
Week One - Day 3 

Devotions 

 

Psalm 118:22-23 (ESV) 

 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  This is the LORD's 

doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” 

 

There is an old Jewish story told about Psalm 118:22 that goes like this: 
 
When Solomon’s temple was being built, it was forbidden for the sound of hammers to 
be heard at the job site because it was a holy place of worship.  What this meant for the 
construction was that each of the 20 ton stones had to be shaped several miles away in 
the quarry.   Every stone was carefully cut for its exact spot in the temple and hauled to 
the temple site.   The very first stone to be delivered seemed to be an oddly shaped 
stone.  The builders said, “What is this?  This doesn’t look like any stone we can use.”  So 
they rolled it to the edge of a cliff and pushed it down into a valley were garbage was 
disposed of.   
 
Years later, when construction on the temple was nearing completion, the builders said, 
“Send us the cornerstone.”  Word came back from the quarry, “We already did.”  They 
were confused. 
 
Then someone remembered what they had done with the very first stone sent to them.   
It was then hauled up from its lowly position, where it had been forgotten, and was 
honored at the final ceremony to complete the temple.   It fit perfectly!  Thus the Psalm 
says, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”  
 
When the religious leaders of Jesus’ day rejected Him, Jesus identified Himself with 
that stone.  Even though they did not accept Him, God had placed Him in His position 
as Messiah! (Matthew 21:42) 
 
In living for God today, our God can take what may be viewed as unimportant and turn 
it around to become the most important thing.  The image of the rejected stone is a 
reminder of that possibility.   
 

In living your life for God today do you live by faith in His promises? Are you willing to 

take risks for God’s sake? Do you sometimes feel rejected? Do you allow others’ opinions 

about you to affect the way you see yourself?  

 

God, in Christ, is calling you to step out in bold faith.  Take your stand on the Rock of 

Ages!  

 



You might feel that you do not have much to offer.  But remember, God can take that 

odd cut stone and make it into something very special to be used in amazing ways within 

His kingdom.   

 

Prayer:  Christ is our cornerstone, on Him alone we build; With His true saints alone 

the courts of heaven are filled. On His great love our hopes we place of present grace and 

joys above. 

(Eighth century Latin Hymn.  Lutheran Service Book #912) 

 

 

 

 

For personal reflection or family discussion: 

What does it mean to have Christ as your cornerstone? Do you feel bullied by life’s 

circumstances or by someone in particular? By taking your stand on Christ and in His 

strength what can you do about that? Where is God calling you to step out in bold faith 

today? 


