Answer Guide for “Experiencing the Joy of Generosity”

Bible Study 1: “The Joy of Receiving God’s Blessings”
We cannot give until we have first received.  We cannot bless others until we first receive for ourselves God’s blessing.  And out of that receiving, we give—most importantly ourselves [“They first gave themselves to the Lord” (2 Corinthians 8:5).]
1.   John 3:16 – God gives His one and only Son that we might be saved.

      Romans 10:17 – God gives us His gift of faith through His Holy Word.

      Ephesians 1:7 – God has redeemed us from sin, death, and the devil and forgiven us “according to the riches of His grace.”
2 Corinthians 9:8.  God is able to make all grace abound to you.

2.  Matthew 7:11 – God wants to give you good gifts.
3.  1 Corinthians 2:12-16 – God gives us His Spirit that we might understand the things of God.  He has given us “the mind of Christ.” 
4.
Philippians 1:1-3 – The book of Philippians is a love letter to the Philippians.  Was the Apostle Paul writing this from the comforts of a pastor’s study?  No.  He was in a Roman prison in chains.  He was tied to a different soldier every so many hours.  not knowing if he would be released or killed.  Nevertheless, Paul had learned how to live above his circumstances and experience joy no matter what he was going through.  Over and over in this letter, he talks about rejoicing in the Lord always.


Verse. 1:  “Paul and Timothy, servants, of Christ Jesus.”  We are all servants in the sense of being duty bound to carry out the will of the master.


Verse 2: Why does grace always precede peace?  We never experience peace until after we’ve experienced grace.


Verse 3: Paul maintains his joy despite difficult circumstances by having gratitude for God’s blessings.  “I thank my God in all my remembrances of you.”  Paul is saying in essence, “I’m not thinking about my terrible circumstances right now.  Instead, my dear Philippians, I’m remembering you.”  There is a direct relationship between how we think and how we feel.  And one of the most powerful ways to maintain joy in life is to change how you’re thinking and what you’re thinking about.


Remembering God’s gifts, whether tangible or intangible, whether events or people, is one way that God brings joy to our hearts.  Remembering why you should be grateful.  Thank God for everything He does for you.  You cannot be depressed and grateful at the same time.


A key to maintaining joy and living above your circumstances is to be overcome with gratitude.  Gratitude for God’s blessings!!!!  Life is a gift.  All that we are and have are gifts from God

Matthew Henry, who wrote a commentary on the Bible, was robbed on his way home.  That’s pretty depressing to get robbed.  But that night, before he went to bed, he took out his diary and wrote these words:



“Let me be thankful—first, because I was never robbed before, second, because although 
they took my wallet, they did not take my life; third, because although they took my all, it 
was not much, and fourth, because it was I who was robbed and not I who robbed.”

5.
Philippians 1:6.  Despite our circumstances, we can have joy because we can have confidence that God has a purpose for our lives, and God is using every circumstance to accomplish His purpose for us.  What was God doing in Paul’s life?  Paul was in prison.  But instead of being depressed and letting his circumstances drain his joy, he was telling his friends in Philippi, I am joyful because I am confident that God is at work my life.  Even though my visible circumstances don’t have any evidence of it.  I am confident that God hasn’t given up on me.  He has a work He’s doing in my life—and He has a work that He’s doing in your lives too.
6.
1 Chronicles 29:1-19 – David rejoiced that God had blessed him and the nation of Israel that they were able to provide above and beyond what was needed for the building and furnishing of the temple.

Personal response
7.  Genesis 1:27 – God has created us.

      Psalm 90:12 – He has given us wisdom.

      Romans 12:6 – He has given a diversity of gifts to the Church. 

      Ephesians 1:7 – Christ has redeemed us through His blood and forgiven our sins “according     to the riches of His grace.”
      Hebrews 12:2; Romans 10:17 – Jesus is “the founder and perfecter of our faith” Who has endured the cross on our behalf.  Faith is also God’s gift which He brings us through His Holy Word.
      1 John 4:19 – Because He has first loved us, we are enabled to love others.

8.  Genesis 49:28 – God blesses each person with a blessing suitable for that person.

9.  Ecclesiastes 5:18-19 – God wants us to enjoy our work, our wealth, and our possessions as gifts that God gives to us.
10.  Personal response.  For the Christian, joy is found when he/she delights in the Lord.

11.  Psalm 104:27; 145:15 – These passages tell us that God gives us what we need at the right 
time.  

Personal response.


We don’t always know what God knows is for our best.  We may be willing to settle for what is good when, if we wait for God, He will give us just what we need.  In that way, a perceived blessing could turn out to be a curse.  (For example, marrying the wrong person instead of waiting for the right person God has yet to bring into our lives.)

12. Philippians 4:19 – God will provide for every need that arises “according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”   God sees our needs for eternity and for this life as well.
13.
Habakkuk 3:17-19 – The prophet’s joy comes from: "the God of [his] salvation.” Regardless of what his earthly circumstances are, he knows God is the salvation of his people.
14. Personal response. 

God gives blessings of all kinds, both material and spiritual.  God’s blessings are always given for our good.  Of course, our greatest blessings come through Jesus Who brings us salvation.  At times, can trials and tribulations be a blessing?
15. Acts 5:41; Hebrews 12:7-10 – Acts is the account of the blessing the disciples received in the form of persecution for Christ’s sake.  Hebrews affirms that God, because we are His children and He loves us, disciplines us for our good.  Yes, blessings can hurt, but the hurt is temporary and works for our eternal good.

Bible Study 2: “The Joy of Managing God’s Blessings”
1. In order for us to be faithful with the blessings God entrusts to us, we need changed hearts filled with God’s love.  Thomas Jefferson said, “When the heart is right the feet are swift.”  Faithful stewardship is a matter of the heart.  The word “heart” is used in the Bible hundreds of times.  While this may refer to the organ that pumps blood through the body, usually the word is used figuratively.  We speak to someone “from the heart” or learn a hymn by “heart.”  In God’s Word, the heart represents one’s very being, the full spectrum of emotions and the center of one’s person.  When we hear that “home is where the heart is” we get a feeling for the sense of the word.


The Bible presents a picture of the heart that combines all aspects of our human existence.  That is why we betray our true interests, concerns, and loves with the heart.  Jesus said that “where you treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  What is important to me?  How do I spend my efforts and time and money?  Where are my priorities, and are they pleasing to God?  What kind of steward, manager, am I of the gifts God entrusts to me?  These types of questions help identify and explain that stewardship is a matter of the heart.


When our hearts are right with God and He is doing His good works through us, we, as God’s stewards, know the joy of the Lord.  This joy draws us closer to the Lord and compels us to bear the fruit of good works.  Our good works are possible only because the grace of God fills our hearts with love for Him and His Church.

2.
Personal response.  Television, cell phones, and tablets could be high on the list of time wasters.  Are you daily reading and meditating on God’s Word?  Do you have an active prayer life?  Are you attending church and Bible studies?

3.
Ephesians 5:15-17 - God wants us to avoid the evil ways and the luring of the world.  We are called to be wise and follow the ways of the Lord.  We find the will and ways of the Lord in His Word.

4.
1 Peter 4:10 - The Holy Spirit gives different gifts to each one of us.  These gifts are to be used in the service of others, not to keep for ourselves.
5.
Psalm 24:1; Haggai 2:8 – Everything belongs to God.  All we are and have are His gifts to us out of His grace.  Therefore, in gratitude for God’s grace to us, we are compelled to use His gifts in ways that honor Him.

Read 1 Corinthians 4:2.  God not only requires us to be trustworthy stewards, He enables us and equips us for responsible stewardship.


A Christian sees a bigger and better purpose for the management and use of his/her money.  The following story illustrates how people see their purpose differently:


A man visited a stone quarry and asked three workers what they were doing.  The first said irritably, “Can’t you see, I’m cutting a stone and no one is really helping me at all!  The second said matter of factly, “I’m making $100 an hour.  The third said proudly, “I’m building a cathedral!”  Yet all were doing the exact same work.  


Knowing our lives and our money belong to God, we see a purpose for our money that goes beyond our needs and interest.  

6.
Matthew 24:45-51 – Faithful and wise managers are always carrying out the work God gives them to do, being ready at any moment to account for His blessings and their management of them.


The neglectful servants will be punished severely for their mismanagement.

7.
1 Timothy 5:8 – Heads of households are required to provide for their families, even extended families.  This verse offers a harsh rebuke for one who does not: he/she “has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”
8.  Personal response.  With all of our hearts and minds, we need to understand that it is God’s money that we are managing.  We seek to do His will and honor Him with how we manage what He entrusts to us.

Are you acting as an owner or manager (steward) of the money God has entrusted to you?  If you view your money as a gift by God’s grace, you will want to please the Lord in how you spend, save, and give it.  You will see your money as a tool to help the needy and spread the Good News to others.

· How we view money: God’s Word tells us that everything comes from God and everything belongs to God. (Psalm 24:1; 39:11).

· How we feel about money: God’s Word tells us that we are not to love money for the love of money a root of all kinds of evil (Matthew 6:24, 1 Timothy 6:6-10).


Rev. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist church was paid 30 pounds, of which he lived on 28 pounds and gave the difference.

Some time later, his salary was raised to 50 pounds, but he continued living on 28 pounds and gave the difference.

Later his income was increased to 100 pounds, but e continued living on 28 pounds and gave the difference.


Pastor Wesley viewed his money as a gift from God to be used for God’s purposes.

Billy Graham said, “If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten out almost any other area of life.”  


How do some people mismanage their money other than circumstances involving health problems or job loss?

· Keep up with the Joneses

· No plans or budgets

· No goals

· Ignorance

· Foolish investments

· Greed

· Lack of contentment

· Pride

· Lack of discipline

· Compulsive shopping

· Too much debt

· Need immediate gratification

9.
When we build up a surplus, God can use those funds for ministry to help and support others and to extend His kingdom.

10.
Proverbs 30:8-9; Matthew 19:23-24; 1 Timothy 6:6-10 - God’s Word shares more concerns for those who are wealthy.   There is the tendency to think that, if we are wealthy, we don’t need God.   This idea of wealth affects many people.  It is not just the super-rich like the Bill Gateses and Warren Buffets.  In comparison to the rest of the world, we are the rich.  Thomas Carlyle wrote, “99 people out of 100 can handle adversity, but only one out of 100 can handle prosperity.”  Scripture again and again warns us about money.  Rich people can be faithful and be saved, but riches can be an impediment.  The wealthy have the opportunity to use their wealth in many wonderful ways to help the needy and extend the kingdom.
11.
Joy comes from having a right relationship with God.  Managing our money and time for God’s purposes and according to His will gives us joy.
12.
Matthew 25:14-30 – The Master is God.  We are the servants.  A talent is an amount of money.  

The servants were given varying amounts of money in relation to their varying abilities to manage it.  Each, however, was charged to be faithful with what he received.  The servant who received five talents and the one who received two were both faithful.  

The two servants who were given the most also earned the most because they were wise and resourceful in how they managed (invested) it.  They found joy in having pleased the Master.  The master commended the two faithful servants with the words “Well done, good and faithful servants.”  They were also rewarded with more responsibility and were welcomed into the joy of the master.  

Because the third servant did not have a good relationship with his master, he buried his talents.  He seemed to blame his own failure on the master.  The master tells the unfaithful servant, “You wicked and slothful servant!”  The third servant was unproductive with the gifts he received and was severely criticized by his master who, in effect, fired him.
13. Luke 12:15 – This verse warns us of the dangers of covetousness and greed and reminds us that our lives should not be wrapped up in the abundance of material possessions.

14.  Personal response.  The main purpose of wise money management is that, by it, we can give honor and glory to God.  We can be His instruments to care for our families and help those who are in financial need.  We can have funds to support our churches and their ministries.  Money is to be used as a tool to help others and extend the kingdom.
15. How and where we spend our money is an indication of where our interests and priorities lie.  Does the first portion of our incomes go to the Lord or for our own needs and wants?  After we’ve given our tithes and offerings, are we still saving, spending, and giving prudently?  Selfishly? Haphazardly?
16. Matthew 6:33 – When God comes first in our hearts and minds and hearts, everything else will fall into place.  

17. 2 Corinthians 9:13 tells us that through the generosity of the Corinthians and other Gentiles 
God is being glorified.  The same holds true of generous givers today.
Bible Study 3: “The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings”

1. Our greatest treasure is the Gospel, the Good News that tells us that, through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, He gives us victory over sin, death, and the devil.  We have the promise of eternal life.  We are to share and spread the Gospel to all people.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing and teaching.

2. Jesus is with us in such a way that we are serving Jesus when we serve others.

3. Genesis 4:2-4; Hebrew11:4; 1 John 3:12 – Abel offered his gift in faith.  Abel gave the “firstborn of his flock, and of their fat portions.”   Cain’s heart was not right toward God.  Cain offered some of his harvest.
Yes, just as how we spend our time is a reflection of what’s important to us, so does how we spend our money.  Do we give first to the Lord?  That indicates that He and the Gospel and the salvation of souls are our utmost priority.

4. Proverbs 3:9 – Old Testament givers gave the first of their crops, trusting that the remaining 9/10 would be good grain, not moldy, not destroyed by insects or bad weather, or any other such malady.

5. 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 - By God’s grace in Jesus, the Macedonians gave generously.  In spite of their afflictions and economic challenges, they gave above their means.  They first gave themselves.  Knowing and experiencing God’s love, they gave from their hearts.
6. Personal response.  Giving causes us to trust in God, and He promises to supply all our needs (Philippians 4:19).  Jesus said, “Where your treasure is your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).   Our selfishness or the lack of giving can cause a roadblock to our spiritual growth.   Hoarding prevents us from being the channels through which God works.

Through our faithful and generous giving, we become more Christ-like.  We were created in God’s image, although through sin, that image in us was changed.  God’s nature is to love and give, and we are to imitate Him (Ephesians 5:1).  Through our generosity, we experience the joy that comes from doing what God has called us to do which is to share with others.
7. 2 Corinthians 9:11 – God will always provide for what we need and give us even more to share with others.  The result is that thanksgiving will be given to God.

8.  Psalm 50:10-12 – Personal response.
· Giving keeps us dependent on God.
· Giving strengthens our connection with God and the church
· Giving brings joy to the giver and the receiver.

· Giving is a deterrent to greed and covetousness.

· Giving is one way we can serve God and others.

· God makes us channels for the gifts He wants to give to His children.
· Giving as a priority reduces our anxiety regarding money.  By God’s grace, we follow God’s will not our own, and we place our trust in Him.
9. 2 Corinthians 5:14-17; 8:1; 9:8 – As we grow in faith, coming to understand the great love Christ has for us, we want to respond in thankful giving.  His love flows through us and we are compelled to act toward others as Christ has acted toward us.  It is by God’s grace alone that we can become generous givers.

10.
Giving gives us a purpose.  God uses us as His channels to help and support others, and, in the process, we draw closer to Him and become more dependent upon God.  Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we stop seeing money as an end, but rather as a means or as a tool to be used for God’s purposes.  Through our generosity God blesses us spiritually (sometimes materially).  We experience the joy of giving.

2.  Through our giving we are extending God’s love.  Jesus said, “Where your treasure is your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).   Those we support not only receive our gifts; they receive our love and compassion.


3.  Scripture tells us that we bring nothing into this life and take nothing with us at the end.  The only investing that will last for eternity are those gifts and investments we make into others and into God’s kingdom.  Helping and supporting other people (especially Christians—Galatians 6:10) are storing up treasures in heaven.

4.  Our human tendency is to be self-centered and selfish.  With God’s help, we can overcome our desire to hoard and keep what we have by giving freely to others.  We stop seeing our money as our money and begin to see what we have as God’s money that has been entrusted to us.
11. Personal response.


The world sees money as the answer to all our problems, the giver of status and power, one of the most important things in life, if not at the top of the list.  People believe that to be happy they need money and the things money can buy, and the world both initiates and perpetuates that attitude.  

Matthew 6:19-24; Luke 16:10-12; 1 Timothy 6:6-19 – Money is a fleeting commodity, especially compared to treasures in Heaven that are eternal.  Money can be a trap which will cause our “ruin and destruction.” 

In Matthew 6:24, Jesus tells us that we can’t serve two masters.  Serving money can be so subtle that we may not be aware it has become overly important to us.  We may not realize how important our success and material comforts have become.  Money and possessions can challenge our relationship with Jesus.  Who or what is receiving our energy, time, and thoughts?


In the Luke 16:10-12 reference, Jesus is telling us that it is important to be obedient and faithful with the lesser things such as money.  If we are not faithful with little things, like money, God will not entrust us with true riches which refers to people.
12.  Malachi 3:10-11; Proverbs 3:9-10; 11:24-25; Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:6 – God tells us through these passages that we will never be in want because He will “open the windows of Heaven for [us].”  God continually blesses His people, but He promises even more blessings through our generosity.  The most important blessings are spiritual, but, at times, He blesses us materially.
13. Acts 20:35.  There is joy in making others happy through our generosity.  Nothing is more enjoyable than to see someone who appreciates the gifts they have received from us.  It is discouraging to give to those who aren’t grateful and may even spurn our gifts.  Let us then remember our Savior Who bore humiliation, torture, and death in order to bring us the gift of salvation.  During those very hours, He was ridiculed and His gift spurned, but He did not withdraw it.  Throughout the centuries and still today, there are those who do not value His gift, but He continues to reach out to them, joyfully, in love.  Through our giving, we imitate God’s giving nature, which gives us joy.  Giving is joyful and fulfilling.  If we search our hearts and our memories, we are sure to find joy flooding our emotions upon remembering those occasions when we gave without reservation, without thought of 
getting something back, without any motive other than to bless another as we have been blessed.
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