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The most important position of leadership and influence experienced no 

shift in power in the recent election and the incumbent remains in control. 

To be honest, He wasn’t up for re-election because God doesn’t need to 

campaign for office. 

Nobody unseated God on Tuesday, November 8, 2016. No ballots gave 

anybody the option of voting Him out. What was true in God’s kingdom in 

2016 will be true in God’s kingdom in 2017 and beyond. What was true in 

God’s kingdom when Jesus spoke to the crowds is true today: 

“At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray one 

another and hate each other and many false prophets will appear and 

deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the 

love of most will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will 

be saved” (Matthew 24:10-13). 

Jesus tells His followers this world will be increasingly uncomfortable for 

them. There will be hot blasts of opposition from some and sin’s chilling 

drafts from others. Believers must put on the armor of God to ready them-

selves in advance and realize that conditions in this old world will grow 

worse and worse for those committed to Jesus and His Gospel. 

“Because of Me,” Jesus said, “you will experience defections and en-

counter deceit.” The early Christians found this to be so. Jesus also expe-

rienced the defections, as many turned away from following Him during His 

earthly ministry. The Apostles met many deceivers as they preached the 

Gospel throughout the world. Why should it be any different today? It sure-

ly will not be, as the end of the age approaches. 

Under the pressures of ostracism, ridicule, and malicious slander Satan 

tempts us to give in and deny Christ. These conditions try the church, sift 

God’s people, and so prepare them for the day of Christ’s appearing.  

To be forewarned is to be forearmed. The Savior does not want us to be 

overwhelmed by the unfavorable and disheartening conditions we may ex-

perience. 

We must be saddened, but not too much surprised, to see disintegration in 

the church. It is just what Jesus predicted – many false teachers, disregard 

for the authority of God’s Word, excuses for catering to sinful nature (i.e.: 

“everybody’s doing it, after all this is the 21st century!”). But in reality behind 

it all is a love for Christ that has grown cold. Sinners forget they were fully 

qualified for condemnation until God’s Son, Jesus, offered His perfect life 

as a total and willing sacrifice to cancel the curse of sin. 

                        (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

The Savior who has ransomed us does not want us to lose the benefit of the tremendous price He paid. He 

does not want us to fall back into the hands of the devil. He has given us His Word to keep us from expect-

ing a heaven on earth and to strengthen our faith to face the principalities and powers of darkness in this 

world. Jesus tells us: “In this world you will have trouble. But have courage; I have conquered the 

world” (John 16:33b). The condition of the world may discourage us, but be of good cheer: God came to 

save the world. His victory is our victory. That victory is guaranteed by His resurrection from the dead. By 

Word and Sacrament His grace will be with us to keep us in faith and to empower our will to resist the at-

tacks of Satan, the evil world and our sinful nature. The principles and the promises of God doing His work 

in our hearts remain constant to the very end, to the last sunrise this planet sees before Jesus returns on 

Judgment Day. 

Follow Jesus now by taking up your crosses because you are His disciple, and after Judgment Day the 

crosses that wear you down will be replaced with a glorious crown and He will raise you up. Not by our 

power or productivity, but God’s. He’s still in charge and always will be. 

 

President Don Fondow 

 

500th Anniversary Reformation Service—2017 
  

As part of the LCMS MN North-South Districts/Concordia Uni-
versity St. Paul Reformation 500 Celebration, massed choirs 
will perform for the October 29, 4:00 pm festival service at 
Concordia St. Paul’s Ganglehoff Center.  The Adult massed choir, 
anchored by the Concordia St. Paul Choirs, will be led by Dr. Da-
vid Mennicke and will gather that afternoon to put together the 
music.  Children’s (upper elementary-middle school) and High 
School Youth massed choirs are also being formed for the 

event.  Church choirs and individual singers from around the state are warmly invited to 
participate.  The service will also include Concordia’s Concert Band, Handbell Ensemble, 
Theatre department, and organ.   Specific details, music choices, and timelines are being 
determined over the next few months.  For information and to share input, please con-
tact David Mennicke, Director of Choral Studies at Concordia, St. Paul at 
dmennicke@csp.edu or 651-641-8828.   
 
Mark your calendars:  The joint Minnesota North / Minnesota South / Concordia Uni-
versity-St. Paul 500th Anniversary Reformation Service will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, October 29, 2017 at Concordia University, St. Paul.   Preacher:  Rev. Dr. Mat-
thew Harrison, Synodical President. 
 
 

 

mailto:dmennicke@csp.edu
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Rev. John Ramsbacher installed at Trinity Lutheran Church, Appleton, MN 

On October 16, 2016, Pastor John Ramsbacher, new resident pastor was installed at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Appleton.  Listed above are pastors from different LCMS congregations bearing witness 
and participating in the Rite of Installation. 
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The CROSS Appeal 
 
 

During this season of gratitude, it is an appropriate time for 
those of us at Our Savior’s Lutheran School in Crookston, MN, 
to thank the congregations and individuals that have contrib-
uted to the CROSS program. This program has been a blessing 
to our school in many ways. Some years we purchase specific items for our school and others we 

combine the funds with donations to go toward larger projects.  We 
have some new curriculum goals that we are currently working on and 
the CROSS funds will assist us in these purchases. 
This year we have a fantastic group of students that are joyful and joy-
filled. It is wonderful to be able to share the message of salvation with 
them and know that they will happily share it with others when they 
leave our building. Watching them approach the front doors in the 
morning with a smile and friendly greeting is a great way to begin the 
day!  
As we work on the tasks set before us this year, we look forward to 
helping the children and families of our school know that their security 
is found in no one but our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Thank you for 
sharing in the mission of Our Savior’s Lutheran School as we share 
God’s Word with the children 
and families in our community.   
 
 
 

 
If you would like more information about Our Savior’s Lu-
theran School, please visit our website 
www.oursaviorslutheranschool.org.  
 
More information about the CROSS program can be found 
on the MN North District’s website. 

  

 

http://www.oursaviorslutheranschool.org
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Mission Support Opportunity for the Meyers 
Greetings to you in Christ.   
 

We received an invitation from Rev. Shauen Trump, LCMS Area Director in East Africa, to serve as short term 
missionaries in Kenya.  We are asked to be encouraging and supervising the first stages of a new mission station 
to be built near Lodwar in northwestern Kenya among the Turkana people.  We are planning to serve in Kenya 
for two months in early 2017, Lord-willing.  
 

The Turkana region is a very hot and dry area, and people are mainly livestock herders.  Rev. Shauen said that 
our “primary work here is to determine the viability of agriculture on this plot and in this area, to develop a plan 
for restoring the land, and to oversee the steps necessary in that direction.” 
 

A Kenyan evangelist will be the pastor at this mission station and it will be run by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Kenya.   
 

Volunteer missionary Jacque Breman of Alexandria is also planning to serve in Kenya doing agricultural training. 
The opportunity at the Lodwar mission station sounds challenging.  Please pray for us to have wisdom and guid-
ance from the Lord for the responsibilities He has called us to fulfil. 
 

We appreciate the prayer and financial support from MN N. LCMS members in the 
past.  If you would like to support the project which will fund Jacque’s and our trans-
portation and other mission expenses while serving in Kenya,  checks should be made 
out to Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  Designate contributions to:  # 61007 Agri-
cultural Consultancy in East Africa.  Mail to:   
 

Mission Central 
Gary Thies, Mission Development Counselor 
40718 Hwy. E 16 
Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 
 

Blessings to you in Christ, 
 

Delano & Linda Meyer 
61203 150th St. 
Chokio, MN 56221-3078 
320-677-2668  or  320-287-0531 cell 

 

“EXPERIENCING THE JOY OF GENEROSITY”  A Three-

week Stewardship Emphasis Written by: Ron and Phyllis 
Chewning of Stewardship Advisors.   
 
Week 1: The Joy of Receiving God’s Blessings 
Week 2: The Joy of Managing God’s Blessings 
Week 3: The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings 
 
During the season of Advent we prepare for Christmas and the 
giving of gifts to our loved ones. It is a time of sharing and gener-

osity. What better time is there to reflect upon, and grow in, the stewardship of God’s generous gifts to us? 
The goal of this three-week emphasis is to address whole-life Christian stewardship. We first receive with grati-

tude the generous gifts our Heavenly Father gives us; then we are called to faithfully manage those blessings; and 
then we are to share the blessing that God has entrusted to us. Through this emphasis, your members’ relationship 
with their Lord will be deepened, they will better understand Christian stewardship, and they will grow as stewards. 

Program materials are available for download through special email invitation.   See the email notice from Sep-
tember 23rd or call the District Office for instructions.   This is copyrighted material that will not be available online to 
the public.     
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Funds Needed in Support of Cap Haitien School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricane Matthew has devastated the entire southern peninsula of Haiti, and a disaster anywhere in Haiti 
means the entire country suffers. The north part of Haiti was not hit by Matthew, but there is a very dire 
need in Cap Haitien. The church/school which is close to being completed (Gloria Dei) has run out of funds. 
The rent of the current building also runs out in December. If the roof (which is the floor for the second sto-
ry) can be completed by the end of December, the school can hold classes in it, with rent no longer needing 
to be paid. There are about 65 students in the school which is in the “poorest” part of Cap Haitien.  

Anyone, groups or individuals, who wants to help in this project to help spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
a land of extreme poverty and spiritual warfare (voodooism), may donate to Lutheran Mission Association - 
c/o Karen Lueth, Financial Secretary, 33879 County 4, Park Rapids, MN 56470. Any amount will be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Chaplain Services at Mayo Clinic 
 
The Mayo Clinic Hospitals in Rochester (St Mary’s and Methodist) are no longer permitting our LCMS 
Chaplain, Rev. William Otte, to search the patient roster to find LCMS patients to serve. If you know of 
LCMS people who are or will be hospitalized at these hospitals, Pastor Otte is eager to provide for their spir-
itual needs. To arrange for him to visit someone, please: 
 
1. Have the patient or pastor call the office of Chaplain Services (507)255-5780 to request Pastor Otte to visit, 
or have the patient or family member request a visit through the nursing staff; or 

2. Send an email directly to Pastor Otte (wmhotte@gmail.com) and request a visit.  Please be sure to include 
the complete name of the patient; or 

3. Call Pastor Otte directly and leave a voicemail message (507-358-8580) including the full name of the pa-
tient and which hospital is caring for the patient. 

Thank you for your assistance in providing for the spiritual needs of LCMS patients. 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/classified-ads/2016/2/10/chaplain-services-at-mayo-clinic
mailto:wmhotte@gmail.com
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Dear Operation Barnabas Congre-
gations/Chapters, 
 

Thank you for your hard work in 
reaching out to all our military connected people in your congregations and in your communities.  November 
is the big month as we observe Veterans Day!  Please continue to reach out to all our veterans in your congre-
gations and communities.  HEROES Care is another excellent partner that you may be interested in signing up 
with for Operation Barnabas.  We are Ministry to the Armed Forces are looking at collaborating and cooperat-
ing in becoming a partner with H.E.R.O.E.S. Care.  Click here for more information. 
 

Please click here for the Warning Order for November 2016.  You will especially notice that we have had four 
killed in action since the last issue.  Their names are recorded in the Warning Order.  Please remember their 
families and loved ones in your prayers. 
 

On the 11th day of the 11th month at the 11th hour in the year of 1918 an Armistice was signed with Germany 
by the Allied forces bringing an end to what has been idealistically referred to as the “war to end all wars.” A 
year later, on 11 November 1919, President Woodrow Wilson established “Armistice Day” now called 
“Veterans Day” to honor all Americans who ever served in all branches of the Armed Forces. This tribute rec-
ognizes the millions of men and women who courageously accepted the responsibility to defend our nation 
and its constitution from all enemies both foreign and domestic. Their willingness to put themselves in harm’s 
way and the innumerable hardships and sacrifices that they and their families endured in order to preserve our 
freedoms and way of life, are always to be remembered and cherished. Their contributions are deeply woven 
into the fabric of country’s life and legacy allowing us to pursue our daily lives in safety, enriched by the op-
portunities and freedoms that we have come to expect and, sadly, often take for granted. 
 

The purpose of our nation’s military is to exert power against those who would do our nation and its citizens 
harm. Members of the armed services assume their role as defenders of our nation, not out of hatred for an en-
emy, but rather out of love and kinship for their families, neighbors and one another.  It is an honorable voca-
tion where they have been called to serve their neighbor in combat arms. As Christians, we know that true 
power is found in love; God’s love for us and our freedom,  being reconciled through Jesus Christ, to love oth-
ers. God’s love in Jesus, redeems, heals and motivates us to serve Him by serving others. No power in heaven 
or on earth… “is able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” It is His love for us that 
provides the context that provides us the ability to serve and be thankful for the service of all men and women 
who have and are serving in the United States Armed Forces. “One nation under God…” is not only a part of 
our pledge of allegiance[i], it is a reality and prayer as well. 
 

To the glory of  God and in Jesus Name… 
 

Thanks again for your partnership and we wish you God’s richest blessings on your Operation Barnabas min-
istry to all military connected people and their families. 
In Christ's Service, 

Craig G. Muehler 

Chaplain Craig G. Muehler 
CAPT, CHC, USN (Ret) 
Director, Ministry to the Armed Forces 
The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 
1333 S. Kirkwood Road 
St. Louis, MO 63122-7295 
314-996-1337 
800-248-1930 Ext. 1337 (toll-free) 
E-mail: craig.muehler@lcms.org    

[i]1954 (current version) 
4 U.S.C. §4 [2] 
"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, 
and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all."  

http://www.des08.com/t/32545365/1302344973/72378723/1/27967/?x=2f8f1947
http://www.des08.com/t/32545365/1302344973/72378736/0/27967/?x=b8837266
#Pledge#Pledge
mailto:craig.muehler@lcms.org
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 GRANT OPPORTUNITY!!! 

Human Care Ministry 

  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is offering grants for Human Care Ministry. 

One-time grants range from $1,000 to $20,000. Development grant applications are awarded for new 
or expanded programs that: 

 Reach out in mercy in the name of Christ; 

 Meet a real human need in the community; AND 

 Address one or more of the following questions: 

 Does your project help plant, sustain or revitalize spiritually healthy, vibrant and distinctly Lutheran 
churches? 

 Does your project provide opportunities to connect mercy projects in close proximity to Word and 
Sacrament ministry? Does it have that element or potential? 

 Does your project address a real human care need in the community? Have there been any efforts 
to validate the perceived needs? 

 Does your project collaborate with Synod's members and other partners to enhance mission effec-
tiveness? 

 Does your project help nurture professional church workers to promote their spiritual, emotional and 
physical well-being? 

 Does your project address the ministry needs of children and youth that will enable them to grow 
into healthy, spiritually grounded adults? 

 Does your project strengthen and support the Lutheran family in living out God’s design? 

  
Applications for capital improvement projects, major equipment purchases or general operation sup-
port receive the lowest priority. 
  
Applications are available at http://www.lcms.org/developmentgrants 

  
Deadline is February 1, 2017 accepted by email only 

  
Open to all LC-MS congregations, Districts and RSO’s. 
  
Awards will announced in May of 2017  
  

  

  

http://www.lcms.org/developmentgrants


    

  
 Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 

 11/14/2016  Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

  
 Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 

 11/14/2016  Page 10 

Pastors, Elders and Lay Leaders  
You Are Invited to Attend an Elders Retreat 

 February 3-4, 2017 
 

Are you concerned about the proper view of the pastoral office within your congregation?  Are you seeking a 
healthy relationship among pastor and church leaders, elders, deacons and the congregations?   
Then our Elders Retreat at Concordia University, St Paul, MN on February 3rd & 4th, 2017 is for  you.  In 
today's troubling society, many congregations are in desperate need of lay leadership training based on the 
Word of God.   
 

Our guest presenter, the Rev Rolf Preus, is Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Sidney, MT and St John Lutheran Church, Fairview, MT.  Rev Preus has many 
years experience as a parish pastor and has done extensive lecturing in the area of 
Lutheran catechesis.  
 

The theme of this year's retreat is “Our Father in Heaven and our Fathers on 
Earth”.  Lay Leadership begins in the home. Topics include:  
· The Fatherhood of God and the Christian Father 
· The Gospel Foundation of Christian Fatherhood 
· The Father as the Pastor of his own Home 
· The Father and his Pastor 
· The Husband and Father, Wife and Children 
· The Christian Father and Modern Feminism 
  

This is the sixth Elders Retreat and continues to grow with participants from Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and both Dakotas.  
 

The registration fee is $30.00 per person until January 15, 2017 and $40.00 thereafter. 
 

Sponsored by: St Paul Lutheran Church, Bertha, MN 
  Hosanna Lutheran Church, Buffalo, MN 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Jasper, MN  
  Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pipestone, MN 
             Bethlehem Lutheran Church, St. Paul, MN  
 

Additional information including registration at:   
http://www.bethlehem-eaststpaul.org 
  

Contact Information: Bob Van Gundy—Bethlehem Lutheran Church, St Paul, MN 55106     651-738-1961 

 
Attention Treasurers: 

Treasurers Manual & Overtime Pay Compliance 

Your new Congregational Treasurers Manual cd was sent from the District office this past week.  
Take time to review the cd.  One of the major changes is the change in the overtime rules that go 
into effect December 1

st
, 2016.   You will want to make sure that you are in compliance regarding 

overtime pay.  Please read section 7.334 to aid in the determination of how you handle overtime for 
your employees. 

Commitment Dollars — cutoff date 

January 15, 201, is the cutoff date for receipt of 2016 commitment dollars for the work of District and Synod.  

Anything after that date will be credited to 2017. 

For checks dated after December 15, 2016, please indicate the year (2016 or 2017) they should be applied 

to in the memo area of the check.  

http://www.bethlehem-eaststpaul.org/pages/140.html
tel:651-738-1961
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2016 Shepherds Canyon Retreat Schedule 
Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat offers seven carefully designed days of individual, couple, and group Christian 
counseling for no more than four couples (singles are welcome). Our emphasis is upon Christian professional 
church workers including, but not limited to, pastors, missionaries, rostered teachers, directors of Christian 
education, deaconesses, and their spouses. 

Two Christian therapists – a male and a female – are on staff providing counseling services at each Shep-
herd's Canyon Retreat.  These counselors may include Clinical Psychologists, Licensed Professional Counse-
lors, Pastoral Counselors, and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists. 

During the seven-day retreat, each person is offered twenty-five hours of counseling including individual, 
couple, and group counseling. Initial hours are spent in assessing the participant's history and needs. Based on 
issues identified, subsequent counseling is designed to deal with those concerns. 
 
Our October 18-25 retreat has an opening for two couples or as many as four single individuals.  Excellent 
counselors will care for the clients.  Rev Dr Ray Mirly, former Missouri DP, will be our retreat chaplain.  Our 
November 8-15 retreat is also available.  Former PSW DP, Rev Dr Loren Kramer, will be the retreat chap-
lain.   
 
Partial scholarship funds are available from the Synod and we are thankful for that. 
 
Any potential client should call our Counseling Care Director, Pastor Phil Lee, LMFT, to discover if what a 
SCR offers and the needs they bring are a “good fit”.  Phil’s number is 206-601-5217 (Seattle). 
 
Schedule 
December 6—13 
December  27-January 3 
January 17-24, 2017 
February 14-21, 2017 
March 14-21, 2017 
April 18-25, 2017 
  

www.ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org  
 
 
 
 

 

Available for Cantata Performance—”Cast Your Cares” 
 

Rev. Jim Meyer, has written a Cantata “Cast Your Cares” to comfort those in pain and grief.  Now 

living in Minnesota North and having performed this a cappella cantata for several congregations in 

Missouri, Pastor Meyer is available to share his musical work.  You can contact Pastor Meyer at 

417/770-2344 or meyervjim01@gmail.com.   

May 9-16, 2017 
May 30-June 6, 2017 
August 15-21, 2017 
September 12-19, 2017 
October 17-24, 2017 
November7-13  November 28-December 5, 2017 

http://www.ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org
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Engaging the Wandering 
 

 Congregations often spend a great deal of time and attention looking at how they can in-

crease attendance and get new members. This is certainly a good thing to address. Reaching 

out to those in and around our communities who have not heard the Gospel is a vital part of 

who and what the Church is. However, an often ignored (purposefully or unintentionally) 

segment of our population in desperate need of outreach is the group often referred to as 

inactives, delinquents or wanderers. They need to hear the Word of God and be brought to 

the fellowship of the Body of Christ.  
 

The problem many encounter with this group, especially in rural and small town congrega-

tions, is that we know them so well. They are our children, grandchildren, godchildren, nieces, nephews, neighbors 

and friends. Because they are so “close” to us, we aren’t comfortable bringing up the elephant in the room. Or, be-

cause they were once a part of the fellowship, we assume that their association with the church somehow “sticks” 

and what once may have been will always remain to be. 
 

We dance around this uncomfortable subject, stating that something needs to be done. Because we don’t know what 

that something is, we often approach this issue one of two ways. We either do nothing or make the misguided at-

tempt at restoration through a Law-oriented letter. Herein we establish the guilt of the delinquent and demand some 

sort of restoration timeline lest they face the consequence — loss of membership. Neither of these approaches is a 

good option.  
 

Instead, what if we reestablished relationships with these folks who have seemingly left the fold and bring to them the 

healing salve of the Gospel? What do you think would happen if we, instead of making assumptions, took the time to 

listen and learn from our inactive members the what, why and how of their distancing themselves from our fellow-

ship? Instead of taking a blanket approach to dealing with “inactives” as a group, we can take the time and make the 

effort to connect individually with these children of God so that we can care for them in a way appropriate to their 

situation. Rather than casting a judgmental eye upon their lack of participation, we could support, invite, encourage 

and even in some cases, enable their return. We can thus become the embodiment of Christ’s second greatest com-

mand, to “love your neighbors as yourself” (Mark 12:31). 
 

For this reason, we have carried out a series of events through our partnership with the LCMS Nebraska District 

called “Engaging the Wandering” (ETW). Through these events — born out of one congregation’s struggle with this 

difficult topic and a desire to help others in this same struggle — we learn and grow with each other so that we might 

win back our brother or sister for Christ. We endeavor to support, encourage and equip our fellow brothers and 

sisters in Christ. ETW employs an individualized approach to reaching out to inactive members so that they might be 

reconnected to God’s Word and His fellowship, the Church.  
 

What if, instead of being a statistic or just a number on a box of envelopes, we show people that they mean as much 

to us as they do to their Savior who gave up His life for them? This is the type of interaction we encourage for out-

reach to those we no longer see among us. 
 

This, however, is not easy task! As Darrell Whiteman states in his book Globalizing Theology, “We must never forget 

that there are seldom shortcuts to building interpersonal relationships through which the power of the transforming 

gospel may flow.” It doesn’t matter if we are reaching out to folks who have never heard the Good News of Jesus 

Christ or to those who have fallen away from it; we need to develop those relationships through which we can share 

the Gospel. This includes connecting, or in this case, reconnecting, those folks with the local congregation so that they 

can be fed and nurtured by God’s most precious Word and His Sacrament.  
 

Herein, lies the challenge. May the God of all grace grant to you His strength and wisdom, that you may be up to the 

task! 
Contributed by Rev. Todd Kollbaum, director, LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission.   
 

Rural & Small Town Mission supports and encourages rural and small town congregations in engaging their communities and growing to-

gether in Christ through Word and Sacrament.  If you have a good idea for outreach or a story you’d like to share so that we can share it 

with others, please email Amy Gerdts at amy.gerdts@lcms.org. Learn more about us at www.lcms.org/rstm ,by calling our office at 888-

463-5127, by email at rstm@lcms.org  or “like” us on our facebook page at www.facebook.com/lcmsrstm. 

mailto:gerdts@lcms.org
http://www.spife.org
mailto:ruralmission@spife.org
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Special Mission Projects 
Rev. James Kollie and Rev. James Cerdanola 

Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Cotton Tree, Liberia 
 

    Reformation Sunday 

Nothing you can do to gain what you now have today as 
a redeemed child of our Lord. You are freed by the 
blood of Christ. This is at the center as we celebrate this 
499 years after Martin Luther risked his life so that we 
can know and believe in the true Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer. Amen! Today for Good Shepherd Cotton 
Tree, Liberia. Thank you for your prayers and continued 
support.  

Rev. James Kollie 
Concordia Theological Seminary 
6600 N. Clinton Street 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 
260/760-7883 
james.kollie@ctsfw.edu  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Teachers at Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Cotton Tree, are paid between $65—$175 per month.  
Perhaps you would like to support one teacher each month with prayer and funding. 
 
Contributions toward the salaries of the teachers and for support of students at Good Shepherd Lu-
theran School, Cotton Tree, Liberia should be sent to the Minnesota North District—LCMS 
     Earmark them for Cotton Tree Lutheran School—Teachers Salaries or Student Support 
     Send to the District at:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401 
 
 
 

Cotton Tree School 
Received  5/15-11/10/2016 

$33,335.40 

Reformation Sunday at Good Shepherd, Cotton Tree 

Language/dialect Choir 

mailto:james.kollie@ctsfw.edu
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Special Projects— Rev. James Kollie,  
Jamesetta Kollie & Gifty Kollie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

You are encouraged to support the education funds for Rev. James Kollie, Jamesetta Kollie or 
Gifty Kollie.  Contributions should be sent to the Minnesota North District—LCMS 
     Earmark your gift(s) specifically and send to:     Minnesota North District 
    PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401  

Jamesetta Student Aid 
Concordia University—St. Paul 

Received 5/15-11/10/16 
$1,171.95 

Gifty Student Aid  
Mayer Lutheran High School 

Received 5/15-11/10/16 
$ 671.95 

Pastor Kollie  
Education Fund 

Received 5/15-11/10/16 
$  306.00 
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Rev. Eddie & Melissa Hosch III serve the LCMS as career missionaries in Lima, 
Peru.  Pastor Hosch plants new churches and mission centers in Lima.  He works 
with and teaches new believers to develop into self-sustaining congregations of 
Word and Sacrament ministry that reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Pastor Eddie and Melissa have two children—Alexandria and Joseph—who join 
them on the mission field.  (Pastor Hosch formerly served as pastor of Gethsem-
ane, Snellman, MN) 
To see the Hosch’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here 
For the Hosch’s newsletter —Click here. 
 

 
Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serve as career missionaries through the 
LCMS in northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert 
Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, Underwood).  In this role, Rev. Jastram helps de-
velop and implement a strategic mission plan for this area.  He coordinates theologi-
cal education opportunities and also supervises and evaluates theological educators 
throughout northern Asia.  When needed, Pastor Jastram teaches courses at Japan 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Tokyo.  Before her missionary service in Asia, Dr. 
Joan Jastram worked as a clinical psychologist and plans to continue in this capacity. 
 
To see the LCMS Prayer and Giving Information—Click Here 
 
 Click here for the Jastram’s newsletters.  
 
 
 

Miss Julie McManus serves the Lord through the LCMS as GEO missionary in Kenya. (Julie 
is the daughter of Rev. Dennis McManus—St. Mark’s, Benson.)  Julie helps other missionary 
families during their time of transition to life in Kenya and when they are taking language 
classes.  She helps with the early childhood-aged children in these families and supports the 
mothers who are taking care of these toddlers.  Julie also supports some of the schools 
sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK).  Julie has a bachelor’s de-
gree in early childhood education from the Univ. of Wisc.-Stout, Menomonie. 
 
To see Julie’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here. 
 Click here for Julie’s newsletter and/or blog.  Please note especially the need for financial 

assistance for the remainder of Julie’s service in order to be fully funded through 2017. 
 
 
Rev. Matthew and Heather Ruesch and family serve as LCMS career missionar-
ies in Puerto Rico.  (former pastor at Shepherd of the Lake, Garrison, MN.)  Pas-
tor Ruesch serves as the pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Ma-
yaguez, Puerto Pico, an existing LCMS church plant.  He provides Word and Sac-
rament ministry to the congregation and directs evangelism and mercy efforts in 
the Mayequez community.  Pastor Matthew & Heather have three children—
Isabella, Paul and Sofia—who are with them in Puerto Rico. 
 
For the Ruesch’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here. 
Click here for the Ruesch’s newsletter.  
 
 
 
 

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to:  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, PO Box 66861, St. Louis, 
MO  63166-6861—with their name/country in the memo line of your check   

 or 
 Send to the Minnesota North District—LCMS, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN—earmarked for the specific missionary. 

Special Projects— Missionaries 
with Minnesota North Connections 

http://prayercards.lcms.org/Hosch_Peru_April%202016.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/3a31ab27bb6b569d4316d3bc6/files/September_October.pdf
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Jastram_Northern%20Asia_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
http://jastrams.me/newsletters/
http://prayercards.lcms.org/McManus_Kenya_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a560bbe119b59c78b8f54aa46/files/November_2016_Newsletter.compressed.pdf
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Ruesch_Puerto%20Rico_Oct%202015_FINAL.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8G7J9oS1tIhMk9YRXNPY0FCWEE/view
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PASTORAL VACANCIES 
MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT-LCMS 

(Listed Alphabetically) 
 

CALLS ACCEPTED 
ALEXANDRIA, Good Shepherd—Rev. Timothy Schiller, Sergeant Bluff, IA, has accepted the Call.  Installa-

tion date TBD. 
GARRISON, Shepherd of the Lake—Rev. Tom Petersen has accepted the Call.  Installation on December 

4th. 
MORA, Zion- Rev. Tony Cloose, Evergreen (Frazee), MN, has accepted the Call. 
 
 
 

CALLING CONGREGATIONS   
BEMIDJI, Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Harvey Kath) 
CAMBRIDGE, Joy  (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Donald Mulfinger)  Called Colloquy Candidate Rev. Daniel     

Lewis, Little Canada, MN 
CHISHOLM, Grace  (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Brad Felix)   
DEER CREEK, Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Ron Jobe) - Called Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp, Wood Lake, MN. 
GARFIELD, St. John (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Micheal Bitz) 
HILL CITY, Trinity (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Michael Eckert) 
MENAHGA/WOLF LAKE, Redeemer/Christ (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Ed Behling) 
MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—Mission and Ministry Facilitator (PLaN)  
MONTEVIDEO, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn) 
RICE, Shepherd of the Pines 
RUSH CITY, St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Tim Renstrom) 
SAUK RAPIDS, Good Shepherd Community (Rev. Don Wilke retiring) 
VERGAS, St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Tony Cloose) 
WEBER (North Branch), St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Paul Anderson) 
 
 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 
Rev. Steven Benson (Zion, Brainerd) has received a Call to Faith, Moorpark, CA. 
Rev. Tony Cloose (St. Paul, Evergreen) has declined a Call to St. John, McCook, NE. 
Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp (St. Luke, Wood Lake) has received a Call from St. Paul, Flatrock & St. Peter, Florida, 

OH. 
 
 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CALLS AND CHANGES 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Sabin—Calling DCE 
Prince of Peace Lutheran School, St. Cloud—Calling an Administrator/Teacher. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 27, 2016—50th Anniversary of Church Building—Zion, Mora 
August 20, 2017—100th Anniversary—First, Grand Rapids 

 
 

Contact the District Office if your congregation will be  
celebrating an Anniversary. 

PASTORAL VACANCIES MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT-LCMS 
(Listed Alphabetically) 

Church Anniversaries 
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WE PRAY 
for Melinda Cloose, wife of Rev. Anthony Cloose (St. Paul Lutheran Church, Frazee) who is undergoing treatment for 

thyroid cancer.  
for Rev. Greg Coop (Prince of Peace, Baxter) who is dealing with blood clots in his lungs. 
for Patton Douglas, infant grandson of Rev. Kirk and Tammy Douglas, Trinity New York Mills, who underwent 

 treatment for leukemia and is in remission.  
for Mrs. Tammy Douglas, New York Mills, who had surgery and is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
for Bonnie Felix, wife of Rev. Bradley Felix (Trinity Lutheran Church, Virginia) who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
for Mary Langemo Hughes, daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, Princeton, who is suffering from  
 hyperacusis. 
for Rev. Stephen Klemp (Assoc.-Love of Christ, St. Cloud) and family upon the death of his father, Rev. Paul Klemp on 

September 28th. 
for Mrs. Muriel Meichsner, wife of Rev. Jim Meichsner, Sauk Rapids, who is drawing near to being in heaven with her 

Lord.  
Rev. David Milz (St. John’s, Kimball) who suffered an aortic aneurysm on Nov. 1st and is recovering from surgery. 
for Mrs. Sandy Nielsen, mother of Rev. Mike Nielsen (Trinity, Twin Valley), who underwent surgery recently. 
for Elaine Wagner (mother of Rev. Don Wagner, Elbow Lake/Hoffman) who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
for Rev. Linden Wendzel and family (Bagley, IA) upon the death of wife, Janet, after a long battle with pancreatic can-

cer on October 17th. 
for Rev. Kevin Zellers, Sr., who has undergone neck surgery. 
for the safety of those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District family: 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Military Chaplain LCMS, Fort Leonard Wood, MO  
Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, former Associate Pastor at Holy Cross-St. Cloud and son-in-law of  Pastor Tom and Mary 

Brinkley (St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Navy, Gulf Port, Mississippi  
 Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth, em., Chisholm, police & fire chaplain 
SFC Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park Rapids—US Army 
Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

 SSG Nathan Gregg, son-in-law of Rev. Peter & Marlene Holm, Army Reserve, deployed to Afghanistan. 
Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, Gloria Dei, Pequot Lakes—MN National Guard 
Joshua Noble, son of Rev. Carl & Noble, St. Paul’s, Perham—US Army, Black Hawk helicopter pilot 
Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Guam 
1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake—Air Force 
Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, Walker, now with the 312th Eng. Unit serving in 

Kuwait. 
Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Elbow Lake/Hoffman, National Guard 

for the mission work of Rev. Eddie & Melissa Hosch as they serve as LCMS career missionaries in Lima, Peru.   
for the mission service of Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career missionaries through the LCMS in 

northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, 
Underwood).   

for the safety of Julie McManus and God’s blessings and protection on her as she does the Lord’s work as GEO mis-
sionary in Kenya.  (Julie is the daughter of Rev. Dennis McManus—St. Mark’s, Benson) and for God to provide 
funding for Julie’s ministry in order for her time in Kenya to be fully funded. 

for Delano & Linda Meyer (agricultural missionaries) who will be serving as short-term missionaries in Kenya early in 
2017. 

for the mission work of Rev. Matthew and Heather Ruesch and family as they serve as LCMS career missionaries in 
Puerto Rico.  (former pastor at Shepherd of the Lake, Garrison)   

 
 

PRAISE 
to God for Mrs. Ida Sass, Sauk Rapids (wife of sainted Rev. Frank Sass) who was recently awarded Recipient of the 

2017 Leading Age “Spirit of Aging Award”   Mrs. Sass (100+ year old) will be presented with this award at a 
statewide recognition in Minneapolis on February 8th.   

to God for granting Rev. Gerold Goetz, em, safe travel and blessing his time of teaching at the Seminary in Ghana. 
 
 
 

AND GIVE THANKS 
to God for the blessing of our military chaplains: Lt. Aaron Bell (US Navy), CPT Vincent Bain (US Army) and LCRD 

John Thomson (US Navy). 

In Our Prayers. . . . 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 
2016 
November 11, 2016—Veterans Day 
November 18, 2016—Principals’ Meeting at St. Paul’s, Perham 
November 24-25, 2016—Thanksgiving Holiday—District Office Closed 
December 4-5, 2016—MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office. 
December 23-26, 2016—District Office Closed  
                                 
2017 
January 9-11, 2017—Pre-Lent Preparation Workshop—St. Andrew Lutheran Church, W. Fargo, ND  

See page 9 for details & registration information  
January 10, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
January 17, 2017—Ministerial Health Commission Meeting at the District Office. 
January 20, 2017—Principals’ Meeting at the District Office 
January 22-28, 2017—National Lutheran Schools Week—On This Rock 
January 27-29, 2017—LCMS Life Conference at Arlington, VA 
January 30-31, 2017—Circuit Visitors Conference at Lutheran Island Camp 
February 3-4, 2017—Elders Retreat at Concordia University, St. Paul, MN—Presenter: Rev. Rolf 

Preus  see page 10 
February 11, 2017—MN North Lutheran Schools Bible Bowl 
February 12-13, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
February 17-18, 2017—Men’s Retreat at Lutheran Island Camp see pages 11 & 12 
March 17-18, 2017—Early Childhood Conference at  CSP  
March 24, 2017—Principals’ Meeting at St. Paul’s, Perham 
April 1, 2017—Bible Bowl—MNS & MNN at CSP  see page 13 
April 11, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
May 15-17, 2017—MN State Pastoral Conference at Madden’s Resort on Gull Lake, Brainerd, MN. 
May 21-22, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
June 5, 2017—Principal’s Summer Meeting 
June 22-25, 2017-LWML  Convention in Albuquerque, NM 
July 11, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
August 20, 2017—100th Anniversary of First Lutheran , Grand Rapids, MN 
September 24-25, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
October 10, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
October 29, 2017—Joint MNN/MNS/CSP Reformation Service at CSP with Pres. Matthew Harri-

son—4:00 p.m. 
December 3-4, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
 
2018 
Tentative April 9-11, 2018—23rd Convention of the Minnesota North District—LCMS 

https://www.csp.edu/academic-programs/teacher-education/early-childhood-educators-conference/
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Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604 
Phone:  218/829-1781   800/482-5022 

Fax: 218/829-0037 

 e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

 
 
E-Mail addresses: 
  Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, District President              don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  
 Bev Olsen, Admin. Ass’t    bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org   
 
Mission & Ministry Facilitator: 
   Rev. Jeffrey Lee jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 
    
 George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager george.miller@mnnlcms.org   
   Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  
    LCEF      lcef@mnnlcms.org  
 
Care for Church Workers & their families: 
 Rev. Ed Behling  866/732-3778 (toll free) behling@paulbunyan.net  
 
Congregational Care Counselor:  
  Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org 

            
Lutheran Witness Editor: 
        Rev. Stephen Rutherford  (218/947-4182)             the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  
Gift Planning Counselor: 
 Mr. David Priebe  david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary: 
  Rev. Martin Mably, Elk River pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  

 

District Treasurer: 
      Mr. Mike Uran  treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 
Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532)  constitution@mnnlcms.org 

TO CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT: 

mailto:mnndist@mnnlcms.org
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/home
mailto:don.fondow@mnnlcms.org
mailto:bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org
mailto:jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org?subject=jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org
mailto:George.miller@mnnlcms.org
mailto:angie.ringstrom@mnn.lcms.org
mailto:lcef@mnnlcms.org
mailto:behling@unitelc.com
mailto:congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org?subject=congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org
mailto:davepriebe@aol.com
mailto:pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org
mailto:treasurer@mnnlcms.org
mailto:constitution@mnnlcms.org

