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MINNESOTA NORTH

Congratulations, pastors!

Rev. Karl Yahr was installed as pastor of St. John, Akeley, on 
Oct. 2. Pictured are, from left (front row) Revs. Travis Lauterbach 
(Emmanuel, Backus), Karl Yahr, Brady Finnern (district president); 
(back row) Dr. Larry Harvala (emeritus), Frank Milo (emeritus) 
and Matthew Vrudny (Immanuel, Walker).

Rev. Monte Meyer was installed as pastor of Gloria Dei, 
Pequot Lakes, on Oct. 16. Pictured are, from left, (front 
row) Revs. Monte Meyer, Mark Johnson (emeritus); (back 
row) Brady Finnern (district president) and Jeffrey Lee 
(district mission and ministry facilitator).
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Virginia Flo, director of Volunteer Relations for Lutherans 
For Life (LFL), was the featured speaker at the Trinity, Isle, 
Mission Festival on Oct. 9. Flo spoke about what God has 
done to give value and dignity to all human life. Having 
joined LFL in 2013, she provides leadership to the many 
frontline volunteers nationwide who are engaged in the life-
affirming ministry that supports the sanctity of human life.

Virginia is pictured with Rev. Mark Maunula, Trinity pastor, 
and Mike Dangers, Trinity Church Council president.

For several years, Emmanuel, Backus, 
has held annual Trunk or Treat 
events in the church parking lot. 
However, the congregation decided 
to change things up in 2022 and held  
a Fall Festival. The members of the 
congregation and the surrounding 
communities were welcomed to the 
event held on Oct. 29.

The main feature of the event was 
carnival type games in which children 
(and adults) could win a wide variety 
of prizes. Other activities included 
hay rides, crafts and face painting. 

The congregation provided hot dogs, 
chips and apple cider to the guests. 
The congregation’s youth also put 
on a bake sale to help fund their 
activities.

Mary Ann Ostenso, Fall Festival 
committee chair, referred to the event 
as “a great success,” stating that she 
estimates about 150 children came to 
the event. The Fall Festival gave the 
members of the congregation more 
interaction with participating fami-
lies than they typically have had for 
the previous Trunk or Treat events.

Defending God’s gift of life

Fall Festival gathers community

Swaddling Clothes is a mis-
sion activity of Redeemer, 
Aurora, focusing on sharing 
the mercy of Christ through 
the gifts of clothing, friend-
ship and the forgiving Word 
of God. Started more than 
three years ago, the ministry 
has been blessed to provide 
clothing, shoes, strollers, 
sleepers, diapers, car seats 
and other necessary items 
for children and families. In 
a recent month, 35 families 
have received help. 

Members of Redeemer serve 
in various capacities and 
help make using the min-
istry as easy as possible for 
those in need. While most of 
the items are donated, items 
such as car seats and dia-
pers must also be purchased 
because of high demand. 

At its June 2022 conven-
tion, the Minnesota North 
District LWML voted to 
award a Mission Grant to 
Swaddling Clothes. The Iron 
Range Zone LWML held its 

Fall Rally at Redeemer and 
members brought mittens, 
stocking hats, quilts and a 
wide variety of baby sham-
poos, creams and lotions for 
the ingathering. 

“Not every family can afford 
simple necessities needed 
to care for their young chil-
dren,” said Rev. Don Stauty, 
Redeemer pastor. “Swad-
dling Clothes helps teen 
mothers, single mothers, 
struggling families, grand-
parents who have custody 
of their grandchildren 
and foster families. Some 
families have fallen on hard 
times. These all benefit from 
Swaddling Clothes. 

“Every life is precious. 
Christians are called to 
share the mercy of Christ 
to those precious lives in 
need. Swaddling Clothes 
was created to do just that. 
Everything is given away for 
free. Redeemer is blessed 
to be part of Swaddling 
Clothes.”

Swaddling clothes helps 
families on Iron Range
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Share your 
news with us!

We love to feature a wide 
variety of events occurring 
in our district congregations. 
All that is needed is a brief 
description of the event and 
one or two photos. No event 
or announcement is too big 
or small.

Send submissions to the.
lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.
org. You may also mail your 
submissions to Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 12, 
Backus, MN 56435, attn. Rev. 
Travis Lauterbach.

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high 
resolution. Send the largest 
sized photo from your camera 
or phone. Many email pro-
grams will try to resize the 
photos, but please send the 
original size.

“God’s Love Beyond Borders” was 
the theme for the LWML Brainerd 
Zone Fall Rally held at St. John’s, 
Wright, in October. 

Rev. John Thomson, St. John’s pastor, 
opened with a devotion, focusing on 
Jesus going “beyond borders” to speak 
with the Samaritan woman at the well 
(John 4). Rev. Caleb Worral, pastor of 
Shepherd of the Lake, Garrison, led a 
Bible study on the theme for the day. 

Guest speakers for the event were 
Myron and Sonja Gunderson, who 
are very active with Ysleta Lutheran 
Mission Human Care (YLM), an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization. 
Based in El Paso, Texas, YLM works on 
both sides of the United States/Mexico 
border, partnering with Lutheran 
congregations to help build homes and 

provide meals and other aid and minis-
try services (visit ylm.org). 

For the ingathering, the ladies collected 
items such as socks and underwear for 
YLM, to be given to children who need 
these to be able to go to school. 

The Gundersons frequently go on mis-
sions trips to YLM. Anyone interested 
in participating in 2023 may contact 
the Gundersons at gundm1s1@eot.com. 
They would like to have 10 to 12 par-
ticipants per trip. Individuals would 
be responsible for a cost of about $800 
to $1,000 per person to cover meals, 
boarding and travel. 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) also accepts 
donations for Ysleta Lutheran Mission 
Human Care . The Minnesota North 
donation center can be contacted at 
320-589-2796 for more information.

Rally highlights mission 
opportunities at border

Myron and Sonja Gunderson talk 
to attendees about mission work 
at the U.S./Mexico border.

Get your teams together for the Minnesota 
State Bible Bowl, to be held April 1 at Concordia 
University, St. Paul. 

The competition is open to students in grades 
7-12 who attend an LCMS church or school 
in the Minnesota North or Minnesota South 
districts. The topic will be “The Life of Moses,” 
based on Ex. 1-20 and 32-34 (ESV).

The team competition, made up of 3-4 players, 
is a double elimination, verbal, fast-paced quiz 
format. The individual competition is a written 

50-question, multiple-choice test. There are no 
limits for four-person teams per church, but there 
is a limit of 3 three-person teams per church.

The cost is only $40 per team! Send the 
registration fee (checks payable to MN State 
Bible Bowl) and the names of each participant 
by March 15 to Rev. Rudy Maurer; c/o St. John 
Lutheran Church; P.O. Box 37; Good Thunder, MN 
53037-0037.

For more information, contact Pastor Maurer at 
507-278-3169 or visit mnbiblebowl.org.
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Counselor’s Corner

The Long Prairie Zone 
held its Fall Rally on Nov. 
19 at Trinity, Long Prairie. 
Led by Rev. Justin Hes-
terman, the Bible study 
topic was “I am the Heart 
of the LWML.” For the in-
gathering, school kits for 
Orphan Grain Train were 
assembled. Kathy Brandt, 
LMWL district president, 
joined in.

Rally in Long Prairie

And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the 
nation took vengeance on their enemies. JOSHUA 10:13

January is when we ponder time. A whole year has 
passed and another has begun. We watch the clock 
when baking a cake, when pondering an appoint-
ment, and as the pastor begins his sermon. Time 
passes quickly when a holiday approaches, and slowly 
when we’re in the dentist’s chair. Sometimes it seems 
time is on our side and sometimes it’s not. We can’t 
imagine being God — timeless, with no alarms to set 
and no deadlines to meet.

God, however, understands time. Minutes, hours, 
days, months and years are His own creation and 
bow to His will. We read in Joshua 10 that He once 
delivered His people from their enemies by making 
time stand still for about a full day. Why? To bless 
His people with victory. Each part of God’s creation is 
given to serve and bless us, His people.

God sent His Son at just the right time to live among 
us to bless us. Jesus once expressed that He “couldn’t 
wait” until it was time to complete His work for us 
(Luke 12). Later He spent the longest time suffering 
the pains of hell for us on the cross, giving up His life 
to pay for our sins. 

Then His lifetime ended, but then it began again with 
new and endless life! Because of this Good News, the 
time is coming when our life will be free from those 
little regulators strapped to our wrists, hanging on our 
walls or sitting on our nightstands. Other than your-
self, do you know someone whose life needs some of 
this timeless Good News? The time is now to share it! 

Rev. Matthew Vrudny 
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

JESUS — TIMELESS GOOD NEWS

More than a year ago, on the second Sunday of every month, the 
LWML society at Immanuel, Elk River, began planning, cooking and 
serving drive-through meals to anyone in the community. The idea 
came during the pandemic, but the group has continued the activi-
ty. They are now serving from 100 to 150 meals each Sunday. 

Included with the meal is a devotion and other LWML handouts. 
This is truly a society that has a heart of the mission of the LWML. 
Thank you, ladies, for this act of community outreach. Jesus fed 
thousands and you are also feeding your community with food and 
Jesus’ words.

Mission in action

“Celebrate the Lord of the Nations” is the theme for the 40th Bi-
ennial LWML Convention, to be held June 22-25 at the Wisconsin 
Center in Milwaukee. Registration begins on Jan. 9 (register early 
for the best price). Information is available in the winter edition of 
Lutheran Women’s Quarterly and at lwml.org/2023-convention. 

Register for convention


