name/country in the memo line of your check   

 or 
 Send to the Minnesota North District—LCMS, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN—earmarked for the specific missionary. 

Special Projects— Missionaries 
with Minnesota North Connections 

http://prayercards.lcms.org/Hosch_Peru_April%202016.pdf
http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/?u=3a31ab27bb6b569d4316d3bc6&id=a4cb84cab2&e=ae41ec7c1a
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Jastram_Northern%20Asia_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
http://jastrams.me/newsletters/
http://prayercards.lcms.org/McManus_Kenya_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a560bbe119b59c78b8f54aa46/files/2016_12_23_letter_for_julie_to_supporters.pdf
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Ruesch_Puerto%20Rico_Oct%202015_FINAL.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8G7J9oS1tIhdGJLOHNDWmhtTFk/view
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CALLS ACCEPTED 
CAMBRIDGE, Joy  - Colloquy Candidate Daniel Lewis, Little Canada, MN, accepted the Call.  Ordination/

Installation on January 15, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 
DEER CREEK, Trinity - Rev. Donald Wagner (Christ, Elbow Lake, Zion, Hoffman, MN) accepted the Call.  

Installation on February 5, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.  
GARFIELD, St. John - Rev. Jeffrey Ross (Nicolai/Zion, Canby/Boyd, MN) accepted the Call.  Installation on 

February 5, 2017 at 2 p.m. 
SAUK RAPIDS, Good Shepherd Community & Good Shepherd Lutheran Church—Rev. Keith Weise 

(Lutheran Sr. Services, St. Louis, MO) accepted the Call.  Installation on February 5, 2017 at 4 p.m. 
 
 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   
ADA/, Zion (Interim Pastor—Rev. Gary Rehborg) & GREEN MEADOW, St. John (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. 

Dean Bell) 
BAGLEY, Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jim Meyer)  Calling a Seminary Candidate. 
BEMIDJI, Trinity  - Called Rev. John Pasche, Hutchinson, MN. 
CANBY/BOYD, Nicolai/Zion (Vacancy Pastors—Rev. Steve Frank & Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp) Calling a Semi-

nary Candidate 
CHISHOLM, Grace  (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Brad Felix)   
MENAHGA/WOLF LAKE, Redeemer/Christ (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Ed Behling) Calling a Seminary Candi-

date 
MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—Mission and Ministry Facilitator (PLaN)  
MONTEVIDEO, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn) 
RICE, Shepherd of the Pines—Rev. Jacob Gillard, Cedar, MN, declined the Call. 
RUSH CITY, St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Tim Renstrom) 
SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dennis Schutte)  
VERGAS, St. John’s  
WEBER (North Branch), St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Paul Anderson) Calling a Seminary Candidate. 
 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 
Rev. Brady Finnern (Messiah, Sartell) has declined a Call to Good Shepherd, Milford, NE. 
Rev. Tim Heinecke (St. John’s, Park Rapids) has received a Call to New Life, Hugo, MN. 
Rev. Robert Lund (SMP Cand.) transferred from MNS District. 
New Circuit Visitor appointed—Wheaton Circuit:  Rev .Paul Warnier (Zion, Browns Valley) will replace Rev. 

Don Wagner who has accepted a Call to Trinity, Deer Creek, MN. 
 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CALLS AND CHANGES 
Alexandria, Zion—Calling a 2nd grade teacher. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Sabin—Calling DCE 
Prince of Peace Lutheran School, St. Cloud—Calling an Administrator/Teacher. 
DCE Ken Bakalyar (Good Shepherd, Alexandria) to emeritus. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

August 20, 2017—100th Anniversary—First, Grand Rapids 
In 2017—125th Anniversary—Trinity, New York Mills 

 
 

Contact the District Office if your congregation will be  
celebrating an Anniversary. 

PASTORAL VACANCIES MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT-LCMS 
(Listed Alphabetically) 

Church Anniversaries 
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WE PRAY 
for Melinda Cloose, wife of Rev. Anthony Cloose (St. Paul Lutheran Church, Frazee) who is undergoing treatment for 

thyroid cancer.  
for Rev. Greg Coop (Prince of Peace, Baxter) who is recovering from blood clots in his lungs. 
for Patton Douglas, infant grandson of Rev. Kirk and Tammy Douglas, Trinity New York Mills, who underwent 

 treatment for leukemia and is in remission.  
for Tammy Douglas, wife of Rev. Kirk Douglas (Trinity, New York Mills), who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
for Bonnie Felix, wife of Rev. Bradley Felix (Trinity Lutheran Church, Virginia) who is undergoing treatment for can-

cer. 
for Cheryl Fish, wife of Rev. Robin Fish (Immanuel, Verndale) who is recovering from knee replacement surgery on 

December 13th. 
for Mary Langemo Hughes, daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, Princeton, who is suffering from  
 hyperacusis. 
Rev. Harvey Kath, em., Bemidji, who will be undergoing surgery. 
for Mrs. Muriel Meichsner, wife of Rev. Jim Meichsner, Sauk Rapids, who is in failing health.  
Rev. David Milz (St. John’s, Kimball) who suffered an aortic aneurysm on Nov. 1st and is recovering from surgery. 
for Elaine Wagner (mother of Rev. Don Wagner, Elbow Lake/Hoffman) who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
for the safety of those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District family: 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Military Chaplain LCMS, Fort Leonard Wood, MO  
Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, former Associate Pastor at Holy Cross-St. Cloud and son-in-law of  Pastor Tom and 

Mary Brinkley (St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Navy, Gulf Port, Mississippi  
 Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth, em., Chisholm, police & fire chaplain 
SFC Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park Rapids—US Army 
Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

 SSG Nathan Gregg, son-in-law of Rev. Peter & Marlene Holm, Army Reserve, deployed to Afghanistan. 
Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, Gloria Dei, Pequot Lakes—MN National Guard 
Joshua Noble, son of Rev. Carl & Noble, St. Paul’s, Perham—US Army, Black Hawk helicopter pilot 
Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Guam 
1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake—Air Force 
Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, Walker, now with the 312th Eng. Unit serving in 

Kuwait. 
Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Elbow Lake/Hoffman, National Guard 

for the mission work of Rev. Eddie & Melissa Hosch as they serve as LCMS career missionaries in Lima, Peru.   
for the mission service of Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career missionaries through the LCMS in 

northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, 
Underwood).   

for God to bless Rev. Dr. Bernie Lutz as he travels to the Sudan to participate this month in the Installation of the new 
President of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan. 

for the mission work of Mr. Rob Lutz in Yambio, South Sudan, in the building of the House of Hope Orphanage and 
as he travels in February to Ethiopia to teach for the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia. 

for the safety of Julie McManus and God’s blessings and protection on her as she does the Lord’s work as GEO mis-
sionary in Kenya.  (Julie is the daughter of Rev. Dennis McManus—St. Mark’s, Benson). 

for Delano & Linda Meyer (agricultural missionaries) and Jacque Breman who will be serving as short-term Agricul-
tural Missionaries in Kenya from Jan.— March, 2017. 

for the mission work of Rev. Matthew and Heather Ruesch and family as they serve as LCMS career missionaries in 
Puerto Rico.  (former pastor at Shepherd of the Lake, Garrison)   

 
 

PRAISE 
to God for the blessing of a new grandson, Isaiah James Beck, born on January 4th to James and Erika Beck.  

Grandparents are Rev. John & Judy Beck, Frazee.    
 

AND GIVE THANKS 
to God for the Lutheran Schools in our District and Synod as we celebrate Nation Lutheran Schools Week (January 

22-28). 

 

In Our Prayers. . . . 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
                   
2017 
January 15, 2017—Sanctity of Human Life Sunday (or another Sunday of your choosing)  Click here for 

resources. 
January 17, 2017—Ministerial Health Commission Meeting at the District Office. 
January 17-20, 2017—Symposia Series at Concordia Theological Seminary—go to www.ctsfw.edu/

Symposia 
January 20, 2017—Principals’ Meeting at the District Office 
January 22-28, 2017—National Lutheran Schools Week—On This Rock 
January 27-29, 2017—LCMS Life Conference at Arlington, VA 
January 30-31, 2017—Circuit Visitors Conference at Lutheran Island Camp 
February 2, 2017—Division of Mission & Congregational Outreach [MaCO] mtg. at the DO 
February 3-4, 2017—Elders Retreat at Concordia University, St. Paul, MN—Presenter: Rev. Rolf Preus  see 

page 9 
February 11, 2017—MN North Lutheran Schools Bible Bowl 
February 12-13, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
February 17-18, 2017—Men’s Retreat at Lutheran Island Camp see pages 10 & 11 
February 25, 2017—Confessional Lutherans for Christ’s Commission (CLCC) Conference at Zion Lutheran 

Church, Alexandria  see pages 12 & 13 for registration information 
March 4, 2017—Joint Circuit Convocation (MNN & MNS) at Prince of Peace Lutheran, Spring Lake Park, MN  

See page 14 for details. 
March 17-18, 2017—Early Childhood Conference at  CSP  
March 23, 2017—Investigative Team Training at the District Office 
March 24, 2017—Volunteer Police Chaplain Training at the District Office See page 5 
March 24, 2017—Principals’ Meeting at St. Paul’s, Perham 
April 1, 2017—Bible Bowl—MNS & MNN at CSP  see page 15 
April 8, 2017—Treasurer’s Workshop at the District Office see page 14 for registration info 
April 14-17, 2017—District Office Closed (Good Friday—Easter Monday) 
April 18, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
May 15-17, 2017—MN State Pastoral Conference at Madden’s Resort on Gull Lake, Brainerd, MN. 
May 21-22, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
May 29, 2017—Memorial Day—District Office Closed 
June 5, 2017—Principal’s Summer Meeting 
June 22-25, 2017-LWML  Convention in Albuquerque, NM 
July 4, 2017—Independence Day—District Office Closed 
July 11, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
August 2-3, 2017—New Workers Orientation Retreat at the District Office 
August 20, 2017—100th Anniversary of First Lutheran , Grand Rapids, MN 
August 28-29, 2017—Circuit Visitors Conference at the District Office 
September 10-12, 2017—Fall Pastors Conference at Lutheran Island Camp 
September 24-25, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
October 10, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
October 19, 2017—Lutheran Educators’ Conference at Mankato 
October 29, 2017—Joint MNN/MNS/CSP Reformation Service at CSP with Pres. Matthew Harrison—4:00 

p.m. 
December 3-4, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
 

2018 
January 9, 2018—LWML MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
January 29-30, 2018—Circuit Visitors’ Conference at Lutheran island Camp 
February 11-12, 2018—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
April 9-11, 2018—23rd Convention of the Minnesota North District—LCMS at Arrowwood Resort, Alexandria, 

MN 
June 18-20, 2018—LWML Minnesota North District Convention at the Sanford Center, Bemidji, MN 

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-2017/
http://www.ctsfw.edu/Symposia
http://www.ctsfw.edu/Symposia
https://www.lcms.org/marchforlife
http://www.bethlehem-eaststpaul.org/pages/140.html
http://www.islandcamp.org/content_279.php
http://foclutheran.org/home/convocation-registration
https://www.csp.edu/academic-programs/teacher-education/early-childhood-educators-conference/
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/youth
https://www.csp.edu/event/reformation-500-worship-service/
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Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604 
Phone:  218/829-1781   800/482-5022 

Fax: 218/829-0037 

 e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

 
 
E-Mail addresses: 
  Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, District President              don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  
 Bev Olsen, Admin. Ass’t    bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org   
 
Mission & Ministry Facilitator: 
   Rev. Jeffrey Lee jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 
    
 George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager george.miller@mnnlcms.org   
   Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  
    LCEF      lcef@mnnlcms.org  
 
Care for Church Workers & their families: 
 Vacant  
 
Congregational Care Counselor:  
  Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org 

            
Lutheran Witness Editor: 
        Rev. Stephen Rutherford  (218/947-4182)             the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  
Gift Planning Counselor: 
 Mr. David Priebe  david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary: 
  Rev. Martin Mably, Elk River pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  

 

District Treasurer: 
      Mr. Mike Uran  treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 
Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532)  constitution@mnnlcms.org 

TO CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT: 

mailto:mnndist@mnnlcms.org
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/home
mailto:don.fondow@mnnlcms.org
mailto:bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org
mailto:jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org?subject=jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org
mailto:George.miller@mnnlcms.org
mailto:angie.ringstrom@mnn.lcms.org
mailto:lcef@mnnlcms.org
mailto:congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org?subject=congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org
mailto:davepriebe@aol.com
mailto:pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org
mailto:treasurer@mnnlcms.org
mailto:constitution@mnnlcms.org

