
Week Three– Day 2 
Devotions from Psalm 116 
 

How Can I Live For God Today? 
 
Psalm 116:1-2, " I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas 
for mercy.   Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as 
long as I live." 
 
When Napoleon’s armies swept across Europe, one of his generals was preparing to attack 
the little town of Feldkirch on the Austrian border.  It was Easter and the citizens gathered to 
decide whether to resist or surrender.  They were also wondering whether they should go on 
with Easter worship that morning.  The pastor spoke to the people and shared that if they 
tried to handle things on their own, with their own strength, they would fail.  It was Easter.  
This was the day of the Lord’s resurrection.  Led by the Holy Spirit they decided to ring the 
bells and have worship as usual and leave their well-being in God’s hands.  
 
Napoleon’s army misunderstood the meaning of the joyful bells.  Assuming that the bells 
announced the arrival of the Austrian army, Napoleon’s army broke camp and retreated.  
Believers do not always receive answers to their prayers in such dramatic ways, but Jesus was 
right: God moves with those who move in his direction. 
 
The Lord hears our prayers and answers our pleas - It's what God does. 
 
Sometimes it seems like God is not listening, or hard of hearing, or preoccupied with 
something else, but that is never the case.  The Lord always hears our voice, he always 
inclines his ear to us, and he always answers our prayers in the best possible way, at the best 
possible time, with what's best for us.  God's understanding is above and beyond our 
understanding, as is his love for us. 
 
Ours is to trust in the Lord and His promises, and to live each day victoriously in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
A little girl walking in a garden noticed a particularly beautiful flower.  She admired its 
beauty and enjoyed its fragrance.  “It’s so pretty!” she exclaimed.  As she gazed on it, her eyes 
followed the stem down to the soil in which it grew.  “This flower is too pretty to be planted in 
such dirt!” she cried.  So she pulled it up by its roots and ran to the water faucet to wash away 
the soil.  It wasn’t long until the flower wilted and died. 
 
When the gardener saw what the little girl had done, he exclaimed, “You have destroyed my 
finest plant!” 
 
“I’m sorry, but I didn’t like it in that dirt,” she said.  The gardener replied, “I chose that spot 
and mixed the soil because I knew that only there could it grow to be a beautiful flower.” 
 
Often we murmur because of the circumstances into which God has placed us.  We fail to 
realize that He is using our pressures, trials, and difficulties to bring us to a new degree of 
spiritual beauty.   
 
Living for God today involves trusting that God is always working, in our lives, and for the 
building of His Kingdom.  Our trust in God is reflected in our living of Spirit filled, thankful 
lives.  


