
DISTRICT NEWS

MINNESOTA NORTH APRIL 2023  /  1

  /
 A

P
R

IL
 2

0
2

3

MINNESOTA NORTH

The LWML is celebrating its 80th an-
niversary (1942-2022) under the theme 
“What’s Your 80?” LWML groups are en-
couraged to bless others with 80 or more 
of something in thanksgiving to God.

At its December Advent party (right), the 
Lutheran Women in Mission of Trinity, 
New York Mills, collected 80 items for 
their preschool, including markers, glue, 
glue sticks, books, construction paper, 
activity books and stickers.

The LWML district’s Wadena Zone 
(above) gathered more than 80 hygiene 
items to put into kits at their 2022 Fall 
Rally, which were given to MAHUBE-
OTWA, an organization based in 
Detroit Lakes that helps people in need 
in a five-county area. The hygiene kits 
were given to women who have had to 
suddenly leave their homes.

Celebrating 80 years by serving neighbor
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Minnesota North District congregational financial statement  
for the period ending Jan. 15, 2023

Circuit 1 – Crookston
Our Savior, Crookston  387  2,100.00  2,762.40  662.40  7.14  131.54 
First, East Grand Forks  70  500.00  500.00  -  7.14   100.00 
First English, Eldred  26  2,100.00  2,700.00  600.00  103.85  128.57 
St. Paul, Euclid   43   1,000.00  1,000.00  -  23.26  100.00 
Trinity, Fisher  116  12,500.00  6,925.00  (5,575)  59.70  55.40 
Redeemer, Plummer  28  -  1,200.00  1,200  42.86  -   
Immmanuel, Radium/Warren  23  1,200.00  1,630.00  430.00  70.87  135.83 
St. John, Red Lake Falls  82  5,000.00  5,000.00  -  60.98  100.00 
St. John, Thief River Falls  144  100.00  300.00  200.00  2.08  300.00 
Zion, Warren  195  500.00  500.00  -  2.56  100.00 
Zion, Ada  153  6,000.00  6,000.00  -  39.22  100.00 
St. John, Ada  181  6,000.00  6,000.00  -  33.15  100.00 
Bethlehem, Mahnomen  12  500.00  500.00  -  41.67  100.00 
Immanuel, McIntosh  73  -  615.00  615.00  8.42  -   
Trinity, Twin Valley  158  3,000.00  5,000.00  2,000.00  31.65  166.67 
Totals  1,691   40,500.00  40,632.40   132.40  24.03 100.33

Circuit 2 – Bemidji
Redeemer, Bagley  107  1,000.00  750.00  (250)  7.01  75.00 
Bethlehem, Baudette 50  560.00  560.00  -  11.20  100.00 
Trinity, Bemidji  368  25,000.00  24,000.00  (1,000)  65.22  96.00 
Holy Trinity, Blackduck  60  1,000.00  1,000.00  -  16.67  100.00 
Immanuel, Cass Lake  30  1,200.00  1,200.00  -  40.00  100.00 
St. Paul, International Falls  212  8,400.00  8,400.00  -  39.62  100.00 
Trinity, Lake George  78  -  443.93  443.93  5.69  -   
Bethlehem, Warroad  37  400.00  400.00  -  10.81  100.00 
Totals  942   37,560.00  36,753.93  (806.07)  39.02 97.85

Circuit 3 – Park Rapids
St. John, Akeley  100  3,600.00  55,937.00  52,337.00  559.37  1,553.81 
First English, Dorset  256  3,000.00  3,000.00  -  11.72  100.00 
St. John, Park Rapids  830  75,000.00  68,750.00  (6,250)  82.83  91.67 
Immanuel, Walker  160  2,500.00  2,500.00  -  15.63  100.00 
Redeemer, Menahga  77  500.00  500.00  -  6.49  100.00 
Gethsemane, Snellman  148  2,000.00  -  (2,000)  -  -   
Christ, Wolf Lake  58  2,100.00  2,100.00  -  36.21  100.00 
Totals  1,629  88,700.00  132,787.00  44,087.00  81.51 149.70

Circuit 4 – Detroit Lakes
St. John, Corliss 325  4,800.00  4,800.00  -  14.77  100.00 
Immanuel, Dent  74  4,000.00  4,000.00  -  54.05  100.00 
Zion, Detroit Lakes  484  17,800.00  18,760.08  960.08  38.76  105.39 
St. John, Dora Township  28  200.00  400.00  200.00  14.29  200.00 
St. Paul, Evergreen  225  1,500.00  1,500.00  -  6.67  100.00 
Bethlehem, Frazee  651  6,200.00  6,296.68  96.68  9.67  101.56 
St. Paul, Vergas  265  5,000.00  5,000.00  -  18.87  100.00 
St. Paul, Perham  748  7,000.00  7,419.80  419.80  9.92  106.00 
St. John, Vergas  213  4,000.00  4,000.00  -  18.78  100.00 
St. John, Frazee  148  1,600.00  1,600.00  -  10.81  100.00 
Beautiful Savior, Callaway  225  4,000.00  4,000.00  -   17.78  100.00 
Totals  3,386  56,100.00  57,776.56  1,676.56  17.06 102.99

Circuit 5 – Wadena
Immanuel, Barlett Township  72  2,500.00  2,500.00  –   34.72  100.00 
St. Paul, Bertha  84  1,000.00  1,350.00  350.00   16.07  135.00 
Trinity, Deer Creek  259  6,000.00  6,000.00 –  23.17  100.00 
St. Paul, Henning  336  10,000.00  12,362.5  2,362.50  36.79  123.63 
Trinity, Hewitt  105  500.00  –   (500.00) –  –   
Nimrod, Nimrod  84  50.00  50.00  –  0.60  100.00 
Zion, N. Germany/Sebeka  37  1,250.00  1,250.00  –  33.78  100.00 
St. John, Ottertail   353  18,000.00  18,350.00  350.00  51.98  101.94 
St. Paul, Richville  17  2,000.00  2,000.00  –  117.65  100.00 
St. John, Wadena  606  10,000.00  7,855.78  (2,144.22)  12.96  78.56 
Trinity, New York Mills  622  18,000.00  18,000.00  –  28.94  100.00 
Grace, Sebeka  170  4,000.00  4,000.00 –  23.53  100.00 
Totals  2,745  73,300.00  73,718.28  418.28  26.86 100.57

Circuit 6 – Brainerd  
St. John, Aitkin 383  13,000.00 15,616.92  2,616.92  40.78  120.13 
Zion, Brainerd  470  33,440.00  33,856.80  416.80  72.04  101.25 
Zion, Crosby  44  –   –   –  –   –   
Immanuel, Iron Hub  93  –   –   –  –   –   
Our Savior, McGregor  169  900.00  950.00   50.00  5.62   105.56 
Gloria Dei, Pequot Lakes  221  10,000.00  10,000.00   –  45.25   100.00 
St. John, Wright  19  800.00  1,057.00   257.00  55.63   132.13 
Prince Of Peace, Baxter  166  8,855.70  8,855.70   –  53.35   100.00 
Shepherd Of The Lake, Garrison  92  4,000.00  4,000.00   –  43.48   100.00 

Emmanuel, Backus  138  12,000.00  13,791.54   1,791.54  99.94   114.93 
St. John, Motley  130  2,400.00 2,400.00   –  18.46   100.00 
Trinity, Staples  143  5,000.00   5,333.32   333.32  37.30   106.67 
Mission Of The Cross, Crosslake  60  2,900.00  2,900.00   –  48.33   100.00 
Living Savior, Lake Shore  103  4,800.00  5,600.00   800.00  54.37   116.67 
Totals  2,231  98,095.70  104,361.28  6,265.58  46.78 106.39

Circuit 7 – Iron Range
Redeemer, Aurora  51  3,600.00  3,600.00  –   70.59  100.00 
Good Shepherd, Babbitt  104  5,500.00  5,520.00  20.00   53.08  100.36 
Mount Olive, Bovey  151  1,200.00  900.00  (300.00)  5.96  75.00 
Grace, Chisholm  120  400.00  400.00  –  3.33  100.00 
Redeemer, Deer River  60  500.00  500.00  –  8.33  100.00 
First, Grand Rapids  407  16,935.50  15,000.00  (1,935.50)  36.86  88.57 
Grace, Hibbing  231  3,600.00  3,600.00  –  15.58  100.00 
Trinity, Hill City  30  –  –  –  –  –   
Grace, Marble  36  500.00  590.00  90.00  16.39  118.00 
Centennial, Squaw Lake  24  400.00  400.00  –  16.67  100.00 
Trinity, Virginia  307  7,000.00  7,234.00  234.00  23.56  103.34 
First, Ely  69  6,500.00  6,500.00  –  94.20  100.00 
Gloria Dei, Virginia  114  14,000.00  14,000.00  –  122.81  100.00 
Our Redeemer, Cohasset  320  31,500.00  31,500.00  –  98.44  100.00 
Totals  2,024  91,635.50  89,744.00  (1,891.50)  44.34  97.94

Circuit 8 – Lake Superior
Our Redeemer, Cloquet  163  2,000.00  –  (2,000.00)  –   –   
Mount Olive, Duluth  214  14,000.00  11,610.28  (2,389.72)  54.25   82.93 
Redeemer, Duluth  54  3,000.00  –  (3,000.00)  –   –   
Hope, Munger  102  5,160.00  5,400.00  240.00  52.94  104.65 
Faith, Silver Bay  85  500.00  500.00  –  5.88  100.00 
Shep. Of The Lake, Two Harbors  24  2,400.00  2,400.00  –  100.00  100.00 
St. Matthew, Esko  667  29,500.00  29,500.00  –  44.23  100.00 
Christ, Superior  314  12,000.00  15,192.44  3,192.44  48.38  126.60 
Faith, Maple  56  250.00  250.00  –  4.46  100.00 
Peace In Christ, Hermantown  721  50,200.00  55,200.00  5,000.00  76.56  109.96 
Life In Christ, Grand Marais  31  3,860.00  5,523.30  1,663.30  178.17  143.09 
Totals  2,431  122,870.00  125,576.02  2,706.02  51.66 102.20

Circuit 9 – Kettle River
Emmanuel, Barnum  145   4,500.00   4,500.00   –   31.03   100.00 
St. Paul, Bruno  70   3,200.00   3,200.00   –   45.71   100.00 
Peace, Finlayson  184   11,000.00   11,000.00   –     59.78   100.00 
St. Paul, Hinckley  185   4,000.00   4,000.00   –     21.62   100.00 
St. John, Kroschel  249   4,000.00   1,981.25   (2,018.75)  7.96   49.53 
St. Peter, Moose Lake  49   1,000.00   –   (1,000.00)  –    –   
Trinity, Isle  230   8,000.00   10,325.00   2,325.00  44.89   129.06 
Zion, Mora  326   15,000.00   15,000.00   –  46.01   100.00 
St. Paul, Ogilvie  167   3,000.00   3,000.00   –  17.96   100.00 
Zion, Pine City  295   6,000.00   6,000.00   –  20.34   100.00 
Immanuel, Giese  50   1,200.00   1,200.00   –  24.00   100.00 
Trinity, Sandstone  12   600.00   600.00   –  50.00   100.00 
Totals  1,962  61,500.00  60,806.25  (693.75)  30.99 98.87

Circuit 10 – Little Falls
St. Paul, Foley  242  2,500.00  –   (2,500.00)  –   –   
St. John, Popple Ck/Sauk Rpds  131  5,000.00  6,982.00   1,982.00  53.30   139.64 
St. Paul, Royalton  127  –  500.00   500.00  3.94   –   
Trinity, Sauk Rapids  861  20,000.00  15,822.96   (4,177.04)  18.38   79.11 
Messiah, Sartell  190  12,000.00  17,955.00   5,955.00  94.50   149.63 
Zion, Little Falls  135  16,000.00  15,675.00   (325.00)  116.11   97.97 
St. Peter, Randall  90  300.00  300.00   –     3.33   100.00 
Shepherd Of The Pines, Rice  292  24,835.00  25,332.36   497.36   86.75   102.00 
Good Shepherd, Sauk Rapids  38  1,460.00  –   (1,460.00)  –   –   
Totals  2,106  $82,095.00  $82,567.32  $472.32  $39.21 100.58

Circuit 11 – Rum River
St. Stephen, Braham  228  10,000.00   10,000.00  –  43.86  100.00 
Zion, Crown  279  3,500.00   3,504.00  4.00  12.56  100.11 
St. Paul, Milaca  102  7,500.00   3,750.00  (3,750.00)  36.76  50.00 
St. John, North Branch  113  8,000.00   10,198.00  2,198.00  90.25  127.48 
Zion, Princeton  90  2,400.00   7,750.00  5,350.00  86.11  322.92 
St. John, Rush City  121  7,500.00   7,500.00  –  61.98  100.00 
Joy, Cambridge  190  16,000.00   14,666.67  (1,333.33)  77.19  91.67 
Lord Of The Lakes, Chisago City  256  28,400.00   28,400.04  0.04  110.94  100.00 
Emmanuel, Elk River  138  26,180.00   24,655.79  (1,524.21)  178.67  94.18 
Lord Of Glory, Elk River  363  36,000.00   36,000.00  –     99.17  100.00 
Faith Community, Zimmerman  107  6,000.00   6,000.00  –     56.07  100.00 
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Living Branch, North Branch  77  1,200.00   1,200.00  –     15.58  100.00 
Grace, Becker  132  3,000.00   3,000.00  –     22.73  100.00 
Alive Monticello  54  1,200.00   1,200.00  –     22.22  100.00 
Totals  2,250  156,880.00  157,824.50  944.50  70.14 100.60

Circuit 12 – St. Cloud       
Trinity, Clear Lake  130  3,500.00   3,500.00   –     26.92   100.00 
Faith, St. Cloud  93  1,800.00   1,800.00   –     19.35   100.00 
Concordia, Fair Haven  228  3,000.00   3,000.00   –     13.16   100.00 
Immanuel, Farming Twp.  137  4,000.00   5,000.00   1,000.00   36.50   125.00 
Holy Cross, St. Cloud  525  16,000.00   17,333.64   1,333.64   33.02   108.34 
Redeemer, St. Cloud  306  20,000.00   20,000.00   –   65.36   100.00 
St. Paul, Eden Valley  242  5,000.00   7,355.00   2,355.00   30.39   147.10 
St John, Kimball  266  5,250.00   5,250.00   –   19.74   100.00 
Love Of Christ, St. Cloud  817  1,000.00   –   (1,000.00)  –     –   
Sonrise Lutheran, Avon  62  1,200.00   1,200.00   –   19.35   100.00 
Totals  2,806  60,750.00  64,438.64  3,688.64   22.96 106.07

Circuit 13 – Alexandria       
Zion, Alexandria  928   32,500.00   39,375.00   6,875.00   42.43   121.15 
Trinity, Carlos  101   4,000.00   4,000.00   –   39.60   100.00 
St. John, Garfield  126   3,500.00   3,536.00   36.00   28.06   101.03 
Trinity, Grove Lake  95   4,500.00   7,058.00   2,558.00   74.29   156.84 
Ebenezer, Leaf Valley  165   2,500.00   2,500.00   –   15.15   100.00 
Trinity, Millerville   61   4,000.00   4,498.00   498.00   73.74   112.45 
Mount Calvary, Miltona  66   2,800.00   3,500.00   700.00   53.03   125.00 
St. Paul, Milton Twp./Prkrs Pr  38   1,500.00   1,880.00   380.00   49.47   125.33 
Zion, North Effington  47   1,800.00   900.00   (900.00)  19.15   50.00 
Redeemer, Osakis  26   3,000.00   1,000.00   (2,000.00)  38.46   33.33 
Immanuel, Parkers Prairie  632   28,000.00   26,337.68   (1,662.32)  41.67   94.06 
St. James, South Effington  77   2,000.00   2,000.00   –  25.97   100.00 
St. John, Villard  112   5,250.00   6,859.50   1,609.50  61.25   130.66 
Good Shepherd, Alexandria  569   15,500.00   12,180.00   (3,320.00)  21.41   78.58 
Totals  3,043   110,850.00   115,624.18  4,774.18  38.00 104.31

Circuit 14 – Fergus Falls       
St. John, Barnesville  186   4,000.00   2,705.00   (1,295.00)  14.54   67.63 
Grace, Breckenridge  180   12,000.00   12,000.00   –   66.67   100.00 
St. John, Elizabeth Fergus Falls  87   100.00   100.00   –   1.15   100.00 
Faith, Fergus Falls  115   1,500.00   1,500.00   –   13.04   100.00 
Trinity, Fergus Falls  317   24,000.00   24,000.00   –   75.71   100.00 
Immanuel, Friberg Twp.  84   3,500.00   4,000.00   500.00   47.62   114.29 
Our Redeemer, Moorhead  537   30,500.00   30,605.00   105.00   56.99   100.34 
Trinity, Sabin  341   5,000.00   5,000.00   –   14.66   100.00 
Totals  1,847   80,600.00   79,910.00   (690.00)  43.26  99.14

Circuit 15 – Long Prairie       
St. Matthew, Clarissa  110   1,500.00   4,485.00   2,985.00   40.77   299.00 
Immanuel, Eagle Bend   212   5,000.00   –   (5,000.00)  –    –   
St. John, Grey Eagle  58   2,000.00   2,379.00   379.00   41.02   118.95 

Trinity, Long Prairie  421   22,000.00   13,796.22   (8,203.78)  32.77   62.71 
Zion, Sauk Centre  281   1,500.00   1,805.30   305.30   6.42   120.35 
St. Paul, Melrose  149   6,500.00   6,504.00   4.00   43.65   100.06 
St. Peter, Swanville  338   3,000.00   7,000.00   4,000.00   20.71   233.33 
Totals  1,569  41,500.00  35,969.52  (5,530.48)  22.93 86.67

Circuit 16 – Wheaton       
Zion, Browns Valley  225   1,200.00   1,150.00   (50.00)  5.11   95.83 
St. Paul, Campbell  30   500.00   762.60   262.60  25.42   152.52 
Christ,  Elbow Lake  103   5,500.00   6,886.90   1,386.90   66.86   125.22 
Bethlehem, Herman  34   3,000.00   3,000.00   –     88.24   100.00 
Immanuel, Monson Township  65   5,000.00   5,000.00   –     76.92   100.00 
St. John, Wheaton  369   5,000.00   5,000.00   –     13.55   100.00 
Zion, Hoffman  123   6,000.00   8,126.00   2,126.00   66.07   135.43 
Totals  949  26,200.00  29,925.50  3,725.50  31.53 114.22

Circuit 17 – Appleton       
Trinity, Appleton  108   3,600.00   5,285.00   1,685.00   48.94   146.81 
St. Mark, Benson  499   5,000.00   8,000.00   3,000.00   16.03   160.00 
Grace, Correll  55   3,500.00   5,384.50   1,884.50   97.90   153.84 
Trinity, Fairfield  69   3,000.00   3,000.00   –   43.48   100.00 
Immanuel, Holloway  46   350.00   1,209.50   859.50   26.29   345.57 
Zion, Morris  177   21,000.00   21,630.00   630.00   122.20   103.00 
Trinity, Odessa  20   3,000.00   3,467.00   467.00   173.35   115.57 
Trinity, Ortonville  404   15,000.00   15,000.00   –   37.13   100.00 
Trinity, Walter Twp/Bellingham  101   6,000.00   7,500.00   1,500.00   74.26   125.00 
Totals  1,479   60,450.00   $0,476.00   10,026.00   47.65  116.59

Circuit 18 – Montevideo       
Nicolai, Canby  104   2,500.00   2,180.00   (320.00)  20.96   87.20 
St. Paul, Granite Falls  363   12,000.00   12,000.00   –  33.06   100.00 
Trinity, Havelock/Montevideo  51   2,000.00   3,652.50   1,652.50  71.62   182.63 
St John, Madison  246   7,500.00   8,109.40   609.40   32.97   108.13 
St. Paul, Montevideo  245   6,600.00   7,317.50   717.50   29.87   110.87 
St. Luke, Posen Twp/Wood Lake  152   4,000.00   4,000.00   –   26.32   100.00 
St. John, Sparta Twp/Montevideo  103   7,000.00   9,690.00   2,690.00   94.08   138.43 
Zion, Tyro Township/Boyd  115   3,000.00   3,000.00   –   26.09   100.00 
Redeemer, Willmar  656   36,000.00   36,450.00   450.00   55.56   101.25 
Living Word, New London  160   7,800.00   7,800.00   –   48.75   100.00 
Totals 2,195 88,400.00   94,199.40   5,799.40   42.92  106.56

 37,285   1,377,986.20   1,453,090.78   75,104.58   38.97  105.45

•  2022 funds received after Jan. 15, 2023, have not been recorded In 2022 remittance amounts, 
but will be counted as 2023 remittances.

•  The district budget was approved by Minnesota North District Board of Directors on Feb. 13, 
2022, according to the congregational pledges listed. 

•  The communicant membership numbers are the most current numbers provided to the district 
for 2022.
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Rev. William 
Traphagan was 
installed as pastor of 
Mission of the Cross, 
Crosslake, on Jan. 15. 
A meal followed the 
service. Pictured are, 
from left: Revs. Walter 
Lehenbauer, Karl 
Yahr, Mark Johnson, 
William Traphagan, 
Caleb Worral, 
Brady Finnern, 
David Becker, Travis 
Lauterbach, Dr. Rick 
Hans, John Thomson 
and Frank Milo.

Welcome, Pastor Traphagan!
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Counselor’s Corner

“ And I am sure of this, that He who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ.” PHILIPPIANS 1:6

Did you get the extended warranty on the toaster you bought, or 
did you decide to just take the risk? What about your automo-
bile? Do you fear that one day after the original warranty expires 
then too will your car?

We celebrate the Easter resurrection as the guarantee of God’s 
workmanship in Jesus. We’re told in Philippians 1 that God’s 
workmanship is also in us, and that we are covered until Christ 
returns. That’s a limited warranty, isn’t it? It can expire any day!

Our Savior began a good work in us by setting us free from sin by 
His cross. By His Spirit, through faith, He has given us His living 
Word, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper so that we will be able to 
carry on that good work of living in and promoting His saving 
Gospel. His gifts benefit us and those around us. His promise 
makes us confident that we have a living purpose and that He 
will carry on His work in us as His kingdom’s salt and light until 
He returns and retires us from earthly service.

Sadly, we can read about times when God’s people, having the 
same warranty, violated the terms of coverage by turning to false 
gods, by being lazy in their faith-work, or by refusing to obey 
the One who made the covenant with them. God speaks of them 
as a warning to us to not follow in their way. Instead, keep your 
confidence in the Risen One! Continue in His Word and worship, 
repent of your sin, receive His forgiveness and share the Good 
News. 

Your working has a limited warranty, but your faith has an 
eternal guarantee with unlimited blessing when Jesus returns 
in glory. 

Rev. Matthew Vrudny • Park Region Pastoral Counselor

unlimited blessing The district Young Woman Representative Committee 
hosted a gathering and luncheon on Feb. 4 at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Alexandria, to discuss how to 
encourage younger women to learn about and become 
interested in serving with LWML. Kathy Brandt, LWML 
district president, attended the event. In the photo are 
Tammie Brown and Rev. Scott Brown leading a song 
fest. Rev. Scott serves as pastor of Ebenezer, Alexandria, 
and St. James, Parkers Prairie.

Welcoming young women

For more information and to register, 
visit lwml.org/2023-convention

LWML 40th  
Biennial Convention

June 22–25  •  Milwaukee 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord, the people whom he has chosen 
as his heritage! 
The Lord looks down from heaven; he 
sees all the children of man

http://lwml.org/2023-convention

