
Week One – Day 5 

Devotions 

 

 Psalm 118:25-26 (ESV) 

 

“Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD.” 

 

Every summer since 1995 the town of Whalans, Minnesota has had a rather unusual 

parade.   

 

It is called a “Standstill Parade”.  The parade does not move, the spectators do.  The 

color guard and American Legion members are always seated at the beginning of the 

parade, with all other units following.  The units are placed on each side of the street as 

well as down the center. 

 

Floats are parked and musicians perform while standing in place.  Because of the 

unusual nature of this parade it has drawn national attention, even being covered on 

The CBS News. 

 

There once was another parade that also received a lot of attention but for a different 

reason.  This parade took place in Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week.  We call it 

Palm Sunday.  Jesus was the main attraction.  He entered the city riding on a donkey in 

fulfillment of Zachariah’s prophecy that this would be the way the Messiah would 

announce Himself.  (Zachariah 9:9) 

 

Far from standing still, Jesus rode along while the people took branches from palm 

trees, waving them and shouting, “Hosanna!”.   Actually they were quoting Psalm 

118:25-26.  (See John 12:12-13) “Hosanna” is the Hebrew for “Save us, please!”.  And the 

meaning of, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” is self-evident.  The 

religious leaders knew exactly what the crowds meant and it made them mad.  They 

were saying, “Jesus is the promised Messiah.  He has come to save us.” And that is 

exactly what Jesus Christ did. 

 

It wasn’t until Jesus accomplished the salvation of the world on Calvary that people 

could be set free to serve Him.  And it wasn’t until His people were filled with the Holy 

Spirit on Pentecost that they were empowered to do so.  (Acts 1:8) 

 

Living for God today means being set free through the salvation Christ has given you 

and being daily empowered by the Holy Spirit to put His love into action.  The people 



who have served God with their lives “set apart” form a long parade through history that 

will one day end in heaven. 

“O Lord, I want to be in that number when the saints go marching in!” (American 

Gospel Hymn) 

 

Prayer:  Lord, I don’t want my life to be a slow walk through time, following the path of 

least resistance.  I want it to be a celebration of service to You and Your kingdom even if 

that means receiving criticism from the world around me.  Give me grace, Lord, to join 

in Your parade shouting my “Hosannas” to You, my servant king.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

For personal reflection or family discussion: 

What was the most memorable parade you have ever attended? What made it so? 

Describe what you think the Palm Sunday parade must have been like.  What does  

“Being set free to serve God.” mean to you? 


