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MINUTES 

of   the 

BOARD   OF   DIRECTORS 
 

Minnesota North District 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Brainerd, Minnesota 
 

September 25-26, 2016 
 

MISSION STATEMENT:  “The Minnesota North District exists to further the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20) and to assist congregations as Great Commission Churches.” 

 
 

Sunday, September 25, 4:00 p.m. 
 

 
1. OPENING DEVOTIONS/BIBLE STUDY Mr. George Miller 

Mr. Miller spoke about those who have ongoing care needs and those who care for them. He 
shared from a devotional book for caregivers (Blessings & Prayers, by Annetta Dellinger and Karen 
Boerger). Reading from its introduction, Mr. Miller talked about the emotions, demands and needs 
of those who care for others, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. He shared how they can always go to 
God with their needs and remember that He is with them. In prayer, they can leave their needs at 
the foot of the cross and God will take care of them. Members of the Board shared various personal 
examples of those who have been in long-term care situations, receiving and giving care. They 
shared the importance of having conversations about faith and salvation and knowing that one’s 
salvation is found in Christ who knows them, regardless of their mental state.  
 
Prayers were made for the traveling Board members, caregivers, those who are served by them, 
and Ruth Bock who broke her leg. 
 
The Board concluded the devotion by singing “What A Friend We Have In Jesus.”  
 
 

2. ROLL CALL/MINUTES Rev. M. Mably 
 

a. ROLL CALL 
 

i. Members Present: President Fondow; Vice President Weber; Secretary Mably; 
Treasurer Uran; Lay Members: Browning, Kading, Meyer, Moldenhauer, and Mowrey; 
Advisory Members Miller.  
 

ii. Members Absent: Hansen, Cloeter, Rev. Jeff Lee, and Vice President Kirk Lee 
(excused). Vice President Lee joined the meeting shortly after the Roll Call was taken. 
 

b. MINUTES – Board of Directors Regular Meeting – May 1-2, 2016 (attached)  
i. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the Minutes of the May 1-2, 2016, Board of 

Directors meeting as printed. 
ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
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3. TREASURER’S REPORT Mr. M. Uran 
a. Mr. Uran shared the “Financial Statement” dated January 15, 2016 (attached), and spoke 

about the audited report that was received this past summer. The only 2 significant items to 
note are the same that have been noted in the past. One is an accrued compensation policy 
(what to do with accrued leave), which was addressed with the adoption of our revised 
Personnel Manual in May 2016. The other is the cash balance at the end of the fiscal year 
(beginning on pg. 3) which exceeds the FDIC coverage of up to 250,000. This amount went 
down quickly as a significant portion was sent to the Synod. Mr. Uran reported that there 
were no other significant items to note. The auditors shared that they were pleased with the 
work being done and how things are going.  
 

b. Mr. Uran shared the “Receipts from Congregations” (attached). The District is at 61% of 
receipts to date, lagging somewhat as compared to other years. The trend continues to 
flatten and even decline for money coming into the District and Synod. From a cash flow, the 
District is in good shape because of mission facilitator position being open. 
 

c. Mr. Uran shared the “Financial Statement” dated September 15, 2016 (attached) He noted 
the large balance at Bremer Bank due to the open mission facilitator position. A $36,000 
payout was received from the LCMS Foundation from a gift annuity which was unrestricted. 
Those funds are awaiting a decision in the future on how that money will be used. 
 

i. MOVED and SECONDED (on Monday): Accept the Financial Statements as 
presented. 

ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
 

d. Mr. Uran shared the “Investment Schedule” (attached), reflecting long term investments of 
the District with LCEF. 
 

e. He shared that the possibility of moving some District money to the Lutheran Federal Credit 
Union was explored. As it requires Board approval, further exploration was put on hold, 
pending Board approval.  
 

f. Some congregations are requesting to make donations to the District using LCEF’s “Joyful 
Response” electronic giving program. Being that this requires District approval, this was put 
on hold, pending Board approval. 
 

g. Mr. Uran discussed how Paypal has been used for registrations in the past for pastor’s 
conferences. The option of having an account for other District business is being explored. 
This PayPal account will not be connected to the District’s Bremer Bank account, but will be 
linked to a new account that will be opened. Being that this requires District approval, this 
was put on hold, pending Board approval.  
 

h. Mr. Uran asked for the Board’s approval to go forward in establishing an account with the 
Lutheran Federal Credit Union, the LCEF “Joyful Response” electronic giving program, and a 
Paypal account. 

 
i. MOVED and SECONDED: To proceed with opening a Lutheran Federal Credit Union 

account, establishing a LCEF “Joyful Response” electronic giving program and a 
Paypal account for the District. 

ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
 

  



Page 3 of 8 
 

j. Mr. Uran updated the Board on an offer that was received by the District in May on the 
District’s property in St. Cloud. A developer is interested in building a 55-60 unit apartment 
building on approximately 4.2 acres, which will require rezoning. Both Prince of Peace School 
and Love of Christ were approached. Prince of Peace gave their approval. Love of Christ is 
considering purchasing the property for $245,000 which is the amount at which the property 
has been appraised.  
 
A motion was made to table the discussion until the December meeting pending further 
information. 
 

i. MOVED and SECONDED: Table the discussion until the December meeting. 
ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BREAK – Fondow called for a recess and led a prayer for a meal prepared by Angie Ringstrom. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
4. OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT Mr. G. Miller 

 
Mr. Miller noted the new flat screen TV in the board room, purchased with LCEF Year-end Earnings 
at a significant discount. 
 
Mr. Miller shared an update on the Breezy Point 2016 Fall Report (attached). He shared that the 
chapel’s ministry is going very well, including an increasing fund balance without doing weddings, 
which used to be a significant fund source. Attendance has been very good. There are some 
structural issues with the building, which are being addressed.  

 
 

5. GIFT PLANNING REPORT        Mr. G. Miller 
 
Mr. Miller spoke about the recent unrestricted gift received from Louis Benson through the LCMS 
Foundation. 
 
 

6. LCEF  
a. Status Report 

i. Mr. Miller reviewed the 7.1.15 to 6.30.16 reports (attached). Investments are up, 
primarily due to the 3.5% offer. However, there is still money being withdrawn by 
investors. So, new investments are needed to counter the withdrawals. More loans 
are needed and there are a number of churches looking at medium to large project 
loans in the coming year. He shared the success and blessings that the Shared 
Blessings program has been to churches who have invested the time and effort in the 
program. 

ii. Mr. Miller shared that LCEF will be restructuring to provide quicker, more efficient 
service, where the strengths of Districts can be utilized, going from 2 to 3 regions. The 
first region to be restructured will be the central region, including Minnesota, 
restructured so that marketing and finance people will be in the region rather than 
everyone working through the national office in St. Louis. This change will include a 
regional office, which will be located at Concordia, St. Paul. There will be a 2 year 
transition process. 

iii. Mr. Miller shared the 7.1.16 to 8.31.16 LCEF Financial Report (attached). There was 
nothing significant to note. 
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iv. He spoke about the various programs being offered by LCEF (attached), including the 
Young Investors Back to School Service Contest, current investment opportunities, 
MissionInsite, and VisionPath. 

v. Mr. Miller shared the LCEF Investment Interest Rate (attached). 
 

b. Loan Applications Mr. G. Miller 
Mr. Miller distributed and reviewed Loans for Redeemer Lutheran, Willmar which had been 
previously approved by the executive committee of the Board. 

i. MOVED and SECONDED: Ratify the approval of Redeemer Lutheran, Willmar 
loan as presented.  

ii. ACTION: CARRIED. 
 

c. Mr. Miller distributed and reviewed the LCEF 2016 Voting Delegates for the MN North District 
(attached).  

i. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the LCEF 2016 Voting Delegates of MN North 
District. 

ii. ACTION: CARRIED. 
d. Mr. Miller continues to attempt to sell the property in Two Harbors. 

 
 

7. DIVISION OF MISSION and CONGREGATIONAL OUTREACH [MaCO]   
President Fondow in the absence of Rev. J. Lee. 

 
President Fondow shared the minutes of the 9.1.16 meeting (attached). He highlighted efforts to 
share District missional information to congregations and also an effort to assimilate professional 
workers into their congregations’/schools’ community.  
 
President Fondow shared the progress of the Anyuak church which is working toward becoming a 
chartered congregation. 
 
 

8. LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP REPORT Rev. K. Lee 
 
Rev. Lee shared a report for the 2016 Summer Camper totals, noting the usual dip in numbers due 
to the National Youth Gathering. The quilt auction continues to be a significant public relations day, 
with the proceeds being approximately $35,000.  
 
He shared totals of current loans held by the Camp.  
 
The Building Bridges campaign has begun, working at the nuclear phase, during which the 
campaign will be focusing on larger donors. The public portion of the campaign will begin in a 
couple of years. Currently the tentative goal of the campaign is $11 million, of which 2/3 is 
earmarked for construction. Rev. Lee shared a copy of the campaign folder which was passed 
around. The Lutheran Legacy Foundation will be where the campaign money raised will be kept. 
 
He reported that the Camp Board would like to meet with the District Board to update the Board on 
the campaign. 
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10. MINISTERIAL HEALTH COMMISSION REPORT Rev. D. Fondow 
 

President Fondow shared the minutes from the 6.7.16 and 9.6.16 meetings (attached).  
 
President Fondow shared that Professional Church Worker Care Coordinator, Rev. Ed Behling, 
who has served in the position for many years will be retiring as of December 31, 2016. President 
Fondow read Rev. Behling’s resignation letter to the Board. 
 
President Fondow noted the new officers of the committee. 

 
 
 
RECESS: President Fondow read 1st Timothy 2:1-6. With the upcoming presidential debate and the 
recent shootings across the country that have been dominating the news, he reminded the Board that 
we, as individuals can make a difference with and in prayer, especially for those in authority. Life with 
Jesus not only makes this world a better place but offers the promise of the life that is yet to come. He 
led the Board in prayer. The Board closed by singing LSB hymn 965.  
 

Monday, September 26, 2017 
 
RECONVENE:  Opening devotion was led by President Fondow, opening with the invocation and a 
prayer. Those in attendance read, verse by verse, 1st John 4:7-21. President Fondow spoke of the 
greatest power on earth ultimately being God’s love in Christ Jesus. He spoke of the humility and faith 
of former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General John Vessey. Jesus loved him and that was 
evident to those who met and knew him. President Fondow led those gathered in Responsive Prayer 1 
(LSB). The Board and guests closed with the singing of LSB hymn 571. 
 
 
 
11. DIVISION OF PARISH LIFE and NURTURE [PLaN] REPORT    

President Fondow in Rev. J. Lee’s absence 
 
President Fondow reviewed the PLaN meeting minutes from May 5 and August 8 (attached). He 
highlighted the stewardship resource “Experiencing the Joy of Generosity.” 
 
President Fondow also reviewed the YMT Planning Meeting Minutes (attached), highlighting the 
YMT training at Lutheran Island Camp in October. 
 
President Fondow reviewed the minutes from the Student Financial Aid Committee Meeting on July 
5 (attached). 
 

 
 

12. Litigation Review David Priebe 
 
The Board was updated regarding the status of litigation filed against the Synod, District, and a 
congregation.  
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14. Lutheran Island Camp Management Agreement David Priebe 
 
The Board was updated on the proposed revisions to the LIC Management Agreement. 
 

i. MOVED and SECONDED: That we proceed to work with LIC regarding the 
revising of the Management Agreement. 

ii. ACTION: CARRIED. 
 
 

15. PRESENTATION ON THE DEAF MINISTRY OF THE DISTRICT Rev. Bill Knaack 
 
Rev. Knaack spoke to the Board about his 22 years in Deaf Ministry, noting that the LCMS has the 
largest deaf ministry of all church bodies, a very strong ministry. He was originally called to the 
North Wisconsin District as a missionary-at-large, later assuming responsibilities in Minnesota North 
and North Dakota. At the height of this ministry, there were 19 preaching stations, now down to 11, 
with 180 members, 72 in Minnesota. At the height of the ministry, it served over 200 souls. Although 
having retired in January, he wants to and continues to serve in the ministry. The District pays for 
his benefits. Currently he meets with people in St. Cloud and Duluth, Minnesota and Fargo, Grand 
Forks, Minot and Rugby, North Dakota. 
 
He noted that reasons for declining deaf ministry are abortion and advances in medicine. 
 
Given Rev. Knaack’s age and the age of those he serves, he notes that although deaf ministry will 
likely cease to exist within a generation, there will be a need for the ministry to continue beyond his 
time of serving them. 
 
 

16. PRESIDENT’S REPORT Rev. D. Fondow 
 
Rev. Fondow began with sharing his response to Marcus Marsh’s letter, dated June 20, 2016. Rev. 
Fondow also shared the MN South District’s decision to continue the present approach to public 
policy as carried out jointly by the South and North Districts. 
 

i. MOVED and SECONDED: After reviewing aspects of increasing the District’s 
advocacy efforts per 2015 MN North District Convention’s Resolution 2-8 (To 
Investigate the Possibility of an Increased Legislative Advocacy), we affirm the 
work of Rev. Fred Hinz on our behalf and we affirm maintaining one voice 
representing both Districts. 

ii. ACTION: CARRIED. 
 
Rev. Fondow mentioned again that circuit realignment continues to be looked at. 
 
In sharing the current Vacancies in Synod, he noted the change in candidate and non-candidate 
status, per 2016 Synodical Convention Resolution 12-03. “Non-candidate status” no longer exists. 
Now, a Rostered Worker without a call goes on candidate status for a period of 15 years.  
 
Rev. Fondow spoke further of the Synod convention, reviewing the doubling of the number of floor 
committees, the large number of resolutions, along with the results of many. Ninety elected 
positions were filled. All in all, it was a good convention. 
 
Rev. Fondow reviewed the District congregations in the Calling Process and the current number of 
church workers in our District. 
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He shared that Rev. Stephen Rutherford is serving as the new editor of Lutheran Witness 
supplement. 
 
Rev. Fondow spoke about the New Worker Orientation and the Retired Workers Luncheon in 
August. 
 
Rev. Fondow reviewed changes in Pastoral Calls, Commissioned Minister Calls, and 
Congregational changes, including St. John’s, Wrenshall, Closing Service on December 27, 2015 
and First English, Lockhart (Independent) had Closing Service on August 28, 2016. 
 
Rev. Ronald Mahnke was called to glory on July 18, 2016. 
 
He updated the Board on the CROSS appeal, which has received nearly $42,000. 
 
He updated the Board on the District’s Campus Ministries and the Anyuak Ministry in St. Cloud. 
 
He updated the Board on the current District Student Financial Aid Committee and the funds that 
have been awarded.  
 
Rev. Fondow shared that the new Synod/District Life Coordinator position has been filled by Rev. 
Geoffrey Gronewold, Alexandria. 
 
He spoke of the tremendous asset that Rev. Fred Hinz is, serving as the Public Policy Advocate for 
the Minnesota North and South Districts. 
 
The Sower’s fund is blessed to be in the black. 
 
Rev. Fondow updated the Board that Rev. James Kollie is attending classes at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne and will finish this coming spring (2017). He has spoken of 
possibly pursuing a doctorate. The current economy is very poor in Liberia. The District has helped 
them build a new church building and establish a school. Teacher’s salaries continue to be an 
issue. Jamesetta Kollie is a sophomore at Concordia University, St. Paul, and Gifty Kollie is a junior 
at the Lutheran High School in Mayer, MN.  

 
He shared an update on the construction of the rescue center in Kenya (Project 24), the Lenkishon 
Center. 

 
Julie McManus continues to serve in Kenya.  
 
Rev. Fondow updated the Board on the former President of the Lutheran Church in the Philippines, 
Rev. James Cerdanola, who was recently installed as a professor at their Seminary. 

 
Rev. Fondow highlighted the upcoming events. 

 YMT2, Lutheran Island Camp, October 7-8 

 Engaging Your Community will be at 3 sites – St. Stephen’s, Braham (October 8), Trinity, 
Long Prairie (October 15), and Holy Trinity, Blackduck (October 22). 

 Lutherans for Life Conference, Bloomington, MN, October 21-22 

 Reformation for Today, Lutheran Island Camp, October 23 

 Advent/Lenten Preaching Workshop, Lutheran Island Camp, October 24-25 

 Circuit Visitor’s Workshop, Lutheran Island Camp, January 30-31, 2017 

 MNN/MNS Bible Bowl, Concordia, St. Paul, April 1, 2017 

 State Pastor’s Conference, Madden’s Resort, Brainerd, MN, May 15-17, 2017 

 LWML Convention, Albuquerque, MN, June 22-25, 2017 
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 Joint MNN/MNS/CSP Reformation Service, Concordia University, St. Paul – Oct. 29, 2017. 
 
 
17. CONSTITUTIONS TO BE ACTED UPON Rev. M. Mably 

 
Two constitutions and bylaws have been recommended for approval of the Board by the Committee 
on Congregational Constitutions and District Membership (Rev. Carnicorm, chairman): Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, Elk River and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Plummer, MN. 
 

a. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the constitutions and bylaws of Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, Elk River and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Plummer, MN, pending 
grammatical corrections to Emmanuel, Elk River’s constitution and bylaws.  

b. ACTION: CARRIED. 
 
 

18. ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT MEETING:   
 

 DATE:  December 4-5, 2016 
 TIME:  4:00 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

DEVOTION/BIBLE STUDY LEADER:  Mr. Ray Moldenhauer 
 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Rev. Fondow closed with sharing thoughts on the Luke 24 passage about Jesus and the disciples 
on the road to Emmaus and of Jesus’ command to take the good news to the ends of the earth. 
Rev. Fondow pointed out that in the middle of “Jerusalem” is “USA”. Speaking of the analogy of 
putting rocks into a jar, followed by pebbles, sand, and finally water, Rev. Fondow reminded the 
group that if you don’t get the big rocks in first, you’ll never get them in. The most important thing for 
us is to believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior and that we need to share that Good News 
right where we are, in our own Jerusalem. 
 
The Board closed with prayer. 
 
MOVED & SECONDED: Adjournment 

 ACTION: CARRIED. 
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rev. Marty Mably, M.A., M.Div., Secretary 
Minnesota North District 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 


