
Week One – Day 1 

Devotions 

 

 Psalm 118:1 (ESV) 

 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever!” 

 

The Psalm begins by showing us where the living of our lives for God must begin, in 

gratitude and thanksgiving.  We will not live for God by just being told to do so.  This 

goes against our grain and we do not want to “have to” serve God.  It isn’t until we see 

the goodness of the Lord and experience His steadfast love that we become motivated to 

give our lives as a sacrifice of praise for what He has done for us. 

 

When a woman of questionable character poured expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet at a 

dinner party the religious leaders of His day objected.  She was a sinner and her actions 

were out of place.  Jesus responded by telling them that those who are forgiven much, 

love much, and it shows by their actions.” (Luke 7:37-47)  

 

Our gratitude is translated into outward acts of service to God and to others.  No wonder 

Psalm 118 repeats the statement of God’s goodness and love four times in the opening 

verses to make sure we don’t miss it. 

 

What a difference it makes when we view our lives and livelihoods not as something we 

achieve, but rather as a gift we receive.  Greed is replaced with gratitude.  Getting is 

replaced with giving. 

 

Our selfish attempts to build up our own reputations and fortunes are replaced by a 

commitment to say with our lips and our lives, “His steadfast love endures forever!” 

 

Prayer:  “O Lord, grant that I may not seek to be consoled, as to console.  To be 
understood, as to understand.  To be loved, as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive.  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.  It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”  
(Prayer of St. Francis.) 
 
 

 

 

 

For personal reflection or family discussion: 

What are some specific ways a person can express their gratitude to God in living for 

Him today?  Why is our motive (why we do something) so important?  What is the 

difference between “have to” and “want to” when it comes to living for God today? 


